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O wretched Man that I an, who ſpall deliver me from 


this Body of Death! I thank God, through Feſus 
Chrift our Lord, Rom. vii. 24, 25. " < 
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feſſion, hath heen always owned in the 
"Church of God. And an eſpecial part it 


THE 


| pREFACE 


HAT rhe Di@rine of Otiginal 
Sin, 1s one of the fundamental 
Tratbs of our Chriſtian Pro- 


& of that pecaliar pojſefſron of truth, 


wbich they en oy, whoſe Religion 25 


wards God is built upon, and reſolved 
into Divine Revelation. As the World 
by its Wiſdom never knew God aright; 
Jo the Wiſe Men of it were always ut- 
terly row of this inbred evil in 
themſelves and others, With us the 


Doctrine and Conviftion of it, h in the 


very foundation of all N we have 
te do with God, in reference umto our 


| 2 ing of bim here, or obtaining the 


Enjoyment of bim bereaftes. Rt u alſo 


what influence it bath into the 


Chriſt, bis Mediation, the Fruits aud - 
1 A 2 | Efeds 


great Triiths concerning the Perſon of 


2 


\, 
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| The PREFACE. 

Effects of it, with all the Benefits that 
we are made partakers of thereby. 
Without @ ſuppoſition of it, not any of | 
them can be truly known, or ſavingly be- 
lieved, For this Cauſe bath it been 
largely treated of by many holy. and 
learned Men, both of old and of latter 
Days. Some have laboured in the Diſ- 
covery of its Nature, ſome of its Guilt 
and Derierit; by whom alſo the Truth 
concerning it hath been vindicated from 
be oppoſition made unto it, in the paſt 
and preſent Ages. By moſt theſe Things 
have been conſidered in their full extent 
and latitude, with reſpect unto all Men 
Ey nature, with the eſlate and condition 
of them who are wholly under the power 
and guilt of it, How thereby Men are 
diſenabled and incapacitated in tbemi- 
ſelves to anſwer the Obedience required 
either in the Law, or the Goſpel, ſo as 
zo free themſelves from the Curſe of the 
one, or to make themſelves partakers of 
the Bleſling of the other, bath been by 


\ | many 


The PREFACE. 
many alſo fully evinced. 'Moreover, that 
there are Remainders of is abiding in 


Believers aſter their Regeneration ana 


Converſion to God, as the Scripture a- 
bundantly teſtifies, ſo it hath been filly 
taught and confirmed; as alſo bow the 
Guilt of it is pardoned unto them, and by 
what means the Power of it is weakened 
in them. Al] theſe Things I ſay, have 
been largely treated on, to the great Be- 
nefir and Edi fication of the Church. In 
what we have now in deſign, we there- 
fore take them all for granted, and en- 
deauour only farther to carry on the diſ- 
covery of it in its attings and oppoſitions 
to the Law and Grace of God in Be- 
kevers. Neither do I intend the diſcuſſing 
of any thing that bath been controverted 
about it, What the Scripture plainly re- 
vealeth and teacheth concerning it, what 
Belle vers evidently find by Experience in 
themſelves, what they may learn from the 
Examples and Acknowledgments of others, 
ſhall be repreſented in a Way ſuited unto 
the Gapacity of the Kale! and weakeſt 
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The PREFACE. 
who i concerned therein. And many things 
feem to render the bandling of it at this Sea- 
ſon, not neceſſary. The Effects and Fruits 
af it, which we ſee in the Apoſtacies and 
Backſlidings of many, the ſcandalous Sins 
and Miſcarriages of. ſome, and tbe Courſe. 
end Lives of the moſt, ſeem to call for a due 
Conſideration of it, Bejides of how great. 
Concernment a full and clear Acquaintance 
with the Power f this Tndwelling-Sin 
(the Matter defigned to be opened) is unto 
Belie vers, 10 ſtir them up to Watchfulneſs 
and Diligence, to Faith and Prayer, 10 
call them to Repentance, Humility, and: 
Self-abaſement, will appear in our 8 
Theſe in general were the Finds aimed at in 

the enſuing Diſcourſe, which being at fuſt 
' Compoſed and delivered for the Uſe and Be- 
nefit of a few, is now by the Providence 
of God made-publick. And if the Reader 
receive any advantage by theſe weak Hndea- 
vours, let bim know that it is his Duty, as 10 
ive Glory unto God, ſo to help tbem by 
Wi Prayers, who in many. Temptations and | 
. are willing to labour in the 
inc yard of. the Lord, unto which work, 
| they a e called. N 5 
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13 2 1 . | 
bs Indwelling- Sin in Believers, treated of © 
n by the Apoſile, Rom. vii. 21. The 
0 Place explained. 5 
21 . 
” T is of Indwelling-Sin, and that 
cd in the Remainders of it in Per- 
2 ſons after their Converſion to 
5 God, with its Power, Effica- 
1 cy and Effects, that we intend 
rſt to treat. This alſo. is the great 
2. deſign of the Apoſtle, to ma- 
TL nifeſt and evince in Chap. 7. 
ce of the Epiſtle to the Romans. 
er | Many indeed are. the Conteſts 
þ about the principal Scope of the Apoſtle in that 
a- Chapter, and in what State the Perſon is, under the 
10 Law, or under Grace, whoſe Condition he expreſſeth 
I, therein. I ſhall not at preſent enter into that Dil- 
Dy pute, but take that for granted, which may be un- 
1 iably proved and evinced; namely, that it is the 
be Condition of a Regenerate Perſon, with reſpect unto 
_ the remaining power of Indwelling-Sin, which is 
rk; there propoled, and exemplified by, and. in the Fer- 
ſon of the Apoſtle himſelf. In (A Diſcourſe there- 
fore of his, ſhall the Foundation. be laid of what we 
= have to offer upon this Subject. Not that I ſhall 
P in an Expoſition of his Revelation of this 
. A 4* Truth, 


>. Remainders of Sin 
Truth, as it lies in its own contexture, but only. 
make uſe of what is delivered by him, as occaſion 
ſhall offer it ſelf. And here firſt occurreth, that which 
he aflirms, ver. 21. J find then a Law, that when I 
would do good, evil is preſent with me. 5 
Tutzzx are four Things obſervable in theſe 
Words. | | „„ w 
Fix sT, The Appellation he gives unto {ndwel- 
Iing-Sin, whereby he expreſſeth its Power and Effica- 
CY, it is a Law. For that which he terms a Law, 
in this verſe, he calls in the foregoing, Sin that 


Atoelleth in him. 


Law; It is a Law. 


StconÞDLY, The Way whereby he came to 


the Diſcovery of this Law, not abſolutely, and in 


its 00 nature, but in himſelf, he foxnd itz 1 find 
page are gh RL Hs ed” ans 
TIR DI, The Frame of his Soul and inward 
Man with this Law, of Sin, and under'its Diſcovery, 
He would do good. . * 
FouRTAUT x, The State and Activity of this Law, 
when the Soul äs in that Frame, when it would do 
good, it is preſent with him. For what Ends and Pur- 
ſes we ſhall ſhew afterwards. '''- / Wo 
Tur firſt Thing obſervable is, the Cpmpellation 
here uſed by the Apoſtle, he 1nduclling-Sin, a 


A Law is taken either properly, for a directive 


Rule; or improperly, for an operative effeftive Prin- 


| 


ciple, which ſcenis to have the force of a Law. In 
its firſt Senſe, it is a Moral Rule which directs and 
commands, and ſundry ways moves and - regulates 
the Mind, and the Will, as to the Things which it 
requires, or forbids. This is evidently the general 
nature and work of a Law. Scme Things it com- 
wands, ſoine Things it forbids, with Rewards and 
Penalties, which move nd impel Men to do the one, 
and avoid the other. Hence in a ſecondary Senſe, 
an irward. Princip/e, that moves and inclines con- 
ſtantly unto any Actions, is called a Law. The Prin- 
eiple that is in the Nature of every Thing, movin 
aud carrying it towards its own Knd and Reſt, is 8 

a | the 
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'/ 


in Bekievers, Rom. . 21. 3 
Law of Nature. In this reſpe& every inward Prin- 


ko that inclineth and .urgeth unto Operations or AQs 


ings ſuitable to it ſelf, is called a /Law. 80 Nom. viii. 
2. The powerful and effeftual-working of the Spirit 
and Grace of CHRIS I in the Hearts of Believers, is 
called the e of Life. And for this 
Reaſon doth the Apoſtle here call Indwelling-Sin a Law. 
It is a powerful and effectual In-dwellin Fre 
inclining and preſſing unto Actions agreeable and ſuit» 
able unto its own Nature. This and no other is the 
Intention of the Apoſtle in this Expreſſion. For al- 
tho" that Term, a , may ſometimes intend a State 
and Condition, and if here fo uſed, the meaning of the 
Words ſhould be, I find that this is my Condition, this 


is the State of Things with me, that when I would do 


ood, evil is preſent with me, which makes no . 
* in the principal intendment of the Place; 
yet properly it 2 denote nothing here, but the chief 
Sulzjeck treated of, For altho the name of a Law be 
variouſly uſed by the Apoſtle in this Chapter; yet 
when it relates unto Sin, it is no where applyed by 
him to the Condition of the Perſon, but only to 
expreſs either the Nature, or the Power of Sin it 


: So ver, 23. I ſee another Law in my Members, 


warring againſt the Law of m Mind, and bringi 
me — ce unto the 3 Sin which it is 10 
Members. That which he here calls the Law of bir 
Mind, from the * Subject and Seat of it, is in 
it ſelf no ot at Law of the Spirit of Life 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus, Chap. 8. 2. Or the effectual 


Power of the Spirit of Grace, as was faid. But the 


Law as applyed unto Sis, hath a double Senſe; for 
as in the firit Place, I ſee a Law in my N it 
denotes the Being and Nature of Sin; ſo in the 
latter, leading into Capfivity to the Law of Sin which 
3s in my Members, it lignifies its Power and Efficacy. 
And both theſe are compriſed in the fame name ſin 

uſed, ver. 20. Now that which we obſerve from this 
Name, or Term of a Law attributed unto Sin, is, 
That there is an exceeding Efficacy and Power in the 
Remainders of Indwelling-Sin in Believers, with a con- 
Nant working towards evil. Tu: 


* — — 
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wy Nemainders of Sin 
Tus Ut is in Believers, tis a Law even in ibem, 
though not to them. Though its Rule be broken, its 
Strength weakned and impaired, its Root mortified, 
| 4275 it is a Lato ſtill of great Force and Efficacy. 
| here where tis leaſt felt, it is moſt „ Car- 
nal Men in reference unto Spiritual and Moral Duties, 
are nothing but this Law, they do nothing but from 
it, and by it. It is in them à ruling and prevailing 
rinciple of all Moral Actions, with reference unto a 
ſupernatural and eternal. End. I ſhall not conſider it 
in them in whom it hath un wer, but in them 
in whom its power is cluefly — and diſcern- 
ed; that is, in Believers; in the others only in or- 
* Ln the farther Conviction and. Manifeſtation 
— | | | | 
SECONDLY, The Apoſtle propoſeth the Way 
whereby he diſcovered this Law in himſelf, exri/co ara 
ton nomon, I find then, or therefore a Lato. He 
fund it; it had been told him there was ſuch a 
Law, it had been preached unto him. This con- 
vinced him, that there was. a Law of Sin. But it is 
one thing for a Man to. know in general, that there 
| is a Law of Sin, Another thing for a Man to have 
an Experience of the Power of this Law of Sin in 
. \ Himſelf. It is preached to all; all Men that own the 
Scripture, acknowledge it, as being declared therein; 
but they are but few that #now. it in. themſelves, we 
ſhould elſe have more Complaints of it than we have, 
and more Contendings againſt it, and Jeſs Fruits of it 
in the World. But this is that which the Apoſtle 
affirms ; not that the Doctrine of it had been preached 
unto him, but that he found. it by Experience in 
himſelf: I find 4 Law; I have Experience, of its 
Power and Efficacy. For a Man to find his Sickneſs 
and Danger thereon from its Effects, is another thing 
than to hear a Diſcourſe about a Diſeaſe from its 
Cauſes. And this Experience is the great Preſervative 
of all Divine Truths in the Soul. I his it is to know 
a Thing indeed, in Reals to know it for our ſelves, 
When as we are taught it from the Werd, ſo we find 
it in our ſelves. Hence we obſerve, | 


SECONDLY, 


N 


bh. 


Power and Efficacy of Indwelling-Sin. They fin 
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in Believers, Rom. vii. 21. 8 
SECOND L, Believers have, Experience 75 the 
it in 

themſelves, they find it as a Law. It hath a Self 


evidencing Efficacy to them that are alive to diſcern, | 
it: They that find not its Power, are under its Do- 


inion. Whoſoever contend againſt it, ſhall know and 
fad, that it is preſent with them, that it is power- 
ful in them. He ſhall find the Stream to be firong, 


who ſwims a it, though he who. roulls along 
with it, be bile of Bp e 


mieniiple : 
TIR DFT, The general Frame of Bgligvers not- 


withſtanding the Inhabitation of this Law of Sin, is | 


here alſo expreſſed: They rould do good. This Law 


is preſent, Ibelonti emoi * to calon. The habitual 
Inclination of their Wi „ 
in them, is not s Law inte them, as it is to Unbe- 
levers. They are not roholly obnoxious to its Power, 
nor morally unto its Commands, Grace hath the So- 
veraignty in their Souls; This gives them a ll 
unto. good; they would do godq; that is, always, and 
conſtantly, 1 Fohn z. 9 poiein amartian, to commit 
Sin, 1s to make a trade of Sin, to make it a Man's 
Bulineſs to Sin; ſo it is ſaid, a Believer doth not com- 
mit Sin. And ſo poiein to calon, to do that which is 
d; to will to do fo, is to have the habitual Bent and 


nclmation of the Will ſet on that which is good; that * 


is, morally and ſpiritually good, which is the proper 
Subject treated of whence is our Third Obſervation. 
"THERE 7s, and there is through Grace kept up in 
Bellevers, a conſtant and ordinarily prevailing will of do- 
ing goed, notwithſtanding the Power and Efficacy of In- 


drelling-Sin to the —_— | 
Tas in their wort Condition, diſtinguiſheth them 


from Unbelievers in their 4. {The Will in, Unbe- | 
Hevers, is under the Power of the Law of Sin. The 


oppolition they make to Sin, either in the Root, or 
Branches of it, is from their Light, and their Con- 
ictences; the till of inning in them is never taken 
away. Take away all other Conſiderations and Hin- 
derances, whereof we ſhall treat afterwards, and they 
would ſin willingly always. Their faint Endeavours 


is unto good. This Law 4 —- 


— 


6 : Remainders of Sin > 
to anſwer their Convictions, are far from à will of de- 
| ing that which is good. They will plead indeed, that 
; they would leave their Sins if they could, and they 
would fain do better than they do. But it is the 
| wvorking of their Light and Convictions, net any ſpi- 
ritual Tuclination heir Wills, which they intend 
by that Expreſſion. For where there is a will of de- 
ing good, there is a choice of that which is good for 
its own excellency ſake, becauſe it is deſirable and 
| fuitable to the Soul, and therefore to be preferred be- 
fore that which is contrary. Now this is not in any 
Unbelie vers; they do not, they cannot fo chuſe that 
which 1s ſpiritually good, nor is it ſo excellent or 
ſuitable unto any Principle that is in them: only 
they have ſome Defires to attain that End, where- 
unto that which is good doth lead, and to avoid 
that evil which the neglect of it tends unto. 5 
theſe alſo are for the moſt part ſo weak and languid 
min many of them, that they put them not upen any 
conſiderable Endeavours; witneſs that Luxury, Sloth, 
Worldlineſs and Security, that the generality of Men 
are even drowned in. But in Believers, there is a Will 
of doing good, an habitual! Diſpoſition and Inclinati- 
on in their Wills unto that which is ſpiritually good. 
And where this is, it is accom ied with an{wer- 
able Effects. The Will is the Principle of our moral 
Actions, and therefore unto the prevailing Diſpoſition 
thereof, will the general Courſe of our Actings be 
ſuited. Good Things will proceed from the good 
"Treaſures of the Heart. Nor can this Piſpoſition 
be evidenced to be in any but by its Fruits. A 
will of doing good, without doing good, is but 
pretended. | 
' Fours TnLy, There is yet another Thing re- 
maining in theſe Words of the Apoſtle, ariſing from 
that Reſpect that the Preſence of Sin hath unto the 
Time and Seaſon of Duty; When I would do good, 
( faith he) evil is preſent with me. | | 
Turks are Two Things to be conſidered in 
the. ci of doing good, that is, in Believers. 
Fix sr, There is its habitual Reffdence in Gen. 
| | " 


— — 


\ 


2 in Believers, Rom. vii. 1. 7 

They have always an habitual Inclination of will un- 

* to that which is good. And this habitual Preparation 
| 8 


for good is always preſent with them, as the Apoſtle 
11 ex es it, ſs 2 of this Chapter ; * 
1 | ECONDLY, There ſpeeial Times and Sea- 
5 ſons for the Exereiſe of that Principle. There is a, 
14 When I would do good, a Seaſon wherein this or that 
? Good, this or that Duty is to be performed and ac- 
— compliſhed, ſuitably unto the habitual Preparation and 
& | Inclination of the Will. 1 3 
. Unro theſe two, there are two Things in In- 

welling-Sin oppoſed. To the gracious Prixciple re- 

. Mewelling-Si 1 Principle re 
4 ſiding in the Will, inelining unto that which is ſpi- 
Sa ritually good, it is oppoſed as it 1s a Lats; that is, a 
l contrary Principle inclining unto evil, with an Aver- 
4. ſation from that which is good. Unto the ſecond, 
1d or the actual willing of this or that good in par- 
1d ticular, unto this, When I would do good, is oppoſed 
id the preſence of this Law, evil is preſent with me, 
x paracetai moi to cacon; evil is at „and ready 
Y to oppoſe the actual accompliſhment of the good aim- 
= - ed at. Whence, 5 7:4 | 
ill FouRTHLyY, Indwelling-Sin is efßfestuallj opera. 
ti tive in rebelling and inclining to evil, when the will | 
d. of doing good ts in a particular manner Active, and in- 


| 'clining unto Obedience. | 
al 5 AND this is the Deſcription of him who is a Be- 


lever, and a Sinner, as every one who is the former, 


be ie is the /azfer alſo. Theſe are the contrary Prin- 
1 = and the contrary Operations that are in him. 
a | The Principles are a will of doing good on the one 
A hand, from Grace, and a of Sin on the other. 
> Their adverſe Actings and Operations are inſinuated 
* | in theſe Expreſſions, When I would do good, evil is 

preſent with me. And theſe both are more fully ex- 
wok 1 by the Apoſtle, Gal. 5. 17. For the Fleſb 
- ufteth againſt the Spirit, and the Courir againſt the 
7 Fleſh: and theſe are contrary the one to the other: ſo 


that I cannot as the Things that I would. | 
AND. here ly the Springs of the whole Courſe 
15 of, our Obedience. An Acquaintance with theſe ſe. 
5 | ve 


5 % 
[ 
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$  Petainders of Sin | 
veral Principles, and their Actings, is the priftcipal-. 
Part of our Wiſdom. They are, upon the Matter, 
next to the free Grace of Go b in our Juſtification 
by the Blood of CAR Is T, the only. Things 
wherein the Glory of GO, and our own Souls are 
concerned. Theſe are the Springs of eur Holineſs, 
and our Sins, of our Joys and Troubles, of our Re- 
freſhments and Sorrows. It is then all our Concern- 
ments to be throughly acquainted with theſe Things, 
who intend to walk with Go p, or to glorifie him 
in this Werle. | | 
Anvp hence we may ſee what Viſdum is requir- 
ed, in the guiding and management of our Hearts 
and Ways before Gov. Where the Subjects of 2 
Ruler are in Fewds, and Oppoſitions one againſt 
another, unleſs great Viſaom be uſed in the Govern- 
ment .of the whole, all Things will quickly be ruin- 
ous in that State. There are theſe contraty Prin- 
ciples in the Hearts of Believers, and if they labour 
not to be ſpiritually Wiſe, how ſhall-they : be able to 
| ſteer their Courſe aright? Many Men live in the 
dark to themſelves all their Days; whatever elſe they 
know, they know not themſelves. They know r 
their outward Eſtates, how rich they are, and the 
Condition of their Bodies as to Health and Sickneſs, 
they are careful to examine; but as to their inward 
Man, and their Principles as to Go p and Eternity 
they know little or nothing of themſelves. Indeed 
| kew Jabour to grow Viſe in this Matter, few ſtudy 
themſelves as — ought, are acquainted with the 
evil of their own Hearts as they ought, on which 
yet the whole Courſe of their Obedience; and con- 
ſequently of their eternal Condition, doth depend. 
This therefore is our Wiſdom, and it is a needful 
Wiſdom, if we have any Delign ts pleaſe Go b, 
or to avoid that which is a Provocation to the Eyes 
of his Glory. | LS 
Wa ſhall find alſo in our Inquiry hereinto, what 
Diligence and Watchfulneſs is required unto a Chri- 
ſtian Converlation. There is a conſtant Enemy unto 
it in every ones own Heart: and what an Enemy) it 


15, 


> i Believers, Nom. di, 1. 28 
is, we ſhall afterwards ſhow, for this is our Deſign 
to diſcover him to- the uttermoſt. In the mean 
Time, we may well bewail the woful Sloth -and 
Negligence that is in the moſt, even of Profeſſors. 


© They live and walk as though they intended to 


o to Heaven hood-winkt, and aſleep, as 1 


they had no Enemy to. deal withall. Their 


therefore and Folly will be fully laid open in ous 
Progreſs. f . ob 

"THAT Which I ſhall principally fix upon, in re- 
ference unto our preſent deſign, from this place of the 
gets is that Which was firſt laid down, 3 
That there is an exceeding Efficacy and Power in the 
Remainder of Indwelling-Sin in Bokevers,. with a con- 
ant inclination and working towards eiii. 

AwaAxk E therefore, all of you in whoſe Hearts are 
any thing of the Ways of Go D. Your. Enemy is not 
oily upon you, as on * of old, but is in yow- 
alſo. He is at work by all ways of force and craft, 
as we ſhall ſee. Would you not diſhonour Go D and 
his Goſpel; would you not ſcandalize the Saints and 
Ways of God; would you not wound your Con- 
ſciences, and endanger your Souls; would you not 
grieve the good and holy Spirit of G o p, the Autho' 
of all your comfarts; would you * your Garment 
undefiled, and eſcape the woful Temptations and 
Pollutions of the Days wherein we live; would you 
be preſerved from the Number of the Apeſtatef in 
thele latter Days? Awake to the Conſideration of this 
curſed Enemy, which is the Spring of all theſe, and 
innumerable other gvils; as allo of the Ruin of al 
che Souls that periſh in this World. 
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CHAP. IL 


Indevelling-Sin „ Law. In tobat ſenſe it it ſo called. 


What kind of Law it is. An inward effettive 


Principle called a Law. The Power of Sin theme 


evinced. 


Hat which we, have propoſed unto Conſiderz- 

tion is, The Power and Efficacy of Indwelling- 

Sin. The ways whereby it may be evinced 

are many. I ſhall begin with the Appellation of it in 

the place before mentioned, it is a Law; I find 4 

Law, faith the Apoſtle. It is, becauſe of its Power 

and Efficacy that it is fo called; fo is alſo the Prin- 

ciple of Grace in Believers the Lam . of the Spirit 

of Life, as we obſerved before, Rom. 8. 2. which is 

the «xceeding greatneſs of the Power of God in them, 
Eph. 1. 1 0 here there is a Lato, t is Power. 

NN E ſhall. therefore ſhew both what belongs unto 
it, as it is a Law in general, and alſo what is pecu- 
— tr proper in it, as being ſuch a Law as we have 

ribed: | | 
Turk are in general two Things attending 
every Law, as ſuch. 

FixsT; Dominion, Rom. 7. 1. The Law hath domi- 
nion over a Man whilſt be liveth ; curieuei tou anthrapou, 
it Lordeth it over a Man. Where any Law takes 
place, curieuer, it hath dominion. It is properly the 
att of a Supericur, and it belongs to its nature to ex- 
act Obedience by way of Dominion. Now there is 

two-fold Dominion, as there is a two-fold Law. 
There is a moral authoritative Dominion over a Man, 

nd there is a teal effeftive Dominion in a Man. 

he firſt is an affection of the Law of God, the latter 
bf the Law of Sin. The Law of Sin hath not in it 
felt a moral Deminion, it hath not a rightful Domi- 


nion or Authority over any Man, but it hath that 


which 
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which is equivalent unto it; whence it is faid 
Baſileuein, to reign as a King, Rom. 6. 12. and 


curieuein, to Lord it, or have Dominion, verſe 14. 


as 2 Law in general is ſaid to have, Chap. 7. 1. But 
becauſe it hath loſt its complear Dominion, in refe- 
rence unto Believers; of whom alone we ſpeak, I 
mall not infiſt upon it in this utmeſt extent of its 
power. But even in them it is a Law ſtill, though 
not a Law wnto them; yet, as was, faid, it is a 
Law in them. And though it have not a compleat, 
and ( as it were) a rightful Dominion over them, yet 
it will have a Dominaticn as to ſome Things in them. 
It is ſtill a Law, and that in them, fo that all its 
actings are the actings of 4 Law; that is, it acts 
with power, though it have loſt its compleat power 
of ruling in them. Though it be weatened, yet its 
nature is not changed. It is a Law fill, and there- 
fore 8 And as its particular workings (which 
we 1 

„ ſo the term it ſe reacheth us in gene- 
ral, what we are to expect from it, and what endea- 
vours it will uſe for oninion, to which it hath been 


_ accuſtomed. : 


| SECONDLY, A Law, as a Law, hath an eflicacy 
to provoke thoſe that are obnoxious unto it, unto the 
things that it requireth. A Law hath Rewards and 
Puniſbments accompanying of it. Theſe ſecretly pre- 
vail on them to whom they are propoſed, though 
the things commanded be not much delirable. And 
generally all Laws have their Efficacy on the Minds 
of Men, from the Rewards and Paniſbments that are 
annexed unto them. Nor is this Law without this 
ſpring of power; it hath its rewards and puniſh- 


ments. The Pleaſures of Sinj are the Rewards of Sin ; 


a reward that moſt Men lok their Souls to obtain. 
By this the Law of Sin, contended in 7 * againit 
the Law of Grace, Heb. fi. 25, 26. He choſe rather 
to ſuffer F. toith the People of God, than to 
enjoy the Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſen; for be looked 


unto the Recompence of Reward. The Conteſt was in 
his Mind between the 1 3 of Sin, and the Law 


of 


aud its Power. 11 


Il afterwards conſider) afe the ground of this 


—. 


f 


n 
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of Grace. The Motive on the Part of the Law 
of Sin, wherew'ith it ſought to draw him over, and 
wherewith' it prevails on the moſt, was the Reward 


that it propoſed unto him, namely, That he ſhould 


| Have the preſent enjoyment of the pears of” Sin. 


— 


; fearful, who ſhall have no ſhare in li 
21. 8. And it is hard to ſay by whether of theſe, 


By this it contended againſt the Reward -annexed 


unto the Law of Grace, called the Recompence 


/ Reward. Gs 

By this ferry reward doth this Law keep the 
World in obedience to its commands. And Expe- 
rience ſhews us, of what power it is to influence 
the Minds of Men. It hath alſo Paniſbments that it 
threatens Men with, who labour to caſt off its 


| Yoke. Whatever evil, trouble or danger in the 


World attends Goſpel-obedience ; whatever hardſhip 
or violence 1s to be offered to the 1 part of our 
Natures in a ſtrict Courſe of Mortificakion, Sin makes 
uſe of as if they were Puniſhments attending the ne- 
glect of its commands. By theſe. it prevails on the 

f eternal, Rer.. 


its pretended Rewards, or pretended Puniſhment, 
it doth moſt prevail, in whether of them its greateſt 
itrength doth ly. By its Rewards, it enticeth Men 
to Sins of Commifſion, as they are called, in Ways 
and Actions tending to the fatisfaftion of its Luſts. 
By its Pznifoments, it indaceth Men to the omitting 
ot Duties, a courſe tending to no leſs a pernicious 
event than the former. By which of theſe the Law 
of Sin hath its greateſt ſucceſs in and upon the Souls 
of Men, is not evident, - and that becauſe they are 
ſeldom or never ſeparated, but equally take place on 
the fame Perſons: But this is certain, that by tenders 
and promiſes of the pleaſures of Sin on the one 


| land, by threats of the deprivation of all ſenſual 


Contentments, and the infliction of temporal Evils 


on the other, it hath an exceeding Efficacy on the 


Minds of Men, oftentimes of Believers themſelves. 
Unleſs a Man be prepared to reject the Reaſonings 
that will offer themſelves from the one and the other 


of cheſe, there is no ſtanding before the Poser 1 2 | 
2 | | I. 
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| Propoſed unto us, is not to 
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Law. The World falls before them every Day. 
With what Deceit and Violence they are urged and 
impoſed on the Minds of Men we ſhall afterwards 
declare; as alſo what Advantages they have to _ 
vail upon them. Look on the generality. of Men, 
and you ſhall find them wholly by theſe means at 
Sins diſpoſal. Do the Profits and Pleaſures of Sin ly 
before them, nothing can witKold them from reach- 
ing after them. Do Difficulties and Inconveniencies 


attend the Düties of the Goſpel, they will have 
nothing to do with them, and ſo are wholly given 


up to the Rule and Dominion of this Law. 

AN p this Light in guy we have into the Power 
and Efficacy of Indwel/ing-Sin, from the general na- 
ture of a Lato, whereof it is partaker.' _ 

Wx may conſider nextly what #ind of Law in par- 
ticular it.is, which wilt farther evidence that Power 
of it, which we are enquiring after. It is not an 


_ outward, written, commanding, directing Law, but 


an inbred, working, 3 urging Lato. A Law 
8 e compared fot efficacy 

to a Law inbred in us. Adam had a Law of Sin 
ee to him in his Temptation, but becauſe he 
no Law of Sin inbred and working in him, be 


might have withſtood it. An inbred Law muſt needs 


be effectual. Let us take an example from that Law, 
which is contrary to this Law. of Sin, The Law 
of God, was at firſt inbred and natural unto Man, 
it was concreated with his Faculties, and was their 
Reritude» both in Being and Operation in reference 
to his End of living unto/ God, and glorifying 
of him. Hence it had an eſpecial Power in the 
Whole Soul, to enable it unto all Obedience, gan 
and to make all Obedience ee and pleaſant? Such 
is the Power of an inbred Law. And though this 
w as to the Rule and Dominion of it, be now by 
nature caſt out of the Soul, yet the remaining ſparks 
of it, becauſe they are inbred, are very powerful and 
effectual, 4s the Apoſtle declares, Rom. 2. 14, 15 
Afterwards God renews this Law,, and writes it in 
Tables of Stone: but what is the efficacy of this 
D 2 Law 
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Law; will it now as it is external, and propoſed 


s 
— 
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unto Men, enable them to perform the Things that 
it exacts and requires? not at all. God knew it 
would not, unleſs it were turned to an internal Law 
again; that is, until of a moral outward Rule, it 
be turned into an inward real Principle. Wherefore 
God makes his Law internal again, and implants it 
on the Heart as it was at firſt, when he intends to 
ive it Power to produce Obedience in his ren 
* xxxi. 31, 32, 33. I will put my Law in their 
znward Parts, and write it in their Hearts. This is 
that which God fixeth on, * it were ) 2 a diſ- 
covery of the inſufficiency of an outward Law Jead- 
ing Men unto Obedience. The written Law, faith 
he, will not do its Mercies and Deliverances from 
diſtreſs will not effect it; Trials and Afflictions will 
not accompliſh it; then faith the Lo Rn, will E 
take another courſe; I will turn the writze* Law 

into an internal living Principle, in their Hearts, a 
that will have ſuch an Efficacy, as ſhall aſſuredly 
make them my People, and keep them ſo. Now 
tuch is this Law of Sin, it is an Jndee/ling-Larzw, 
Rom. 7. 17. It is Sin that duwelleth in ne. Verſe 20. 
Sim that dwelleth in me. Verſe 21. It is preſent with 
me. . Verle 23. It is in my Members: Yea, it is ſo 
far in a Man, as in ſome Senſe it is ſaid to be the 
Man himſelf. Verſe 18. I know, that in me ( that is, 
in my Fleſh) there duwelleth no good. thing. The 
Fleſp, which is the Seat and Throne of this Law ; 
yea, which indeed in this Law, is in ſome Senſe the 
Man himſelf, as Grace allo is the new Man. Now 
from this Conſideration of it, that it is an I- 
Swelling hem, inclining and moving to Sin, as an 
mward. Habit or Principle, it hath ſundry Advan- 
tages e its ſtrength, and farthering its pow- 

Er. 8, 5 „3 ; | 
FiksT; It always abides in the Soul, it is never 
abſent. The Apoſtle twice uſeth that Expreſſion, it 
arwelleth in me. There is its conſtant Rekdence and 
Habitation. If it came upon the Soul only at cer- 
tam Scaſons, much obedience might be perfectly ae- 
78 compliſhed 


1 


and its Power. | — 
compliſhed in its abſence. Vea, and as they dea! 
with zſurping Tyrants, whom * intend to thruſt 
out of a City, the Gates might ſometimes ſhut 
againſt it, that it might not return. The Soul might 
| fetifi it ſelf againſt it. But the Soul is its home, 
there it dwells, and is no wanderer. Where-ever 
you are, Whatever you are about, this Law of Sin 
15 always in you. the beſt that you do, and in 
the worſt. Men little conſider what a dangerous 
Companion is always at +hqme with them. When 
they are in N nh when alone, by Night, or by 
Day, all is one, Sin is with them. There is living 
Coal continually in their Houſes, which if it be 
not looked unto, will fire them, and it may be 
conſume them. O the woful Security of poor Souls ! 
How little do the moſt of Men think of this Inbred 
Enemy, that is never from home! How little for 
the moſt part doth the Watchfulne/ſs of any Pro- 
5 anſwer the Danger of their State and Con- 
tion! | 
SECONDLY, It is always ready to apply it ſelf 
to every End and Purpoſe that it ſerves unto. It 
doth not only d¹eẽel! in me, faith the Apoſtle, Aut 
when I would do good, it is preſent with me: There 
is ſomewhat more in that Expreſſian, than meer 
Indwelling. An Inmate may dwell in an Houſe, 
and yet not be always medling with what the good 
Man of the Houſe hath to do, (that fo we may 
keep to the alluſion of Iadevelling, uſed by the 
Apoſtle.) But it is ſo with this , it doth ſo 
dwell in us, as that it will be preſent with us in every 
thing we do; yea, oftentimes when with moſt 
earneſineſs we deſire to be quit of it, with moſt 
violence it will put it felf upon us; When I would do 
good, it is preſent with me. Would you pray, would 
you hear, would * give Alms, — you me- 
ditate, would you be in any Duty acting Faith cn 
od, and Love towards him, would you work 
Righteouſneſs, would you refilt Temptations, this 
troubleſome perplexing Indweller will {till more or 
lels put it ſelf upon Je and he preſent with you ; 
| | 3 10 
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o that you cannot perfectly and compleatly accom- 
ut the Thing that is bd as our Apolde ſpeaks, 


Temptations, do ſtir up, excite and provoke their 
Luſts; and no wonder if then they find them pre- 
fent and active. But it will be ſo, when with all 
our Endeavours we labour to be free from them. 
This Law of Sin dwells in us, that is, it adheres as 


and Vanity, unto our Aﬀections in Senſuality, unto 
our Wills in a loathing of, and averſation from that 


is continually 'putting it ſelf upon us, in Inclinations, 
Motions, or Suggeſtions to evil, when we would be 
moſt gladly quit of it. £ 2 e 

 TnirDLy, It being an Iudevelling- Lato, 454 
plies it ſelf to its Work with great Facility and Eafi- 


It hath a great fac:/ity and caſineſs in the Application 
of it ſelf unto its Work; it needs no Doors to be 
opened unto it, it needs no Engines to work by. 
The Soul cannot apply it felf to any Duty of a Man, 
but it muſt be by the eereiſe of thole Faculties 
wherein this Law hath its reſidence. Is the Under- 
ftanding or the Mind to be applyed unto any thing? 
There it is in Ignorance, Darkneſs, ' Vanity, Folly, 
Madneſs., Is the Vill to be engaged? 'There it is 
alſo in ſpiritual Deadneſs, Stubbornneſs. and the Roots 
of Obſtinacy. Is the Heart and Afe#ions to be ſet 
on Work? There it is in Inclinations to the World, 
and preſent Things, and Senſuality, with proneneſs 
to all manner of defilements. Hence it is eie for it 
to infinuate it ſelf into all that we do, and to hinder 
all that is. good, and to further all Sin and Wicked- 


Scul, and therefore in all that we do, doth eaſily 
peſet us. It poſlefieth thoſe very Faculties of the 
Soul, whereby we muſt do, what we do, whatever 
it be, good or evil. Now all thele advantages it 
hath, as it is a Law, as an {ndrelling-Law, which 


ident 


v —— —  — — 


zer. 18. Sometimes Men by hearkning to their 


a depraved Principle unto our Minds in Darkneſs, 


which is good, and by ſome, more, or all of theſe, 


heſs, like the Sin that doth fo 22 bejet us, Heb. 12. 1. 


neſs. It hath an. intimacy, an inwardneſs with the 


maniſeſts its Power and Efficacy. It is always re- 


A 
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ſident in the Soul, it puts it ſelf upon all its actings, 
and that with eaſineſs and facility. 5 
Tus 3s that Law which the Apoſtle affirms, that 
he found in himſelf, this is the Title that he gives 
unto the powerful and effectual Remainders of I. 
_ dwelling-Sin, even in Believers, and theſe general 
Evidences of its Power from that Appellation have 
we. Many there are in the World, who fire not 
this Law in them, who whatever they have been 
taught in the Word, have not a ſpiritual Senſe and 
Experience of the Power. of Indios . kc and that 
becauſe they are wholly under the Dominion of it. 
They find not that there is Darkneſs and Folly in 
their Minds, ' becauſe they are Darkneſs it ſelf; and 
Darkneſs will diſcover nothing. They find nat Dead- 
meſs, and an Indiſpoſition in their Hearts and Wills 
to Go b, becauſe they are dead wholly in Treſpaſſes 
and Sins. They are at Peace with their Luſts, by 
being in Bondage unto them. And this is the State 
of moſt Men in the World, which makes them 
wofully deſpiſe all their eternal Concernments. 
Whence is it, that Men follow and purſue the 
N World with ſo much 8 that they neglect 
4 Heaven, and Life, and Immortality for it every 
1 — Whence is it, that ſome pürſue their Sen- 
ſuality with delight, they will Drink, and Revel, and 
have their Sports, let others ſay what they pleaſe? 
Whence is it, that ſo many live ſo unprofitably un- 
| der the Word, that they underſtand fo little of what 
4 Is ſpoken unto them, that they practiſe leſs of Nhat 
| they underſtand, ' and will by no Means be ſtirted 
up to anſwer the Mind of Gop in his Calls wit» 
them? It 1s all from this Law of Sin, and the 
Power of it that rules and bears ſway in Men, 
that all theſe Things do proceed ; but it is not 
Juch Perſons of whom at preſent we particularly 
treat. 3 
FROM what hath been ſpoken, i will enſue, 
that if there be ſuch a Law in Believers, it is 
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8 their Duty to find it out, to find it ſo 
o be. ä Fi, 


— 
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F Tur more they find its Power, the leſs they 


will feel its Effects. It will not at all advantage a 


Man to have an befical Diſtemper, and not to diſ- 
cover it; a Fire 
it 


themſelves, and no more. Pro 


| rity and Pride, all which the Lo R 's Soul abhors. 


* 


Indwelling-Sin a Law, &c. 


- 


re lying fecretly in his Houſe, and 
not to know it. So much as Men find of this 
Law in them, ſo much they will abhor it, and 

dem 8 My Proportionably alſo to their 
diſcovery of it, will be their earnefineſs for Grace; 
nor will it riſe higher. All Watchfulneſs and Dili- 
gence in Obedience will be anſwerable alſo there- 
unto. Upon this one hinge, or finding out, and ex- 
periencing the Power and the Efficacy of this Law 
of Sin, turns the whole courfe of our lives. Igno- 
rance of it breeds Senſleſneſs, Careleſneſs, Sloth, Secu- 
Eruptions into great, open, Conſcience-waſting, ſcan- 
dalous Sins, are from want of a due ſpiritual Con- 
ſideration of this Lavv. Enquire then hovv it 1s 


with your Souls; what do you find of this Law, 


vvhat experience have you of its Power and Effi- 


you ſtand in need of? What Su 


cacy? Do you find it dwelling in you, always pre- 
ent ,Vvith you, exciting it ſelf, or Eaün forth its 
Poiſon vvith facility and eaſineſs, at all Times, in all 


our Duties, token you would do good? What Humi- 
Nation, vvhat Selt-abaſement,' vvhat Intenſneſs in 
Prayer, vvhat Diligence, vvhat Watchfulneſs doth this 
call for at your hands? What ſpiritual Wiſdom do 
plies of Grace, 
vvhat Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt vvill be hence 
alio diſcovered. I fear vve have fevy of us a Dili- 
gence proportionable to our Danger. . 
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CHAP. III. 


De Seat or Subject of the Law of vin. The Heart, 
- What meant therely. Properties of the Heart as 
poſſeſſed by Sin. Unſearchable. Decentful. Whence 


that Deceit ariſeth, Improvements of the Conſide- 
W 4 


Aving manifeſted Indrvelling-Sin whereof we 

treat Þ the remainders of it in Believers, to be 
a Law, and evinced in general, the power of ir 
from thence, we ſhall now proceed to give parti- 


cular inſtances of its efficacy and advantages, from 


ſome Things that generally relate unte it as ſuch. 

And theſe are three. Firf, Its Seat and Subject. 

Secondly, Its Natural Properties. And Thirdhy, Its 

| Operations and the Manner thereof, vvhich principally 

we aim at, and ſhall attend thereunta. 

FIRST, For the Seat and Subject of this Lavv 

of Sin, the Scripture every vvhere aſſigns it to be the 

Heart. There Jndwelling-Sin keeps its eſpecial reſi- 


dence. It hath invaded and poſſeſſed the Throne 
of God himſelf, Eccleſ. ix. 3. Me 


| dneſs is in the Heart 
of Men whilſt they live, This is their madneſs, or 
the root of all that madneſs vvhich appears in their 


Lives, Matth. xv. 19. Out of the Heart proceed evil 
Thoughts, Murthers, © Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, 
falje Witneſſes, Blaſpbemzes, &c. There are many out- 
vvard Temptations and Provocations that befall Men, 
vvhich excite and ſtir them up unto theſs evils. Bux 
they do but (as it vvere] open the Veſſel, and let 
out vvhat is laid up and ftored in it. The root, 
riſe, and ſpring of all theſe Things is in the Heart. 
"Temptations and Occaſions put nothing into a Man, 
but only dravv out vvhat vvas in him before. Hence 


that ſummary Deſcription of the vvhole Work and 
en. vi. 5. Every tmagi- 
nalion 


ect of this Lavv of Sin, 


2D Seat of Sin in the Heart. RE 
nation of the Thoughts of Mans Heart is only evil. 
continually; So allo, Chap. viii. 21. The vvhole 
Work of the Lavv of Sin, from its firſt riſe, its firft 
coyning of actual Sin, is here deſcribed; and its Seat, 
its Work-houſe, is ſaid to be the Heart. And fo it 
is called by our Saviour, The evil treaſure of the 
Heart, Luke vi. 45. An evil Mun, out of the evil 
treaſure of his Heart, bringeth forth evil things... This 
treaſure is the prevailing Principle of moral Actions 
that i: in Men. So in the beginning of the Verſe, 
our Saviour calls Grace the good treaſure of the Heart 
of a L Man, vvhence that vvhich is good doth 
raceed. It is a Principle conſtantly and abundantly 
inciting and ſtirring up unto, and conſequently bring- 
ing forth Actions conformable, and like unto it, of 
the fame kind and nature with its ſelf. And it 18 
allo called a treaſure for its abundance. It will never 
W be exhauſted, it is not waſted by Mens ſpending on 
. it: yea, the more laviſſi Men are of this Stock, the 
I) more they draw out of this "Treaſure, the more it 
ws and abounds: As Men do not ſpend their 
1 race, but increaſe it by its exerciſe, no more da 
they their Indwelling-Sin. The more Men exerciſe 
their Grace in Duties of Obedience, the more it is 
„ ſtrengthned and inereaſed. And the more Men exert 
i, and put forth the Fruits of their Luſt, the more is 
„ that enraged and encreaſed in them. It feeds upon 
it ſelf, ſwallows up its own Poyſon, and grows there- 
by. The more Men fin, the more are they inclined 
unto fin. It is from the deceitfulne/s of this Lavv 
of Sin, vvhercof vve ſliall ſpeak aftervvards at large, 
that Men * themſelves, that by this or that 
particular Sin, they ſhall ſo ſatisfie their Luſts, as 
that they ſhall need to Sin no more. Every Sin in- 
creaſeth the Principle, and ſortifieth the Habit of ſin- 
ning. It is an ei treaſure that increaſeth by doing 
evil. And vvhere doth this treaſure ly? It is in 
the Heart, there it is laid up, there it is kept in 
 Jatety. All the Men in the World, all the Angels in 
- Heayen, cannot diſpoſſeſs a Man of this trealure, it 
is 10 lately ſtored in the Heart. 
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Seat of Sin in the Heart, ar 

Tur Heart in the. Scripture is variouſly uſed. 
Sometimes for the Mind and Underſtanding; ſome- 
times for the Vill; ſometimes for the Afe#ions 
ſometimes for the Conſcience; ſometimes for the 
whele Soul. Generally it denotes the svho/e Soul 
of Man, and all the Faculties of it, not abſolutely, but 


| as they are all one Principle of moral Operations, as 


they all concurr in our doing good or evil. The 
Mind as it enquireth, diſcerneth, and judgeth vvhat is 
to be done, vvhat refuſed. The Villl as it chuſeth, or 


refuſeth, and avoids. The Afectious, as they lite, ov 


diſlite, cleave to, or have an averſation from tha 
vvhich is propoſed to them. The . Conſcience, as it 
vvarns, and "determines, are altogether called the 
Heart. And in this Senſe it is that vve fay the Seat 
and Subject of this Lavv of Sin is the Heart of Man. 
Only vve may add, that the Scripture ſpeakin 
of the Heart, as the Principle of Mens good or ev 
Actions, doth uſually infinuate together vvith it tvvo 
Things belonging unto the manner of their per- 
formance. 
FIR sT, A fuitableneſs and pleaſingneſs unto the 
Soul in the Things that are done. When Men 
take delight, and are pleaſed in, and vvith vvhat 
they do, they are faid to do it heartily vvith their 
vvhole Hearts. Thus vrhen Go p himſelf bleſſeth 
his People in love and delight, he fays, he doth 
it vvith his cohole Heart, and his tohole Soul, Jer. 
XXXII. 41. | , 
SECONDLY, Reſolution and conſtancy, in ſuch 


Actions. And this alſo is denoted in the Metapho- 


rical expreſſion before uſed of a Treaſure, from 
vvhence Men do conſtantly take out the Things 
8 either they ſtand in need of, or do intend 
to uſe. . 

Tus is the Subject, the Seat, the Dvvelling- 
place of this Lavv of Sin. The Heart as it is the 
entire Principte of moral Operations, of doing good 
or evil, as out of it proceed good or evil. — 
dvvells our Enemy: This is the Fort, the Cittadel 
of this Tyrant, vyhere it maintains a Rebellion 


againſt 


2 Go p all our Days. Sometimes it hath more 
rength, and conſequently more ſucceſs; ſometimes 
leſs of the one, and of the other, but is alvvays in 
Rebellion vvhilſt vve hve. 
if THrar vve may in our Paſſage take a little vievv 
| || of the ſtrength ms povver of Sin from this Seat and 
'Y Subject of it, vve may conſider one or tvvo Proper- 
"| ties of the Heart that exceedingly contribute there- 


22, Srat of Sin in the Heart. 
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* unto. It is like an Enemy in War, vvhoſe ſtrength 
1 and povver, ly not only in his numbers, and force 
1 ; of Men or Arms, but alſo in the unconquerable 


Forts that he doth poſſeſs. And ſuch is the Heart 
to this Enemy of G op and our Souls, as- will ap- 
your from the — of it, whereof one or two 
be mentioned. | 
Fils r, It is wnſearchable, Jer. xvii. 9, 10, Who 
tan know the Heart? I the Logp ſearch it. The 
Heart of Man is pervious to Gp only; hence he 
takes the honour of ſearching the Heart to be as pe- 
culiar to himſelf, and as fully declaring him to be 
Go p, as any other glorious Attribute of his Na- 
ture. We know not the Hearts of one another, 'we _ 
know not cr own Hearts as we ought. Many there 
are that know not their Hearts as to their general Bent 
and Diſpoſition, whether it be good or bad, ſincere 
and ſound, or corrupt and naught; but no one know- 
eth all the ſecret Intrigues, the Windings and Turn- 
ings, the Actings and Averſations of his own Heart. 
Hath any one the perfect Meaſure of his own Light, 
and Darkneſs? Can any one know what we 4 
of — or e 0 1 4 will brin OA 
upon the propolal of that en variety o | 
he it is S E emit with? Can 4 one tra- 
verſe the various Mutability of his Affections? Do 
the ſecret Springs of 2 and refuſing in the Soul, 
iy before the Eyes of any Man? Doth any one know 


„ 


What will be the Motions of the Mind or Will, in 
ſuch and ſuch Conjunctions of Things? Such a ſuit- 
ing of Objects, ſuch a pretenſion of Reaſonings, ſuch 
an appearance of Things deſirable? All in Heaven 
and Earth but the Iinite All- ſecing God, are utter- 
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17 ignorant of theſe Things. In this 22 


Heart dwells the Law of Sin, and much of its Secu- 
rity, and conſequently of its Strength, lies in this, that 
it 18 27 our finding out. e fight with an Enemy 
whoſe ſecret ſtrength we cannot diſcover, whom we 
cannot follow into its retirements. - Hence oftentimes, 
when we are ready to think Sin quite ruined, after 
a while we find it was but out of light. It hath co- 
verts and retreats in an «nſearchable Heart, whether 


we cannot purſue it. The Soul may perſwade it felt 
all is well, when Sin may be fafe in the hidden dark- 


is of the Mind, which 'tis impoſſible that he ſhould 
ook into; for whatever makes manifeſt is /zght. It 
may ſuppoſe the will of inning is utterly taken away, 
when yet there is an unſearchable reſerve for a more 
ſuitable Object, a more vigorous Temptation than at 
preſent it 13 tried withal. Hath a Man had a conteſt 
with any Luſt, and a bleſſed victory over it by the 
Holy Ghoſt, as to that 22 Trial; when he thinks 
it is utterly expellc e cer long finds that it was 
but retired out of ſight. It can ly fo cloſe in the 
Minds darkneſs, in the Wills indifpoſition, in the di- 
order and carnality of the Affections, that no Eye can 
diſcover it. The beſt of our Wiſdom is but to watch 
its firlt appearances, to catch its firſt #nder-earth heav- 
ings and workings, and to ſet our ſelves in oppoſition 
to them; for to tollow it into the ſecret corners of the 
Heart, that we cannot do. It is true, there is yet 
a Relief in this Caſe, namely, that he to whom the 


Work of deſtroying the Law of Sin, and Body of 


Death in us is principally committed, namely, the 
Holy Ghoſt, comes with his Ax to the very Root, 
neither is there any thing in an unſearchable Heart 
that is not open and naked unto him, Heb. 4. 12. 
Rat we in a Way of Duty may hence ſee what an 

nemy we have to deal withal. 1 . . 
SECO NL, As it is unſearchable, ſo it is decert- 
ful, as in the place above mentioned; it is deceitful 
above all things, incomparably ſo. There is great De- 
ceit in the Dealings of Men in the World, great in 
their Counſels and Contrivances in reference A 
vo airs 
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Affairs Private and Publick; great Deceit in their 
Words and Actings: the World is full of Deceit and 
Fraud. But all this is nothing to the Deceit that is 
in Mans Heart t0wards himſelf, for that is the mean- 
ing of the expreſſion in this place, and not towards 
others. Now incomparable deceitfulneſs, added to un- 
ſearchableneſs, gives à great addition and increaſe of 
ſtrength to the Law of Sin, upon the account of its 
Seat and Subject. I ſpeak not yet of the deceitfulneſs 
of Sin it ſelf, but the deceitfulneſs of the Heart where 
it is ſeated, Prov. xxvi. 25. There are ſeven abomina- 
tions in the Heart; that is, not only many, but an 
abſolnte complete number, as ſever denotes: and the 
are ſuch abominations as conſiſt in deceitfulneſs ; ſo 
the Caution foregoing infinuates, Truſt him not; for 
it is only Dectit that ſhould make us not to truſt in 
_ _ - and meaſure which the Object is cap- 
able of. | 
Now this deceitfulneſ of the Heart, whereby it is 
exceedingly advantaged in its harbouring of Sin, lies 
chiefly in theſe two Things. 1 | 
FIRST, That it abounds in Contradictians, fo that 
it is not to be found and dealt withal according to 
any conſtant Rule, and way of Procedure. There 
are ſome Men that have much of this from their na- 
tqral Conſtitution, or from other Cauſes in their Con- 
verlation. They ſeem to be made up of Contradicti- 
on,; ſometimes to be very wiſe in their Affairs, 
ſometimes very fooliſh; very open, and very re- 
ſerved; very facile, and very obſtinate; very eaſie 
to be intreated, and very revengeful, all in a re- 
markable height. This is generally accounted a bad 
Character, and is ſeldom found but when it proceeds 
from ſome notable predominant Luſt. But in gene- 
ral, in reſpect of moral Good or Evil, Duty or Sin, 
it is fo with the Heart of every Man; flaming hot, 
or key cold! weak, and yet ſtubbornz obſtinate, 
and facile. The Frame of the Meart is ready to 
contraditt it lelf every moment. Now 299 would 
think you had it all for ſuch a Frame, ſuch a Way; 
anon it is quite otherwiſe :- ſo that none know What 
| 3 10 


* which the Mind diſcovers; the Affections d 
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to expect ſrom it. The Riſe of this is, the diſorder _ 
that is brought Upon all its Faculties by Sin. Go 
created them all in a perfect Harmony and Union. 
The Mind and Reaſon were an Ju Subjection 
and Subordination to Go Dp, and his Will; the 
Will anfivered in its choice of 2 the diſcovery 
made of it by the Mind; the Affections conſtant] 
and evenly followed the Underſtanding and Will. 
The Minds ſubjection to Go np was the ſpring of . 
the orderly and Harmonious Motion of the Soul, and 
all the Wheels in it. That being diſturbed by Sin, 
the reit of the Faculties move croſs and contrary 
one ta another; the Will chuſeth not the oe 

elight 
not in that which the Will chuſeth, but all jar — 
interfere, croſs and rebel againſt each other. This 
we have got by our falling from Go b. Hence 
ſometimes the Will leads, the Judgment follows. Yea, 
commonly the Affections that ſhould attend upon 
all, get the ſovereignty, and draw the whole Soul 
captive after them. And hence it is, as I ſaid, that 
the Heart is made up of ſo many Contradictions in 
its Actings. Sometimes the MI retains its ſove- 
reignty, and the Affections are in ſubjection, and the 
Will ready for its Duty. This puts a good Face 
upon Things. Immediately the Rebellion of the 
Affections, or the Obſtinacy of the Will take place 
and prevail, and the whole Scene is changed. his, 
I fay, makes the Heart deceitful above all Things ; 
it agrees not at all in it felt, is not conſtant to it 
ſelf, hath no Order that it is conſtant unto, is under 
no certain Conduct that is ſtable, but (if I may ſo 
ſay) hath a Rotation in it ſelf, where oft- times the 
Feet lead and guide the whole. 

SECONDLY, Its Deceit lies in its u,,epromiſings 
upon the firſt appearance of Things. And this allo 
proceeds from the fame Principle with the former. 
Sometimes the AﬀeCtions are feuched and wrought 
upon, the whole Heart appears in a fair Frame, all 
ee to be well. ithin a while the whole 

rame is changed; the Mind was not at all affected 

fe Or 
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or turned; the Affections a little ated their parts, 
and are gone off, and all the fair Promiſes of the 
Heart ate departed with them. Now add this deceir- 
fulneſs to the unſearchableneſs before mentioned, and 
we ſhall find, that at leaft the difficulty of dealing 
effectually with Sin in its Seat and Throne, will be 
exceedingly increaſed. A deceiving and a deceived 
Heart, who can deal with it? Eſpecially conſidering 
that the Heart imploys all its deceits unto the ſervice 
of Sin, contributes them all to its fartherance. All 
the Diſorder that is in the Heart, all its falſe Pro- 
miſes, and fair Appearances, promote the Intereſt and 
Advantages of Sin. Hence Go p cautions the People 
to look to it; leſt their own Hearts ſhould entice and 
deceive them. | 


Wuo can mention the Treacheries and Deceits 


that ly in the Heart of Man? It is not for nothing 


that the Holy Ghoſt ſo expreſſeth it, It is deceitful 
above all thingz? uncertain in what it doth, and 
falſe in what it promiſeth. And hence moreover it 
is, amongſt other Cauſes, that in the purſuit of our 
War againſt Sin, we have hot only the old Work 


to go over and over, but new Work ſtill while we 


live in this World; ftill new Stratagems and Wiles 
to deal withal, as the Manner will be where un- 
— and deceitfulnefs are to be contended 
with. | 

THERE are many other Properties of this Seat 
and Subject of the w of Sin, which might be 
inſiſted on to the fame End and Purpoſe, but that 
would too far divert us from our particular Defign ; 
and therefore I ſhall paſs theſe over with ſome few 
Conſiderations. | ** - 
NE vx let us reckon that our Work in contend- 
ing againſt Sin, in cry mortifying, and ſub- 
duing of it, is at an end. The Place of its Habita- 
tion is @nſcarchable; , and when we may think that 
we have throughly won the Field, there is ſtill ſome 
reſerve remaining that we ſaw not, that we knew 
not of. Many Conquerors have been ruined by 
their careleſnels after a Victory; and many have 


been 


been {piritually wounded after great Succefles 
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this Ene David was ſo, his great ſurprizal into 
Sin was ra long. Profeſhon, manifold 15 riences 


iquity. And hence in part hath it come to paſs, 


of Gov, and watchful keeping himſelf from his 
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that the Profeſſion. of many hath declined in their 


% Age, or riper Time; which muſt niore_diftinly | 
be ſpoken to afterwards. .. They have given over the 


Work of. Mortifying of Sin; before their Work was 
at an end. There is no way for us to purſue Sin in 


its unſearchable 1 cer but by being endleſs in 


our Purſuit. And that Command of the Apoſtle 


which we have, Col. 3. 5. bn this Account. is as 


neceſſary for' them to 'obſerve, who are towards the 
End of their Race, as thoſe that are but at the Be- 
ginning of it. Mortifie therefore your . Members that 
are on the Earth ; be always doing it whilſt you 
live in this World. It | 
wried on; Sin is muck{ weakned, ſo that the Soul 
pn. forwards towards Perfection. Bat yet the 
ark muſt bs cndleſt, IJ mean, whilſt we ate in this 
World. If we give over, we ſhall quickly ſee this 
Enemy exerting it ſelf with new ſtrength and vigour. 
It may be, under ſome great Affliction, it may be, 
in ſome eminent Fnjoyment of God, in the nſe 
of the ſweetneſs of ble 
we. have been ready to ſay, That there was an end 
of Sin, that it was dead and gone for ever. But 
have -we not found the contrary by Experience? 


* 


* 


f World. It is true, great Ground is ob- 
— when the Work is vi wy and eonſtantly 
o 


. Communion with CUR IST, 


Hath it not manifeſted, that it was only retired into 


ſome unſtarchable Receſſes of the Heart, as to its In- 
being and Nature, though it may be greatly weakned 
in its Power? Let us then reckon on it, that there 
is no Way to have our Work done, but by always 
doing of it; and he vvho dies fighting in this War- 
fare, dies aſſuredly a Congueror. 


SeconDLy, Hath it its Reſidence in that 
vrhich is various, inconſtant, gdeceitfi/ above all 


things? This calls for perpetual Vatchfulneſ: againit 


it. An open Encmy * deals by Violence © . Fn 
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ways, gives ſome Reſpite; you, knovv. vrhere to 
Have him, and chat be 9. Ef ing, ſo as that ſome- 
times jor way ſleep quietly: vvithout fear: But 
apainft Adverſaries that dealt by Deceit and Treachery 
8 are 008 . 8 75 the grea 
nce) nothing will give Security but perpetu; 
Watchfiulneſs. It is impoſſible we ſhould ih i Oxle 
too, Jealous, Doubtful, L or Watchful. 
The Heart hath a thouſand Wiles and Deceits, and 
if we ate in the leaſt off fr 8 Watch, we may 
ſure to be ſurprized: « Hence are thoſe reiterat- 


ed Commands ind Cautions given for Watching, for, 
being ane Diligent, Careful, and the like, 
There is nd. living for them who have to deal 
with an Enemy deceitfu! above , 4 things, unleſs 
they perſiſt in. ſuch 4 Frame. All Cautions that 
are given in this Caſe are necefſary, eſpecially. that, 
Remember not to believe. Doth the Tn romiſe 
fair, reſt not on it, but ſay to the LoD. 
CHrisT, Lorp, do thou undertake for me. 
Doth the Sun ſhine. fair in the Morning, reckon 
not therefore on a fair Day; the Clouds may 
ariſe and fall: though the Morning give a fair Ap- 
pearanee of Sercuity and Peace, turbulent Aﬀecti- 
ons Ry ariſe, and cloud the Soul with Sin and 
Darkne 8. | 1 ; , Wi; 

TaHikDLY, Then, commit the whole Mattes 
with all Care and Diligence unto him who can /earch 
the Heart to the uttermoſt, and knows how to - 


vent all its Treacheries and Deceits. In the Things 


before mentioned lies our Duty, but here lies. our 
Safety. There is no treacherous Corner in our 
earts, but he can ſearch it fo the uttermoſt; 
there's no Deceit in them, but he can diſappoint it. 
This Courſe David takes, P/al. cxxxix. after he had 
ſet forth the Omnipreſence of Go b, and his Omni- 
ſcience, verſe 8, 9, 10. he makes Improvement of it, 
zerie 23. Search me, O Leko, and try me. As 
iT he had faid; It is but a little that I know of my 
deceitful Heart, only I would be ſincere, I would 
not have relerves for Sin retained therein; * 
3 ; . 3vIC 


' Indeelling-Sin Enmity againft"Cid. 29 
Fore do thou, who art preſent with my Heart, who 
* knoweft my Gn long before, undertake this 
; Works, perform it throughly, for thou alone art able 
ſo to do. 1 1 | 
Tun are yet other Arguments for the evi- 
dencing of the power and ſtrength of Indeelling-Sin - 
from whence it is termed a Law, which we muſt 
' paſs through according to the order wherein before 
we laid them down. | | 
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«  Tiduelling-Sin Enmity againſt. God. Thehe. its power. 
* Admits of no 7 5 „ Len: Is 720 Gol Ein. 
4 elf, As it ſelf in averſation from Ged; and 
| " propenſity to Evil. Is Univerſal. ' Tv all of God. 
4 In all of the Seul. Conſtant. . 

8 \ * E have ſech the Seat and Subjeck of this 
d VY Law of Sin. In the next — we _ 
5 take a view of its Nature in general, Which allo 
= will manifeſt its Power and Efficacy. But this E 
th ſhall not enlarge upon; it being not my Buſineſs 
95 (o declare the Nature of Judwelling-Sig, it hath 
= alſo been done by others. I ſhall therefore only 
a in reference unto our ſpecial Deſign in hand, con- 
* ſider one Property of it, that belongs unto its Nature: 
. And this always where-ever it is. And this is that 
ad which is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, Rom. viii. 7. The 
* carnal Mind is Enmity -againſt Gd; that which is 
0 here called, phroonema tes ſarcos, the Wiſdom of the 
As Fleſh, is the ſame with the Lato of Sin, which we 
my inſiſt on. And what. fays he hereof? Why it is 
ad echthra pros toi eon, Enmity againſf God. It is not 
= only an Enemy, fot fb poſſibly ſome Reconciliation 
fore of it unto God might 8 made, but it is Eumity 2 

2 101 


30 Indevelling- Sin Eumity againſt God. 
ſelf, and ſo not capable of accepting any Terms of 
Peace. Enemies thay be Ne gut Ban can- 
not. Yea, the only way to reconcile Enemies, is to 
_ deſtroy the Enmity. So the Apoſtle in another Caſe 
tells us, Rom. 5. 10. We who were Enemies, are re- 
conciled unto God; that is, a Work compaſſed agd 
brought about by the Blood of CarisT; Re a 
reconciling of the greateſt Enemies. But when he 
comes to 2 of Enmity, there is no way for it, 
but it muſt be aboliſhed and 22 Eph. 2. 15. 
Having ang: in his Fleſh the Enmity: There is 
o way to deal with an Enmity whatever, but by its 

lition or Deſtruction. 5 

Arn this alſo lies in it, as it is Enmity, that eve 
Part and Parcel of it, if we may fo ſpeak, tlie lea 
Degree of it can poſſibly remain in any one; 
whilſt, and where there is any thing of its Nature, 
is Enmity ſtill.; It may not be ſo effectual and power- 
ful in Opetation, as where it hath more Life and 
Vigour, but it is Enmity ſtill. As every drop of Poy- 
fon, is Poyſon, and will infect; and every ſpark of 
Fire, is Fire, and will burn; ſo is every thing of 
the Law of Sin; the laſt, the leaſt of it, it is Enmity, 
it will poyſon, it will bum. That which is any 
thing in the ab/ra8, is fill ſo; whilſt it hath any, 
being at all. Our Apaſtle who may well be ſuppoſed 
to have made as great a Progreſs in the ſubduing of 
it, as any one on the Earth, yet after all cries out 
for Deliverance, as from an irreconcileable Enemy, 
Rom. vii. 24. The meaneſt acting, the meaneſt and 
moſt imperceptible working of it, is the acting and 
working of Enmity. Mortification abates of its Force, 
but doth not change its Nature. Grace changeth the 
Nature of Man, but nothing can change the Nature 
of Sin. Whatever effect be wrought upon it, there 
is no effect wrought in it, but that it is Ermity ſtill. 
Sin ſtill. This then by it is our State and Conditi-' 
on. God is /ove, 1 John iv. 8. He is fo in Himſelf, 
eternally excellent and deftrable , above all. He is ſo 
| to us, he is fo in the Blood of his Son, and in all 
the inexprefſible Fruits of it, by which we are what 

we 
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-AN- we are, and wherein all our future Hopes and Ex- 
to pectations are wrapped up. Againſt this God we carry | 
aſe about us an Pnmity, all our Days. An Enmity that 
re- hath this from its Nature; that it is incapable of 
d Cure or Reconciliation. Deſtroyed it may be, it 
Re : ſhall . be, but cured it cannot be. If a Man hath an 
he Enemy to deal withal that is too mighty for him, 
= as David had with Sau!, he may take the courſe that 
15. he did; conſider What it is that purge: his Ene- 
e is my againſt him, and ſo adreſs himſelf to remove the 
its Cauſe, and make up his Peace, 1 Sam. xxvi, 19. If 
the Lorn have fired thee = again/? me, let him 
e accept an Offert 3 byt if they be the Children of Men 
ea curſed be they of the Lon: Come it from God 
Inez or Man, there is yet Hopes of Peace. But when a 
ure, Man hath Enmity it ſelf to deal ichal, nothing is ta 
ver- be expected, but continual fighting to the de- 
and ſtruction of the one Party. If it be not overcome _ 
1 and deſtroyed, it will overcome and deſtroy the 
" Or . 1 : 
ot AND herein lies no ſmall part of its Power which 
ty, we are enquiring after; it can admit of no Terms 
ny of Peace, of no Compolition. There may be a Com- 
my poſition, where there is no Reconciliation. There 
fed may be a Trace, where there is no Peace. But with 
4 KB this Enemy, we can obtain neither the one, nor the 
out | Other. It is never quiet conquering, nor conquered, 
my, which was the only kind of 8 that the famous 
and Warr iour complained of, of old. It is in vain for a 
nd“ Man to have any expectation of re from his Lajt, 
ce, but by its death, of ah/olute freedom,” but by his own. 
the Some in the tumultuating of their Corruptions, ſeek' 
ure for A, ve. by Eibe 5 3 making 
ere proviſion for the Fleſh, to the Luft, thereof, as 
til. the Apoſtle „ Rom. 11 p * Thi is to Alake 
iti- Fire by Wood and Oyl. As all the Fuel in the 
elf, World, all the Fabrick of the Creation that is com- 
10 buſtible, being caſt into the F ire, will not at all 
all latisfie it, but increaſe it; fo is it with Satisfaction 
hat given to Sin by finning, it doth but inflame and in- 


we creaſe. If a Man wi 8 with ſome of his Goods 
3 


unte 


——— 
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| unto an Enemy, it may ſatisſie him; but Enmity 


will have all, and is not one whit the more ſatis- 
hed, than if he had received nothing at all. Like 
the /zan Cattje that were never the leſs hungry, 
for having deyoured the fat. You cannot bargain 
with the Fire to take but ſo much of your Houſes, 
ye have no way but to quench it. It is in this 
Caſe, as it in the Conteſt between a Wiſe Man 
and a Foo), Prov. xxix. 9. Whether he rage or 
laugh, there is mo reff. Whatever Frame or Temper 
he be in, his importunate Folly makes him trouble- 
ſome. It is ſo with this [ndwelling-Sin, whether it 
rage or laugh, whether it violently tumultuate, as it 
will de on Provocations and Temptations, it will be 
gutragious in the Soul, or whether it ſeem to be 
pleaſed and contented, to be fatisfied, all is one, 
there is no peace, no reſt to be had with it, or 
by it. Had it then been of any other Nature, ſome. 
other Way might have been fixed pn, but being it. 
conſiſts in Eumity, all the relief the Soul hath, muſt 
ly in its Ruin. * VE ISeT 
SgCcoNDLyY, It is not only ſaid to be Enmity, 
but it is faid to be Ermity againſf God. It hath 
choſen a great Enemy indeed. It is in ſundry places 
Propoſed as our Enemy, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Abſtain from 
feſbly Luſs, which war againſt the Sogl. They are 
Enemies to the Soul; that is, to our ſelves. Some- 
710% i bo Enem x the 72 r 8 The 
eſp luſteth or ptelh againſt te Spirit, Gal. 5. 17. 
It fights at, * Sp or the Spiritual Pre 
that is in us, to conquer it; it fights againſt our 
Souls, to deſtroy them. It hath ſpecial Ends and 
Deſigns againſt our Souls, and againſt the Principle 
of Grace that is in us; -but its proper formal Object. 
is G0 b, it is Enmity againſt Go b. It is its work 


to oppoſe Grace, it is a conſequent of its work ta 


oppole our Souls, which follows upon what it doth, 
more than what it intends; but its Nature and form- 
al dN is to oppole Gon; Go as the Law- 
iver, Gop as Holy, God as the Author of the 
oſpel, a Way of Salvation by Grace, and 5 by 
a Orks, 
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Works, is the direct Obje& of the Law of Sin. Why 
' dbth it oppoſe Duty 3, / that the good tue would do, 
207 dy not, either as to Matter or Manner! Why 
Lacth it render the Soul Carnal, Indiſpoſed, N 
8 heving, Unfpiritual, Weary, Wandring? It is becauſe 
' of its Enmity to G on, whom the Sul ums to have 
Communion withal in Duty. It hath (as it were) 
that Command from Satan, which the 4/rians had 
from their King, Fight neither with ſmall nor great, 
' ſaving only with the King of Ijrael, 1 Kings xxii. . 
It is neither great nor ſmall, but God Himſeli the 
King of Hrael, that Jin ſets it ſelf againſt. There 
lies the. ſecret formal Reaſon of all its Oppoſition ta 
'Good, even becauſe it relates unto God. May a Road, 
4. Trade, a Way of Duties be ſet up, where Commu- 
nion with God is not aimed at, but only the Duty 
it ſelf, as is the Manner of Men in moſt of their 
; ſuperſtitious Worſhip, the Oppoſition that wall ly |. 
_ againſt it from the ow of Sin will be very weak, 
eaſie and gentle. Or as the A/rians, becauſe of his 
ew of a King, aſſaulted Jehgſaphat, but when they 
found that it was not Ahab, they turned back from 
purſuing of him. Becaule there is a ſhew and ap- 
arance. of the Worſhip of God, Sin may make 
head againſt it at firſt; but when the Duty - cries out 
in the Heart, that indeed God is not there; Sin 
turns away to ſeek out its proper Enemy, even God 
himſelf elſewhere. And hence do many poor Cyea- 
tures ſpend their Days in diſmal tiring Superſtitions, 
without any great reluctancy from within, When 
others cannot be ſuffered freely to watch with Chriſt 
in a ſpiritual manner one Hour. And it is no won- 
der that Men fight with carnal Weapons for their 
1 Worſhip without, when they have no 
fighting againſt it zoithin. For God is not in it; 
aud the Law of Sin makes not oppoſition to any 
Duty, but to God in every Duty. This is our 
State and Condition, all the Oppoſitiqn that arifeth 
in us unto any thing that is ſpiritually good, lie- 
ther 5 from Daxkneſs in the Mind, or Averſation 
in the Will, or Sloth in the Aﬀections, all the ſecret 
C 4 Arguiay's 


7 


of me, ſaith God to Sinners, 


it is Enmity againſt God ö 5 
Ad ijuncts of it may be conſidered, which will far- 
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Arguingz and Reaſonings that. are in N the Soul in ; 


purſuit of them, the direct Object of them is God 
himſelf. The Enmity lies againſt Zim, which Con- 
ſideration ſurely ſhould influence us to a perpetual 
conſtant Watchfulneſs over our ſelves. "85. 1H 


IT is thus alſo in reſpect of all Propenſity unto 


Sin, as well as Averſation from God. It is God 


himſelf that is aimed at. It is true, the Pleaſures, 


the Wages of Sin, do greatly influence the ſenſual 
carnal AﬀeCtions of Men; but it is the Holineſs and 


| Suthority of God, that Sin it {elf riſes up againſt; 


t. hates the Yoke of the Lord; Thos haſt been weary 
pd that 'during their 

erformance of abundance of Duties Every Act 
of Sin, is a Fruit of being weary of God. Thus Fob 


tells us, what lies at the bottom+ in the Heart of 
Sinners; They ſay to the Lerd, Depart from us: It 


is Enmity againſt Ng and Averſation from him. 
Here lies the formal Nature 'of every Sin, it is an 
Oppoſition to God, a caſting off his Yoke, a break- 


' Ing off the Dependance which the Creature ought 


to have on the Creator. And the Apoltle, Rom. 8. 7. 
ives the Reaſon by he aflirms tbe carnal Mind to 
2 Enmity againſt God; namely, becauſe it is mot ſub- 

ject ts the Will of Grd, ner indicd can be. It never is, 

nor will, hor cn be ſubject to God, its whole Na- 
ture conſiſting in an Oppoſition to him. The Soul 
wherein it is, may be ſubject to the Law of God:; 
but this Law of Sin ſets up in contrariety unto it, 
ant will not be in Sb 

To manifeſt a little farther the Power of this 

Law of Sin, from the Property of its Nature, that 

3 one or two inſeparable 


ther evince it. 


FIA s T, It is «niver/a/; Some Contentions are 


pounded unto ſome particular Concernments; this 


3s about one Thing, that about another. It is not 
to here; the Ernuty is abſolute and univerſal, as 
are all Enmities that are grounded in the Nature 


ef the Things themſelves. Such Enmity is print 
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the whole kind of that which is its Object. Such 
is this Enmity: For Firf It is Univerſal to all of 
God: And Secondly, It is Univerſal in all of the 
Soul = 


Fix ST, It is Univerſal ta all of God. If there 
were any hog of God, his Nature, Properties, his 
Mind or Will, his Law or Goſpel, any Duty of 
Obedience to him 


„ of: Communion with him, that 


Sin had not an Enmity againſt, the Soul might have 


a conſtant Shelter and Retreat within it ſelf, by ap- 
lying it ſelf to that of God, to that of Duty towards 
* to that of Communion with him, that Sin would 
make no Oppofition againſt. But the Enmity lies 
againſt God, and all of God, and every thing wherein, 
or whereby we have to do with him. It is not ſub- 
; the Law, nor — Part nor Parcel, Word 
L atever is oppoſite to any 

thing as ſuch, is oppoſite unto all of it. Sin 1s 
Enmity to God as God, and therefore to all of 
God. Not his Goodneſs, not his Holineſs, not his 
ercy, not his Grace, not his Promiſes: There is 
not any thing of him, which it doth not make head 
againſt ; nor any Duty, Private, Publick, in the Heart, 
in external Works, which it oppoſeth not. And 


the nearer (if I may fo ſay) any thing is to God, 


the greater is its Enmity unto it. he more of 
Spirituality and Holineſs 1s in any Thing, 'the greater 
is its Eninity. That which hath moſt of God, hath 
moſt of its Oppoſition. Concerning them in whom 
this Law is predominant, God fays, Ie have ſet at 
nought all my Counjel, and you would have none of ay 
' Reproef, Prov. I. 25. Not this or that part of God's 
Counſel, his Mind or Will is oppoſed, but «/l his 
Counſel; whatever he calleth for, or guideth unto. 
in every particular of it, all is ſet at nought, and 
nothing of his Reproof attended unto. A Man 
. would think it not very ſtrange that Sin ſhould 
maintain an Enmity againſt God in his Law, which 
comes to judge it, tb condemn it; but it miſeth 2 
you Enmity againit him in his Goſpel, wherein 
tenders , Mercy and Pardon, as a Deliverance from 

it, 
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it, and that meerly - becauſe more of the ' glorious 
Properties of G o Þ's Nature, more of his Excellen- 
cies and Condeſcenſion, is . manifeſted therein, than 
in the other. Ae 
. SECoNnvDLy, It is\Univerſal in all of the Saul. 
Would this Law of Sin have contented it folf to have 
ſubdued any one + Facuity of the Soul, would it have 
teft ny one at Liberty, any one Affection free from 
its Yoke and Bondage, it might poſſibly have been 
with more eaſe oppoſed, : or ſubdued. But when 
CaRrisT comes With his ſpiritual Power upon the 
Soul, to conquer it to himſelf, he hath no quiet 
Landing- place. He can ſet Foot on no Ground; but 
what he muſt fight for and conquer. Not the Mind, 
not an ection, not the Will, but all is ſecared 
againſt him. And when Grace hath made its en- 
trance; yet Sin will dwell in all its coaſts. Were 
any thing in the Soul at perfect Freedom and Liber- 
there a and be made to drive it from 
all the reſt of its Holds: But it is Univerſal, and 
wars in the whole Soul. The Mind hath its own 
Darkneſs and Vanity to wreſtle with; the Will its 
own Stubhornneſs, Obſtinacy and Perverſneſs, every 
Affection its own Frowardneſs and Averlation from 
Gop, and its Senſuality to deal withal; ſo that 
one cannot yield Relief unto one another, as they 
ought; they have ( as it were) their Hands fall 
at Home. Hence it is that our Knowledge is im- 
rtect, our Obedience weak, Love not immixed, 
ear not pure, Delight not free and noble. But L 
muſt not inſiſt on theſe Particulars, or I could 
abundantly  ſhew how diffuſed this Principle 
& 5 againſt Cob is through the whole 


SECONDLY, Hereunto might be added its Con- 
Nancy. It is conſtant | unto it felf, it wavers not, 
it hath no Thoughts of yielding or giving over, 
notwithſtanding the powerful Oppoſition that is made 
unto it both by the Law and Golpel, as afterwards 
mall be ſhewed. _ +. | | 

THis then is a fbird Evidence of the Power of 


Sin, 


ih ail af. a. e r ua. z/cn "as 4...4 an. 
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Sin, taken from its Nature and Properties, wherein 


I have fixed but on ene ſtance for its IIluſtrati- 
on, namely, that it is Ernavity againſt Go p, and that 


| univerſal and conſtant. ; Should We : enter. upon 2- 
| fall Deſcription of it, it would require more Space 
and Time then we have allotted to this whole Sub- 


ject. What hath been delivered, might give us 
a little Senſe of it, if it be the Will of Go p, and 
ſtir us up unto Watchfulneſs. © What can be of a more 
fad Conſideration than that we ſhould carry about 
us conſtantly that which is Egmity againſt Gop, and 
that nat in this or that particular, but in all that 
he is, and in all wherein he hath revealed himſelf: 
J cannot ſay it is well with them who find it not. 
It is well with them indeed in whom it is weakned, 
and the Power of it abated. But yet for them who 
ſay it is at in them, they do but deceive themſelves, 
and there is no Truth in them. n 


* 


CHAP. v. 


W Sin farther diſcovered, as it is Enmi 
. againſt G Its Averſation from all Gaod, 


opened. Mean] to prevent the Effetts of it pre- 


ſcribed. 


E have conſidered ſomewhat of the Nature 
of JIndwelling-Sin, not abjotutely, but in refe- 
rence unto the diſcovery of its Power. But this 
more clearly evidenceth it ſelf in its Acting, and 
Operations. Power is an Act of Life, and Operation 
is the only diſcoverer of Life. We know not” that 
any thing lives, but by the Effects and Works of 
Life. And Freat and firong Operations, diſcover 
a powerful and vigorous Life. Such are the Opera- 
tions of this Law of Sin, which are all Demonitra- 


tions of its Power. 
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THAT which we have declared concerning its 
ature, ' is that it conſiſts in Enmity. Now there are 

two general Heads of the working or operation. of ( 


Enmity. Firſt, Averſation. Secondly, Oppoſition. 


FIRST, Averſatzon. Our Saviovu k deſcribing | 


the Exmity that was between himſelf and the Teach- 
ers of the Fetus, by the Effects of it, faith in the 


Prophet, My Soul hathed them, and their Soul alſo a- 
horred me, h. vii. 8. Where there is mutual En- 


mity, there is mutual Aver/ation, Loathing, and Abo- 
mination. So it was hetween the Fews and the 
Samaritans, _— were Enemies, and abhorred one 
another; as John iv. 9. | 


SECONDLY, Oppoſition, or Contending againſt N 
dne another, is the next Product of Enmity, Iſa. 


iii. 10. He was turned to be their Enemy, and he 


fought againſt them: ſpeaking of Go Þ towards the 


People. Where there is Enmity, there will be Fight- 
ing, it is the proper and natural product of it. 
* both theſe Efegs are found in this Lew 
of Sin. : 
Yr, RST, For ee there is an Averfation 
in it unto Go p, and every thing ef Go b, as we 
have in part diſcovered in handling the Eamity it 
ſelf, and ſo ſhall not need much to inſiſt upon it 
again. All Tzdiſpotrion unto Duty, wherein Commu- 
nion with G0 b is to be obtained, all Wearineſs of 
Duty, all 3 or Formality under Duty, it all 
 fprings from this Root. The wiſe Man cautions us 
againſt this evil, Eccleſ. 5. 1. When thou goeft to the 
Houſe of Go p, _ thy Foot. Haſt thou any - of 
ritual Duty to orm, and doit thou deſign the 
| attaining of any Communion with G o Þ ? k to 
thy ſelf, take care of thy AfeRions, they will be 
gadding 'and wandring, and that from their Aver- 
Jation to what thou haſt in hand. There is not 
any good that we would do, wherein we may not 
find this Arer/ation exerciſing, it ſelf; When I would 
4% good, evil is 4 with me: At any Time, at 
all Times, when 


— " St. 5 - 
IS 7 5 
- 2 2 _ 
== — 3 


| would do any thing that is ſpi- | 
ritually good, it is greſent; that is, to hinder me, 
3 


an outward bodily Tf : 
| Gov, wherein it is not concerned, but 
the Heart oy away. 
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w obſtruct me in my Duty, becauſe it abhort and 
28 the thing which I * in hand, it will keep 
| me offer it if it be poſſible. In zem in whom 


it pre 


ls, it comes at length uu that Frame 
which is expreſſed, Exet. xxxlii. 3t. It will allow 
Preſence unto the Worſhip. of 
it it keeps 


Ie may be ſome will pretend, they find it not ſo 


ſx | in themſelves, but they have Freedom. and Liberty in 


ald unto all the Duties of Obedience that they at- 
tend unto. But I fear, this pretended. Liberty will be 
found upon Examination to ariſe from one or both 
of theſe Cauſes. Firſt, norance of the true State and = 
Condition of their own, Souls, of their inward Man 


and its actings towards Gop. They know not how 


it is with them, and therefore are not to be be- 
lieved in what they report. They are in the dart, 
and neither know what"they do nor whether the 
are going. It is like the Phariſee knew little of this 
Matter, which made him of his Duties to 
Gop himſelf. Or, 8 It may be whatever 
Duties of Worſhip or Obedience ſuch Perſons per- 
form, they may through want of Faith, and an In- 
tereſt in CH IS T, have no Communion with Gon 
in them. And if ſo, Sin will make but little Oppo- 
ſition unto them therein. We * of them whole 
Hearts ate exerciſed with theſe Things, and if under 
their Complaints of them, and Groanings for De- 
liverance from them, others cry out unto them, 
Stand off, we are holier than ye, they are willing 
to bear their Condition, as knowing that their Way 
inay be Safe, though it be Troubleſome, and being 
willing' to ſee their own Dangers, that they may 
avoid the Ruin which others fall into. | | 
LzT us then a little conſider this Aver/ation in 
ſuch Acts of Obedience, as wherein there is no 
Concernment but that of Gon and the Soul. In 
ps Duties there may be a mixture of other 
Conſiderations; they may be ſo influenced by Cuſtom 
and Neceſlity, that a right judgment cannot 2 
them 
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them be made of this Matter. But let us take into 
©onltderation' the Duties of Retirement, iv ate 
Prayer and Meditation, and the like; or Me 
ordinary Duties, or Duties to be performed in an 
extraordinary Manner... F 
FiR sr, In theſe will this Averſation and Loathing 
oftentimes diſcover it ſelf in the AFectiont. A ſecret 
ſtriving: will be in them about cloſe and cordial iſ 
dealing with G op. Unleſs the Hand of Gov in 
his Spirit be high atid ſtrong upon the Soul, even 
when Convictions, ſenſe of Duty, dear and rea? i 
Eſteem of Go p, and Communion with him, have 
carried the Soul into its Cloſet, yet if there be not 
the Vigout and Power of a ſpiritual Life conſtantly 
at work, there will be a ſecret loathneſs in them 
unto Duty; yea, ſometimes there will be a violent 
Inclination to the contrary; ſo that the Soul had 
Tather do any Thing, embrgee. any Diver/ion, ae. 
it wound it {elf thereby, than - vigorouſly apply 
it ſelf unto that which in the inward Man it 
breaths after. It is wear) butofe it begins, and fays 
When will the Work be over? Here Gop an 
the Soul are immediately concerned, and it is 2 
great Conqueſt to do That we world, though we 
tome exceedingly ſhort of what we ſhould do. 
SECON DL, It diſcovers it ſelf in the Mind 
alſo: When we addreſs our ſelves to Gop in 
CHRIST, we are, as Fob ſpeaks, to fill aur Mouths 
with Arguments, Job xxiii. 4. that we may be able 
to plead with him, as he calls upon us to do, If. 
Xxliſi. 20. Put me in remembrance, let us plead together. 
Whence the Church is called upon to take unto it 
ſelf Words or Arguments in going th Gob, Hoſea 
xiv. 2. The ſum is, that the Mind ſhould be fur- 
niſhed.. with the Conſiderations that are bal gi. 
with Gop, and be in readineſs to plead them, and 
to manage them in the molt ſpiritual minner to th 
beſt advantage. Noiv is there no dimculty to 80 
the Mind into ſuch a frame, as te lay out it ſelf to 
the utmoſt in this Work? To be clear, ſteddy, and 
conſtant in its Duty? To draw out, and make * 
0 
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of its Stores and Furniture of Promiſes and Expe- 
rienceg It arts, wanders, flags, all from this ſecret 
e unto Communion with Go p, which pro- 
cceds from the Law -of Indibelling- Sin. Some com- 
Plain that _ can make no Work of Mediation, 
they cannot bend their Minds unto it. I confeſs 
there may be a great Cauſe of this, in their want 
© of+a right underſtanding of the Duty” it ſelf, and 


of the Ways of managing the Soul in it, Which 
IT therefore I ſhall a little ſpeak to afterwards. But 


yet this "ay: Enmity hath its hand in the Loſs they 
are at allo, and that both in their Minds and in 
their Aﬀections. Others are forced to live in F. 
mily and Publick Duties, they find ſuch little Benefit 
and Succeſs in Private. nd here hath been the 
beginning of the Apoſtaſie pf many Profeſſors, and 
IF the ſource of many fooliſh ſenſual Opinions. Find- 
ing this Aver/ation in their Minds and Affections 
from cloſeneſs and conſtancy in private ſpiritual Du- 
ties, not knowing how to conquer and ee againſt 
theſe Difficulties through im robo enables us, _ | 
have at firit been ſubdued to a _— of them, firft 
partial, then total, until having loft all Conſcience | 
of them, they have had a Door opened unto all Sim 
and Licentiouſneis, and fo to à full and utter Apoſt a- 
fie. I am perſwaded there are very few that Abo- 
ſtatize from a Profeſſion of any continuance; ſuch as 
our Days abound withal, but their door of entrance 
into the folly of backſliding, was either ſome greaf 
and notorious din that bloodied their Conſeiences, 
tainted their Affections, and intercepted all delight 
of having any thing more to do with Gob; or 
elle it was a Courſe of Neglect in private Duties, 
ariſing from a Wearineſs of contending againſt that 
3 Averſation which they found in themſelves 
nto them. And this alſo through the Craft of Sa- 
tan, hath been improved into many fooliſh and ſen- 
ſual Opinions, of /iving anto Gop without, and 
above any Duties of Communion. And we find, that 
after Men have for a while choaked and blinded 
their Conſciences with this Pretence, curſed 8 
| nels, 


— 
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neſs, or Senſuality hath been the end of their folly; 
And the _ Reaſon of all this is, that the giving 
way to the Lat of Sin in the leaſt, is iving | 
ſtrength unto it: To let it alone, is to Jet it 
: 2 not to conquer it, is to be conquered i 
N 4 it is in Reſpect of Private, fb it is alſo in Re- 
ſpect of Publict Duties, that have any Thing extra.. 
ordinary in them. What Strivings, Struglings, and 
Pleadings are there in the Heart about h 
cially againſt the Spirituality of them. Vea, in and 


if it be not E watched over, it will work 
to a ſtrange and an unexpected Iſſue. In brief, let 
the Soul uncloath an uty whatever, Private or 
| Publick, any Thing that is called Good; let a Man 
diveſt it of all outwatd Reſpects, which ſecretly in- 
/ finuate themſelves into the Mind, and give it ſome 
, Complacency in what it is about, but do nat render 
it acceptable unto Go p, and he ſhall aſſuredly find 
' ſomewhat of the Power, and ſome of the Effects of 
this Averſation. It begins in Loathneſs and Indiſpo- 
ſition, goes on with Intangling the Mind and At- 
fections with other Things, and will end, if not pre- 
vented, in Wearine/ſs of G Ob, which he complains 
| ef in his People, Ja. xliii. 22. They ceaſed from 
' uty, becaule they were weary © O D. 
Duty, becauſe they ry of G 
\'F Bur this Inſtance being of great Importance unto 
. rofeſſors in their walking with Go b, we mult not 
| | paſs it over without ſome Intimations of Directi- 


| ons for them in their. Contending againſt it, and 
1 Oppoſition th it. Only this mutt be premiſed, that 
; | 1 am not giving Directions for the Mortifying of 
I! inewelling-Sin in general, which is to be done alone 
4 by the Spirit of CMR IST, by vertue of our Union 
| ! | with him, Rom. vili. 13. but only of our _— 
1 Aly, 


em, eſpe- . yy 


under them, will not the Mind and Aﬀections ll 

etimes be intangled with Things «ncoeth, new Wl 
and ftrange unto, them, ſuch as at the Time of the 
leaſt ſerious Buſineſs, a Man would not deign to 
take into his Thoughts. But if the leaſt Looſe, Li- 5 
berty or Advantage be given unto Indwelling-Sin, i 
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Ty Duty, with reference unto this eſpecial Evil or Effect 
oF of Indwel/ing-Sin that we have a little inſiſted on, or 
what in this fagle Caſe the Wiſdom of Faith ſeems 
to direct unto, and call for; which will be our 
Way and Courſe in our. Proceſs upon the Conſide- 
| ration of other Effects of it. | 5 
Fi nsr, The great Means to prevent the Fruits { 
"1 


and Effects of this Aver/ation, is the conſtant kee 

ing of the Soul in an univerſally holy Frame. 4 
this weakens the whole Law of Six, fo anſwerably 
all Bits Properties; and particularly this Averſatias. 

It is this Frame only that will enable us to ſay with 
the Pſalmiſi, Pal. Ivii. 7. My Heart is fixed, O 
Go p, my Heart is fixed. It is utterly impoſſible to 
3% keep the Heart in a prevailing holy Frame in any 
ene Duty, unleſs it be fo in and unto all and every 
ene. It Sin Intanglements get hold in any one Thing, 
they will put themſelves upon the Soul in 8 
Thing. A conſtant even Frame and Temper in a 
Duties, in a/! Ways, is the only Preſervative for an 
one Way. Let not him who is neglective in Pas- 
lick, perfwade himſelf that all will be clear and eaſie 
in Private, or on the contrary. There is an Har. \ 
mony in Obedience, break but one Part, and you in- 
terrupt the Whole. Our Wounds in particular ariſe 
3 from Negligence as to the whole Courſe. 

o David informs us, Pal. cxix. 6. Then ſhall 1 
nt be aſhamed, when I have a reſpett wnto all thy | 
Commandments. An univerſal Reſpect to all Go n's . 
Commandments, is the only Prelervative from Shame. 
And nothing have we more Reaſon to be aſhamed 
of, than the ſhameful Miſcarriages of our Hearts in 
Point of Duty, which are from the Principle before 


unte entioned. 
t not SECONDLY, Labour to prevent the very Be- | 
_— innings of the workings of this Averſation ; let | 
rg? Trace be before-hand with it in every Duty. We 
1 e directed, 1 Pet. iv. 7 to watch unte Prayer; and 
ng o s it is unto Prayer, ſo unto every Duty; that is 
en o conſider and take eare that we be not hindered 
Y 3 rom within, nor from without, as to a due Per- 
culdi D f formance 
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rmance of it. Watch againſt Temptations to op- 
Poſe them, watch againſt the Averſation that is 
in Sin to prevent it. As we are not to give place 
to Satan, no more are we to Sin. If it be not pre- 
vented in its firſt Attempts, it will prevail. My 
meaning 1s, .whatever Good, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 
| we have to do, and find Evil preſent with us, às we 
[ ſhall find it preſent, prevent its Parlying with the 
E - Soul, its Inſinuating of Poyſon into the Mind and 
| Affections, by a V1gorous, Holy, Violent ſtirring up 
| of the Grace, or Graces that are to be Acted and {et 
| 

t 


7 


ü at Work peculiarly in that Duty. Let Jacob come 

; firſt into the World, or. if prevented by the Vio- 

t lence of Hlau, let him lay hold on his Heel to over- 

| throw him, and obtain the Birth-right. Upon the 
very firſt Motion of Peter to our SaviouR, cry- 

ing, Maſter, ſpare thy ſelf, he immediately replies, 

I + Get thee behind me Satan. 80 ought we to fay, Get 

* thee gone thou Law of Six, thou preſent Evil, and 

. it may be of the fame Uſe unto us. Get Grace 

| then up betimes unto Duty, and be early in the 

ix Rebukes of Sin. 8 VG 

| THriknLy, Though it do its worſt, yet be 

43 ſure it never prevail to a Conqueſt. Be ſure you be 
not 'wearicd out by its Pertinacy, nor driven from 
your Hold by. its Importunity; Do not faint by 
Its Oppolition. Take the Apoſtles Advice, Heb. vi. 

\ 11. We deſire, that every one of you do ſbeto the ſame | 

' diligence, to the full aſſurance of bope unto the end, 

; that ye be not ſflothful. Still hold out in the fame | 
Diligence. There are many Ways whereby, Men 
are driven from a conſtant holy Performance of Du— 
ties, all of them Dangerous, if not Pernicious to the 
Soul. Some are diverted by Bx/:ncſs, ſome by Com- 
pany, ſome by the Power ot 'Lemptations, ſome } 
| ray iiy pgp by their own Darkneis; but none .4o | 

aut as this, When the Soul gives over in Part, 
or in Mule, as wcaried' by the Averſation of Sin 
Goto it, or to Communion With GoDp in it. This 
argues the Souls giving up of it {elf unto the Power 
bi Sin, Which unicis the Lo R D break the __nry ot W+ 
18 5 : | datan 
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SaviouR's Inſtruction is, that we ought a/vays 


la pray, and not to faint, Luke xviii. 1. Oppoſition 
will ariſe, none fo bitter and keen as that from our 
/ own Hearts; if we faint, we 2Tith. © Take. beed, le 


you be wearied, faith the Apoſtle, and faint in your 


Mind, Heb. xii. 3. Such a Fainting as is attended 


with a Wearineſs, and that with a giving place to 
the Averſation working. in our Hearts, is to be ayoid- 
ed, if we would not periſh. The Caution is the 


fame with that of the ſame Apoſtle, Rom. xii. 12: 


Rejoycing in Hope; patient in Tribulation, continuing 


_ inſtant in Prayer. And in general with that of 


hap. vi. 12. Let not Sin therefore reign in your 
mortal Body, that ye 29:4 obey it in the Luft there- 
of. To ceale from Duty, in Part, or in Whole, 
upon the Averſation of Sin unto its Spirituality, is 
to give Sin the Rule, and to obey it in the Luſt 
thereof. Yield: not then unto it, but hold out the 
conflict; Wait on Go vb, and ye ſhall prevail, Iſa. 
xl. 31. They that wait upon the Lok b, ſhall renew 
their. Strength, they fhall mount up with Wings as 
Eagles, they ſhall run, and not be weary, and they 
Shall walk, and not faint. e which is now 
ſo difficult, will increaſe in- difficulty, if we give 
way unto it. But if we abide in our Station, we 
ſhall prevail, the Mouth of the Lo x p hath 
ſpoken it. | : | 

FouRTHLY, Cary about a conftant Humdling 
Senſe of this cloſe Aver/ation unto Spiritualneſs that 
yet hes in our Nature. If Men find the Efficacy 


of it, what /bou/d, what Conſideration can be more 


powerful to bring them unto humble walking with 


op? That after all the Diſcoveries that GO p 


hath made of himſelf unto them, all the Kindneſs 
they have received from him; His doing of them 
Good, and not Evil in all 'Things, there thould yet 
bg ſuch an Heart of Unkindneſs and Unbelief, ſtill 
abiding, as to have an 4ver/ation lying in it to Com- 
munion with Him? How ought the "Thoughts of it 
to caſt us into the Duſt, to fill us with Shame 


D 2 | and 
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| and Selkalahorrency all our Days? What have we 
0 found in“ Go b, in any of our Approaches or Ad- 
x dreſſes unto him, that it ſhould be thus with us? 
| What Iniquity have we found in him? _ Hath he 
Been a Wilderneſs unto us, or a Land of Darkneſs? 
| Did we ever loſe any Thing b _— nigh unto 
him? Nay, hath not therein lyen all the Reſt and 
Peace which we have obtained? Is not he the Foun- 
tain and Spring of all our Mercies, of all our de- 
firable T hings k Hath he not bid us welcome at 
our coming? Have we not received from him 
more than Heart can conceive, or Tongue expreſs ? 
What ails then our Fooliſh and Wretched Hearts, 
to harbour ſuch a curſed ſecret diſlike of him, and 
his Ways? Let us be aſhamed and aſtoniſhed at 
the Conſideration of it, and walk in an humbling 
Senſe of it all our Days. Let us carry it about 
with us in the moſt ſecret of our Thoughts. And 
as this is a Duty in it ſelf acceptable unto Go p, 
who delights to dwell with them that are 
of an humble and contrite Spirit; fo it is of ex- 
ceeding Ethcacy to the weakening of the Evil we 
treat of. | : 
FiFTHLYyY, Labour to poſſeſs the Mind with the 
Beauty and Excellency of Spiritaal Things, that fo 
they may be preſented /ovely and defirable to the 
Soul, and this curſed Averſation of Sin will be weak- 
ned thereby. It is an innate acknowledged Prin- 
ciple, that the Soul of Man will not keep up chear- 
fully unto the Worſhip of God, unleſs it have a Diſ- 
corcry of a Beauty and Comelineſs in it. Hence 
when Men had loft all Spiritual Senſe and Savour 
of the Things of Gop, to ſupply the Want that 
was in their own Souls, they invented outwardly 
pompous and gorgeous Ways of Worſhip, in Images, 
Painting, Pictures, and I know not what carnab Or- 
nainents, which they have called the Beauties of He- 
line/s. Thus much however was diſcovered therein, 
that the Mind of Man muſt ſee a Beauty, a Be. 
ſirableneſs in the Things of Go p's Worſhip, or it 
will not delight in it, Aver/ation will prevail. PE 
| | 450 
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then the Soul labour to acquaint it ſelf with the 
Spiritual Beauty of Obedience, of Communion with 
G op, and of all Duties of immediate approach to 
him, that it may be filled with delight in them. 
It is not my preſent Work to diſcover the Heads 
and Springs of that Beauty and Deſirableneſs which 
is in ſpiritual Duties, in their Relation to G Q D, 
the eternal Spring of all Beauty, to CHRIST, the 
Love, Defire, and. Hope of all Nations, to the 
SPIRIT, the great Beautifier of Souls, rendering 
them by his Grace all glorious within, in their 
Suitableneſs to the Souls of Men, as to their a_ 
towards their laſt End, in the Rectitude and Holi- 
neſs of the Rule in Attendance whereunto they are 
to be performed: But I only fay at prelent in 
eneral, that to acquaint the Soul throughly with 

eſe n is an eminent way of weakning the 
Averſation ſpoken of. 


—_— hy T _ _ 


CHAP. VI. 


The Work of this Enmi ainſf G O D, be 
of Oppoſition. Firſt, 7 Safe Whore? the 
luſting of Sin conſiſtetb. In furprizing , the 
Soul. Readineſs to choſe with Temptations. ts 
jy Ne warring. ( 1.) In Rebellion again 
- 5 of Cract. ( 2.) In AJauiting the 

oul. 


OW this Enmity worketh by way of Ac erſa- 
tion, hath been declared; as alſo the Means 

at the Soul is to uſe: for the preventing of its 
Effects and Prevalency. The ſecond Way whereby it 
exerts its ſelf, is Oppoſition. Enmity will oppsJje and 
contend - with that wherewith it is at Eninity. It 
is ſo in Things Natural and Moral. As Light and 
els, Heat and Go 3 ſo Vertue and Vice op- 


3 pole 


poſe each other. So it is with Sin and Grace, . faith 
the Apoſtle, theſe are contrary one to the other, 
Gal. 5. 17. anticeintai allelois, they are placed and 
ſet in mutual Oppoſition, and that continually and 
conſtantly, as we ſhall ſee. 

Now there are 'I'wo Ways whereby Enemies 
manage an Oppoſition. Fiiſt, By Force. And 
Sccondfy, By HFaud and Deceit. So when the Egyp- 
raus Necame Enemies to the Children of Val, 
and managed an Enmity againſt them, Exod. 1. 10. 
Pharaoh faith, Let us deal wiſely, or rather cunning 


rApectt to this Word, expreſſeth it, As 7. 19. by 
Scphifiry. And unto this Deceit they added Force, 


and Manner of Things, where there is a prevail- 
ing Errmity. And both theſe are made uſe of by 
the Law of Sin, in its Enmity againſt Go p, and 
our Souls. 

I ſhall begin with the firſt; or its aQtings os it 
were in a way of Force, in an open down-right Op- 

fition to GoD, and his Law, or the Greed that a 
dalieving Soul would do in Obedience unto Go d, 


be careful to ſtear our Courle aright, taking the 
Scripture for our Guide, with Spiritual Reaſon and 
Expericnce for our Companions. For there are many 
Shelves in our Courſe, which muſt diligently be 
avoided, that none who conſider 'theſe Things be 


Foundation. | | ; 

[ x this , Way, whereby this Sin exerts its En- 
mity in Oppolition, namely, 4s it were by Force, os 
Strength, there are four Things expreſſing, ſo many 
diſtinct Degrees in its Progreſs and Procedure in 
the purſuit of its Enmit | 


SECONDLY, Its particular Way of Contending, 
it fights or Wari, Rem. 7. 23. James 4. 1. 1 Fel. 
«Ak | THIRDLY, 
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and ſubtilly with this People; for ſo Stephen with 
calaſophiſameros; He uſed all manner of fraudulent 


in their grievous Oppreſſions. This is the Way 


and his Law. And in this whole Matter, we muſt. 


Troubled without Caule, or Corforted without a juſt 


FIRST, Its general . it /a/teth, Gal 


Pym 


* Succeſs, it comes up to Madneſs, as an enraged. 
4 Rey will do, Zell 9. 3. All which we muſt 
W ſpeak to in order. c 


act their Sen/uality in 


of the Mind, as well as of the Fleſh. The Mind, 


times more properly to be called the Fleſh, And 


PT. - 
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TIR pl. u, Its Succeſs in this Conteſt, it 
brings the Soul into Captivity, to the Law of Sin, 
Rom. 7. 23- | 40 7 Ds 
 FounrTHL,y, Its Growth and Rage upon 


FIRST, In generals it is ſaid to Laß, Gal, 5. 17. 
The Fleſh lufteth againſt the Spirit. This Word ex- 
prefſeth the general Nature. of that Oppoſition, 
Which the Law of Sin maketh againit G p,; and 
the Rule of his Spirit or Grace in, them that 
believe. And therefore the leaſt Degree of that 
ppofition is expreſſed hereby. When it doth 
any thing, it ats. As becauſe burning is the 
eneral acting of Fire, whatever it doth elle, it 
oth alſo _burn., When Fire doth any thing, it 
2 5 And when the Law of: Sin doth any thing, 
it %. e . E vert en 
Hr xc all the Actings of this Law of Sin are 
called the Luis of the Flejb, Gal. 5. 16. Ze. ſhall net 
Fulfil the .Luſts of the Fleſh. Rom. 13. 14. Mute no 
proviſion for the Fleſh, to fulfil the Luſh 71A Nor 
are theſe Laſts of the Fi, thoſe only where by Men 
iot, Drunkenneſs; Unclean- 
neſs, and the like, but they comprebend;-all the 
Acting, of the Law of Sin whatever, in all the Fa- 
culties and Affections of the Soul. Thus Eph. 2. 3. 
We have mention of the Deſres, or Wills, or Lu 


the molt, ſpiritual Part of the Soul, hath its 'Lu/ts, 
no leſs than the eas Appetite, which ſeems ſome- 


in the Products of theſe Luſts, there are Defilements 
of the Spirit, as well as of the Fab, 2 Cor. 7. 1. 
hat is, of the Mind and Underſtanding, as well 
as of the Appetite, and Affections, and the Body 
that "attends their Service. And in the Blameliſne/ - 
of all theſe conſiſts our Holineſs, 2 Theſſ. 5. 23. The 
Gop of Peace, "ſanitifie you twhully; and 1' pray 
Gon, your hole "Spirit, and Soul, and Body, oe 
"IN D 4 » prejerved 
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reſerved blameleſs unto the coming of owr Lox 
. 3 Vea, by Jef in this 

atter, the whole old Man, or the Law of Sin, 
is intended, John 3. 6. That which is born of the 
Flſh, is Fl:ſs ; hat is, it is all ſo, and nothing 


elle. And whatever remains of the o Nature in 


the new Man is Fleſh ftill. And this Fleſh bufteth ; 
this Law of Sin doth ſo, which is the general Bot- 


tom and Foundation of all its Oppoſition unto Go p. 
And this it doth two Ways. 


FixsT, In an hiddeh cloſe n unto all 
Evil. This lies in it habitually. Whilſt a Man is in 
the State of Nature, fully under the Power and 
{ Dominion of this Law of Six, it is faid, That every 
figment of his Heart is Evil, and that continually, 
Cen. 6. 5 It can Frame, Faſhion, Produce, or 
nothing but what is Evil: Becauſe this habitual Pre- 
10210 unto Evil, that is in the Law of Sin, is abſo- 
lutely predominant in ſuch a one. It is in the Heart 
like Poiſen, that hath nothing to allay its venemous 
'Qualities, and ſo infefts whatever it touches. An 
where the Power and Dominion of it is broken, 
yet in its own Nature it hath ftill an habitual Pro- 
pen/ity unto that which is Evil, wherein its /u/ting 
doth conſiſt. | 
Bur here we muſt diſtinguiſh between the habi- 
tua] Frame of the Heart, and the natural 1 or 
bavitual . Inclination of the Law of Sin in the Heart. 
The habitual Incliuation of the Heart, is denominated 
from the Principle that bears Chief or Soveraign 
Rule in it; — therefore in Believers it is unto 
| .C;rod, unto G op, unto Holineſs, unto Obedience. 
The Heart is not habitually inclined unto Evil by 
the Remainders of InvwELL1IxG-Sin, but this Six 
in the Heart hath a conſtant habitual Propenſity unto 
Evil in its ſelf, or its own nature. This the Apoſtle 
intends by its eng preſent with us; it is preſent 


with me; that is, ee and for its own end, 


which is to /v/? unto Sin. 


I is with InDwELLING-SIN, as with a River; | 


whit the Springs and Founjains of it are opens 
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Wates are continually ſapplyed unto its Streams, 
ah Ds before it, 4 PP! — it to riſe and 
ſwell, until it bear down all, or overflow the Banks 
about it. Let theſe Waters be abated, N up 
7 


in ſome good Meaſure, in the Springs of them, 
and the * may — and reſtrained. 
But ſtill as long as there is any running Water, it 
will conſtantly — upon what ftands before it, 
according to its Weight and Strength, becauſe it is 
its nature ſo to do. And if by any means, it make 
a Paſſage, it will proceed. So it is with IN pWEI- 
LING-SIN 3 Whilſt the Springs and Fountains of it 
are open, in vain it is for Men to ſet a Damm 
before it by their Conviftions, Reſolutions, Vows 
and Promiſes. They may check it for a while, 
. but it will increaſe, riſe high, and rage at one Time 
or another, until it bears down all thoſe Convicti- 
ons and Reſolutions, or makes it ſelf an under- 
gen Paſſage, by ſome ſecret Luſt that ſhall give a 
ull Vent unto it. But now ſuppoſe that the Springs 
of it are much dryed up by —_— race, 
the Streams or Actings of it abated by Holineſs, 8 
whilſt any Thing remains of it, it will be preſſin 
conſtantly to have Vent, to preſs forward into Actud 
Sin. And this is its ing. 
AN p this habitual Propenſity in it, is diſcovered 
two Ways. | : 
FirsT, In its unexpected er of the Soul 
into fooliſh ſinful Figments and Imaginations which 
it looked not for, nor was any Occaſion admini- 
ſtred unto them. It is with InpwELLinG-SiN, as 
It is with the contrary Principle of Sanctify in 
Grace. This gives the Soul * I may ſo fay 
many a bleſſed jurprizal. - It oftentimes ingenerates 


i FTW "wS Fw” pas <> 1 wes ru WHT. Ty ww is 


wy 1 vw "wo ry 1 


and brings forth an holy ſpiritual Frame in the 
Heart and Mind, when we have had no previous 
rational Confiderations to work them thereunto. 
And this manifeſts it to be an habitual Principle 
prevailing in the Mind: So Cant. vi. 12. Or ever 
J was ' aware, Sen made me as the Cbariot. 
of Ammi-nadib; That is, free, willing and *. 

or 


\ 
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for Communion with Cu RIS T. The Hebrem- 
Word is, IJ knew not; It was done by the Power 
of the Spirit of Grace, ſo that I took no notice 


of it (as it were) until it was done. ig 


vent Actings of Grace in this manner, exciting 
cts of Faith, Love and Complacency in Go p, are 
Evidences of much ſtrength and prevalency of it 
in the Soul. And thus allo it is with INpwELLING- 


Six; cer the, Soul is aware, without any Provocati- 


on or Temptation, when it knows not, it is caſt 
into a vain and fooliſh Frame. Sin produceth its 
Figments ſecretly in the Heart, and prevents the Minds 


Conſideration of, what it is about. I mean thereby; 


thole Adtus primo primi, firſt Acts of the Soul, which 
are thus far inc oluntary, as that they have not the 
adlual conſent of the Will unto them; but are 20 
luntary as far as Sin hath its reſidence in the Will. 
And theſe ſurprigal, if, the Soul be not awake to 
take ſpecdy care for the prevention of their Ten- 


dency, do oftentimes ſet all (as it were.) on Fire, and 


engage the Mind and Affections into actual Sin. 
For as by Grace, we are oftentimes e' er we are aware, 


made. as the Chariots of a willing People, and are far 


engaged in Hcavenly-mindedneſs and Communion 
with CHRIST, making ſpeed in it as in a CHa. 
riot; fo by Sin are we oftentimes, e'er we are 
aware, carried into diſtempered Affections, fooliſn 
Imaginations, and pleaſing Delightfulneſs in Things 
that are not good nor profitable. Hence is that 
Caution of the Apoſtle, Gal. G. 1. ean prolephthe, 


If a Man be ſurprized- at unawares with a. Fault, 


or in a Tranſgreſſion. I doubt not but the Subtilty 
of Satan, and the Power of. Temptation, are there 
taken into Conlideration by the Apoſtle, which 
cauſeth him to cexpreis a Man's falling into Sin, 
by can N it he be ſurprixed: So this work- 
ing of INDWELLIXxG-SIN alſo, hath its Conſideration 
in it, and that in the chzefz/t Place, without which 
nothing elle could /urprize us. For without the 
help theieof, whatever comes from without, from 
Satan, or the World, muſt admit of ſome * 

655 the 
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2» me Mind, before it be received; but it is from 


ad WM within, from our ſelves, that we are /urprized. 
6 * o . 

Hereby are we diſappointed and wrought over to- 
ao that which we would not, and hindered from 
8 che doing of that which we would. | 
10 Hexe E it is, that when the Soul is oftentimes 
a 8 doing ( as it were) quite another Thing, engaged 
- quite upon another Deſign, Sin ftarts that“ in the 
4 eart or Imaginations of it, that carrys it away into 
_ that which is evil and ſinful. Vea, to manifeſt its 
* Power, ſometimes when the Soul is ſeriouſly engaged 


8 in the Mortification of any Sin, it will by one means 
” or other lead it away into a Dalliance with that ve- 
„. Sin whoſe Ruin it is ſeeking, and whoſe Mor- 


3 — 


" tiication it is engaged in. But as there is in this 
It. Operation of the Law of Sin, a ſpecial enticing or 
5 entangling, we ſhall ſpeak unto it fully afterwards. 


Now theis Szrprizals can be. from nothing, but an 


1d habitual Propenſity unto Evil, in the Principle from 
— whence they proceed. Not an habitual Inclinati- 
3 on . unto. actual Sin in the Mind or Heart, but an 
= habjtual Propenſity unto Evil, in the Sin that is in 
we Mind or Heart. This prevents the Soul with” | 
> its Figments. How much Communion, wich Gos? 
_ is hereb 8 how many Meditations are, 
8 diſturbed, how much the Minds and Conſciences { 
os ef Men have been defiled 15 this acting of Sin, 
of ſome may have obſerved. I know no greater Bur- 
* then in the Life of a Believar, than thele 21wolun-, 
it, tary Sarprizals of Soul: Involuntary, I fay, as to 

| the actual Conſent of the Will, but not ſo in re- 
o ſpect of that Corruption which is in the Will, 
wy and is the Principle of them. And it is in reſpect - 
* 9 theſe, that the Apoltle makes his Complaint, 
P Om. 7. 24. : | | 
- | SE £ 0 N. p Ly, This habitual Inclination manifeſts 
ir it {elf in its Readineſs and Promptneſs, without Dil- 
— pute or Alteration to joyn and clole with ever 
— ſemptation, whereby it may poflibly be excited. 
an As we know it is in the nature of Fire to burn, 
= becauſe it immediately lays hold on whatever is cm- 


: ' buſtible. 


3 ST 2: 1 


_ eumbent on the Soul to look to its | 
And this alſo 1 vs a conſtant habitual Propen/ity | 
A 


But yet in all of them, he 


had more Temptations intenſive 
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buftible. 


do with the Temptation as outwardly 
alſo with his own Heart about it. 


Friend in him. Not a Moments 
tween the Propeſal, and the Nece 


unto Evil. Our Saviour faid of the Aſſaults and 


Temptations of Satan, The Prince of this Warld 


and extenſively, in 
Number, Quality and Fierceneſs, from 
the World, t 


cometh, and he bath no part in me, John 8 He 


atan and 
of the Sons of Men: 
d to deal enly with 
N m without. His holy Heart had 
to like them, ſuited to them, or ready to 
give them entertainment: The Prince of this World 
ad nothing in him. So it was with Adam, when a 
Temptation befell him, he had only the outward 
Propoſal of it to look unto, all was well within, 
until the outward Temptation took place and pre- 
vailed. - With us it is not fo. | 

Ix a City that is at Unity in it ſelf, compact and 
entire, without Diviſions and Parties, if an Enemy 
approach about it, the Rulers and Inhabitants have 
no Thoughts at all, but only how they may oppoſe 
the Enemy eoithout, and reſiſt him in his Ap- 
proaches. But if the City be divided in it ſelf, if 
there be Factions and Traitors within, the _ firſt 
TP they do, is to look to the Enemies at home, 
the T raitors within; to cut off the Head of Sheba, 
if they will be ſafe. All was well with Adam with- 
in doors, when Satan came, fo that he had no- 
thing to do, but to look to his Aſſaults and Ap- 
proaches. But now on the acceſs of any Tempta- 
tion, the Soul is inſtantly to look in, where it ſhall 
find this Traitor at Work, oloſing with the Baits 


ever had an 


that which came 
nothin 


Let any Temptation whatever be propoſed | 
unto a Man, the ſuitableneſs of whoſe Matter unto 
his Corruptions, or manner of its Propoſal, makes 
it 2 Temptation; immediately he hath not only to 
ropoſed, but 4 
ithout farther | 
Conſideration or Debate, the bog ogy hath got a 
_ is given be- 
ity there is in- 
nemy within. 


of. | 


Pal. 38. 17. faith 


FF oot into Sin, verſe 16. as he expoun 


Miculous, fond, 


„ chat in this Law of Sin which is rea 


JPp0jition , 017 #210 Gs. 


of Satan, and ſtealing away the Heart. 
Joth always, which evinceth an Babitual Inclinatien. 
ith David, I am ready to halt, or for 
balting; In the Hebrew it is, I am prepared and 
diſpoſed unto hallucination, to the flipping of my 

the meaning 


pf that Phraſe, P/al. 73. 2, 3- There was from 


MxowerLLnNG-SiN, a continual Diſpoſitien in him to 


be /lipping, + ſtumbling, - halting on every Occaſion or 
Earl There N reel lo 4 fooliſh, ri- 
nothing ſo vile and abominable, 
zothing ſo atheiſtical or execrable, but if it be pro- 
poſed unto the Soul in a way of Tenn ere 
y to anſwer 
it, before it be decried by Grace. And this 1s 
the firſt Thing in this luſting of the Law of Sin. 
it conſiſts in its habitual Propenſity unto Evil, ma- 
nifeſting it ſelf by the inve/untary ſurprizals of the 
Soul unto Sin, and its readineſs without Diſpute 
* Conſideration to joyn with all Temptations what- 
dever. | 
SEConDLY, Its /uſting conſiſts in its affxa? 
prefling after that which is Evil, and actual Op 
lition unto that which is Good. The former In- 
ſtances ſhewed its conſtant readineſs to this Work, 
this now treats of the Work it ſelf. It is not onl 
ready, but for the moſt part always engaged. It 
ly/tetb, faith the Holy Ghoit, it doth fo coutinually. 
It /irreth in the Soul by one Act or other conſtant- 
ly, almoſt as the Spirits in the Blood, or 'the Blood 
in the Veins. This the Apoftle calls its mn 
— I. 14. Every Man 1s tempted of bis own Luſt. 
Now what is it to be tempted? It is to have that 
propoſed to a Man's Conſideration, which it he cloſe 
withal, it -is Evil, it is Sin unto him. This is Sins 
trade; epithumer, it luſteth. It is raiſing up in the 
Heart, and propoſing unto the Mind and Atfections, 


that which is Evil, trying (as it were) whether the 
doul will cloſe with its Suggeſtions, or -how far it 
an carry them on, though it do not wholly pre- 
Wl. Now when ſach a Temptation comes from 

| without, 


And thy Re mn 
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wit bout, it is unto the Soul an indifferent Thing, | 
neither Good nor Evil, unleſs it be conſented unto. % 
But the very : Propoſal from within, it being the 
Souls own Act, is its Sin. And this is the Work of 
the Law of Sin; it is reſtteſly and continually raifing | 
up, and propoſing innumerable various Forms and 
Appearances of Evil, in this or that Kind, indeed in 
every Kind, that the Nature of Man is capable to 
exerciſe Corruption in. Something or other, in 
Matter, or Manner, or Circumſtance, Inordinate, 
Unſpiritual, Unanſwerable unto the Rule, it hatch- 
eth and propoſeth unto the Soul. And this Power 
of Sin to beget Figments and Idea's of actual Evil in 
the Heart, the Apoſtle may have reſpe& unto, ! 
1 T. 5. 22. apo pantos eidous ponerou apechethe, 
WD your ſelves from every evil Figment or des 
of Sin in the Heart; for the Word there uſed doth »% 
not any where ſignifie an outward Form or Appear- 
ance ; neither is it the Appearance of Evil, but an. 
evil Idea or Figment that is intended. And this | 
luſting of Sin, is that which the Prophet expreſſeth in 
wicked Men, in whom the Law of it is predomi- 
nant, Iſa. 57. 20. The Wicked are like the troubled 
Sea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters eaſt up Mire 
and Dirt. A Similitude moſt lively, exprefling the 
Liſtings of the Law of Sin, reſtlefly and continually F 
bubling up in the Heart, with wicked fooliſh and 
filthy Imaginations and Deſires. This then is the 
firſt Thing in the Oppoſition that this Enmity makes 
497 * D, namely, in its general Inclination, it 

eth. | 

SECONDLY, There 1s its particular way of con- 
tending, it fights or wars; Z 36 is, it acts with 
Strength and Violence, as Men do in War, Firſt, It 
laſis, thirring and moving inordinate Figments in the 
Mind, Detircs in the Appetite and the AFections, 
propoſing them to the . But it reſts not there, | 
It cannot reſt; it urgeth; preſſeth and purſueth its 
Propolals with Earneſtneſs, Strength and Vigour, 
Fighting, and Contending, and Warring to obtain 
its End and Purpoſe. Would it meerly /#ir up and 
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propoſe Things to the Soul, and immediate! "de 
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welce in the Sentence and Judgment of the ind, 
that the Thing is Evil, againit Go p, and his Will, 
and not farther to be inſiſted on, much Sin might 
be prevented, that is now produced But it res 
not here, it proceeds to carry on its Deſign, and 
that with Earneſtneſs and Contention. By this means, 
wicked Men inflam? 8 Ifa. 57. 5. They 
are Self-inflamers, as the Word ſignifies, unto Sin, 
every Spark of Sin is cheriſhed in them, until it 
grows into a Flame, and fo it will do in others, 
where it is ſo cheriſhed. „ L 
Now this Fighting or Warring of Sin, confiſts in 
two Things. ES, FS: : 1 4s | 
 FirsT, In its Rebellion againſt Grace, or the 
Law of the Mind. WR 5 85 

SgcO NDL, In its A/aulting the Soul, contend- 
ing for Rule and Sovereignty over it. | 
Tux firſt is expreſſed by the Apoſtle, Rom. 7. 23. 
I find, faith he, another Lat, antiſtrateuomenot ta 
nomo tou noos mou, rebelling againff the Law of m 
Mind. There are, it ſeems, two Laws in us, the 
Law of the Fleſh, or of Sinz and the Law of the 
Mind, or of Grace. But contrary Lavs cannot 
both obtain Sovereign Power over the ſame Perſon, 
at the ſame Time. The Sovereign Power in Belie- 
vers, is in the Hand of the Law of Grace; fo the 


| Apoſtle declares, verſe 22. I delight in the Law of 


God, in the inward Man. Obedience unto this Law, 
is performed with De/ight and Complacency in the 
inward Man, becauſe its Authority is Ja] and 
good. So more expreſly, Chap. 6. 14. For Sin ſhall 
not have Dominion over you; for ye are not under the 
Law, but under Grace. Now to war againſt the 
Law that hath a juſt Sovereignty, is to rebell; and 
lo antiftrateuethat ſignifies; it is to rebell, and ought 
to have been ſo tranſlated, rebelling againſt the Law 
of my Mind. And this Rebellion. conſiſts in a ſtub- 
born obſtinate Oppolition unto the Commands and 
Directions of the Law of Grace. Doth the Lato 
of the Mind command any Thing as Duty? Doth 
. | 17 


doing of t 


- riety Sin acts it ſelf in this Matter. 
; Propoſeth Diverſions; ſometimes it cauſeth Weart- 
nes; ſometimes it finds out Difficulties ; ſometimes 
it ſtirs up contrary. Affections; ſometimes it begets 
: Prejudices, and one way or other intangles the Soul, 
ſo that it never ſuffers Grace to have an abſolute 
and compleat Succeſs in any Duty. 


Uppostion of Sin unto Cod. 


* it ſeverely riſe up againſt any Thing that is Evil? 


When the luſting of the Law of Sin riſes up to this 
1 8 it contends againſt Obedience with all its 
might; the Effet whereof, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
is the vin that which we would not, and the nat 

which we would, verſe 1 i 1 And 
we may gather a notable Inſtance of the Power of 
Sin in this its Rebellion from this Place. The Law 
of Grace prevails upon the Will, fo that it would ds 
that which is Good. To will is preſent with me, 


| verſe 18. When I wonld do Good, verſe 19. And 


again, verſe 21. And I would not do Evil, verſe 19, 
20. And it prevails upon the Underfanding; fo that 
it approves or diſapproves, according to the Dictates 
ef the Law of Grace. Verſe 16. I conſent unto the 
Law, that it is Good: And verſe 1 3 e * ment 
always lies en the ſide of Grace. It prevails alſo on 
the Afe#tons, verſe 22. I delight in the Lato of Goa, 
in the intward Man. Now if this be ſo, that Grace 
hath the Sovereign Power in the Underſtanding, 
Will, and Affections; whence is it, that it doth not 
always prevail, that we do not always do that which 
we would, and abſtain from that which we would 
not? Is it not ſtrange, that a Man ſhould. not da 
that which he chuſeth, willeth, liketh, delightetk 


in? Is there any Thing more required to enable 
us unto that which is Good? The Law of Grace 


doth all, as much as can be expected from it, that 
which in it ſelf is abundantly ſufficient for the per- 
ſetting of all Holineſs in the fear of the LORD. 

in. 


But here lies the Difficulty, in the intangling 2 4 | 
| fition that is made by the Rebellion of this 


w 0 
Neither is it expreſſible, with what Vigour and Va- 


metimes it 


| Verſe 18. to 
tatergajethat ts calox auc eurijce, 1 hnd not the way 


perfectiy 
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particular Duties. 
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perfeftly to work out, or accompliſh that which is 
Good; fo the Word ſignifies; and that from this 
Oppoſition and Reſiſtance that is made by the Law 
of Sin. New this Rebellion appears in Two 
Things. 5 

F = s ; In the Oppoſition that it makes unto 
the general Pxrpſe and Courle of the Soul. 

SECONDLY, In the Oppoſition it makes unto 

FIRST, In the Oppoſition it makes to the general 
Purpoſe and Courſe of the Soul. There is none in 
whom is the Spirit of *Cur1sT; that is his, but it is 
his general Deſign and Purpoſe to walk in an univer- 
ſal Conformity ' unto him in all Things. Even from 


the inward Frame of the Heart, to the whole Com- 


s of his outward Actions, ſo it is with him. This 
op requires in his Covenant, Gen. 17. 1. Walk be- 


© fore me, and be thou perfect. Accordingly his Delizn 


is to walk before Gop, and his Frame 1s Sincerity 
and Uprightneſs therein. This is called, Clea ing 
unto the Lo Rx D with purpoſe of Heart, Acts 11. 23. 
That is, in all Things, and that not with a flothful, 
dead, ineffectual Purpoſe, but ſuch as is Operative; 
and ſets the whole Soul at work in purſuit of it. 
This the Apoſtle fets forth, Philip. 3. 12, 13, 14: 
Not as though I bad already attained, either were al- 
realy perfect: but I follow after, if that I may appre- 
ben that for which aljo I am apprehended of CurisT 
Ixsus. Brethren, I count not my jelf to have appre- 
hended, but this one thing I do, forgetting thoſe things 
which are behind, and reaching f rth unto thaje things 
which are before, I preſs tevard the mark for toe 
prize of the. high calling of God in Chriſt Telus. 
He uſeth three Words excellently expreſſing the 
Souls univerlal purſuit of this pyrpoſe of Heart in 
cleaving unto God. Fir/?, Saith ks, dioco; ver. 12. 
J filljoo after, proſecute; the Word ſignifies pro- 
perly to per/ecute; Which, with what eariieſtneſs and 
diligence it is* uſually done, we know. Secondly, 
epeeteinomai; I reach forward, reaching with great 


— —— —— 


Intention of Spirit and Atfections. It is a great and 


conitant 


; conſtant endeavour that is expreſſed in that Word. 
' Thirdly, cata ſcopsn dioco; ſay we, I preſs towards 


ciplè of 
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the mark; that is, even as Men that are —— 


for a Prize. All ſet forth the Vigour, Earneſtne 


Diligence and Conſtancy that is uſed in the purſuit 
of this £/ 5 And this the Nature of the Prin- 
race requireth in them in whom it is. 
But yet we ſee with what Failings, yea, Fallings, 
their Purſuit of this Courſe is attended. The Frame 
of the Heart is changed, the Heart is ſtollen away, 
the Aﬀections intangled, Eruptions of- Unbelief and 
diſtempered Paſſions diſcovered, carnal Wiſdom with 
all his Attendances are ſet on work; all contrar 
to the general Principle and Purpoſe of the Soul. 
And all this is from the Rebellion of this Law of Sin, 
itirring WP and provoking the Heart unto Diſobedi- 7 
ence. The Prophet gives! this Character of Hyps- | 
crites, Hoſea 10. 2. Their Heart is divided, therefore 
Hall they le found Faulty. Now though this be 


_#obolly ſo in reſpect of the Mind and Judgment in 


* 
N 
* 
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H rites only, yet it is partially fo in the belt, in 
the Senſe deſcribed. They have 10 Diviſion, not of 
the Heart, but ia the Heart; and thence it is that 
they are ſo often found faulty. So faith the Apoſtle, 
So that we cannot do the things that we would, Gal. 
5. 17. We cannot accompliſh the Deſign of cloſe 
walking according to the Law of Grace, becaule 
4 the Contrariet7 and Rebellion of this Law of 
in. | | 
SECONDLY, It rebels alſo in reſpe& unto par- 
ticular Duties. It raiſeth a Combuſtion in the Soul 
againſt the particular Commands and Delignings 
of the Law ot Grace: You cannot do the things that 
you would; that is, the Duties which you judge in- 
cumbent on you, which you approve and delight in, 
in the inward, Man, you cannot do them as yau 
would. Take an Inſtance in Prayer. A Man ad- 
dreſſeth himſelf unto that Duty, he would not only 


perform it, but he would perform it. in that man- 
ne, that the nature of the Duty, and his own Con- 


divion do require. He would pray in the Spirit, ter- 


* 2 
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vently, with Sighs and Groahs that Tannot be ut- | 
tered; in Faith, with Love and Dei ght, pouring 
forth his Soul unto the Lo RD: this he aims 94 
Now oftentimes he ſhall find a Rebellion, a Fi hting 
of the Law of Sin in this Matter. He tind / 
Difficulty to get any Thing done, ho thought to/ 
do all Things. I do not fay, that it is thus always, 
but it is ſo when Sin wars and rebells, which ex- 
: —.— an eſpecial N of its Power. Woful 
Intanglements do poor Creatures oftentimes meet 
witha _=_ this Account. Inſtead of that free in- 
larged Communion with "Go that they aim at, 
the beſt that their Sonls arrive unto, is but to go 
away mourning for their Folly, Deadneſs and Indiſ- 
= ſition. In a word, there is no Command of the 

* Yew of Grace that is known, liked of, and a 
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r roved by the Soul, but when it comes to be ob- 
5 erved, this Law of Sin one way or other makes head 
l > rebels againſt it. And this is the firſt way of its 
1 ting. SB? 5 . 
I 8 ECONDLY, It doth not only Rebell and Reſiſt, 
t but it Aſſaults the Soul; it ſets upon the Law of the 
, Mind and Grace, which is the ſecond Part of its 
, warring, 1 Pet. 2. 11. Strateuentai kata tes Pſuches, 
e They fight, or war again the Soul. James 4. 1. Stra- 
e teuontal en tois meleſin umoon, They 0 gt, or war in 
R your Members. Peter ſhews what they oppoſe and 
ut againſt, namely, the Soul, and the Law of 
"= Grace therein; Janes, what they fight with, ot 
1] by, namely, the Members, or the Corruption that 
59 is in our mortal Bodies: Antaſtrateusthai, is to re- 
1 bel againſt a Superiour; Serateuetbats, is to aſſault, or 
* war for Superiority. It takes the part of an Al 
WR /ailant, as well as of a Reſiſter. It makes Attempts 
u for Rule and Sovereignty, as well as oppoſeth wy 
1 Rule of Grace. Now all war and fighting ha 
y ſomewhat of Violence in it, and there is therefore 
i ſome Violente in that acting of Sin, which the Scrip- 
ture calls fohring and warring. And this aſſailing 
4 | —_— of Sin, as diſtinguiſhed from its rebelling before 
I 


of, conſiſts in theſe. Things that enſue. 
K 2 FI 1, 
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FirsT, All. its Poſitive Actings in ſtirring up 
unto Sin, belong to this Head. Oftentimes by the 
Vanity of the Mind, or the Senſuality of the AF 
fections, the Folly of the Imagination, it ſets upon 
the Sou] then, when the Law of Grace is not ac- 


tually putting it on Duty, ſo that therein it doth 


- 


not rebel, but aſſault. Hence the Apoſtle cries out, 
Rom, 7. 24. Who ſhall deliver me from it; who 


ſhall refeve me out of its hand, as the Word ſigni- 
fies. When we purſue an Enemy. and he reliſts us, 
we do not cry out, Mis jhall deliver us, for we are 
the Aſſailants; but, Who hall reſcue me, is the Cry 


of one who is ſet upon y 5 an Enemy. So it is here, 
1 


a Man is aſſaulted by his own Lyu/fs, as Fames 
ſpeaks. By the Way-fide, in his Employment, un- 
er a Duty, Sin {ſets upon the Soul with vain 
Imaginations, fooliſh Defires, and would willingly 
employ the Soul to make Proviſion for its Satis- 
faction; which the Apoſtle cautions us again 
Rom. 13. 14. tes jarcos pronoian mes poreithe es 
epithumias. Do not accompliſh the Providence 
or Projection of the Fleſh, for its own ſatis- 
faction. + 5 | 
SRH CON DI, Its Importunity and Urgency ſeems 
to be noted in this Expreſſion of its earring. Ene- 
mies in War are reſtlels, preſſing and importunate. 
So is the Law of Sin. Doth it ſet upon the Soul? 


Caſt of its Motions, it returns again ; - rebuke 


them by the Power of. Grace, they withdraw for 
a while, and return again. Set before them the 


| Croſs of CHRIST, they do as thoſe that came 


to take him, at Sight of him they went backwards, 


and fell unto the Ground, but they aroſe again, and 
laid Hands on him. Sin gives place for a Seaſon 
but returns and preſſeth on the Soul again. Mind 
it of the Love of GOD in CHRIST, though 
it be ftricken, yet it gives not aver. Preſent Te, 
Fire unto» it, it ruſheth into the midit of thoie 
Flames. Reproach it with its Folly and Madness, 
it knows nv Shame, but preſſeth on till. Let the 
Thoughts of the Mind ſtrive to flie from it, it fol- 
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lows as on the Wings of the Wind. And by this 
Importunity it wearies and wears out the Soul, and 
if e great Remedy, Rom. 8. 13. come not timely, 
it prevails to a Conqueſt. There is nothing more 
marvellous nor - dreadful in the working of Sin, than 
this of its [mportunity. The Soul knows not what 
to make of it; it diſlikes, abhors, abominates the 
Evil it tends unto; it deſpiſeth the Thoughts of it, 
hates them as Hell, and yet is by it ſelf impoſed on 
with them, as if it were another Perſon, an exprels 
Enemy got within him. All this the Apoſtle diſ- 
covers, Rom. 7. 15, 17. The Things that 1 do, 1 
hate; It is not of outward Actions, but the inward 
Riſings of the Mind that he treats. hate them, 
faith he, I abominate them. But why then will he 

ve any thing more to do with them? If he hate 
them, and abhor himſelf for them, let them alone, 
have no more to do with them, and ſo end the 
Matter. Alas! faith he; verſe . Ut is no more J 
that do it, but Sin that dwelleth in me. I have one 
within me that is my ray that with endleſs, 
reſtleſs Importunity puts theſe Things upon me, even 
the Things that I hate and abominate; I cannot 
be rid of them, I am weary of my ſelf, I cannot 


Nie from them; O rretched Man that I am, who 


ſhall deliver me? I do not ſay, that this is the or- 
dinary Condition of Believers, but thus it is often, 
when this Law of Sin riſeth up to War and Fight- 
ing. It is not thus with them in | reſpe& of parti- 
cular Sins, this or that Sin, outward Sins, Sins 
of Life or Converſation ; but yet in reſpect of Va- 
nity of Mind, inward and ſpiritual Diſtempers, it is 
often ſo. Some I know pretend to great Perfection, 
but I am reſolved to believe the Apotitle before them 


'all, and every one. | 


THrirDLy, It carries on its War, by entangling 
of the Affections, and drawing them into a Comoina- 
tion againſt the Mind. Let Grace be enthrcned in 
the Mind and Judgment, yet if the Law of Sin 
lays hold upon, and entangles the Aflections, or 
any of them, it hath _ a Fort from whence 
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it continually aſſaults the Soul. Hence the great 
Duty of | Mortification is chiefly directed to take 
place upon the Affections, Col. 3. 5. Mortifie 75 7 
ni- 
cation, Uncleanneſs, Inordinate 22 Concupiſcence, 
and Covetouſneſs, which is Idolatry. The Members. 
that are upon the Earth, are our Affections. For 
in the ' outward part of the Body, Sin is not ſeated: 
In particular, not Covetouſneſs, Which is there enu- 
merated to be mortified amongſt our Members that 
are on the Earth. Yea, after Grace hath taken 
poſſeſſion of the Soul, the Afe&ioms do become the 
rincipal Seat of the Remainders of Sin. And there- 
ore Paul ſaith, That this Law is in our Members, 
Rom. 7. 23. And James, That it wars in our Mem- 
bers, Chap. 4. 1. That is, our. Affections. And 
there is no eſtimate to be taken of the Work of 
Mortification aright,gbut by the Affections. We may 
every Day fee ons of very eminent Light, 
that yet viſihly have unmortified Hearts and Con- 
verſations. Their Affections have not been crucified 
with CHRIST. Now then when this Law of 
Sin can poſleſs any Affection whatever it be, Love, 
Delight, Fear, 1t will make from it, and by it, fear- 
ful Aſſaults upon the Soul. For inſtance, hath it 
got the Love of any one entangled with the World, 
or the Things of it, The Luf? of the Fleſh, the Luſts 
of the Eyes, or the Pride of Life: How will it take 
advantage on every Occaſion, to break in upon the 
It ſhall do nothing, attempt nothing, be in 
no Place, or Company, perform no Duty, private 
or publick, but Sin will have one Blow or other 
at - : it will be one way or other ſoliciting for 
it ſelf. 

Jus is the Sum of what we ſhall offer unto 
this Acting of the Law of Sin, in a way of fighting 
and warring againſt our Souls, which is ſo often 
menticned in the Scripture. * And a due Conlide- 
ration of it, is of no {mal} Advantage unto us, eſpe- 
Ciilly to bring us unto Selt-abalement, to teach 
us io Walk humbly and mourutully before * D. 
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There are two Things that are ſuited to humble 
the Souls of Men. And they are, Fir/f, A due Con- 
fideration of GOD, and then of Themſelves. Of 
GOD, in his Greatneſs, Glory, Holineſs, Power, 
Majeſty and Authority; of our ſelves, in our mean, 


| abjeftive, and ſinful Condition. Now of all Things 


in our Condition, there is nothing ſo ſuited unto 


this End and Purpoſe, as that which lies before us; 


namely, the vile Remainders of Enmity agamit 
GOD, which are yet in our Hearts and Natures. 
And it is no l Evidence of a gracious Soul, 
when it is willing to ſearch it ſelf in this Matter, 
and to be helped therein from a Word of Truth. 
When it is willing that the Word ſhould dive into 
the ſecret Parts of the Heart, and rip open what- 
ever of Evil and Corruption lies therein. The Pro- 
phet ſays of Ephraim, Hoſea 10. 11. He loved te 
tread out the Corn; He loved to Work when he 
might Eat, to have always the Corn before him; 
But G OD, fays he, would cauſe him to pleugh; A 
Labour no leſs needful, though at preſent not fo de- 
lightful. Moft Men love to hear of the Doctrine of 

race, of the Pardon of Sin, of Free Love, and 
ſuppoſe they find Food therein; however, it is evi- 
dent, that they grow and thrive in the Lite and No- 
tion of them. But to be breaking up the Falletu- 


| rome of their Hearts, to be 2 after . the 
t 


eeds and Briars that grow in them, they delight 
not ſo much. Though this be no leſs neceſſary 
than the other. This Path is not ſo beaten as that 
of Grace, nor ſo trod in, though it be the only way 
to come to a true Knowledge of Grace it ſelf. It 
may be, ſome who are wile and grown in other 
ruths, may yet be ſo little ſkilled in ſearching 
their own Hearts, that they be ſlow in the per- 
ception and underſtanding of theſe Things. But 
this Sloth and Neglect is to be ſhaken off, if we 
have any Regard unto our own Souls. It is more 
than probable, that many a falle Hypocrite, who have 
deceived themſelves, as well as others, becauſe they 
thought the Doctrine * the Goſpel pleated _—_ 
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66 Oppoſetien of Sin unts God. 
and therefore os N they believed it, might be 
delivered from their Soul-ruining Deceits, if hey 
would diligently apply themſelves unto this Searc 
of th.cir own Hearts. Or would other Profefors 
walk with ſo much Boldneſs and Security as {ome 
do, if they conſidered aright what a deadly watch- 
ful Enemy they continually carry about with 
them, and in them? Would they fo much indulge 
as they do carnal Joys, and Pleaſures, or pur- 
ſue their perifſting Affairs with ſo much delight 
and greedineſs as they do? It were to be wiſhed, 
that we would all apply our Hearts more to 
this Work, even to come to a true Under- 
ftandirg of the Nature, Power and Subtilty of 
this our Adverſary, that our Souls may be humbledz 
and that, 1 8 

FigsT, In walking with GOD; His delight 
is with the humble and contrite ones, thoſe that 
tremble at his Word, the mourners in Sion, and 
ſuch are we only, when we have a due Senſe 
of our own vile Condition. This will beget 
Reverence of GO D, Senſe of our diſtance. from 
him, Admiration of his Grace and Condeſcenſion, 
a due Valuation of Mercy, far above thole light 
e airy ÞAttainments that ſome have boaſt- 
ed Ol. 
Se:conDLyY, In walking with others, it Jays 
in Proviſion to prevent thoſe great Evils of juelgin 


| =: 8 
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have obijerved to have been pretended N many, 
who at the ſame lime, as afterwards hath ap- 


are, have been guilty of greater or“ worſe 
Ce, than thoſe which they have raved againſt, 
in others. 'l his, I ſay, will lead us to Meeknelſs 
Comj aſhon, readincls to forgive, to paſs by Ot. 
fences, even when we ſhall conſider what is our 
State, as the 4pc/t/e plainly declares, Gal. G. 1. The 
Man that underiands the Evil of his own Heart, 
hovy vile it ie, is the only uſeful, fruitful and ſo- 
lidly believing and obedient Perſon. Others are 
it only to delude themſelves, to diſquiet F amilie*, 


Churches, 


Captivating Power of Sin. 


be Churches, and all Relations whatever. Let us then 
Y .confider our Hearts wiſely, and then go and. fee if 
© we can be proud of our Gifts, our Graces, our Va- 
rs luation and Eſteem amongſt Profeſſors, our Enjoy- 
ne | ments. Let us go then and judge, condemn, re- 
h- roach others that have been tempted ; we ſhall 
th WW Find a great Inconfiſtency in thele Things. And 
ge WF many Things of the like nature might be here 
” added upon the Confideration of this woful Effect 
ht of InpwELLixG-Sinz. The Way of Oppoſing and 
d, Defeating its Deſign herein, ſhall be afterwards con- 
to ſidered. 
er- 
of 
d; 5 
he 
10 CHAP. VII. | 
n 10 | 
nſe The Captivating Power of INDWELLING-SIN, 
pet wherein it confifteth. The Prevalency of Sin, 
om quhen from it jelf, when from Temptation. The 
775 | Rage and 5 that is in Sin. 9 
zht 8 5 
at- T He Third Thing aſſigned unto this Lato of Sin, 
in 1ts 8 unto G O D, and 428 
7s of his Grace, is, That it ade the Soul Captive, Rom. 
b 7. 23. 1 find a Lato leading me Captive, q CEO 
ich me ) unto the Law of Sin. And this is the utmol 
ly, height which the Apoſtle in that Place carries the 
ap- Oppoſition and Warring of the Remainders of Ix- 
Irie DWELLING-SIN unto; cloſing the Conſideration of it 
inſt. with a Complaint of the State and Condition of Be- 
els levers thereby; and an earneſt Prayer for Delive- 
Ot- rance from it, verſe 24. O wretched Man that I am, 
gur 60% % fall deliver me 2 this Body of Death! 
he What is contained in this Expreflion, and intended 
rt, by it, ſhall be declared in the enſuing Oblerva- 
ſo- tions. ö | 
are FiRsT, It is not directly the Power and Attings ' 
2 of the Law of Sin that are here expreſſed, but ſts 
ec 


Suce 5. 
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63 Captivating Power of Sip. 
Succeſs in and upon its Actings. But Succeſs is the 


cateſt Evidence of Power; and leading captive in- 
ar, is the height of Succeſs. None can aim at 


greater Succeſs, than to lead their Enemies cap- 
dive. And it is a peculiar 1 in the Scri 
ture of great. Succeſs. So the LORD CHRIS 
on his Victory over Satan, is faid to lead Caprivity 


Captive, Eph. 4. 8. That is, to conquer him, wha 


had conquered and prevailed upon others. And this 
he did, when by De: 

the Power of Death, that is, evil, Heb. 2. 14. 
Here then a great Prevalency and Power of Sin in 
its warring againſt the Soul is diſcovered. It ſo 


wars, as to lead Captive; which had it not great 
Power, it could not do, eſpecially againſt that Re- 


fiſtance of the Soul which is included in this Ex- 


preſſion. 


SECONDLY, It is ſaid, that it leads the Soul 
captive unte the Law of Sin. Not to this or that 
Sin, particular Sin, actual Sin, but to the Lato 

Sin. GOD for the moſt part ordereth Things 
o, and gives out ſuch Supplies of Grace unto Be- 
lievers, as that they ſhall not be made a Prey unto 
this or that particular Sin, that it ſhould prevail 
in them, and compel them to ſerve it in the Luſts 

ereof, that it ſhould have Dominion over them, 


that they ſhould be Captives and Slaves unto it. 


This is that which Daria prays ſo earneſtly againft, 
Paal. xix. 12, 13. Cleanſe thou me from ſecret Faults, 
keep back thy Servant alſo from preſumptuous Sins, 
let them not have dominion over me, then ſhall I be 
uprigbt. He ſuppoſeth the continuance of the Law 
of Sin in him, ver/e 12. which will bring forth 
Errors of Life, and ſecret Sins, againſt which he 
findeth Relief in pardoning and cleanſing Mercy 
which he prays for. This, faith he, wi m 
Condition. But for Sins of Pride and Boldneſs, ſuc 


as all Sins are, that get Dominion m a Man; that 


make a Captive of a Man, the LORD reſtrain 
thy Servant from them. For what Sin fſocver gets 
tuch Power in a Man, be it in its own nature 


mall 


eath he _ ed him that bad 
the 
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| Captivating Power of Sin. | 6 
Fmall or great, it becomes in him in whom it is 
a Sin of Bol/aneſs, Pride, and Preſumption. For theſe 
Things are not reckoned from the Nature or Kind 
of the Sin, but from its Prevalency and Cuſtoma- 
rineſs, wherein its Pride, Boldneſs, and N 
of GOD doth conſiſt. To the fame purpoſe, if I 
miſtake not, prays Fabez, 1 Chron. 4. 10. O that - 
| thou tooulaſt bleſs me indeed, and enlarge my Coaſt, and 
that thine Hand may be with me; and that than 
would/t keep me from evil, that it may not grieve me. 
The holy Man took Occaſion from his own name 
to pray againſt Sin, that that might not be a Grief 
and Sorrow to him, by its Power and Prevalency. 
I confeſs, ſometimes it may come to this with a 
Believer, that for a Seaſon he may be lea Captive 
by ſome particular Sin. It may have ſo much 
Prevalency ix him, as to have Power over him. Sa 
it ſeems to have been with David, when he lay fa 
long in his Sin without Repentance. And was 
plainly ſo with thoſe in Ifa. 57. 17, 18. Fer the 
Iniquity of his Covetouſne/ſs was I wroth, and ſmote 
him, 45 hid 2 _— wroth, 1 he went 2 
rowar in the way of, bis Heart; ave ſeen bis 
= and will beal him. hey continued under 
the Power of their Covetouſne/s ; ſo that no dealings 
of GOD with them, for ſo long a Time could 
reclaim them. But for the moſt part, when any 
Luſt or Sin doth ſo prevail, it is from the advantage 
and furtherance that it hath got by ſome — 
Temptation of Satan. He hath e it, enflamed 
it, and entangled the * o the Apoſtle ſpeaxk- 
of ſuch as throug were fallen off from 
their Holineſs, ſays, ey were in the ſnare of the 
Dev4l, being taken Captive by bim at his will, | 
2 Tim. 2. 26. Though it were their own Luſts, 
that they ſerved, yet they were brought into bon- 
dage thereunto, by being entangled in ſome ſnare 
of Satan. And thence they are ſaid to be taken alive, 
as a poor Beaſt in a Toyle: 
Ap here, by the way, we may a little en- 
quire, Whether - the . prevailing Power of a Jar: 
_ Uculac 
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corrupt /u/ting of the 


the way. 
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ticular ' Sin in any, be from it ſelf, or from 
the Influence of Temptation u it; concerning 
which at preſent, take only theſe Two Obterva- 
tions. ; | gh 
FirsT, Much of the Prevalency of Sin upon the 
Soul, is certainly from Satan, when the perplexing 
and captivating Sin hath no peculiar footing, nor 
advantage in the Nature, - Conſtitution, or Conditi- 


on of the Sinner. When any Laſt grows high and 
prevailing more than others upon its own Account, 
1 is from the peculiar Advantage that it hath in the 
natural Conſtitution, or the Station or Condition of 
the Perſon in the World. For otherwiſe the Law 
of Sin gives an equal Propenſity unto all Evil, an 
equal Vigour unto ev 


uſt. When therefore it 
cannot be diſcerned, that the Captivating Sin is pecu- 
larly fixed in the Nature of the Sinner, or is advan- 
taged from his Education or Employment in the 
orld, the Prevaleney of it is peculiarly from 
Satan. He hath got to the root of it, and hath 
given it poyſon and ſtrength. Yea, perhaps ſome- 
times that which may ſeem to the Sou to be the 
Heart, is nothing but Satan's 
impoling his Suggeſtions on the Imagination. 
then. a Man find an importunate Rage from any 
Corruption, that is not evidently ſeated in his Na- 
ture: Let him, as the Papifts fav, croſs himſelf, or 
fly by Faith to the Croſs of CHRIST, for the 
evil 1s nigh at hand. 

SECONDLY, When a Luſt is prevalent unto 
Captivity, where it brings in no advantage to the 
Feb, it is from Satin. All that the Law of Sin 
doth of it ſelf, is to ſerve the Providence of the 
Fleſh, Rom. 13. 14. And it muſt bring in unto it 
ſomewhat of the Profits and Pleaſures that are its 
Object. Now if the 1 Sin do not ſo act 
it ſelf, if it be more ſpiritual and inward, it is 
much from Satan by the Imagination, more than 
the Corruption of the Heart it ſelf. But this by 
I fay then, that the Apoſtle treats not here, of 
our 
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to the Law of Sin. That is, we are compelled to 


' Deliverance. 


* Which he uſes, %er/e 15, 19, 20. And herein con- 


8 and ſubdue it. The fpiritual Habits of Grace 


Captivating Power of Sin. 71 
our being Captivated unto this or that Sin, bat un- 


bear its Preſence and Burden whether we will or 
no. Sometimes the Soul thinks or hopes that it 
may through Grace begutterly freed from this trouble- 
ſome Inmate. Upon ſome ſweet Enjoyment of 
GOD, ſome full Supply of Grace, fome Return 
from Wandering, ſome deep Affliction, ſome through 
Humiliation, the poor Soul begins to hope that it 
ſhall now. be freed from the Law of Sin. But after 
a while it perceives that it is quite otherwiſe. 
Sin acts again, makes good its old Station, and 
the Soul finds that whether it will or no, it. muſt 
bear its Yoke. This makes it ſigh and cry ont for 


Tui Dx, This leading captive, argues a Pre- 
valency againſt the Renitency or contrary Actings of 
the Will. This vs intimated — 20 in this Ex- 
preſſion; namely, that the Will oppoſeth, and 
makes head (as it were) againſt the working of 
Sin. This the Apoſtle declares in thoſe Expreſſions 


ſiſts the /u/ting of the Spirit againſt the Fleſh, Gal. 
17. That is, the hd rs of Grace to ex- 


that are in the Vill, do ſo reſiſt and act againſt it. 
And the excitation of thoſe Habits by the Spirit, are 
directed to the ſame purpoſe. This leading Cap- 
tire, is contrary, I fay, to the Inclinations and 
Actings of the renewed Wil. No Man is made a 
Captive, but againſt his Will. Captivity is Miſery 
and Trouble, and no Man williagly puts himſelf 
into Trouble. Men chuſe it in its Caufes, and in 
the Ways and Means leading unto it, but not in 
it ſelf. © So the Prophet informs us, Hoſea 5. 11. 
Ephraim was not willingly pprefſed and broken int 
Fa that was his Miſery and Trouble; but | 
e willingly walked after the Commandinent of the 
1dolatrous Kings, which brought him thereunto. - 
Whatever Content then the Sou] may give unto Sin, 
which is the Means of this Captivity, it gives none 
. | | to 


way, to an hatred of the leaſt Diſcrepancy between 
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to the Captivity it ſelf; that is agamſt the Will 
wholly. Hence theſe Things enſue. 15 
FIR sT, That the Power 5 Sin it great, whick is 
that which we are in the Demonſtration of; and 
this appears in ifs Prevaleficy, unto Captivity, 
againſt the Acting and Ka of the Will 
r Liberty from it. Had it no Oppoſition made 
unto it, or were its Adverſary Weak, . 
Slothful, it were no great Evidences of its Pow- 
er, that it made Captives. But its 3 a- 
| ng Diligence, Activity, Watchfulneſs, the con- 

nt Renitency of the Will, this evinceth its 
Efficacy. | 3 

SEConDLY, This leading captive, intimates 
manifold particular Succeſſes. d it not Succeſs in 
1 it could not be ſaid at all to lead 
aptive. Rebell it might, Aſſail it might, but it 
cannot be faid to lead captive, without ſome Suc- 
ceſſes. And there are ſeveral Degrees of the Succeſs 
of the Law of Sin in the Soul. Sometimes it car- 
ries the Perſon unto outward actual Sin, which is 
its utmoſt Aim. Sometimes it obtaineth the Con: 
ſent of the Will, but is caſt out by Grace, and 
proceeds no further. Sometimes it wearies and en- 
tangles the Soul, that it turns aſide (as it were) 
nd leaves contending, which is a Succeſs alſo. 
One or more, or of theſe muſt be, where 
Captivity takes place. Such a kind of Courſe doth 
2 Apoſtle aſcribe unto Covetouſneſs, 1 Tim. 


Fr. This leading captive, manifeſts 
this Condition e be miſerable and wretched. To be 
thus yoked and dealt withal againſt the es ures 
of the Mind, the Choice and Conſent of the 
Will, its utmoſt Strivings and Contendings, how 
fad is it? When the Neck is fore and tender 
with former Preſſures, to be compell'd to bear the 
Yoke again, this pierees, this grieves, this even 
breaks the Heart. When the Soul is principled 
by Grace unto a /eathing of Sin, of every evil 


it 


* 
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: ie {elf and the kly*Wilt of GOD, then to be 


poſed on by this Law of Sin, with all that En- 
Y, 


mity and Fo that Deadneſs and Filth, where- 


with it is attended; what more dreadful Condition ? 


2 


Which befalls a Man againſt his Will. 


All Captivity is dreadful in its own nature; the 
greateſt Aggravation of it is, from the Condition 
of the Tyrant unto whom any one is Captivated. 
Now what can be worſe than this Law of Sin ? 
Hence the Apoſtle having once mentioned this Cap- 


tivity, cries out as one quite weary and ready to 


faint, verſe 24. 

FourxTHLyY, This Condition is peculiar to Be- 
lievers. Unregenerate Men are not ſaid to be 4e 
captive to the Law of Sin. They may indeed be 


led captive unto this or that pers Sin or Cor- 


ruption; that is, they may be forced to ſerve it 
againſt the Power of their Convictions. They are 


convinced of the Evil of it; an Adulterer of his 


Uncleanneſs, a Drunkard of his Abomination, and 
make ſome Reſolution, it may be, againſt it. But 
their Luſt is too hard for them, they cannot ceaſe 
to Sin, and ſo are made Captives or Slaves to 
this or that particular Sin. But they cannot be 
faid to be led captive to the Law of Sin, and that 
becaule they are willingly ſubject thereunto. It hath 
( as it were) a rightful Dominion over them, and 
they oppoſe it not, but only when it hath Irrupti- 
ons to the Diſturbance of their Conſciences. And 
then the Oppoſition they make unto it is not from 
their Wills, but is the meer acting of an affrighted 
Conſcience, and a convineed Mind. They regard 
not the Nature of Sin, but its Gui/t and Conſe- 
quences. But to be brought into Captivity, is that 

Which 1s all 
that ſhall be 1 unto this Degree of the Act- 
yp 1 the Power of Sin, manifeſting it ſelf in its 
ucceſs. | 


Tur fourth and laſt Degree of the Oppoſition 


made by the Law of Sin to GOD, and the Law 
of his Will and Grace, is in its Rage and _— 
There is Madneſt in its Nature, Ee 
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of Sin, and how it riſeth up thereunto. 


, Captivating Power of Sin. 

Heart of the Sans of Men is full of evil, and madne/* 
in in their Heart. The Evil that the Heart of Man 
is full of by Nature, is that INpwELLING-SIx 
whereof we ſpeak. And this is ſo in their Heart; 
that it riſeth up unto Madneſs. The Holy Gnosr 
expreſſeth this Rage of Sin, by a. fit Similitude 
which he uſeth in ſundry places, as Fer 2. 24. 
Hojea 8. 9. It maketh Men as a wild 4/5; ſhe 
traverſeth her ways, and ſnuffeth up the Wind, and 
runneth whether her Mind or Luft leads her. And 
he faith of Idolaters enraged with their Luſts, that 
they are mad upon their Idols, Jer. 5. 2 We may 
a file conſider what lies in this Madneſs and Rage 


Fiss, For the Nature of it, it ſeems to conſiſt 
in a violent, heady, pertinacious preſſing unto Evil 
or Sin. Violence, Importunity and Pertinacy are in 
it. It is the tearing and torturing of the Soul by 


any Sin to force its conſent, and to obtain fatis- 


on. It riſeth up in the Heart, is denied by the 
w of Grace, and rebuked ; it returns and exerts 


its Poyſon again; the Soul is ftartled, caſts it off; 


it returns again with new Violence and Importuni- 
ty; the Soul cries out for Help and Deliverance, 
looks round a-out to all Springs of Goſpel-grace and 
Relief, trembles at the furious Aſſaults of Sin, and 
calis it ſelf into the Arms of Chriſt for Deliverance. 
And if it be not able to take that Courſe, it is foiled 
and hurried up and down through the mire and 
filth of foolith Imaginations, corrupt and noiſome 
Lults, which rend and tear it, as if they would de- 
vour its whole ſpiritral Life and Power. See r Tim. 
6. 9, 10. 2 Pet. 2. 14. It was not much otherwiſe 
wah them whom we 1altanced in before, Ja. 57. 17. 
They had an enflamed enraged Luſt working in 
them; even Covetou/ne/s, or the love of this World, 
by which, as the Apottle ſpeaks, Men pierce tbem- 
ſelves through with many Sorrows. God is angry with 
them, and diſcovereth his Wrath by all tlie ways 
and means that it was poſlible for them to be 
made ſenſible thereof. He was troth and oy 
them; 
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. Captivating Power of Sin, = 5 
them; but though it may be this ſtaggered them 
a little, yet they went on. He is angry, and hides 
himſelf from them, deſerts them as to his gracious 
aſſiſting, comforting, Preſence. Doth this work the 
Effect? No, they go on e, ſtill, as Men mad 
on their Covetouſneſs. othing ean put a ſtop to 
their raging Luſts. This is plain Madneſs and Fury. 
We need not ſeek far for Inſtances, we ſee Men 
mad, on their Luſts every Day: And which is the 
worlt kind of Madne/3, their Luſts do not rage ſo 
much in them, as they rage in the purſuit of them. 
Are thoſe _—_ purſuits of Things in the World, 
which we ſee ſome Men engaged in, though they © < 
have other Pretences, indeed mw thing elſe but 
plain Madneſs in the purſuit of their Luſts? Gd 
who ſearcheth the Hearts of Men, knows, that the 
moſt, of T_ that are done with other Pre- 
tences in the World, are nothing but the Actings 
of Men, mad and furious in the purſuit of their 
Luſts. CT 
SeECoNnDLyY, That Sin ariſeth not unto this 
height ordinarily, but when it hath got a double 
advantage. 
Flas r, That it be provoked, * and 
heightned by ſome great Temptation. Though it 
a Poyſon in it ſelf, yet being inbred in Nature, 
it grows not violently outragious, without the Con- 
tribution of ſome new Poyſon of Satan unto it in 
a ſuitable Temptation. It was the advantage that 
Satan got 1 P David, by a ſuitable Temptation 
. that raiſed his Luſts to that rage and madneſs, which 
it went forth unto in the Buſineſs of Bat 8 and 
Uriab. Though Sin be always a Fire in the Bones; 
et it flames not, unleſs Satan come vith his Bel- 
ows to blow it up. And let. any one in whom the 
Law of” Sin wifeth to this height of rage, ſeriouſly 
conſider, and he may find our where the De 
ſtands and puts in in the Buſineſs. | 
SECONDLY, It mult be advantaged by ſome 
former Entertainment and Prevalency. Sin grows not 
te this height at its firit Aſſault. Had it not been 
= falicred 
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- Tuffered to make its entrance, had there not been 


a Captivating Power of Sin, 


C 


_ yielding in the Soul,” this had not come about. 
he great wiſdom and ſecurity of the Soul in deal- 
ing with Indwelling-Sin, is o put a violent ſtop 


. unto its Beginnings, its firſt Motions and Actings. 


Venture all on the firſt Attempt. Die rather than 
yield one ſtep unto it. If through the Derert of Sin, 


br the Negligence of the Soul, or its carnal Confi- 


dence, to give bounds to Luſts Actings at other Sea- 
ſons, it makes any entrance into the Soul, and finds 
any entertainment, it gets ſtrength and power, and 
inſenſibly ariſeth to the Frame under Conſideration. 
Thou hadſt never had the experience of the Fury 
of Sin, if thou hadſt not been content with ſome of 


its Da/liances. Hadſt thou not brought up this Ser- 
- vant, this Slave delicately, it would not have 


now preſumed beyond a Son. Now when the 
„% Sin in any particular hath got this 
ouble advantage, the furtherance of a vigorous 
Temptation, and, ſome prevalency formerly obtain- 
ed, whereby it is let into the ſtrengths of the 
Soul, it often riſeth up to this Frame whereof we 


TrinpLy, We may ſee what accompanies this 
Rage and Madneſs, what are the Properties of it, 
and what Effects it produceth. 3 

Fix sT, There is in it the caſting off, for a 
time at leaſt, of the Yoke, Rule and Government 
of the Spirit and Law of Grace. Where Grace hath 
the Dominion, it will never utterly be expell'd from 
its Throne, it will ſtill keep its Right and Sove- 


. Teignty. But its i may for a Seaſon be in- 
tercepted, and its 


overnment be ſuſpended by the 
Power of Sin. Can we think that the Law of Grace 
had any actual Influence of Rule on the Heart of 
David, when upon the Provocation received from 


| Nabal, he was ſo hurried with the deſire of Selt- 


revenge, that he cryed, Gird on your Swords to his 

Companins, and reſolved not to leave alive one Man 

of his whole Houſhold ? 1 Sam. xxv. 34 Or that 
e 


A in better Frame, when mote the 
"OY | 3 5 Ran ber 


| Captivating. Power of Sin. — 
Prophet, and put him in Priſon, that ſpake unto 
him in the Nama of the Loxp? Sin in this 
Caſe, is like an _— Horſe, which having firit 
caſt off his Rider, runs away with Fierceneſs and 
Rage. It firſt caſts. off a preſent Senſe of the Yoke 
of Cutis r, and the Law of his Grace, and then 
hurries the Soul at its pleaſure. Let us a little con- 
fider how this is done. 15 

Tn E. Seat and Refidence of Grace is in the whole 
Soul; it is in the Inner-man, it is in the Mind, the 
Will, and the Affections; for the ohe Soul is re- 
weed by it unto the Image of God, Eph. 4. 23, 24. 
And the whole Man is a new Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
And in all theſe doth it exert its Power and Effi- 
cacy; Its Rule or Dominion is the purſuit of its 

effeftual working in all the Faculties of the Soul, 
as they are dne united Principle of moral and ſpi- 
ritual Operations. So then, the interrupting of 1ts 
Exerciſe, of its Rule and Power by the Law of Sin, 
mult conſiſt in its contrary acting in and upon the 
Faculties and Affections of the Soul, whereon, and 
by which Grace ſhould exert its Power and Efficacy. 

nd this it doth. It darkens the Mind, partly 
through innumerable vain Prejudices, and falſe Rea- 
—_— as we ſhall ſee when we come to conſider 


its Decettfulneſs; and partly through the Heami 
of the An ber with the here Luſts . 
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have laid hold on them. Hence that ſaving Light 


that is in the Mind is clouded and ſtifled, that it 
cannot 25 forth its transorming Power to change 
the Soul into the Likeneſs of Cyr 1sT diſcovered 
unto” it, which is its proper work, Rom. Xii. 2. 
The habitual Inclination of the Will to Obedience, 
which is the next way of the working of the Law 


of Grace, is firit weaned, then catt aſide, and ren- 
dered uſeleſs by the continual Solicitations of Sin and - 


Temptation; ſo that the Will firit lets go its Hold, 
and diſputes whether it ſhall yield or no; and at 
laſt gives up it ſelf to its Adverſary: And for the 
Aſfﬀettions, commonly the beginning of this Evil is 


in them. They crels one another, and torture 


| 2 | the 
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the Soul with their impetuous Violence. By this way 
is the Rule of the Law of Grace intercepted by the 
Law of Sin, even by impoſing upon it in the whole 
Seat of its Government. When this is done, it is 
fad work that Sin will make in the Soul. The 
Apoſtle warns Believers to take heed hereof, Rom. 
6. 12. Let not Sin therefore reign in your mortal 


Bodies, that you ſhould obey it in the Lufts thereof. 


Look to it, that it get not the Dominion, that it 
uturp not Rule, no not for a Moment. It will la- 
bour to intrade it ſelf into the Throne, watch againſt 
it, or a woful State and Condition lies at the 
oor. This then accompanies this Rage and Mad- 
neſs of the Law of Sin. It caſts off during its Pre- 
valency, the Rule of the Law of Grace wholly. It 
ſpeaks in the Soul, but is not heard; it commands 
the contrary, but is not obeyed. It cries out, Do 
not this abominable thing which the Lo xD hateth, 
but is not regarded; that is, not ſo far as to be 
able to put a preſent ſtop to the Rage of Sin, and 
to recover its own Rule, which Gop in his own 
Time reſtores to it by the Power of his Spirit 
dwelling in us. | 

SECONDLY, Madneſs or Rage are accompanied 
with Fearlz/ne/s and contempt of Danger. It takes 
away the Power of Conſideration, and all that In- 
fluence that it ought to have upon the Soul. Hence 
Sinners that are wholly under the Power of this 
Rage, are faid, To run upon God, and the thick boſſes 
of bis Buckler, Job xvi. 21. That wherein he 1s 
armed for their utter Ruin. They deſpiſe the ut- 
moſt that he can do to them, being ſecretly reſolved 
to a:compliſh their Luſts, though it coſt them 
their Fouls. Some few Conſiderations will further 
clear this unto us. 

FirsT, Oſtimes when the Soul is broken looſe 
from the Power of renewing Grace, Go p deals with 
it to keep it within bounds by preventing Grace. 
So the LoRrp declares that he will deal with 
Jjracl, Hzj-a 2. 6. Seeing thou haſt rejected me, I 
will take another Courle with thee. I will lay ob- 
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| . Captivating Power of Sin. | | 
ſtacles before thee, that thou ſhalt not be able to 
{ on, whether the Fury of thy Luſts would 
ive thee. He will propoſe that to them from 
— that ſhall obſtruct them in their Pro- 
4 | | WE 45 
 SgconDLY, Theſe Hinderances that Gop lays 
in the way of Sinners, as ſhall be afterwards at large 
declared; are of two forts. | 
FirsT, Rational Conſiderations taken from the 
Conſequence of the Sin and Evil that the Soul 1s 
ſollieited unto, and perplexed withal. Such are the 
Far of Death, Judgment, and Hell, falling into the 


Hands of the Living God, who is a conſuming Fire. 


Whilſt a Man is under the Power of the Law of 
the Spirit of Life, the Love of Chrift conſtraineth him, 
2 Cor. 5. 14. The Principle of his doing Good, 
and abſtaining from Evil, is Faith working Love, 
accompanied with a following of Chriſt, becauſe of 
the ſweet ſavour of his Name. But now when this 
bleſſed eafie Joe is for a Seaſon caſt off, fo as was 


- manifeſted before, God ſets an Hedge of Terror be- 


fore the Soul, minds it of Death and Judgment to 
come, flaſhes the Flames of Hell-Fire in the Face, 
fills' the Soul with Conſideration of all the evil Con- 

uence of Sin to deter it from its Purpoſe. To 
this end doth he make uſe of all Threatnings recorded 
in the Law and Goſpel. To this Head alſo may 
be referred all the Conſiderations that may be taken 
from Things 'Temporal, as Shame, Reproach, Scan- 


dal, Puniſhments, and the like. By the Conſidera- 
0 


tion of theſe Things, I ſay, doth 
before them. | | | 
SECONDLY, Providential Diſpenſations are uſed 


d ſet an Hedpe 


by the Loxrp to the fame Purpoſe, and theſe are 


of two ſorts; 

FIR sT, Such as are ſuited to work upon the 
Soul, and to cauſe it to deſiſt and give over in its 
luſtings and purſuit of ſin. Such are Afictions and 
Mercies, Ifa. 57. 17. I was wreth, and ] ſmote them; 
I teltified my diſlike of their Ways by Aflflictions: 
So Hoſea 2. 9, 11, 12. 12 chaftens Men with Pains. 
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their Purpoſe, and to hide Sin fam them, Job xxxiii. 

17, 19. And other ways he hath to come w them 

and touch them, as in their Names, Relations, 
ſtates and deſirable Things. Or elſe he heaps 
Mercies on them, that they may conſider whom 

they are rebelling againſt. It may be ſignal diſtin- 

— Mercies are made their Portion for many 
1. 


on their Bodies; faith he, in 72 To tern them from 


ECONDLY, Such as aually hinder the Soul 
from purſuing fin, though it be reſolved ſo to do. 
The various ways whereby God doth hir, we muſt 
afterwards confider. RE | 5 5 
Tusk are the ways, I ſay, whereby the Soul 
is dealt withal, after the Law of Indtoelling-Sin hath 
caſt 'off for a ſeaſon the Influencing Power of the 
Law of Grace. But now when Luſt riſes up to 
Rage or Maaneſs, it will alſo contemn all theſe, 
even the Rod, and him that hath appeinted it. 
It will raſh on Shame, Reproaches, rath, and 
whatever may befall it. That is, though they be 
r- unto it, it will venture upon them all, 

age and Madneſs is ſtarles. And this it doth 


two ways. 


FIRST, It paſſeſſetb the Mind, that it ſuffers not 
the Conſideration of theſe Things to dwell upon it 
but renders the 3 of them ſlight and ewanid, 
Or if the Mind do force it ſelf to a Contemplation 
of them, yet it interpoſeth between it and the 
Aﬀettions, that they ſhall not be influenced by it 
in any proportion to what is required. The Soul 


in ſuch a Condition will be able to take ſuch Things 


into -Contemplation, and not at all to be moved by 
them. , And where they do prevail for a ſeaſon, 


yet they are inſenſibly wrought off from the Heart 


again. | 
SECONDLY, By ſeeret ſtubborn Reſo/ves to ven- 


ture all upon the way wherein it is. 


AND this is the ſecond Branch of this Evidence 
of the Pozcer of Sin, taken from the Oppoſition that 
it makes to the Lats of Grace, as it were by the 


way 


 induelling-Sin proved Powerful from its Decett. Prob- 


be great, and is carefully to be watched againſt, 
by all ſuch as value their Souls, where Power 


 baraning of the Heart againſt God. It is on the ac- 


Deteitfulneſs of Sin opentd. 81 
way of Force, Strength and Violence; the Conſide- 
ration of its "Deceit doth now follow. 


»” * * * _ =y 


e HAP. vm 


ed to be Deceltfal. The General Nature of Deceit. 

James 1. 14. opened. How the Mind is drawn 0 

from its Duty by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. The Prin- 

cipal Duties of the Mind in our Obedience. The 
ays and Means whereby it is turned from it. 


He ſecond Part of the Evidence of the Potoer 

of Sin from its Manner of Operation, is taken 

from its Deceitfulne/s. It adds in its workings, De- 
ceit unto Power. The Efficacy of that muſt needs 


and Deceit are combined, eſpecially advantaged 
and aſſiſted by all the Ways and Means before in- 
ſiſted on. | 

BzroRE we come to ſhew wherein the Nature 
of this Deceitfulneſs of Sin doth conſiſt; and how it 
prevaileth thereby, ſome Teſtimonies ſhall be briefly 

iven in unto the Thing it Jef, and ſome Light into 

e general Nature of it. 

THarT Sin, Jndwelling-Sin, is deceitful, we have 
the expreſs Teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſ?, as Heb. z. 
13. Take heed that ye be not hardned by the Deceitful- 
neſs of Sin. Deceitful it is, take heed of it, watch 
againſt it, or it will produce its utmoſt Effect in 


count of ſin, that the Heart is ſaid to be deceitful 
above all things, Jer. xvii. 9. Take a Man in other 
Things, and as 7 ſpeaks, though he would be roije 
and crafty, he is like the wild Aſſes Colt, Job xi. 12. 
a poor, vain, empty, nothing. But conſider his 
Heart on the account ns Law of Sin, it is crafty 
[ 3 4 and 


_ there is Poyſon in every Stream, the 


that we have ſufficient T 
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92 \ Deceitfulneſs of Sin opened. 


and deceitful above all things. 7hey are wiſe to do 
Evil, faith the 8 8 but to do Good” they know 


not, Jer. iv. 22. o the ſan e purpoſe ſpeaks the 


Apofile, Eph. iv. 2. The old Man is corrupt, ac. 


cord! 


"g te deceitful Lufts. Every Luſt, which is a 
Branch of this Law of Sin, is deceitful; and where 


Fountain muſt 
needs be corrupt. No parti 


ceit in it, but what is communicated unto it from 
this Fountain of all actual Luft, this Law of Sin. 
And ( 2Thefſ. 2. 10.) the coming of the Man of 


Sin, is faid to be in and with the Deceivablens/s e 


Unrighteouſneſs. Unrighteouſneſs is a thing general 
decryed ws evil — gat of amongſt Men” 5 4 


C , 0 that it 
is not eaſie to conceive how any Man ſhould 


vail himſelf of a Reputation thereby. 
Deceivableneſs in it, whereby the Minds of Men are 
turned aſide from a due Conſideration of it; as we 
ſhall manifeſt afterwards. And 

which the Apoltle gives concerning thoſe who are 
under the power of Sin is, that they are deceived, 
Titus 3. 3. And the Life of evil Men, is nothing 
but deceiving, and being deceived, 2 Tim. 3. 13. S0 


we | eſtimony given unto this 
Qualification of the Enemy with whom we have to 


deal; he is Decciiſul; Which Conſideration of all 
Things, puts the Mind of Man to a loſs in 
dealing with an Adverſary. He knows he can 
have no Security againſt ene that is Deceitful, 
but in ſtanding upon his own Guard and Defence 
all his Days. | 


pre- 
But there is a 


FURTHER to manifeſt the ſtrength and advan- 
tage that Sin hath by its Deceit, we may obſerve, 


that the Scripture places it for the moſt part as the 


| Head and ſpring of every Sin, even as though there 


were no din /el//owed after, but where Deceit went 
before. So 1 Jim. 2. 13, 14. The Reaſon the Apoſtle 
ives why Auam though he was yt formed, was not 
57 in the Jranſgreſſian, is, Becaule he was not fir/? 
Deceired. Ihe Woman though made laſt, yet be- 
ing // deceived, was full in the Sin. Even 15 
| | K 


lar Luſt hath any De- 


thus the Account 
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/ Deteitfulneſs of Sin opened. 83 
firſt Sin began in Deceit, and until the Mind was 
deceived, the Soul was fafe. Eve therefore did truly 
expreſs the Matter, Gen. 3. 13. though ſhe did it 
not to a good End; The Serpent beguiled me, faith 
ſhe, 4nd I did eat. She thought to extenuate her 
own Crime, by charging the Serpent. And this was 
2 new Fruit of the ſin ſhe had caſt herſelf into. 
But the matter of fact Was true, ſhe was beguiled be- 
fore ſhe eat; Deceit went before the Tranſgreſſion. 
And the Apoſtle ihews that Sin and Satan till take 
the ſame Courſe, 2 Cor. xi. 3. There is, faith he, the 


fame way of working towards actual fin, as was of 


old; beguiling, deceiving goes before, and fin that 
is the actual accompliſhment of it followeth after. 
Hence all the great works that the Devil doth in 
the World, to ſtir Men up to an Oppolition unto 


the LORD Jes8Us CHRIST and his * 
9. The 


| dom, he doth them by Deceit, Rev. xii. | 
Devil who deceiveth the whole World. It were ut- 


terly ' impoſſible Men ſhould be K+ 12g on te 
abide in his ſervice, acting his Deſigns ta their 
Eternal, and ſometimes their Temporal Ruin, were 
they not exceedingly deceived. See allo Chap. 
XX. 10. 


 Hexcg are thoſe manifold - Cautions that are 


iven us to fake heed, that we be not deceived, 


f we would take heed that- we do not lin. See 
Eph. F. 6. 1 Cor. 6. 9. 1. 15. 33 Gal. 6. 5. 
Luke 21. 8. From all which Teſtimonies we may 
learn the Influence that Deceit hath into Sin, and 
conſequently the advantage that the Law of Sin hath 
to put forth its Power by its Deceitfulne/s. Where 
It prevails to deceive, it fails not to bring forth 
its Fruit. 
Tux Ground of this Efficacy of Sin by Deceit, is 
taken from the Faculty of the Soul affected with it. 
Deceit properly affects the Mind; it is the Mind that 
is deceived, When Sin attempts any other wa 


* Entrance into the Soul, as by the AMectiom, the Hy 


lind retaining its Right and Sovereignty, is able to 
give check and controul unto it. But where the 


Mind 
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Mind is tainted, the prevalency muſt be great. 


vet the Deceit of the M 


| Deceitfulneſs of Sin opened.” 
For the Mind or Underſtanding is the leading F a- 


culty of the Soul, and what that fixes on, the Will 


and Affections ruſh after, being capable of no Con- 
ſideration but what that preſents unto them. 
Hence it is, that though the Entanglement of the 
Afﬀettions unto Sin be oftimes mpſt troubleſome, 


is always moſt danger- 
ous; and that becauſe of the Place that it poſ- 


ſeſſeth in the Soul, as unto its Operations. Its 


Office is to guide, direct, chooſe and lead; and if 
the Light that is in us be Darkneſs, how great is 
that Darkneſs. 


AND this will further appear, if we conſider the 


nature of Deceit in general. It conſiſts in preſenting 


unto the Soul, or Mind, things otherwiſe than they 
are, either in their Nature, Cauſes, Effects, or pre- 
ſent reſpect unto the Soul. This is the general 
nature of Deceit, and it prevails many ways. It 
hides what ought to be ſeen and conſidered, con- 
ceals Circumſtances and Conſequences, preſents what 
is not, or things as they are not, as we ſhall after- 
wards manifeſt in particular. It was ſhewed before, 
that Satan beguiled and deceived our firſt Parents; 


that term the Holy Ghoſt gives unto his Tempta- 
tion and Seduction. And how he did deceive them 


the Scripture relates, Gen. 3. 4, 5. He did it by 
repreſenting Gungs otherwiſe than they were. The 
Fruit was 4c/irable, that was apparent unto the Eye. 

ence Satan takes advantage ſecretly to inſinuate, 
that it was meerly an abridgement of their Happi- 
nels, that God auned at in forbidding them to eat 
of 1t. That it was for a trial of their Obedience, 


that certain, though not immediate Ruin would en- 


ſue upon the eating of it, he hides from them; only 
he propoſeth the - preſent advantage of Knowledge, 
and ſo preſents the whole Caſe quite otherwiſe unto 
them, than indeed it was. This is the nature of 
Deceit; it is a Repreſentation of a Matter under 
Diſguiſes, hiding that which is undeſirable, propoſing 
that which indeed is not in it, that the Min Fog 
| ce 
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make a falſe Judgment of it. So Jacob deceived © 
Jaac by his Brothers Raiment, and the Skins on 
his Hands and Neck. - 4 

AcailiNn, Deceit hath advantage by that way of 
Management which is inſeparable from it. It is al- 
ways carried on by Degrees, by little and little, that 
the whole of the Deſign and Aim in hand be not 
at once diſcovered. So dealt. Satan in that great 
Deceit before- mentioned; he proceeds in it by Steps 
and Degrees. Fir/t, He takes off an Objection, and 
tells them, They ſhall not die; then propoleth the 
good of Knowledge to them, and their being like ts 
God thereby. Jo hide and conceal Ends, 10 proceed 
by Steps and Degrees, to make uſe of what is ob- 
tained, and thence to preſs on to further Effects, is 
the true nature of Deceit. Stephen tells us, that the 
King of Egypt dealt jubtilly or aeceitfully with their 
Kindred, Ats vii. 19. How he did it we may ee, 
Exod. 1. he did not at firſt fall to Tilling and laying 
of them, but fays, verſe 10. Come, let us deal wiſely; 
beginning to oppreſs them. This brings forth their 
Bondage, verſe 11. Having got this ground. to make 
them Slaves, he proceeds to deſtroy their Childran, 
verſe 16. He fell not on them all at once, but b 
Degrees. And this may ſuffice to ſhew in general, 
_ _ is «eteitful, and the advantages that it hath 
thereby. ; 

F A the Way, and Manner, and Progreſs of Sin 
in working by Deceit, we have It fully expreſſed, 
James 1. 14, 15. Every Man is tempted, when be is 
drawn away of his own Luſt, and enticed; then when 
Lu hath conceived, it bringeth forth Sin: and Sin 
when it is Fn wr bringeth forth Death. This place 
declaring the whole of what -we aim at in this Mat- 
ter, muſt be particularly inſiſted on. 0 

IN the foregoing” ver/e, the Apoſtle manifeſts that 
Men are willing to drive the % Trade, which our 
firſt Parents at the entrance of Sin ſet up withal, 
namely, of excuſing themſelves in their Sins, and 
calting the occaſion and blame of them on others. 
It is not, ſay they, from themſelves, their o-] n Na- 
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ture and Inclinations, their 6wn Deſignings, that 
they have committed ſuch and ſuch Evils, but 
meerly from their Temptations. And if they know 
not where to fix the Evil of thoſe Temptations, 
they will ay them on God himſelf, rather than go 
without an excuſe or extenuation of their uſt. 


This evil in the Hearts of Men the Apoſtle re- 


buketh, verſe 13. Let no Man ſay 


when he is tempted, 
J am tempted of God; for God cannot be tempted of 


evil, neither tempteth he any Man. And to ſhew the 


obſerve in the Words, 


juſtneſs of this Reproof in the Words mentioned, 
he diſcovers the true Cauſes of the riſe and whole 
progreſs of Sin, manifeſting that the whole Guilt of 


it lies upon the Sinner, and that the whole Puniſh- 


ment of it, if not graciouſly prevented, will be his 
Lot alſo. 1 8 : . | 
Wr have therefore, as was ſaid, in theſe Words, 
the Whole progreſs of Luſt or Indwelling-Sin, by 
the way of 3 Fraud and Deceit, expreſſed and 
limited by the Holy Ghoſt. And from hence we 
ſhall manifeſt the particular ways and means where- 
by .it puts forth its pours and efficacy in the Hearts 
of Men by Deceitfulneſs and Subtilty; and we may 


FIRST, The utmoſt End os at in all the act- 


ings of Sin, or the tendency of it in its own nature, 


and that is Death; Sin when it ig finiſhed, bringeth 


forth Death; the everlaſting Death of the Sinners: 


Pretend what it will, this is the End it aims at and 
tends unto. Hiding of Ends and Deſigns, is the 


Principal property of Deceit. This Sin doth to the 


utmoſt; other things innumerable it pleads, but 
not once declares 


' everlaſting Death of the Soul. And a fixed appre- 


t it aims at the Death, the 


henſion of this End of every Sin, is a bleſſed means 
to prevent its prevalency in its way of Deceit or 


1 


ECO NDL, The general way of its acting to- 
wards that End, is by Temptation; Every 1 15 
tempted of his own Lal. I purpoſe not to ſpeak in 
general of the Nature of Temptation, it belongs not 

7 unto 
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unto our preſent Purpoſe, and beſides I have done it 
elſewhere. It may ſuffice at 8 to obſerve, that 
the Life of Temptation lies in Deceit. So that in the 
Buſineſs of Sin, to be effectually tempted, and to be 
beguiled or deceived, are the ſame. hus it was in 
the firſt Temptation, it is every where called the 
Serpents beguling or deceiving, as was manifeſted 
before; The Serpent beguiled Eve; that is, prevailed 

by his Temptation upon her. So that every Man is 
tempted; that is, every Man is Segulled or deceived by . 

his own Luſt, or Indtvelling in, which we have often 
declared to be the ſame. | 

Taz Degrees whereby Sin proceedeth in this 
work of Tempting or Deceiving, are Five. For we 
ſhewed before, that this belongs unto the Nature 
of Deceit, that it works by Degrees, making its ad- 
vantage by one ſtep to gain another. 4 * 

TAE firſt of theſe conſiſts in drawing off, or 
drawing away; Every Man ts tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own Luft." | 

Tu ſecond is in enticing; and is enticed. | 

T'Hre third, in the conception of Sin; when Luff 
hath conceived, when the Heart is enticed, then Luſt 
conceives in It. 

THe fourth is the bringing forth of Sin in its 
actual accompliſhment; When Luft hath conceived, it 
brings forth Sin. In all which there 1s a ſecret allu- 
ſion to an adulterous deviation from conjugal Du- 
ties, and cenceiving or bringing forth Children of 
Whoredom and Fornication. | 

THe fifth is, the finiſhing of Sin, the compleating il 
of it, the filling up of the meaſure of it, whereby '  Þ} 
the end originally deligned by Luſt is brought about; 
Sin when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death. As Luft 


Sin; 8 lo Sin finiſhed, infallibly procureth eternal 
eath. | } 
THe firf of theſe relates to the Mind; that is 

drawn oft, or drawn away by the Deceit of Sin. 

"The ſecend unto the Afettions, they are enticed or 

entangled. The third to the Hi. wherein lin is 


co 
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conceived 3 the conſent of the Will being the for- 
mal conception of actual fin. The fourth to the 
Converſation, wherein fin is brought forth; it exerts 


it ſelf in the Lives and Courſes of Men. The f/th , 


reſpects an ohdurate Courſe in ſinning, that finiſheth; 
conſummates, and ſhuts up the whole work of Sin, 
whereon enſues Death or eternal Rum: 

I ſhall principally conſider the #hree firf, wherein 
the main ſtrength of the deceit of Sin doth ly, and 
that becauſe in Believers, whoſe State and Condition 
is principally propoſed to Conſideration, God is pleaſ- 
ed, for the molt part, graciouſly to prevent the 
| Fourth inſtance, or the bringing forth of actual Sins in 
their Converſations ; And the laſt always and wholly, 


or their being obdurate in a courſe of Sin to the 


finiſhing of it. What ways God in his Grace and 
Faithfulnels makes uſe of to fie the Conceptions 
Sin in the Womb, and to hinder its actual Pro- 
uction in the Lives of Men, muſt afterwards be 
ſpoken unto. The fit three Inſlances then we 
hall inſiſt upon fully, as thoſe wherein the prin- 
2 e of Believers in this Matter 
oth ly. 

27 1 firſt Thing which Sin is ſaid to do, work- 
ing in a way of Deceit, is to draw away, or to 
draw off; whence a Man is faid to be drawn off, 
or drawn away and diverted, namely, from attend- 
ing unto that courſe of Obedience and Holineſs, 
which, in oppoſition unto Sin and the Law 
thereof, he is bound with Diligence to attend 
unto. f | | 

Now it is the Mind that this Effect of the De- 
ceit of Sin is wrought upon. The. Mind or Un- 
derſtanding, as we have ſhewed, is the Guiding, Con- 
ducting Faculty of the Soul; it goes before in Di 
cerning, Judging, and —— to make the way 
of moral Actions fair and ſmooth to the Will and 


Affections. It is te the Soul, what Moſes told his 
| Father-in-Law that he might be to the People in 
the Wilderneſs, as Eyes to guide them, and keep them 
from wandering in that delolate* Place. It is the 


Eye 
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Eye of the Soul, without whoſe guidance the Will 
and Affections would perpetually wander in the Wil- 
derneſs of this World, according as any Object, witn 
an appearing preſent Good, did offer or prelent it ſelf 


w.wer Wen (3 1 
* * 


T n firſt Thing therefore that Sin aims at in its 
deceitful working, is to draw off and divert the Mind 
from the diſcharge of its Duty. \ 

THERE are two Things which belong unto _ 
the Duty of the Mind, in that ſpecial Office which 
it hath M and about the Obedience which Gd 

uireth. | 74 

IRST, To keep it ſelf and the whole Soul in 
ſuch a Frame and Poſture, as may render it ready | 
unto all Duties of Obedience, and watchful againſt all 
Enticements unto the Conception of Sin. 

SECONDLY, In particular, carefully to attend 
unto all particular Actions, that they be performed 
as God requireth, for Matter, Manner, 'Time and | 
Seaſon, agreeable unto his Will; as alſo for the ob- 
viating particular Tenders of Sin in Things for- 
bidden. In theſe two Things conſiſts the whole Duty 
of the Mind of a Believer. And from both gf them 
doth Tadzwe/ling-Sin endeayour to divert it, and 
draw it off, | 

THz firſt of theſe is, the Duty of the Mind, in 

reference unto the general Frame and Courſe of the 
whole Soul; and hereof two Things may be con- 
| ſidered. Firff, That it is founded in a due conſtant 
KK Conſideration; '/1. Of our ſelves, of Sin and its 
vilenels. 2. Of God, of his Grace and Goodneſs. 
And both theſe doth Sin labour to draw it off from. 
Secondly, In attending to thoſe Duties which are 
fuited to obviate the working of the Law of Sin, in 
an eſpecial manner. 8 

FIR sr, It endeavours to draw it off from a due 

Conſideration, Apprehenſion and Senſibleneſs of its 
own Fileneſs, — the Danger wherewith it is at- 
tended. This in the firſt Place we thall inſtance in. 
A due conſtant Conſideration of Sin in its Nature, 
in all its aggravating Circuinſtances, in its End and 
Tendency, 
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4 A eſpecially as repreſented in the Blood and 
Croſs of CHRIST, ought always to abide - with 
us. Jer. 2. 10. Know therefore and ſee, that it is ax 
evil thing and a bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the 
Lord thy God. Every Sin is a for/aking of the Lok D 
our Go p. If the Heart know not, if it conſider 
not, that it is an evil thing and a bitter, ei in it 
ſelf, bitter in its Effects, Fruit and Event, it will ne- 
ver be ſecured againſt it. Beſides, that frame of Heart 
which is molt accepted with Go p in any Sinner, is 
the Humble, Contrite, Self abaſing Frame: IIa. 57. 15. 
Thus ſaith the high aud lifty One that ; babiteth Eter- 
nity, whoſe Name is Holy, I dwell in the high and 
Holy place; with him alſo that is of a contrite and 
humble Spirit; to revive the Spirit of the humble, to 
revive the Heart of the contrite ones. See allo Luke 
18. 13, 14 This becomes a Sinner, no Garment 
fits ſo decently about him. Be clotbed with Humility, 
faith the Apoſtle, 1 Pet. 5. 5. It is that which be- 
comes us, and it 1s the only ſafe Frame. He that 
walketh humbly, walketh ſafely. This is the deſign 
of Peter's advice, 1 Pet. 1. 17. Paſs the time of your. 
ſejourning here in Fear. After that he himſelf had miſ- 
carried by another frame of Mind, he gives this 
advice to all Believers; It is not a bondage, ſervile 
fear, diſquieting and 3 the Soul, but ſuch 
a fear as may keep Men conſtantly calling _ the 
Father, with reterence unto the final Judgment, 
that they may be preſerved from Sin, whereof they 
were in ſo great danger, which he adviſes them 
unto. 7 7 call on the Father, who without reſpect FA 
perſons judgeth according to every Mans work, paſs the 
time of your ſojourning here in fear. This is the 
humble frame of "a þ and haw 1s this obtained ? 
how 15 this preſerved? No otherwiſe but by a con- 
ſtant deep Apprehenſion of the Evil, Vilenels, and 
Danger of Sin. So was it wrought, ſo was it kept 
up in the approved Publican; God be 2 
faith he, to me a Sinner: Senſe of fin kept him 
humble, and Humility made way for his acceſs unto 
a Leſtimony of the pardon of ſin. 4 
„ N 
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nd  Anv this is the great Preſervative through Grace 
ith Tom Sin, as we have an Example in the Inſtance of 
ar ' Fojeph, Gen. xxxix. 9. Upon the urgency of his 
the cat Temptation, he recoils immediately into this 
N rame of Spirit; Horo, faith he, can I di this thing, 
ler and fin againſt Cod? A conſtant ſteddy ſenſe of the 
it evil of Sin, gives him ſuch preſervation, that he 
ne- ventures 1 Life in 1 to it. To | 
art fear lin, is to the Lord; ſo the holy Man tells + | 
is WW. ws that they are the ſame, Job xxviii. 28. The Fear © 
15. of the LORD, that is Wiſdom, and to depart from 
Iniguity, that 15 Ky veces. e 
md | 1 H 18 therefore in the firſt Place, in general, doth 
nd the Lau of Sin put forth its Deceit about, namely, 
to to draw Mind from this Frame, which is the 
ike ſtrongeſt Fort of the Souls Defence and Security. 
nt WU It labours to divert the Mind from a due appre- 
ty, henſion of the vileneſs, abomination, and danger off 
be- Sin. It ſecretly and inſenſibly inſinuates 2 5 ö 
hat excuſing, extenuating Thoughts of it; or it draws ö 
gn it off from pondering upon it, from being . 2 
UT verſant about it in its Thoughts ſo much as it | 
il eught, and formerly hath been. And if after the | 
his Heart of a Man hath through the Word, Spirit 
ile and Grace of Chriſt been made tender, ſoft, deep- 
ich ly ſenſible of Sin, it becomes on any account, or 
the by any means whatever to have leſs, fewer, ſlighter, 
nt, or leſs affecting Thought: of it, or about it, the 
ey Mind of that Man is drawn away by the deceitful 
em neſs of Sin. » EEE 
0 Tuzzr are two Ways * others, where- 
the by the Law of Sin endeavours deceirfiilly to draw 
the off the Mind from this Duty, and Frame enſuing 
d ? thereon. | I 
on- FIR s, It doth it by an horrible 26e of Goſpel- {1 
ind Grace. There is in the Gofpe/ a Remedy provided } 
ept * the whole Evil of Sin, the Filth, the Guilt 
ful, of it, with all its dangerous Conſequents. It is the 
um Doctrine of the Deliverance of the Souls of Men 
nto from Sin and Death. A Diſcovery of the gracionz 

Will of God towards Sinners by Jeſus Chriſt. What b 
** | 8 | RoW | 
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now is the genuine Tendency of this Doctrine, of 
this Diſcovery of Grace, and what ought we to uſe 
it and improve- it unto? This the Apoſtle declares, 
Titus 2. 11, 12. The grace of God that bringeth ſal- 
ration, hath appeared to all Men, teaching us, that 
denying wungodlineſs and worldly luſis, we ſpould live 
Soberly, rishteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 
This it teacheth, this we ought to learn of it, and 
by it. Hence Univer/al Holineſs is called a Cans 
tron that becometh the Goſpel, Philip. 1. 27. It 
comes it as that which is anſwerable unto its End, 
Aim, and Deſign, as that which it. requires, and 
which it ought to be improved unto. d accord- 
| ingly it doth produce this Effect, where the Word 
of it is received and preſerved in a — Light, 
Rem. xii. 2, Eph. iv. 20, 21, 22, 23, 24. But here- 
in doth the deceit of ſin interpoſe it ſelf. It ſeparates 
between the Doctrine of Grace, and the Uſe and 
End of it. It ſtays upon its Notions, and intercepts 
its Influences in its proper Application. From the 
Doctrine of the aſſure pov of 1in, it infinuates a 
j regardlcjneſs of fin. God in Chriſt makes the Pro- 
' poſition, and Satan and Sin make the Conclufron. For 
that the deceitfulne/s of Sin is apt to plead unto a 
regardleſneſs of it from the Grace of God whereby 
it is pardoned, the Apoſtle declares in his reproof and 
deteſtation of ſuch an Inſinuation, Rom. vi. 1. What 
ſhall we Jay then? ſhall we continue in Sin, that 
Grace may abound? God forbid, Mens deceitful Hearts, 
faith he, are apt to make that Concluſion z but far 
be it from us, that we ſhould give any Entertain 
ment unto it. But yet that ſome have evidently im- 
proved that Deceit unto their own eternal Ruin, 
Jude declares, verſe 4. Ungodly Men, turning the: 
Grace of God into Lajcivicujneſs. And we have had 
dread#:] Inſtances of it in the Days of Jemptation 
wherein we have lived. ; 
IxvtEtD in oppoſition unto this Deceit, lies 
much of the Wi/4;,: of Faith, and Power of Goſpe . 
Grace. When the Mind is fully poſſeſſed with, and 
calt habitually and firmly into the Mould 10 the 
SY , . Otlon 
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Notion and Doctrine of Goſpel-Truth, about the fu] 1 
and free forgiveneſs of all Sins in the Blood of Chriſt, 
then to be able. to keep the Heart always in a de 
humbling ſenſe of Sin, abhorrency of it, and Self- 
abaſement for it, is a great Effect of Goſpel-Wiſdom 
and Grace. This is the Trial and Touchſtone of 1 
Goſpel-Light. If it keep the Heart ſenſible of Sin. 
humble, lowly, and broken on that account: If "I 
teach us to water a free Pardon with Tears, to deteſt | 
forgiven Sin, to watch diligently for the ruin of that, 
which we are yet aſſured, ſhall never ruin us; it is 
Divine, from above, of the Spirit of Grace. If it 
ſecretly and inſenfibly make Men looſe and Fol 
in their Thoughts about Sin, it is adulterate, felt, 
falſe: If it will be all, anſwer all ends, it is no- 


thing. 8 . | 
x ENCE it comes to paſs, that ſometimes we fee 
Men walking in a Bondage. frame of Spirit all their 
Days, low in their Light, mean in their Apprehen- 
ſions of Grace, fo that it is hard to diſcern whe-' 
ther Covenant in their Principles they belong unto 
whether they are. under the Law, or under Grace, - 
vet walk with a more conſciencious tenderneſs of 
-tinning, than many who are advanced into higher 
Degrees of Light and 1 than they. Not 
that the ſaving Light of the Wipel, is not the on/y 
Principle of taving Holinels and Obedience; but 
that through the deceitfulneſs of Sin it is 'variouſ- 
1y abuſed to countenance the Soul in manifold ne- 
ect of Duties, and to draw off the Mind from 2 
due Conſideration of the Nature, Deſert and Danger 

of Sin. And this is done ſeveral ways. 
Fix sT, The Soul having frequent need of Re- 
lief by Goſpel-Grace, againſt .a ſenſe of the Guilt of 
Sin, and Accuſation of the Law, comes at length to 
make it a common and ordinary thing, and tuch as 
may be ſlightly 1 9 Hliving found a good 
Medicine for its Wounds, and ſuch as it hath had 
experience of its Efficacy, it comes to apply it 
Jiightly, and rather ſkinneth over, than cureth its 
Sores. © A little leſe 23 a little leſs Diligence 
| 1 2 Jerves 
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, ſerves every time, until the Soul it may be begins 
t ſecure it ſelf of Pardon in Courſe. And this tends 
| Eireftly to dravo of the Mind from its conſtant and 
' univerſal Watchfulneſs againſt Sin. He whoſe Light 
' hath made his way of Acceſs plain for the obtaining 
of Pardon, if he be not oY watchful, he is far 
more apt to become any. ormal, and careleſs in 
his Work, than he who by Reaſon of Miſts and 
Darkneſs, beats about to find his Way aright to the 
Throne of Grace. As a Man that hath often tra- 
velled a Road, paſſeth on without Regard or En- 
_"_ but he who is a ſtranger unto. it, obſerving 
all Turnings, and enquiring of all Paſſengers, ſecures 
his Journey beyond the other. | 
SECONDLY, The Deceitfulnt/s of Sin takes ad- 
vantage from the Doctrine of Grace, by many ways 
and means to extend the Bounds of the Souls Li- 
berty beyond what God hath aſſigned unto it. 
Some have never thought themſelves free from a 
Legal Bondage frame, until they have been brought 
into the Confines of Senſuality, and ſome into the 
Depths of it. How often will Sin plead, This 
Strictneſs, 75 Exactneſs, this Solicitude is no ways 
needful; Relief is provided in the Goſpel againtt 
ſuch things. Would you live as though there 
were no need of þg, Goſpel? As though Par- 
don of Sin were td no 3 But concernin 
theſe Pleas of Sin from Goſpel-Grace, we ſh 
— occaſion to ſpeak more hereaftes in parti- 
cular. 
THrirDLly, In Times of Temptation this Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin, will argue expreſly for Sin from 
eee at leaſt it will plead for: theie two 
ungs. 5 | 
Firs T, That there is not need of ſuch a tena- 
cious ſevere contending againſt it, as the Prin- 
ciple of the new Creature is fixed on. If it can- 
not divert the Soul or Mind 2o4o/ly from attending 
unto 'Temptations to oppoſe them, yet it will eu- 
d-rvour to draw them off, as to the Manner of 
taeir Attendance. They need not uſe that Dili- 
gence 
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the Event of Sin, that it ſhall not turn to the Ruin 
or Deſtruction of the Soul, becauſe it is, it will, 
or may be pardoned by the Grace of the Goſpel. 


fon; Poyſon is mixed in every drop of this Bal- 
ſom, to the Danger, if not Death of the Soul. And 


beſotted in Senſuality, or by the Corruptions that 
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genere which at firſt the Soul apprehends to be 


13 | 
SxcoxpLy, It will be tendering Relief as to 


And this is true, this is the = and only Relief 
of the Soul againſt Sin, the Guilt whereof it hath 
contracted already; the bleſſed and only Remedy 
for a guilty Soul. But when it is pleaded and 
remembred by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, in Comply- . 


ance with Temptation unto Sin, then it is Poy- 


this is the firſt way whereby the Deceitfulne/s of Sin 
draws off the Mind from a due Attendance unto 
that ſenſe of its vileneſs, which alone is able to 
keep it in that humble, ſelf-abaſed Frame that is 
acceptable with God. It makes the Mind careleſs, 
as though its Work were needleſs, becauſe of the 
— 2 of Grace; which is a Soldiers ne- 
ect of his Station, 1 to a Reſerve, pro- 
vided indeed only in caſe of keeping his own pro- 
per Place. OL | 
SECONDLY, Sin takes advantage to work by its 
Deceit in this Matter of drawing of the Mind from 
a due ſenſe of it, from the State and Condition of 
Men in the World. I ſhall give only one Inſtance 
of its Procedure in this kind. Men in their young- 
er Days have naturally their Affections more 
quick, vigorous and active, more ſenſibly work- 
ing in them, than afterwards. They do as to, 
their ſenſible Working and Operation naturally de- 
cay, and many things befall Men in their Lives, 
that take off the Edge and Keenneſs of them. But 
as Men loſe in their, Affections, if they are not 


are in the World through Luſt, they grow and im- 
prove in their Underitandings, Retolutions, and 
Judgments. Hence it is, that if what had place 
tormerly in their Afefions, do not take place in 

G 3 their 
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their Minds and Judgments, they utterly loſe them, 
they have no more place in their. Souls. Thus Men 
have no Regard for, yea, they utterly deſpiſe thoſe 
things which their Affections were ſet upon with 
Delight and Greedineſs in their Childhood. Bux 
if they are things that by any means come to be 
fixed in their Minds an Fand d they conti- 
nue a high Eſtecm for them, and do cleave as cloſe 
unto them, as they did when their Affections were 
more vigorous. Only (as it were) they have changed 
their Seat in the Soul. It is thus in things ſpiritu- 
al; the firſt and chiefelt Seat of the ſenſibleneſs of 
Sin, is in the AFections; as theſe in natural Youth, 
are great and large, ſo are they ſpiritually in ſpiri- 
tual Youth, Jer. 2. 2. I remember * kindneſs of thy 
Huth, the Ive of thine Fel Beſides ſuch Per- 
ſons are newly come off from their Convictions, 
wherein” they bans been cut to the Heart, and fo 
made tender. Whatever Touches upon a Wound 
is throughly felt. So doth the Guilt of Sin be- 
fore the Wound given by Conviction be throughly 
\ cured. ' But now when Affections begin to decay 
naturally, they begin to decay alſo as to their ſen- 
fible Actings and Motions in things ſpiritual. Al- 
though they improve in Grace, yet they may de- 
cay in Senſe. At leaſt ſpiritual Senſe is not radi- 
cally in them, but only by way of Communication. 
Now in theſe Decays, if the Soul take not care to 
fix a deep ſenſe of Sin on the Mind and Fuage- 
ment, thereby perpetually to affect the Heart and 
Affections, it will decay. And here the Deceit of 
the Law of Sin interpoſeth it ſelf. It ſuffers a ſenle 
of Sin to decay in the Affections, and diverts the 
Mind from entertaining a due, conſtant, fixed Conſi- 
deration of it. We may conſider this a little in Per- 
ſons that never make a Progreſs in the Ways of God 
beyond Conviction. How /er/ib/e of Sin will the 
be for a Seaton ? How will they then moum an 
weep under a ſenſe of the Guilt of it? How will 
they cordially and heartily Retolve againſt it? AF 
tections are vigorous, and (as it were] bear — in 
" 0 cir 
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their Souls. But they are like an Herb that will 
flouriſh for a Day or two with watering, although 
it have no Root. For, a while after we ſee, that 
theſe Men the more experience they have. had of Sin, 
the leſs they are afraid of it, as the Wiſe Man inti- 
mates, Ecclef. viii. 11. And at length they come to 
be the greateſt contemners of Sin in the 2055 No 
Sinner like him that hath ſinned away his Convicti- 
ons of Sin. What is the Reaſon of this? Senſe of 
Sin was in their Convictions fixed on their Affecti- 
ons; as it decayed in them, they took no care to 
have it deeply and 1 fixed on their Minds. 
This the 3 $ of Sin deprived them of, and 
ſo ruined their Souls. In ſome meaſure it is fo with 
Believers. If as the ſenſibleneſs of the Affections de- 
cay, if as they grow heavy and obtuſe, great Wiſdom 
and Grace be not uſed to fix a due ſenſe of Sin 
upon the Mind and judgment, which may pro- 
voke, excite, enliven and ſtir up the Affections every 
Day, great Decays will enſue. At firſt, Sorrow, 
Trouble, Grief, Fear, affected the Mind, and would 

ive it no reſt. If afterwards the Mind do not af- 
lect the Heart with Sorrow and Grief, the whole 
will be caſt out, and the Soul be in danger” of being 
hardned. And theſe are ſome of the ways whereb 
the Deceit of Sin diverts the Mind from the firſt Part 
of its ſafe A oe. Frame, or draws it off from its 
— atchfulneſs againſt Sin and all the Effects 
of it. 

THe ſecond Part of this general Duty of the 
Mind, is to keep the Soul unto a conſtant, holy Con- 
ſideration of God and his Grace. This evidently 
lies at the Spring-head of Goſpel-obedience. The 
way whereby Sin draws off the Mind from this Part 
of its Duty, is open and known ſufficiently, though 
not ſufficiently watched againit. Now this the 
Scripture, every where declares to be the filling of 
the Minds of Men with earthly things. This it 
pas in direct oppoſition unto that hearen/ 

rame of the Mind, which is the ſpring of Goſpel- 
obedience, Col. 3. 2. 4 your A ections on things 
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zg, then, of carthly. things, is oppoſed unto that 


venly Frame, in the uſe and purſuit of earthly 
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abave, not on things. on the Earth, or ſet your Minds. 
As if he had ſaid, On both together you cannot be 
ſet or fixed, ſo as principally and chiefly to mind 
them both. And the Affections to the one and 
the other, proveaſing from theſe different Princi- 
ples. of 1in4ing the one and the other, are o 

as directly inconſiftent, 1 John 2. 15. Love not the 
World, neither the things that are in the World. If 
any Man love the World, the love of the Father is net 
in him. And actings in a courſe ſuitable unto 
theſe Affections are propoſed alſo as contray ; You 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon. Theſe are two 
Maſters whom no Man can ſerve at the fame time, 
to the ſatisfaction of both. Every inordinate mind- 


Frame wherein our Minds ought to be fixed on 
Ged and his Grace in a courle of Goſpel- obe- 
dience. 

SEVERAL Ways there are whereby the Deceit- 
fulneſs of Sin draws off the Mind in this particular; 
but the chief of them is by -prefling theſe things on 
the Mind under the Notion of things Jacoful, and it 
may be neceliary. So all thoſe who excuſe them- 
ſelves in the Parable, from coming in to the Mar- 
riage-Feaſt of the Goſpel, did it -6n the account of 
their being engaged in their /zze/u/ Callings. One 
about his Farm, another his Oxen, the means whereby 
he ploughed in this World. By this Flea were the 
Minds of Men drawn off from that Frame of Hea- 
venlinels which is required to our walking with 
God, and the Rules of not, gi the World, or 
uling it as if we uſed it not, are hereby neglected. 
What Wiſdom, what Watchfulneſs, what ſerious 
frequent Trial and Examination of our {elves is re- 
quired, to keep our Hearts and Minds in an hea- 


things, is not my preſent Buſineſs to declare. I his 
is evident, that the Engine whereby the Deceit of Sin 
GI aces 74 and turns aſide the Mind in this Matter, 
is the Pretence of the /azfulne/s of things about 
which it would have it cxergile it felt, gain 
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which very few are armed with ſufficient Diligence 
Wiſdom and Skill. And this is the firſt and moſt 
eneral Attempt that Indwelling-Zin makes upon the 
Soul by Deceit : It draws away the Mind from a 
- diligent Attention unto its Courſe in a due Senſe of 
the Evil of Sin, and a due and conſtant Conſideration 
of God and his Grace. - & 
1 
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The Dereit of Sin in drawing of the Mind from 4 

due Attendance unto eſpecial Duties of Obedience, 
inſtanced in Meditation and Prayer. 1 


OW Sin by its Deceit endeavours to draw off 


7 the Mind from attending unto that holy Frame 
3 in walking with God, herein the Soul ought to 
n be preſerved, hath been declared. Proceed we now 
it to ew how it doth the ſame work in reference 
N- . unto thoſe eſpecial Duties, by which the Deſigns, 
1. Workings and Prevalency of it may in an eſpecial 
of manner be obviated and prevented. din indeed main- 
ne tains an Enmity againſt all Duties of Obedience, or 
* rather with God in them. When I would do pood, 
ne faith the Apoſtle, evi/ is preſent with me. When 
A- ever I would do good, or what good ſoever I would 
th do, that 1s ſpiritually good, good in reference unto 
or God, it 1s preſent with me, to hinder me from it, 
d. to oppoſe me in it. And on the other fide, all Du- 
us ties of Obedience do ly directly againſt the Actings 
e- of the Lav of Sin. For as the Files in all its Act- 
a- ings luſtet * the Spirit, ſo the Spirit in all its 
ly Actings {/teth againſt the Fleſh. And therefore every 
11s Duty pertormed in the Strength and Grace of the 
IN Spirit, 1s contrary to the Law of Sin, Rom. viii. 1 5 | 
er, | 1 ye by the Spirit do mortifie the Deeds of the Fleſh. 
ut Ctings of the Spirit of Grace in Duties doth this 
0 Work. Theſe two are contrary. But yet there are 


forme 
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feme Duties, which in their own Nature, and by 

od's Appointment, have a peculiar Influence into 
the be and ſubduing the whole Law of Sin 
in its very ng Wo and chiefeſt Strengths. And 
theſe the Mind of a Believer ought gr” we. in his 
whole, Courſe to attend unto. And thele - doth Sin 
in its Deceit endeavour principally to draw off the 
Mind from. As in Diſeaſes of the Body, ſome Re- 
medies, they ſay, have a ſpecifick Quality againſt 
Diſtempers; ſo in this Diſeaſe of the Soul, there 
are ſome Duties that have an eſpecial Yertue againſt 
this ſinful Diſtemper. I ſhall not inſiſt on many of 
them, but inſtance only in two, which ſeem to me 
to be of this nature; namely, that by God's Deſig- 
nation they have a ſpecial Tendency towards the Rum 
of the Law of Sin. And then we ſhall ſhew the 
Ways, Methods and Means which the Law of Sir 
uſeth to divert the Mind from a due Attendance 
unto them. Now theſe Duties are, Fiyſt, Prayer, 
epecially private Prayer: And, Secondly, Meditation. 

put them together, becauſe they much agree in 
their general Nature, and End, differing only in the 


manner of their Performance. For by Meditation, 1 


intend meditating upon what reſpe& and ſuitableneſs 
there is between the Word and our own Hearts, to 
this end, that they may be brought to a more exact 
conformity. It is our pondering on the Truth as it 
is in Fe/as, to find out the Image and Repreſentation 
of it in our own Hearts; and fo it hath the ſame 
intent with Prayer, which is to bring our Souls into 
a Frame in all things anſwering the Mina and Will 
of God. They are as the Blood and Spirits in the 
Veins, that have the fame Life, Motion and Uſe. 
But yet becauſe Perſons are 22 at a great loſs 
in this Duty of Meditation, having declared it to be 
of ſo great Efficacy, for the controlling of the Act- 
ings of the Law of Sin, 1 ſhall in our Paſſage give 
briefly two or three Rules for the directing ot Belie- 
vers to a right Performance of this great Duty, and 
they are theſe. 
Fix sT, Meditate of God with God; that is, when 
| | we 
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we would undertake Thoughts and Meditation of 
God, his Excellencies, his ee his Glory, 
his Majeſty, his Love, his Goodneſs, let it be done 
in a way of ſpeaking unto God, in a deep Humiliati- 
on and Abaſement of our Souls before him. This, 
will fix the Mind, and draw 1t forth from one 
thing to another, to give Glory unto God in a due 
manner, and affect the Soul until it be brought 
into that holy Admiration of God and Delight in 


him, which is acceptable unto him. My meaning is, 


that it be done in a way of Prayer and Praiſe, ſpeak- 
ing unto God. | 0 3 

. CONDLY, Meditate on the Word in the Nord; 
that is, in the Reading of it, conſider the Senſe in 
the particular Paſſages we inſiſt upon, looking to 
God for Help, Guidance and Direction in the Diſ- 
covery of his Ning and Will therein, and then labour 
to have our Hearts affected with it. 

TIR DLV, What we come ſhort of in Evenneſs 
and Conſtancy in our Thoughts in theſe things, let 
it be made up in F e Some are diſcouraged 
becauſe their Minds do not regularly ſupply them 
with Thoughts to carry on their editations, * 
through the Weakneſs and Imperfection of their In- 
ventions. Let this be ſupplied by frequent Returns 
of the Mind unto the Subject propoſed to be medi- 
tated upon, whereby new Senſes will ſtill be ſup- 
plied unto it. But this by the way. 

THess Duties, I fay, amongſt others (for we 
have only choſen them for an Inſtance, not exclud- 
ing ſome others from the ſame place, office and uſe- 
fulneſs with them ) do make an er. Oppoſition to 
the very being and life of Indzelling-Sin, or rather 
Faith in them doth ſo. They are perpetually de- 
ſigning its utter Ruin. I ſhall therefore upon this 
Iaſtance in the purſuit of our preſent Purpoſe do 
theſe two Things. | 

FirsT, Shew the Suitableneſs and Ujzfulne/s of 
this Duty, or theſe Duties, (as I ſhall handle them 
jointly ) unto the ruining of Sin. | 

SECOMDLY, Shew the Means whereby the De- 

ceitfulneſs 


— 
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vert deceitful work of Sin in their Hearts, as no Con- 


ceitfulneſs of Sin- endeavours to draw of the Mind 
from a due Attendance unto them. 
Fox the firſt obſerve. 5 
FIRST, That it is the p work of the Soul 
in this Duty, to conſider al the fecret Workings and 
Actings of Sin, what Advantages it hath got, what 
Temptations it is in conjunction withal, what 
Harm it hath already done, and what it is yet fur- 
ther ready to do. Hence David gives that Title un- 
to one of his Prayers, Pal. 102. 4 Prayer of the 77 
flicted, when he is overtohelmed, and poureth out his 


complaint before the Lord. T ſpeak of that Prayer 
Which is attended with a due Confideration of all 
the Wants, Straits and Emergencies of the Soul. 
Without this, Prayer is not Prayer; that is, what- 


ever Shew or Appearance of that Duty it hath, it is 
no way uſeful, either to the Glory ,of God, or the 
Good of the Souls of Men. A Cloud it is without 
Water, driven by the Wind of the Breath of Men. 
Nor was there ever any more preſent and effectual 
Poyſon for Souls found out, than the binding of 
them unto a conſtant Form and Uſage of I know 
not what words in their Prayers and Supplications, 
which themſelves do not underſtand. Bind Men ſo 


in their Trades, or in their Buſineſſes in this World, 


and they will quickly find the Effect of it. By this 
Means are they ditenabled from any due Conſide- 
ration of what at preſent is Good for them, or Evil 
unto them, without which, to what Uſe can Prayer 
ferve, but to mock God, and delude Mens own 
Souls. But in this kind of Prayer which we inſiſt 
on, the Spirit of God falls in to give us his Aſſiſtance, 
and that in this very Matter of finding out and dit- 
covering the moſt ſecret Acting and Workings of the 
Law ot Sin, Rom. viii. 26. We know not what to 
pray fer as we ought, but he helps aur Infirmitics: He 
dilcovers our Wants unto us, and wherein chiefly 
we ſtand in need of Help and Relief. And we find 
it by daily Experience, that in Prayer, Believers are 
led into ſuch jour Th and Convictions of the ſe- 


fiderations 
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fiderations could ever have led them into. 80 Davie; 
P/al. 51. 1 the Confeſſion of his actual Sin, 
having his Wound in his Prayer ſearched by the 
ſkilful Hand of the Spirit of God, he had a Diſco- 
very made unto him of the Root of all his Mif- 


_ carriages in his original Corruption, 2 55 The Spi- 
2 5 


rit in this Duty, is as the Candle of tbe Lord unto 

Soul, enabling it to ſearch all the inward Parts of 
the Belly. It gives 3 holy ſpiritual Light into the 
Mind, enabling it to ſearch the deep and dark Re- 
ceſſes of the Heart, to find, out the ſubtil and de- 
ceitful Machinations, Figments and Imaginations of 
the Law of Sin therein. Whatever Notion there be 


of it, whatever Power and Prevalency in it, it is laid 


hand on, apprehended, brought into the Preſence of 
God, An condemned, bewailed. And what can 
poſſible be more effectual for its Ruin and Deſtructi- 

on? For together with its Diſcovery, Application 
is made unto all that Relief which in 1 -HRIST 
is provided againſt it, all Ways and Means whereby 
it may be ruined. Hence it is the N the Mi 

to watch unta Prayer, I Pet. iv. 7. Jo attend dili- 
gently unto the Eſtate of our Souls, and to deal fer- 
yently and effectually with God about it. The like 


allo may be faid of Meditation, wiſely managed unto 


us proper End. WL 8 
SECONDLY, In this Duty there is wrought upon 
the Heart a deep, full ſenſe of the ©1/eng/s of Sin, with 
a conſtant re ge ed deteſtation of it, which, if any 
thing, undoubtedly tends to its ruin. This is one 
Deſign of Prayer, one: End of the Soul in it, name- 
ly, to draw forth Sin, to ſet it in order, to preſent 
it unto it ſelf in its vileneſs, abomination and aggra- 
rating Circumſtances, that it may be Joathed, ab- 
horred, and caſt away as a filthy thing; as {/a. 
XXX. 22. He that pleads with God for Sins Remiiſi- 
on, pleads alſo with his own Heart for its Deteſta- 
ton, Ho/ca xiv. 3- Herein allo Sin is judged in the 
ame of God; for the Sou} in its Conte:hon, ſub- 
ibes unto God's Deteſtation of it, and the Sentence 
ef his Law againſt it. There 5 indeed a Po of 
eſe 
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| theſe Duties, which convinced Perſons do give up 
| themſelves unto, as a meer Covert to their Luſts; 
they cannot ſin quietly, unleſs they perform Duty 
conſtantly. But that Prayer we ſpeak of, is a thing 
of another Nature, a thing that will allow no Com- 
poſition with Sin, much leſs will ſerve the Ends of 
the Deceit of it, as the other formal Prayer doth. 
»It will not be 4ribed into a ſecret Complyance with 
any of the Enemies of God, or the Soul, no not for a 
oment. And hence it is, that oftentimes in this 
Duty, the Heart is raiſed to the moſt ſincere effectual 
Senſe of Sin, and Deteſtation of it, that the Soul 
ever obtains in its whole Courſe of Obedience. And 
this evidently -tends alſo to the weakning and ruin 
% 
Tulip lx, This is the Way appointed and bleſ- 
ſed of God to obtain Strength and Power againſt 
Sin, James. 1. 5. Doth am Man lack, let him aſe of 
God. Prayer is the way of obtaining from GoÞ b 
CuxisT a ſupply of all our Wants, aſſiſtance againſt 
all Oppoſition, eſpecially that which is made againft 
us by Sin. This, I ſuppoſe, need not to be inliſted 
on; it is in-the Notion and Practice clear to every 


which the Lo RD ]JxsuUs comes in to our ſuc- 
our, With ſuitable Help in a Time of Need, 
Heb. 2. 17. 355 | 3 
Fou RT AHL I, Faith in Prayer countermines all the 
workings of the Deceit of Sin; and that becauſe the 
Soul doth therein conſtantly engage it ſelf unto 
God to oppoſe all Sin whatſoever, Pfal. cxix. 106. 
I bave fworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep 
thy righteous Fudements, This is the Language of 
every gracious Soul in its Addrefſes unto God; the 
inmoſt Parts thereof engage themſelves to God, te 
cleave to him in all Things, and to oppoſe Sin in 
| all Things. He that cannot do this, cannot pray. 
| To pray with any other Frame, is to flatter God 
with our Lips, which he abhorreth. And this ex- 
ecedingly helps a Believer in pur/uing Sin unto its 
| 4 Ruin. F or, a : | 


FinsT, 


Believer. It is that wherein we call, and upon 


J ͤ oe See Sas dt > 5 
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FIS r, If there be „ ſecret Luft that lies Iurk- 
ing in the Heart, he will find it either riſing up 
againſt this Engagement, or uſing its Artifices to fe- 
cure it ſelf from it. And hereby it is diſcovered 


and the Conviction of the Heart concerning its evil 


furthered and ſtrengthned. Sin makes the moſt cer- 


tain Diſcovery of it ſelf, and never more 7 
than when it is moſt ſeverely purſued. Lu 

Men are compared to hurtful and 1 Beaſts, or 
Men themſelves are ſo becauſe of their Luſts, 
Ta. xi. 4, 5. Now ſuch Beaſts uſe themſelves: to 


their Dens and Coverts, and never diſcover them- 


ſetves, at leaſt ſo much in their proper Nature 
and Rage, as when they are molt earne/Hy pur- 

_-l And fo it is with Sin and Corruption in the 
leart. - 1 
'SECONDLY; If any Sin be prevalent in the Soul, 


it will weaken it, and take it off from the Univer/a- ' 
ay of this Engagement unto God, it will breed a 
treiverſation unto it, a {lightneſs in it. Now when 

this is obſerved, , it will excendingly awaken 2 gra- 
about it. As a 

ſpontaneons Lalſitude, or a cauſeleſs Wearineſs and 
ndiſpoſition of the Body, is looked on as the ſign 

of an approaching Fever, or ſome dangerous Diſ- 


cious Soul, and ſtir it up to Joo 


temper, Which itirs ap Men to. uſe a timely and 
vigorous Prevention, tha 
by it; fo is it in this Caſe. hen the Soul of a Be- 


lever finds in it ſelf an xdi/poſition to make fervent, 
ſincere Engagements of univerſal Holineſs | ynts 
God, it knows that there is ſome prevalent Diſ- 
temper in it, finds the place of it, and ſets it ſelf 


againſt it. 


Tuixplx, Whillt the Soul can thus conſtantly en- 
gage it felf unto God, it is certain, that Sin can riſe 


unto no ruinous Pretalency. Yea, it is a congueft over 
Sin, a molt conliderable conqueſt, when the Soul 
doth fully and clearly, without any ſecret Reſerve, 
come off with Alacrity and Retolution in ſuch an 
Eugagement; as Hal. xviii. 23. And it may upon 
ſuch a Succeſs triumph in the Grace of God, ha 
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106 The Mind drawn off from its Duty 
have good. Hope through Faith, that it ſhall. have a 
final conqueſt, and what it fo reſolves, ſhall be 
done; that it hath decreed a thing, and it ſhall be 
eftabliſhed. And this tends to the Diſappointment, 
yea, to the Ruin of the Law of Sin. | 

| FouRTHLY, If the Heart be not deceived b 
eurſed Hypocriſie, this Engagement unto God wi 
greatly Js, it unto a peeuliar Diligence and 

atchfulneſs againſt all Sin. There is no greater 
1 of H ie, than to have the Heart like 
the whori/p Woman, Prov. vii. 14. to ſay, I have 
paid my Vows, now 1 may. take my ſelf unto my Sin. 

Or to be negligent about Sin, as being ſatisfied that 
it hath prayed againſt it: It is otherwiſe in a gra- 
_ cious Soul. Senfe and Conſcience. of Engagements 
' againſt Sin made to God, do make it univerſally 
watchful againſt all its Motions and Operations. On 
theſe and ſundry other Accounts, doth Faith in this 
Duty exert it ſelf peculiarly, to the weakning of the 
Powers and ſtopping of the Progreſs of the Law 
of Sin. 

Ir then the Mind be Dz/igent in its Watch and 
Charge; to preſerve the Soul from the Efficacy of 
Sin, it will carefully attend unto this Duty, and 
the due Performance of it, which is of ſuch fingu- 

| lar.. Advantage unto its End and Purpoſe. ere 

| therefore Sin puts forth its -Deceit in its own De- 
| fence; it labours to divert and draw off the Mind 

[| from, attending unto this and the like Duties. And 

| there, are, amongſt others, three Engines, three Ways 

| and leans, whereby it attempts the Accompliſhment | 
| el its Delign. 

| IK s T, It makes Advantage of its Wearineſs unto 

. che Fleſh. There is an Averjation, as hath been de- 

1 clared in the Law of Sin unto all immediate Com- 

| munion with God. Now this Duty is ſuch. There 

| | is nothing accompanieth it whereby the carnal part 
| 
| 


N 
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of the Soul may be gratified, or ſatisfied, as there 
may be ſomewhat of that nature in moſt pub/ick 
utics, in moſt that a Man can do, beyond pure 
Acts of Faith and Love. No Relief or * 
8 | 1 then 
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chen coming in by it, but what is purely ſpiritual, 

it becomes es burdenſome to Fleſh and 
Blood. It is like travelling alone without Companion 
or Diverſion, which makes the way ſeem long, but 
brings the Paſſenger with moſt ſpeed to his Journeys 
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Diſciples according to their Duty and preſent Diſtreſs 
them J aſleep, Matth. xxvi. 41. The Spirit, faith he, 


| indeed is willing, but the Fleſh is weak: And out of 
that weakneſs grew their Indiſpoſition unto, and 
wearineſs of their Duty, So God complains of his 
People, Iſa. xliii. 22. Thou haſt been weary of me. 
| And it may come at length unto that height which 
is mentioned, Mal. 1. 13. Ye have ſaid, Behold, what 
| a weaVineſs is it, and ye have ſnuffed at it, faith the 
Lord of His. The Fews ſuppoſe that it was the 
| Language of Men when they brought their ON 
| or 3 on their Shoulders, which they pretend- 
ed wearyed them, and they panted and blowed as 
Men ready to faint under them, when they brought 
only the torn, and the lame, and the fick. But ſo 
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deceitfulneſs of Sin makes uſe of, to draw the Heart 
by inſenſible Degrees from a conſtant Attendance un- 
to. i we in for the Relief of the weak and 
weary Fleſh. There is a Complyance between i- 
ritual Fleſh, and natural Fleſh in this Matter; they 
my. one another; and an Averſation unto this Duty, 
is the effect of their Complyance. So it was in the 
Spouſe, Cant. 5. 2, 3. She was aſleep drowling in 
her ſpiritual Condition, and pleads her natural unfit- 
neſs to rouſe herſelf from that State. It the Mind 
be not diligently watchful to prevent Infinuations from 
hence, if it dwell not conſtantly on thoſe Conſidera- 
tions which evidence an Attendance unto this Duty 
to be indiſpenſible, if it ſtir not up the Principle 
of Grace in the Heart to retain its Rule and Sove- 
relgnty, and not to be dallied withal by fooliſh Pre- 
3 it will be argwn of, which is the Effect 
aimed at. 
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end. So our Saviour declares, when ex ing his 


ſhould have been engaged in this Work, he found 


is this Duty oftentimes to the Fleſh. And this the 


| 
| 
| 


13 The Mind drawn off from its Duty 
© SECONDLY, The Deceitfulneſs of Sin makes uſe 
of corrupt manger ny taken from the preſſing and 
urging Occaſions of Life. Should we, fays it in the 
Heart, attend ſtrictly unto all Duties in this kind, 
we ſhould neglect our principal Occaſions, and be 
| weleſ unto our ſelves, and others in the World. 
And on this general Account, particular Bgſfineſſes 
diipoſſeſs particular Duties from their due Place and 
Time. Men have not leiſure to glorifie God, and 
fave their own Souls. It is certain, that. God gives 
us time enough for all that he requires of us in 
any kind in this World, No Duties need to juftle 
one another, I mean conſtantly. Eſpecial Occaſi- 
ons, muſt be determined according unto eſpecial 
Circumſtances. But if in any thing we take more u 
en us, than we have time well to perform it in with- 
out robbing God of that which is due to him, and 
our own Souls, this God calls not unto, this he 
bleſſeth us not in. It is more tolerable, that our 
Dutics of Holineſs and . to God, ſhould in- 
trench upon the Duties of our Callings and Em- 
ploymenis in this World, than on the eontrary; 
and yet neither doth God require this at our Hands 
in an ordinary Manner or Courſe. How little then 
will he bear with that which evidently is fo much 
worſe upon all Accounts whatever? But yet through 
the Deceitfulneſs of Sin, thus are the Souls of Men 
beguiled. By ſeveral Degrees they are at length 
driven from their Duty. OOF $02, 266 het 
 TawixBLy; It deals with the Mind to draw it off 
; from its Attendance urito this Duty, by a Tender of 
| a Compenſation to be made in and by other Duties. 
4% As Saul thought to compenſate his Dieben b 
| Sacrifice. May not the ſame Duty performed in pub- 
lick, or in the Family ſuffice? And if the Soul be ſa 
fooliſh as not to anſwer, tho/e things ought to. be done, 
and this not to be left undone, it may be enſnared and 
deceived. © For beſides a Command unto it, namely, 
that we,ſhould perſonally watch unto Prayer, there 
is as hath been declared, ſundry Advantages in this 
Duty fo performed, againſt the Beceit and * 
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Sin, which in the more 2 Attendance unto it, 


it hath not. Theſe Sin ſtrives to deprive” the Soul 
of by this Commutation, which by its corrupt Rea- 
ſonings it tenders unto it. 


FouRxTHLY, I may add here, that which hath \ 


lace in all the Workings of Sin by Deceit, namely, 
ts feeding the Soul with Promiſes and Purpoſes 
of a more diligent - Attendarice unto- this Duty, 
when Occaſions will permit. By this means it 
brings the Soul to fay unto its Convictions of Duty, 
as Felix did to Paul, Go thy way for this time, then 
T have a convenient Seaſon, I will call for thee. 


And by this means, oftentimes the preſent Seaſon | 


and Time, which alone is ours, is loſt irreco- 
verably. , 


THEsE are ſome of the Ways and Means where- 


by the Deceit of Sin endeavours to dete off the Mind 


from its due Attendance unto this Duty, which is 
ſo peculiarly ſuited to prevent its Progreſs and 


' Prevalency, and which aims ſo directly and imme- 


diately at its Ruin. I might inſtance alſo in other 
Duties of the like Tendency. But this may ſuffice 


to diſcover the Nature of this Part of the Deceit of 


in. And this 1s the firſt Way whereby it makes 


way for the further eng of the 'Aﬀettions, 


and the Conception of Sin, When Sin hath wrought 
this effect on any one, he is ſaid to be drawn away, 
to be diverted from what is his Mind he ought 
conſtantly to attend unto, in his walking before 
the Logo. ; 

Ap this will inſtruct us to ſee and diſcern 
where lies the beginning of our Declenſions and 
Failings in the Ways of God, and that either as to 


our general Courſe, or as to our Attendance unto 


eſpecial Duties. And this is of great Importance 


and Concernment unto us. When the Beginnings + 


and Occaſions of a Sickne/s or Diſtemper of Body are 

known, it is a great Advantage to direct in and 

unto the Cure of it. God to recall Sion to him- 

ſelf, ſhews her where was the beginning of her Sin, 

Micah 1. 13. Now «his x. that which for the molt 
5 2 
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been thus Sick, 


De Mind draun off from its Duy | 
is the hegirning of Sin unto us, even the draw- 


ing off the Mind from a due Attendance in all 


r unto the diſcharge of its Duty. The prin- 
cipal Care and Charge of the Soul lies on the 

ind; and if that fail of its Duty, the whole is 
betrayed, either as unto its general Frame, or as 


unto particular Mucaryages. The failing of the 


Mind, is like the failing of the WWatch-man in 
Ezeliel, the whole is loſt by his Neglect. This 
therefore is that SeHſcrutiny and Search which we 
are called unto, we are moſt diligeatly to enquire 
after. God doth not look at what, Duties we per- 
form, as to their Number and Tale, or as to thei 
Nature meerly; but whether we do them with 


that Intention of Mind and Spirit which he re- 


quireth. Many Men perform Duties in à Read or 
Courſe, and do not (as it were) much as think 
of them. Their Minds are filled with other things, 
only Duty takes up ſo much of their Time. This 
1s "ab, an Endeavour to mock God, and deceive 

their own Souls. Would you therefore take the 
true Meaſure of your ſelves? Conſider how it is 
with you, as to the Duty of your Minds, which we 
have enquired aſter. Conſider. whether by any of the 
Deceits mentioned, you have not been diverted and 
drawn away; and if there be any Decays upon you 
in any Kind, you will nd that there hath been 
the be 1 0 of them. By one way or other, 
our Minds have been made Heedlets, Regardleſs, 
Hiothfal, Uncertain, being beguiled and drawn o 

ſrom their Duty. Conſider the Charge, Prov., iv. 
23, 25, 26, 27. May not ſuch a Soul jay, If I had 
attended more diligently, if I had conſidered more 
wiſely the vile Nature of Sin, if I had not ſuffered 
my Mind to be poſſeſſed with vain Hopes and fooliſh 
Imaginations, by a curſed abuſe of Goſpel-Grace. 


If 1 had not permitted it to be filled with the 


things of the World, and to become negligent in 
attending unto _— Duties, I had not at this Day, 

'Weak, Thriftleſs, Wounded, 1 
Defiled, My careleſs, my deceived Mind, hath been 
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5 the beginning of Sin and Tranſgreſſion unto my Soul, 
And this Diſcovery will direct the Soul unto a ſuit- 
able way for its Healing and Recovery; which 
== will never be effected by a multiplying of parti- 
By cular Duties, but by a reſtoring of the Mind, 
P/al. xxiii. 3. i 
AN p this alſo doth hence appear to be the 
eat Means of 1 our Souls, both as unte 
their general Frame and particular Duties, accord- 
ing to the Mind and Will of God; namely, to 
endeavour after a ſound and ſtedfaſt Mind. It is a 
ſignal Grace to have the Spirit of Power and Love, 
and of a ſound Mind, 277”. 1. 7. A table, ſolid, 
reſolved Mind in the Things of God, not ealily ' 
moved, diverted, changed, not drawn aſide, a Mind 
not apt to hearken after corrupt Reaſonings, vain | 
Inſinuations, or Pretences to draw it off from its 
Duty. This is that which the Apoſtle exhorts 
Believers unto, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Therefore my” beloved | 
Brethren, be ye fledfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the Work of the Lord. The fedfa/ine)s of our 
Minds abiding in their Duty, is the Cauſe of all our 
anmoveablexeſs and fraitfulnels in Obedience. And 
ſo Peter tolls us, that thoſe who are by any means 
led away, or enticed, they fall from their own /ted- 
Faſtneſs, 2Pet. 3. 17. And the great Blame that is 
laid upon Backiliders, is, That they are not fed/af, 
Pal. IXxviii. 37. Their Spirit was not fledfa/f. For 
if the Soul be ſafe unleſs the Mind be drawn off 
from its Duty, the Soundneſs and Stedfilinels of the 
Mind is its great Preſervative. And there are three 
Parts of this Stedfaſtneſs of the Mind. Fir, A full 
Purpoſe of Cleaving to God in all Things. Secondly, 
0 _ Renovation and Quickning of the Heart un- 
to a Diſcharge of this Purpoſe. Thirdly, Reſolutions 
againſt all Dalliances or Parlies about Negligencies 
in that Diſcharge; which are not here to be 
ſpoken unto. | 
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11 Attendance unto particular Duties further dif- 
covered. 
of Obedience. 


Deceit, te divert the Mind from them. 


fr/t Way of the werking of the Deceit of 

Sin, namely, In its drawing away ef the Mind from 
the- diſcharge of its Duty, which 
longer, UPON, a double Account. | 
i, BECAUSE of its Importance and Concern- 
ment. If the Mind be drawn. off, if it be tainted, 
weakned, turned aſide from a due and ſtrict Atten- 
dance unto its Charge and Office, the whole Soul, 
Will, and Affections, are certainly entangled and 


drawn into Sin, as hath been in part declared, and 


will afterwards further appear. This we ought 


therefore to give diligent - heed unto, which is 
the deſign of the Apottles Exhortation, Heb. 2. 1. 


Therefore we ought to give the more earneſt heed to 
the things which we have heard, left at any time we 
fpould let them A It is a failure of our Minds, 
by the deceitfulneſs of Sin, in loſmmg the Life, 
Power, Senſe and Impieſſion of the Word which he 
cautions us againſt. And there is no way to, prevent- 
by giving of moſt carneſt heed unto the 

things which we have heard, which exprefleth the 
whole Duty of our Minds in attending unto 
Obedience. 333 bs . 
Secondly, BEG AUSsEH the Actings and Workings 
of the Mind being fpiritual, are ſuch as the Con. 


ſcience, unlels clearly enlightned, and duly excited 
and ſtirred up, is not affected withal, ſo as to take 
cue notice of them. Condcience is not apt to exer- 


off the Mind from 
Several things required in the Mind 


of Believers with reſpect unto particular Duties 
5 The Attings of Ain in a way of 


we inſiſt upon the 


et brought unto an Iflue the 
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whole Spirit and Soul ; That is, 
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ciſe reflex Acts upon the Minds Failures, as prin- 
cipally reſpecting the Acts of the whole Soul. 
When the AFections are entangled with Sin, ( of 
which afterwards ) or the Will begins to concezye 
it by its exprels conſent, Con/cience is apt to 
make an uproar in the Soul, and to give it no reſt 
or quiet until the Soul be Reclaimed, or it {elf be 
one way or other Bribed or Debauched. But theſe 
Neglects of the Mind being ſpiritual, without very 
diligent Attendance, they are ſeldom taken notice 
of. Our Minds are — 4 in the Scriptures, called 
our Spirits, as Rom. 1. 9. Whom, I ſerve in my Spi- 


rit; and are diſtinguiſhed from the Szul, Which 


rincipally intends the Affections, in that Diſtri- 
2 1 Thefl. 5. 23. Sauctiſie you wholly, your 

you Mind and At 
fections. It is true, where the Spirit is uſed to ex- 
preſs ſpiritual Gifts, it is as unto thoſe Gifts oppoſed 
to our Underflandings, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. Which is 
there taken for the firſt Act of the Mind in a ra- 
tional Perception of Things. But as that Word is 
applyed unto any Faculty of our Souls, it is the 
2 that it expreſieth. This then being aur Spi- 
rit, the Actings of it are ſecret and hidden, and not 
to be diſcovered without ſpiritual Wiſdom and Di- 


ligence. Let us not ſuppoſe then that we dwell 


too long on this Conſideration, which is of ſo great 
Importance to us, and yet fo hidden, and which 
we are apt to, be very inſenſible of; and yet our 
Carefulneſs in this Matter, is one of the beſt Evi- 


dences that we have of our Sincerity. Let us not 
then be like a Man that is ſenſible, and complains 


of a cut Finger, but not of a decay of Spirits tend- 


ing unto Death. There remains therefore as unto 
this Head of our Diſcourſe, the Conſideration of the 


Charge of the Mind in reference unto particular Du- 
ties and Sins. And in the Conſideration of it, we 
ſhall do theſe two Things. 8 
Firſt, Su EW what 13 required in the Mind of a 
Belierer in reference unto particular Duties. 
Secondly, DLAN 1 way of the working of 


4. tne 


er 
114 | 
the Deceit of Sin-to draw it off from its Atten- 


a Man bring Wood and Stones, and hea 


The Mind diverted from 2 
dance thereunto. The like alſo ſhall be done 


with reſpect unto particular Sins, and their avoid- 
ance. 


 Firft, For the right Performance of any Duty, 


it is not enough that the thing it ſelf required 
performed, but that it be univerſally ſquared” and fit- 
ted unto the Rule of it. Herein lies the great Du- 
ty of the Ming, namely, 'To attend unto the Rule 
of Duties, and to take care that all the Concernments 
of them be ordered thereby. Our Progreſs in Obe- 
8 is our Eaification or Building. Now it is 
ut a very little turtherance unto a Building, that 
zap them u 
together without Order. They muſt be hewed an 
ſgared, and fitted by Line and Rule, if we intend 
to build. Nor is it unto any advantage unto our 
Edification in Faith and Obedience, that we, multi- 


ply Duties, if we heap them upon one another, it 


we order and diſpoſe them not accordimg to Rule. 
And therefore doth God expreſly rejet a Multitude 
Duties, when not univerſally ſuited unto the Rule, 
la. 1. 11. To what purpeſs is the multitude of your 
Sacrifices? And verie 14: They are @ trouble unto 
me, I am weary to bear them. And therefore all ac- 
ceptable Obedience, is called a proceeding according 
unto Rule, Ga/. vi. 16. It is a Canonical, or regu- 
lar Obedience. As Letters in the Alphabet heaped 
together ſignifie nothing, unleſs they are diſpoſed in- 
to. their gg Order; no more do our Duties, 
without this Diſpoſal. That they be ſo, is the great 
Duty of the Mind, and which with all Diligence it 
is to attend unto, Eph. 5. 15. Valk circaumſpetth, 
e accurately; that 1s, diligently in all things, 
take heed to the Rule of what you do. We alk 
in Duties, but we walk circumfpedtly in this Atten- 
tion of the Mind. | ; 
. Secondly, THERE are fome ſpecial Things which 
the Kule directs unto, that the Mind is to attend 
in every Duty; As, 
Fi, VAT as to the Matter of it, it be full 
an 
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and compleat. Under the Law, no Beaſt was allow- 
| ed to be a Sacrifice that had any Member wanting, 
any Defect of Parts. Such were rejected, as w 
as thoſe that were Lame or Blind. Duties muſt be 
compleat, as to the Parts, the Matter of them. 
There may be ſuch a Part of the Price kept back, 
as may make the tendering of all the Reſidue unac- 
ceptable. Saul ſparing Agag, and the fatteſt of the 


Cattle, rendered the deftroying of all the reſt uſe- 


leſs. Thus when Men will give Alms, or perform 
other Services, but not unto the proportion that 
the Rule requireth, and which the Mind by dilt- 


Fat Attention unto it might diſcover, the whole 
uty is vitiated. 


Secondly, As to the Principle of it, namely, That 


it be done in Faith, and therein by an actual Deri- 
vation of Strength from CHRIS r, ( Fohn xv. 5. 
without whom we can do nothing. It is not enough 
that the Perſon be a Believer, though that be ne- 
ceſſary unto every good Work, Eph. 2. 10. But 
alſo that Faith be peculiarly acted in every Duty 

that we do. For our whole Obedience, is the O4e- 
tence of Faith, Rom. 1. 5. That is, which the 

octrine of Faith requireth, and which the Grace 
of Faith beareth or bringeth forth. Sa CHRIST is 
expreſly ſaid to be eur Life, Col. 3. 4. Our ſpiritual 
Lite; that is, the Spring, Author, and Caule of it. 
Now as in Life natural, no vital Act can be per- 
formed, but by the actual Operation of the Principle 
of Lite it felt; So in Life ſpiritual, no | — 
vital Act, that is, no Duty acceptable to God, can 
be performed, but by the actual working of Caur1sT, 


who is our Life. And this is no other way derived 


unto us, but by Faith. Whence faith the Apoſtle, 
Gal. 2. 20. Chrifi liveth in me; and the Life ch [ 

now live in the Fleſh, is by the Faith of the Son of 
God. Not only was Car1sT his Life, a living Prin- 
ciple unto him, but he Jr a Life, that Is, diſ- 
charged vital Actions in all Duties of Holineis and 
Obedience, _by the Faith of the Son of God, or in 


kim; deriving Supplies of Grace and Strength yrs 
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which wherein it conſiſteth, ou 
be enquired into, by all who intend to walk 
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him thereby. This therefore ought a Believer dili- 
ently to attend unto, namely, "That every thing he 
th to Gop, be done in the Strength of CRRISH; 
1 diligently to 


with Gop. | | 

T, _ Ix this reſpe&t unto Rule, the Manner 
of the Performance of every Duty is to be regard-' 
ed. Now there are two 'Things in the Manner 
of the Performance of any Duty which a Believer, 
who is truſted with ſpiritual Light, ought to at- 


tend unto. 


Firſt, Tu Ar it be done is the Way, and by the 
Means that God hath prefcribed with reſpe& unto 
the outward Manner of its Performance. And this 


| is eſpecially to be regarded in Duties of the Wor- 0 


ſhip of God; the Matter and outward Manner 
whereof do both equally fall under his 'Command. 
If this be not regarded, the whole Duty is vitiated. 
I ſpeak not of them who ſuffer themſelves to be 


' deluded by the azceitfulne/s of Sin, utterly to diſre- 


gard the Rule of the Word in ſuch things, and to 
worſhip God according to their own Imaginations; 
but of them principally, who although they in ge- 
neral proſeſs to do nothing but what God re- 
quires, and as he requires it, yet do not diligently 
attend to the Rule, to make the Authority of God 
to be the ſole Cauſe and Reaſon both of what they 
do, and of the Mayner of the Performance of it. 
And this is the Reaſon that God ſo often calls 
on his People to conſider diligently and wilely, 


that they may do all according as he had com- 
 manded, 


\ Secondly, 'T ys Affections of the Heart and Mind 


in Duties, belong to the Performance of them in the 


inward Manner. The Preſcriptions and Commands 
of God for Attendance hereunto, are innumerable; 
and the want hercof, renders every Duty an abomi- 
nation unto him. A Sacrifice without an Heart, 
without Salt, without Fire, of what value is 1t? 
No more are Duties, without ſpiritual e 

An 
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nd herein is the Mind to keep the Charge of | 
I G4, to ſee that the Heart which he requires, be | 
5 tendered to him. And we find alſo that God re- | 
3 quireth eſpecial Affections, to accompany. ſpecial Du- | 
ö ties. He that gives with Chearfulneſs; which if they | 


are not attended unto, the whole is loſt. 


& ' Fourthly, Tax Mind is to attend unto the Ends f 
; of Duties; and therein principally the Glory of Gd 
q in Chriſt. Several other End will Sin and Self im- 
„ oſe upon our Duties: Eſpecially two it will preſs 
0 hard upon us with: Firft, Satisfaction of our Con- 


©iftions.. and Conſciences. Secondly, e Praiſe of. 
Men. For Self-righteouſneſs and Oſtentation, are the 
main Ends of Men that are fallen off from God in 
| all moral Duties whatſoever. In their Sins, they en- 
48 deavour for to fatisfie their Luſts; in their Duties, 
their Conviction, and Pride: Theſe the Mind of a 
Believer is diligently to watch againſt,” and to keep 
up in all a ſingle Eye to the Glory of God, as that 
which anſwers the great and general Rule of all our 
| Obedience; Whatever you do, do it all to the Glory 
| of God. Theſe and the like wa I fay, which are 
| commonly ſpoken unto, is the Mind of - a Believer 
I obliged to attend diligently and conſtantly unto, with 
reſpect unto all the particular Duties of our walking 
7,9 God. Here then lies no ſmall] part ef the 
Deceit of Sin. Namely, to draw the Mind off from 
this Watch, to bring an Inadvertency upon it, that | 
it ſhall not in theſe things keep the Watch and Charge 4 
of the Lord. And if it can do fo, and thereby ſtri 
our Duties of all their Excellencies, which ly in theſe 
Concernments of them, that the Mind is to attend 
unto, it will not much trouble it {elf nor us about 
the Duties themſelves. And this it attempts ſeveral 


Ways. | | 

Tick, By perſwading the Mind to content it ſelf 
with generals, and to take it off from attending 
unto things in particular Inſtances. For example, 
it would perſwade the Soul to reſt fatisfied in a 
general” Aim of doing things to the glory of God, 
without conſidering how every particular Duty 

F may 
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may have that Tendency. Thus Saul thought that 
he had fulfilled his whole Duty, and done the Will 
of God, and as his Glory in his War againft 
Amalek, when for want of Attendance to every 
N Duty in that Service, he had diſhonoured 

od, and ruined himſelf and his Poſterity. And 
Men max perſwade themſelves, that they have a 
general Deſign for the Glory. of God, when they have 


no attive * in particular Duties tend ing at 


all that way. But if, inſtead of fixing the Mind 
by Faith on the peculiar advancing the Glory of 

od in a Duty, the Soul content it ſelf with a gene- 
ral Notion of doing ſo, the Mind is already diverted 
and drawn off from its Charge by the deeeitfulneſs 


of Sin. If a Man be travelling in a Journey, it is 
not only required of him, that he bend his Courſe 
that way, and ſo go on, but if he attend not unto 
; every turning, and other occurrences in his way, he 
may wander, and never eome to his Journeys-End. 


And it we ſuppoſe that in general we aim at the 
Glory of God, as we all profeſs to do, yet if we at- 
tend not unto it diſtinctly upon every Duty that 
occurs in our way, we thall never attain the End 
aimed at. And he who fatishes himſelf with this 
* Purpoſe, without acting it in every eſpecial 

uty, will not long retain that Purpoſe neither. It 
doth the ſame work upon the Mind in reference 
unto the Principle of our Duties, as it doth unto 
the End. Their Principle is, That they be done in 
Faith, in the Strength of Chriſt : But if Men con- 
tent themſelves that they are Believers, that they 
have Faith, and do not labour in every particular 
Daty to a& Faith, to lead their ſpiritual Lives in 
all the Acts of them by the Faith of the Son of God, 


the Mind is drawn off from its Duty. It is parti 
_ ular: Actions wherein we expreſs and exerciſe our 
Faith and Obedience; and what we are in them, 


that we are, and no more. 5 
Secondly, Ir draws off the Mind from the Duties 

before mentioned, by inſinuating a ſecret, Content- 

ment unte it from the Duty it ſelf performed, as 2 
| e 


( 


RR — — 
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the Matter of it. This is a fair diſcharge of a na- 
tural Conſcience. If the Duty be performed. though 


as to the Manner of its Performance it come ſhort\, 4 
almoſt in all things of the Rule, Conſcience and 
Conviction will be fatisfied. As Saul, upon his ex- 


dition againſt Amalek, cries to Samuel, Come in, 
thou 2. of the Lord, I have done the Command- 
ment of the Lord. He ſatisfied himſelf, though he 
had not attended as he ought to the whole Will of 


particular Duties by Sin. "I 9 


Libs £1.45 ak 


* 
ob 


God in that Matter. And thus was it with them, 
IG. viii. 3. Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and 


thou regardeſt it not? They had pleaſed themlelves 
in the Performance of their Duties, and expected 


that God alſo ſhould be pleaſed with them. But he 


ſhews them at large wherein they had failed, and that 
ſo far as to render what they had done an abomina- 


tion. And the like Charge he expreſſeth againſt 


them, Chap. xlviii. 1, 2. This the deceitfulneſs of Sin 
endeavours to draw the Mind unto, namely, 'To take 
up in the Performance of the Duty it ſelf. Pray 
thou oughteſt, and thou haſt prayed; give Alms 


* 
al. — 


thou oughteſt, and thou halt given Alms; quiet 


then thy ſelf in what thou haſt done, and go en 
to do the like. If it prevail herein, the Mind is 
diſcharged from further Attendance and Watching 


unto ut) which leaves the Soul on the borders 


of many Evils. For, 

Thirdly, HENnCs Cuftomarineſs in all Duties will 
quickly enſue, which is the height of Sins draw- 
ang off the Mind from Duty. For Mens Minds may 
be drawn from all Duties, in the midſt of the moſt 
abundant Performance of them. For in and under 


them, the Mind may be ſubject unto an Habitual 
Diverſton ſrom its Charge and Watch unto the Rule. 


What is done with ſuch a Frame, is not done to 
God, Ames 5. 25. None of their Sacrifices were to 
God, although they profeſſed that they were all 
0. But they attended not unto his Worſhip in 
Faith, and nnto his Glory, and he deſpiſed all their 
Duties. See alſo Hoſea 10. 1. And' this is the great 


Reaſon why Prefeſſors thrive ſo little under the 


Per- 
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Performatice of a Multitude of Duties. They at- 


4 


tend not unto them in a aue Manner, their Minds 


being drawn off from their circumſpect Watch, and 


— 


ſo they have little or no Communion with God in 
them, which is the End whereunto they are de- 
ſigned, and by which alone they become uſeſul and 


Profitable unto themſelves. And in this manner are 


wh 


; 
: 


* 


many Duties of Worſhip and Obedience performed by 


a woful Generation of Hypocrites, Formaliſts, and 
profane Perſons, without either Life or Light in 
themſelves, or Acceptation with God; their Minds 


ſro wholly eſtranged from a due Attendance un- 


5 _=_ they do, by the power and deceitfulneſs 
of Sin. W 

Secondly, As it is in reſpect of Duties, fo alſo it 
1s in reipe&t of Sins. There are ſundry things in 
and about every Sin that the Mind of a Believer, by 
'vertue of its Office and Duty, is obliged to attend di- 
ligently unto, for the Preſervation of the Soul from 
it. Things they are which God hath appointed and 
ſanctified, to give effectual Rebukes and Checks to the 
whole working of the Law of Sin; and ſuch as in 
the Law of Graee, under which we are, are exceed- 
ingly ſuited and fitted unto that Purpoſe. And theſe 
the Dece!t of Sin endeavours by all Means to draw 
-off the Mind from a due Conſideration of, and At- 
tendance unto. Some few of them we fhall a little 
refla&t upon. 

Fir/?, Tu firſt and moſt general, is the Sove- 
reignty of God, the great Law-giver, by whom it 
is forbidden. This 5 fixed on in his great 
Temptation, Gen. xXx. 9. Hoco can 1 av this great 


wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? There was in it a 


- 


_ Evil, a great Ingratitude againſt . Man, which 
e pleads alſo and inſiſts upon, verſe 8, 9. but that 
which fixed his Heart and Reſolution againſt it, was 
the Formality of it, that it was Sin again God, by 
whom it was ſeverely forbidden. So the Apoſtle ; 
informs us, that in our Dealing in any thing that is 
againſt the Law, our Reſpect is ſtill to be unto the 
Lawgiver and his Sovereignty, James iv. 11, 12. A 

. | that 
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thou-judge the Law, thou art not a aber of the Law, 
ut a judge: There is one Latu-giver, who is able to 
fave, and to <TD Conſider this always, there is 
one Law-giver, Holy, Righteous, armed with Sove- 
reign Power and Authority; he is able to fave and 
deitroy. Hence Sin is pan) a Rebellion, a caſting 
off his Yoke, a deſpiſing of him, and that in his 
Sovereignty, as the great Law-giver ; and this ought 
the Mind always practically to attend unto, in all 
the Luſtings, Actings, and Suggeſtions of the Law 
of Sin, ls when advantaged by any ſuitable 
or vigorous Temptation. It is God that hath forbid- 
den this thing, the great Law-giver, under whoſe 
abſolute Sovereignty J am, in dependance on whom 
I live, and by whom LI am to be diſpoſed of; as to 
my preſent and eternal Condition. This Eve fixed 
on at the beginning of her Temptation, God hath 
aid, We muſt not eat 45 this Tree, Gen. 3. 3. but ſhe 
kept not her Ground, the abode not by that Con- | 
{ideration, but ſuffered her Mind to be diverted fromt 
it, by the Subtilty of Satan, which was the entrance 


of her Tranſgreſſion; and fo it is unto us all, in 


our Deviations from Obedience. | 
Secondly, TH Deceit of Sin, of every Sin, the Pu- 
niſument appointed unto it in the Law, is another 
thing that the Mind ought actually to attend unto, 
in reference unto. every particular Evil. And the 


Diverfions from this, that the Minds of Men have 


been doctrinally and practically attended withal, have 
been an inlet into all manner of Abominations. \Fo6 
profelieth another Frame in himſelf, Chap. xxxi. 23. 
Deſtructian from God was a terror unto me, and 7 
reaſon. of his Highnejs I could net endure. Many Evils 
he had mentioned in the foregoing var, and pleads 
his Innocency from them, although ey were ſuch 


as upon the Account of his Greatze/s and Power, he 
could have committed eaſily without fear of Danger 
from Men. Here he gives the Reaſon that prevailed 
with him ſo carefully to abſtain from them, De- 
ſtrudt ion from God was a terror to me, and by reaſon 
of his Highneſs I could net endure. 1 conlidered, 1 
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living God, Heb. 


r 
| that he will by no means clear the 


to ds them: 
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he, that God had appointed Death and Deſtruction 
for the Puniſpment of Sin, and that ſuch was his 
Greatneſs, Highneſs, and Power, that he could in- 
Ai it unto the uttermoſt, in ſuch a way as no 
Creature is able to abide, or to avoid. So the 
Apoſtle directs Believers always to confider what a 
fearful thing it is to fall into the Hands of the 
10. 31. And that becauſe he hath 
faid, Vengeance is mine, I will: recompence, verſe zo. 
He is a Sin-avenging God, that will by no means 


a acquit the guilty; as in the Declaration of his gra- 


cious full of Encouragements to 
he adds that in the cloſe, 
b | guily, Exod. 
XXXiv. 7. That he may keep upon the Minds of 
them whom he pardoneth, a due Senſe of the Pu- 
niſhment that is due from his vindi#ive Fuſtice un- 
to every Sin. And ſo the Apoſtle would have us 
mind; that even our God is a conſuming Fire, Heb. 
12. 20. That is, that we ſhould conſider his Holi- 
neſs and vindictive Juſtice, appointing unto Sin a 
meet recompence of reward. And Mens breaking 
through this Conſideration, he reckons as the height 
of the Aggravation of their Sins, Rom. 1. 32; 7 
knew that it is the Fudgment of God, that they whic 
commit ſuch wings were worthy of Death, yet continued 
hat Hope is there of ſuch Perſons? 
There is indeed Relief againſt this Confideration for 
humbled believing Souls in the Blood of Chrift; 
but this Relief is not to take off the Mind from it, 
as it is appointed of God to be a Reſtraint from Sin. 
And both theſe Confiderations, even the Sovereignty 
of God, and the Puniſhment of Sin, are put toge- 
ther by our Saviour atth. 10. 28. Fear not them 
which kill the Body, but are not able to kill the Soul: 
but rather fear him which is able to deſtroy both Soul 


Name, 3 
Sinners in Chriſt, 


7 and Bod in Hell. | 


\| 


* 
* 
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Thirdly, Lu E Conſideration of all the Love and 
Kinanejs of God, againſt whom every Sin is com- 
mitted, is another thing that the Mind ought dili- 
gently to attend unto. And this is 2 pc 

1 41 | on- 
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Conſideration, if rightly and graciouſly managed in 
the Soul. This Mites Pellet on the People eut. 
xxxii. 6. Do you thus requite the Lord, O fooliſh 
People and unwiſe? Is not he thy Father that bath 
bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and eſtabliſhed 
thee? Is this a requital for Eterna! Love, and all 
the Fruits of it? For the Love and Care of a Father, 
of a Redeemer, that we have been made partakers 
of? And it is the fame Conſideration which the 
4pgtle manageth to this Purpoſe, 2 Cor. vii. 1. Hav- 
ins therefore theſe Promiſes, dearly belocięd, let us cleanſe 
zar ſelves 2m all fi gong of the. Fleſh and Spirit, 
perfeting Holineſs in the Fear YL God. The receiving 
of the 1 ought to be effectual, as to ſtir us up 
unto all Holineſs, ſo to work and effect an abſtinence 
from all Sin. And what Promiſes are theſe? Name- 
ly, that God will 4 a Fatber unto us, and receive 
us, Chap. vi. 17, 18. Which compriſcth the whole 
of all the Love of God towards us here, and to 
Eternity. If there be any ſpiritual Ingenuity in the 
Soul, whilſt the Mind is attentive to this Confide- 
ration, there can be no prevailing Attempt made up- 
on it by the Power of Sin. Now there are two 
Parts of this Conſideration. - 1 5 
Firſt, Tua r which is general in it, that which is 
common unto all Believers. This is managed unto 
this Purpoſe, 1 John p: 1, 2, 3. Behold, what manner 

Love the Father hath beſtozwved upon us, that we 

ould be called the Sons of God: therefore the World 
knowweth us not, becauſe it knew him not. Behold, now 
are we the Sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what © 
' we ſhall be: but we know, that when he ſhall appear, 
be, ſhall be like him; for we ſhall jee him as be is. 
And every Man that hath this hope, purifieth himſelf; 
even as he is pure. Conſider, faith he, the Love of 
God, and the Priviledges that we enjoy by it: Be- 
hold, what manner of Lyve the Father hath beſtowed 
upon us, that we ſhould be called, the Sons of Cad. 
Adoption is an eſpecial Fruit of it, and how great a 
Priviledge is this? Such Love it is, and ſuch are the 
Fruits of it, that the World knoweth nothing of the 

| 1 bleſſed 
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bleſſed Condition which we obtain and enjoy there- 


| tempi that is made on the Soul by t 


by: The World knoweth us not. Nay, it is ſuch Love, 
and ſo unſpeakably bleſſed and glorious are the Ef- 


fects of it, that we our ſelves are not able to com- 
Prehend them. What uſe then ought we to make 


of this Contemplation of the excellent unſpeakable 
Love of God? Why, faith he, Every one that bath 
this Hope, purifieth himſelfſ. Every Man who being 
made partaker of this Love, and thereupon an Hope 
of the full Enjoyment of the Fruits of it, of being 
made like to God in Glory, purifieth himſelf; that is, 


in an abſtinence from all and every Sin, as in the 
following Words is at large declared. 


Secondly, IT is to be confidered as to ſuch pecu- 
liar Mercies and Fruits of Love, as every ones Sou 
hath been made partaker of. There is no Believer, 
but beſides the Love and Mercy which he hath in 
common With all his Brethren, he hath alſo in the 
Lot of his Inheritance, ſome Inclo/ures, ſome eſpecial 
Mercies wherein he hath a ſingle Propriety. He hath 
ſome Foy which no Stranger intermedleth withal, 
Prov. xiv. 198. Particular Applications of Covenant 
Love and Mercy to his Soul. Now theſe are all 
Proviſions laid m by God, that they may be born in 
mind againſt an Hour of Temptation, that the Con- 
ſideration of them may preſerve the Soul from the 
Attempts of Sin. Their neglect is an high Aggra- 
vation of our Provocations. 1 Kings xi. 9. It is charg- 
ed as the great evil of Sclamon, that he had finned 
againſt ſpecial Mercies, efpecial Intimations of Love ; 


he ſinned after God had appeared to him twice. 


God required that he ſhould have born in mind that 
eſpecial Favour, and have made it an Argument 
againſt Sin. But he neglected it, and is burdened 
with this fore Rebuke. And indeed all eſpecial Mer- 
cies, all eſpecial Tokens and Pledges of Love, are 
utterly loſt and miſpent upon us, if they are not 
improved unto this End. This then is another 
Thing, that it is the Duty of the Mind greatly to 
attend unto, and to oppole wax jap unto every At- 

e Law of Sin. 

| Fourthh, 
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Frirthly, T u x Conſiderations that ariſe from the 
Blood and Mediation of Car1sT, are of the fame 
Importance. So the Apoſtle declares, 2 Cor. 5. 14, 
15. For the Love of Chriſt conflraineth us, becauſe we 
9 judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead : 
And that he died for all, that they which live, fhould 
not henceforth live unta themjelves, but unto him which 
died for them, and roſe again. There is a conſtrain- 
ing Efficacy in this Conſideration, it is great, for- 
cible, effectual, if duly attended unto. _ But I muſt 


5 here in particular inſiſt upon theſe things. 
NW „ ESE 
Fifthly, Sn ALL I ſpeak of the Inhabitation of the | 


Spirit, the greateſt Priviledge that we are made 


3 of in this World. The due, Confideration 


ow. he is grieved by Sin, how his Dvvelling-place is 
defiled thereby, how his Comforts are forfeited, 
loſt, deſpiſed by it, might alſo be inſiſted on. But 
the Inſtances paſſed through, are ſufficient unto our 


Purpoſe. Now herein lies the Duty of the Mind, 
in reference unto particular Sins and Temptations. 


It is diligently and carefully to attend unto theſe 
Things, to dwell conſtantly upon the Conſideration 
of them, to have them in a continual readineſs to 
oppoſe unto all the Luſlings, Actings, Warrings, At- 


tempts, and Rage of Sin. 


I x reference hereunto doth Six in an eſpecial man- 
ner put forth and act its Deceit. It labours by all 
Means to draw off the Mind from its due Attendance 
unto theſe Things; to deprive the Soul of this great 
Preſervative and Antidote againſt its Poiſon. It en- 
deavours to cauſe the Soul to ſatisſie it ſelf with 
general undigeſted Notions about Sin, that it may have 
nothing in particular to betake it {ſelf unto in its own 
Defence, againſt its Attempts and "T'emptations. And 
the ways whereby it doth this, may be alſo briefly 
conſidered. 

Firſt, Ir is from the Deceit of Sin that the Mind 
is ſprritually flothful, whereby it becomes negligent 
unto this Duty. The principal diſcharge - 
Truſt in this Matter, is ele! 

2 


— 
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by Watching, which 
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 wnto the end; that you be noi 


| The Mind diverted from ; 
is the great Caution that the Lord Feſus gave un- 
to his Diſciples, in reference unto all their Dangers 


from Sin and Satan, Mark xiv. 3510 Z.ſay unto all, 
i 


Watch. That is, uſe your utmoſt Diligence and Cir- 
cumſpection, that you be not ſurprized and en- 
tangled with Temptations. It is called alſo Confi- 
Aeration; Conſider your ways; conſider your Latter- 
and; the want 9 God complains of in his 
People, Deul. xxxii. 29. Now that which is contra- 
ty to theſe indiſpenſible Conditions of our Preſer- 
vation, is ſpiritual Slothfulneſe, as the Apoſtle declares, 
Heb. vi. 11, 12. And we defire that every one 9 2 
a9 fhew the ſame diligence, to the full aſſurance of hope 

othful. If we ſhew 
not Diligenco, we are Slothful, and in danger of 
coming ſhort to inherit the Promiſes; See 2 Pet. 1. 
5, 8, 9, 10, 11. And beſides this, giving all diligence, 
add to your Faith, Vertue; to Vertue, Knowledge, &c. 
For if theſe things be in you, and abeund, they make 
you that ye 2 neither be barren, nor unfruiful in 
the Knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. But he that 
lacketh theje things is blind, and cannot ſee far off, 
and bath forgotten that he was purged from his old 
Sins. Wherefore the rather Brethren, give diligence 
to make your Calling and Election jure: for if ye do 
theſe things, ye ſhall never fall: For ſo an entrance 
hall be miniſtred unto you abundantly, into the ever- 
2 Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour e 
Chriſt. All this the Mind is turned from, if once 
by the Deceit of Sin it be made //orbful. Now this 


Sloth conſiſts in three Things; 


Firſt, INaDveRTENCY 3 it doth not ſet it ſelf to 


cConſider and attend unto its . Concernments. 
The Apoſtle perſwading the 


ebrews with all car- 
neſtneſs to attend diligently, to conſider carefully, that 


they may not be hardned by the deceitfulneſs of Sin, 


gives this Reaſon of their danger, that they were dull 
of hearing, Chap. 5. 11. That is, that they were 


sethful, and did not attend unto the things of their 


Duty. A ſecret Regardleſneſs is apt to creep upon 
the Soul, and it doth not ſet it {elf to a Siligent 
| marking 


particular Duties by Sin. 1 
marking how things go with it, and what is con- 
tinually incumbent on it. : ; 

Secmdly, AN unwillingneſs to be ſtirred up unto ts 
Duty, Prov. xix. 24. The flothful Man bideth his Hand 
#n his Boſom, and will not ſo much as bring it to his 
Mouth again. There is an unwillingnefs in S/ to 
take any Notice of Warnings, Calls, Excitationt, or 
Stirrings up by the Word, Spirit, Judgments, any 
thing that God maketh uſe of, to call the Mind 
unto a due Conſideration of the Condition of the 
Soul. And this is a perfect Evidence that the Mind 
is made /lothful by the Deceit of Sin, when elpe- 
cial Calls and arnings, Whether . in a, ſuitable 
Word, or a preſſing Judgment, cannot prevail with 
it to pull its Hand out of its Boſom; that is, 
to ſet about the ſpecial Duties that it is called 
unto. 8 
Thirdly, Wt AEK and ineffeftual Attempts to recover 
its ſelf unto its Duty, Prov. xxvi. 14. As the. Door 
turneth it ſelf upon its Hinges, ſo doth the ſlothful Man 
_ his Bed. In the turning of a Door upon its 
Hinges, there is ſome Motion, but no Progreſs. It 
removes up and down, but is ſtill in the Place and 
Poſture that it was. So is it with the ſpirituall 
fhothful Man on his Bed, or in his Security. H- 
makes ſome Motions, or faint Endeavours towards a 
Diſcharge of his Duty, but goes not on. There 
where he was one Day, there he is the next; yea, 


+ there where he was one Year, he is the next. His 


Endeavours are faint, cold, and evanid; he gets no 
Ground by them, but is always beginning, and ne- 


ver finiſhing his Work. 


 Fourthly, HeaRTLESNEsS pon the Apprehenſions 
7 e and Diſcouragements, Prov. xxii. 13. 
he fiothful Man ſaith, There is a Lion in the way, 1 


fall be ſlain in the Streets. Every Dithculty deters 


him from Duty. He thinks it impoſſible for him to 
attain to that Accuracy, Exactneſs, and Perfection 
which he is in this Matter to preſs after; and 
therefore contents himſelf in his old Coldneſs, Ne- 


gligence, rather than to run the hazard of an uni- 
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verſal Cireumſpèction. Now if the Deceit of Sin 
bath once drawn away the Mini into this Frame, it 
lays it open to every Temptation and Incurſion of 
Sin. The Spouſe. in the Canticles, ſeems to have 
been overtaken with this «mg Chap. 5. 1, 2, 3. 
And this puts her on various Excuſes why ſhe can- 
not attend unto the Call of Chriſt, and apply herſelf 
unto her Duty in walking with him. | 
Secondly, Ir draws away the Mind from its Watch 
and Duty in reference unto Sin by * It 
| falls in Conjunction with 'fome urging Temptation, 
hi and /urprizeth the Mind into Thoughts quite of ano- 
| ther Nature, than thoſe which it ought to inſiſt upon 
it in its own Defence. So it ſeems to have been with 
| Peter; his carnal Fear cloſing with the Temptation, 
wherein Satan fought to winnow him, filled his 
Mind with ſo many Thoughts about his own emi- 
| nent Danger, that he could not take into Conſide- 
ration the Love and Warning of Chriſt; nor the 
Fil Evil whereunto his Temptation led him, nor any 
1 thing that he ought to have inſiſted on for his Pre- 
it ſervation. And therefore upon a Review of his Folly 
in neglecting thoſe 'Thoughts of God, and the Love 
[ of Chriſt, which through the Aſſiſtance of the _ 
. Ghoſt __ have kept him from his ſcandalous Fall, 
i he zoept bitterly. And this indeed is the common 
| way of the working of the Deceit of Sin, as unto 
Vi particular Evils. It lays hold on the Mind /udden/ 
1 with Thoughtſulneſs about the preſent Sin, poſſeſle 
| It, takes it up, ſo that either it reeovers not it {elf 
at all to the Confiderations mentioned, or if any 
Thoughts of them be ſuggeſted, the Mind is ſo 
prepoliclt and filled, that they take no Impreſſion 
 _ Gn the Soul, or make no abode in ii. Thus doubt- 
| leis was David ſurprized in the entrance of his great 
| Sin. Sin and Temptation did ſo pes and fill bis 


WW 7rd with the preſent Object of Luſt, that he utter- 
* ly forgot ( as it were) thoſe Conſiderations which 
1 mie had formerly made uſe of, when he ſo diligent- 


* ly kept himfelf from his Iniquity. Here therefore | 
les the great Wiſdom of the Seu), in rejecting the 
17 e | | ber, 
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particular Dutiss by Sin. 129 
very firſt Motions of Sin, becauſe by Parlies with 
them the Mind may be drawn of from attending 
unto its Preſervatives, and ſo the whole ruſh into 
into Evil. EH 
Thirdly, Ir draws away the Mind by frequency and 
long continuance of its Sollicitations, making (as it 
were) at laſt a conqueſt of it. And this happens not 

ithout an open negle& of the Soul, in want of ſtir- 
ring up it ſelf to give an effectual Rebuke in the 
Strength, and by the Grace of Chriit unto Sin, which 
would have prevented its 3 But of this 
more ſhall be F: ken afterwards. And this is the firſt 
way whereb te Faw of Sin acts its Deceit againſt 
the Soul. It draws off the Mind from Attendance 
unto its Charge and Office, both in reſpect of Duty 
and Sin. And fo far as this is done, the Perſon 18 
faid to be drawn away, or drawn off. He is tempteds _ 
every Man is tempted, . when he is thus arawn away 
by his own Luft, or the Deceit of Sin dwelling in 
him. And the whole Effect of this working of the 
deceitfulneſs of Sin, may be reduced unto theſe 
three Heads. 
" Firſt, Tus remiſſion of an univerſally watchful Frame | 
of Spirit unto every 8 and againſt all, even the | 
molt hidden and ſecret Actings ot Sin. 7 

Secondly, 'T ur omiſſion of peculiar attending unto 
fuch Duties, as have an eſpecial Reſpect unto the 
weakning and ruin of the whole Law of Sin, and 
the obviating of its deceitfulnels. P 
| Thirdly, SP1R1TUAL Stb, as to a diligent re- 
gard unto all the eſpecial Concernments of Duties 
and Sins. When theſe three Things, with their 
Branches mentioned, leſs or more, are brought 
about, in, or upon the Soul, or fo far as they are 
fo, ſo far a Man is drawn off 17 his own Luſt, or 
the Deceit of Sin. | 

TER E is no need of adding here any Directions 
for the Prevention of this Evil, they having ſuffi- 
ciently been laid down in our Paſſage through the 
Conſideration both of the Duty of the Mind, and 
of the Deceit of Sin. OM OS 
5 Pans I 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI, '* 


The working of Sin ly Deceit te entangle the AﬀeBi- 
ons. The ways whereby it is done. Means of their 
prevention. 


He ſecond Thing: in the Words of the Apoſtle 
aſcribed unto the deceitful working of Sin, is 
its enticing. A Man is drawn _ and enticed. And 
this ſeems particularly to ref] the AFections, as 
drawing away doth the Mind. The Mind is 
drawn away from Duty, and the Aßectiuns are en- 
ticed unto Sin. From the Prevalency hereof, a 
is faid to be enticed, or entangled as with a Bait; 1a 
the Word imports. For there is an Alluſion in it, 
unto the Bait wherewith a Fiſh is taken on the 
Hook, which holds him to his Deſtruction. And 
concerning this Effect of the Deceit of Sin, we 
briefly ſhew two Things; * | . 
Firſt, WHAT it is to be enticed, or to be en- 
tangled with the Bait of Sin, to have the Afetions 
page with an Inclination thereunto, and when 
ey are ſo. CO 
econdly, WM a T Courſe Sin takes, and what wa 
4 1 in, thus to entice, eninare, or entangle 
the Soul. EIS 
Fo x the firſt, Firf, The Aﬀettions are certainly 
entangled when they ſtir up frequent Imaginations 
about the propoſed ** which this Deceit of Sin 
leadeth and enticeth towards. When Sin prevails, - 
and the Aﬀettions are gone fully after it, it 5 
the Imagination with it, polleſling it with Images, 
| Likenelies, Appearances of it continually. Such 
| Pertons arriſe Iuiguity. and work Evil on their 
Beds, which they alio practiſe when they are able, 
when it is in the Pozer of their Hand, Micah $1. 
As in particular, Peter tells us, that they have Eyes 
full of an Avulterejs, and they cannot ceaje from 0 in, 
| 0 5 2er 
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by the Deceit of Sin. ; 131 
Pet. 2. 14. That is, their Imaginatiens are poſſeſt 
with a hes a Repreſentation 7 the Object of their 
Luſts. And it is ſo in part, where the Affections are 
in part entangled with Sin, and begin to turn aſide 
unto it. Jobn tells us, that the things that are in 
the World, are the Luft of the Fleſh, the Luft of the 
Eyes, and the Pride of Life, of mm 2. 16. The Luft 
of the Eyes is that which by them is conveyed unto 
the Soul. Now it is not the: hodily Senſe of Seeing, 
but the fixing of the Imagination from that Senſe on 
ſuch things that is intended. And this is called the 
Eyes, becauſe thereby things are conſtantly repreſent- 
4 unto the Mind and Soul, as outward Objects are 
unto the inward Senſe by the Eyes. And oftentimes 
the outward fight of the Eyes, is the occaſion of theſe 


Imaginations. Sq F:ban declares how Sin prevailed 
with him, Jeſbua vii. 21, Firſt be /aw' the Wedge 
of Gold, and Baby/oni/þ Garment, and then he co- _ 
veted them. He rolled them, the pleaſures, the pro- 

| fr of them, in his Imagination, and then fixed his 


eart upon the obtaining of them. Now the Heart 

y have a ſettled, fixed deteftation of Sin; but yet 
if a Man find that the naginzation. of the Mind is 
frequently ſollicited by it, and exerciſed about it, ſuch 
a one may know that his Afettions are ſecretly en- 
ticed and entangled. | 

Secondly, 'T 11s entanglement is heightned, when 
the [maginations can prevail with the Mind o lage 


vain Thoughts in it, with ſecret delight and compla- 


cency. | This is termed b Caſuiſts, Cogitatio moro/a ' 
cum deleftatione, an abiding Thought with delight, 
which towards forbidden Objects is in all Caſes 
actually ſinful. And yet, this may be, when the 
Conjent of the Will unto Sin is not obtained; when 
the Soul would- not for the World do the things f 
which yet Thoughts begin to lodge in the Mind 
about. This /odging of vain Thoughts in the Heart, | 
the r complains of as a thing greatly ſinful, 
and to be abhorred, Fer. iv. 14. All theſe Thoughts 
are Meſſengers that carry Sin to and fro betwe 
the Imagination and the Afettions, and ſtill encreaſe 
| it, 


{ 
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132 Aectiont entangled 
it, enflaming the Imagination, and more and more 
1 | 2 the Affections. Achan thinks upon the 
CSalaen Weage, this makes him like it, and love it; 
; | | by loving of it, his Thoughts are infected, and re- 
| 1 turn to the Imagination of its worth, and goodly 
\ i} ſhew, and fo by little and little the Soul is Hamed 
We | unto Sin. And here if the Vill parts with its Sove-: 

egg Sin is actually conceived. / 

* Thirdly, InCLINaTloNs, or readineſs to attend un- 
to Extenuations of Sin, or the Reliefs that are tender- 

ed againſt Sin when committed, manifeſt the Af 
feftions to be 3 with it. We have ſhew- 
ed, and ſha]l yet further evidence, that it is a great 
part of the Deceit of Sin, to render leſsning and 
extenuating thoughts of Sin unto the Mind. L it 
not a little ene? Or there is Mercy provided, or it 
ſhall be in due time relinquiſhed and given over, is 
its Language in a deceived Heart. Now when 
there is a readineſs in the Soul to hearken and 
give entertainment unto ſuch ſecret Infinuations 
ariſing from this Deceit, in reference unto any Sin, 
or unapprovable Courſe, it is an Evidence that the 
Afﬀettions are enticed. When the Soul is willing 
( as it were ) to be tempted, ts be courted by Sin, 
to hearken to its Dalliances and Sollicitations, it hath 
loſt of its conjugal Aﬀections unto Chriſt, and is 
entangled. - This is /ooking on the Wine when it is 
red, when it giveth its colegr in the 0%. when it mot 
| eth it jelf arigbt, Prov. xxiii. 31. pleaſing Con- 
templation on the Invitations of Sin, whoſe end the 
' Wile Man gives us, verſe 32. When the Deceit of 
Sin hath prevailed thus far on 'any Perſon, then he 
is enticed or entangled; the Will is not yet come to 
the actual Conception of this or that Sin by its Con- 
ſent, but the whole Sopl is in a near Inclination 
_ thereunto. And 2 other Inſtances I could 
give as Tokens and Evidences of this Entangle- 
ment. Theſe may ſuffice to manifeſt what we in- 

tend thereby. 5 | 18 
Ou next Enquiry is, how, or by what Means 

the Deceit of Sin proceeds thus to entice. and n 

| 5 tangle 
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Ey the Deceit of Sin. N 1 I 
tangle the Affections; and two or three of its Baits 
are manifeſt herein. ; | = 
Firſt, Ir makes uſe of its former prevalency up. 
on the Mind, in drawing it off from its Watch and 
Circumſpection. Says the Wiſe Man, Prov. I. 17. 
Surely in vain is the Net ſpread in the fight of any | 
Bird; or before the Eyes of every thing that hath ' 


a Wing, as in the Original. If it hath Eyes open 
to diſcern the Snare, and a Wing to carry it away, 
it will not be caught. And in vain ſhould the De- 


ceit of Sin ſpread its Snares and Nets for the — 
ment of the Soul, whilſt the Eyes of the Mind 
are intent upon what it doth, and ſo ſtir up the 


| Wings of its Vill and AFections to carry it awa 
and Troid it. But if the Eyes be put out Al. 


verted, the Wings are of very little uſe for eſcape. 
And therefore this is one of the ways which is 
uſed -by them who take Birds or Fowls in their 
Nets, they have falſe Lights, or Shews of things 
to divert the Sight of their Prey; and when that 
is done, they take the Seaſon to caſt their Nets 
upon them. So doth the Deceit of Sin, it firſt * 
draws off and diverts the Mind by falſe Reaſonings 
and Pretences, as hath been ſhewed, and then 
caſts its Net upon the Affections for their Entangle- 
ment. 
Secondly, TARING advantage of ſuch Seafons, it 
propoleth Sin as defirable, . as exceeding ſatisfacto- 
ry to the corrupt part of our Affections. It gilds 
over the Object by a thouſand Pretences, which it 
preſents unto corrupt Luſtings. This is the /aying 
of a Bait, which the Apoſtle in this Ker/e evident. 
alludes unto. A Bait is ſomewhat delirable and 
uitable, that is propoſed to the hungry. Creature 
for its ſatisfaction, and it is by all Artifices ren- 
gered deſirable and ſuitable. Thus is Sin pre- 
Aented by the help of the Imagination unto the 
ul; that is, ſinful and inordinate Objects, which 
the Afetions cleave unto, are ſo preiented. The 


Apoſtle tells us, that there are plegſuretuf Sin, Heb. 


xi. 35. Which unlels they are deſpiſed, as they 
5 were 
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 Aﬀetions entangled | 
were by Moſes, there is no 1 of Sin it ſelf. - | 

aid to lige in Plea- 
fure, James 5. 5. Now this pleaſure of Sin con- 
fiſteth in its /z:tablene/s to give ſatisfaction to the 
Fleſh, to Luſt? to corrupt Affections. Hence is that 
Caution, Rom. 13 14. Make yo proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the Lufts thereof. That is, do not ſuffer 
your Minds, Thoughts, or Affections to fix upon 
linfal Objects, ſuited to give ſatisfaction to the Luſts 
of the Fleſh, to nouriſh and cheriſh them thereby. 
To which 1 he ſpeaks again, Gal. 5. 16: Ful- 
fil ye not the Luffs of the Flib. Bring not in the 
"Pleaſures of Sin to give them fatisfattion. When 
Men are under the Power of Sin, they are faid to 


fulfil the defires of the Fleſh, and of the Mind, Eph. 
2. 2 


—— 


YE hus therefore the Deceit of Sin endeavours to 
entangle the Afe#ion;, by. propoling untq them 
through the aſſiſtance of the ey ry that ſuitable- 
neſs which is in it to the ſatisfaction of its corrupt 
Luſts, now ſet at ſome liberty hy the Inadvertenc 
of the Mind. It preſents its Wine as ſparkling in t 


Cap, the Beauty. of the Adultereſs, the Riches of the 
or 


Id unto ſenſual and covetous Perſons, and ſome- 
what in the like Kind, in ſome Degrees to Belie- 
vers themſelves. When therefore, I ſay, Sin would 
entangle the Soul, it prevails with the Imagination 
to ſollicit the Heart, by repreſenting this falle paint- 
ed Beauty, or pretended ſatisfactorineſs of Sin: 
And then if Satan with any peculiar Tempta- 
tion fall into its aſſiſtance, it oftentimes enflames 
all the Affections, and puts the whole Soul into 
diſorder. 

Thirdly, IT hides ths Danger that attends Sin, it 
covers it, as the Hſook is covered with the Bait, or 
the Net ſpread over with Meat for the Fowl to be 
taken. It is not indeed poſſible that Sin ſhould ut- 


| terly deprive the Soul of the Knowledge of the Dan- 


er of it. It cannot diſpoſſeſs it of its Notion os 
'erſwaſion, that the Wages of Sin is Death; and that 
it is the Judgment of Goa, that they that commit Sin 
are worthy of Death. | But this it will do, it "_— 
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take up and poſſeſs the Mind and Affections with 20 
the Baits, and Defirableneſs of Sin, that it ſhall di- * 
vert them from an actual and practical Contemplation 
of the Danger of it. What Satan did in and by his / 

- firſt Temptation, that Sin doth ever ſince. At firſt | 
Eve guards herſelf, with calling to mind the Danger | 
of Sin; if we cat, or touch it, we ſhall die, Ger. 

3. 3. But fo ſoon as Satan had filled her Mind with 
the beauty and uſefulneſs of the Fruit to make one 
wiſe, how quickly did ſhe wy alide her practical pre- 
valent Conſideration of the Danger of eating it, the 
Curſe due unto it; or elſe relieves herlelf with a 
vain Hope and Pretence that it ſhould not be, be- 
cauſe the Serpent told hen ſo. So was David beguil- 
ed in his great Tranſgreſſion, by the Deceit of Sin; 
his Luſt being pleaſed and ſatisfied, the Conſideration | 
of the Guilt and Danger of his Tranſgreſſion was 
taken away; and therefore he is ſaid to have deſpiſed | 
the Lord, 2Sam. 12. 9. In that he conſidered not 
the Evil that was in his Heart, and the Danger that 
attended it, in the Threatning or Commination of the 
Law. Now Sin when it-preſſeth upon the Soul to 
this Purpoſe, will uſe a thouſand Wiles to hide from 
it the Terror of the Lord, the End of Tranſgreſſi- 
ons, and eſpecially of that peculiar Folly which it 
ſollicites the Mind unto. Hopes , Pardon ſhall be 
uſed to hide it, and future Repentance ſhall hide it, 
and preſent Importunity of Luſt ſhall hide it, Occaftons 
and Opportunities ſhall hide it, Surprizals ſhall hide 
it, Extenuation of Sin ſhall hide it, Saluncing of 
Duties againſt it ſhall hide it, fixing the yy 7 
on preſent Objects ſhall hide it, deſperate Refoluti- 
ons to venture the uttermoſt for the enjoyment. of | 

t Luſt in its pleaſures and profits, ſhall hide it. 

. A thouſand tles it bath which cannot be re- 

ö counted. | ; | 

Taurtbh, HAvIxNx d prevailed thus far, png 

over the Pleaſures of Sin, hiding its End and De- 

merit, it proceeds to raiſe Te Regſonings in the 
d, to fix it upon the Sin propoſed, that it may 

be conceived and brought forth, the Affections Ls 
already 
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gives us that great Direction, verſe 2. Set your Aﬀetti- 
' ons on things abzve, not on things on the Earth. Fix 


136 Afedtions entangled 
3 prevailed upon; of which we ſhall ſpeak un- 
der the next Head of its Progreſs. ee 
Har we may ſtay a little, as formerly, to give 
ſome few. Directions for the obviating of this woful 
work of the deceitfulneſs of Sin. ould we not be 
enticed or entangled, would we not be diſpoſed to the 
Conception of Sin, would we be turned out of the 
Road and Way which goes down to Death; Let us 
take heed- of our Affections, which are of ſo great 
Concernment in the whole Courſe of our Obedience, 
that they are commonly in the Scripture called by 
the name of the Heart, as the principal thing whic 
God requires in our walkin bake him. And this 
15 not ſlightly to be attended unto, Prov. iv. 23. 
faith the Wiſe Man, Keep 7 Heart with all Dili- 
genee; or as in the Original, Above, or before all 
Keepings z Before tvery Watch, keep thy Heart. You 
have many eepings that you watch unto; you 
watch to keep your Lives, to keep. your Eſtates, to 
keep your Reputations, to keep up your Families; 
But, faith he, above all theſe Keepings, prefer that, at- 
tend to that of the Heart, of your Ffeetions, that 
they be not entangled with Sin; there is no Safety 
without it. Save all other things, and loſe the Heart, 
and all is loſt, Joſt unto all Eternity. You will ſay 
then, What ſhall we do, or how ſhall we - obſerve 
this Duty ? Tg 
Firſt, KE E your Afefions as to their O5je# in 
__ This Advice the Apoſtle gives in this very 
aſe, Col. 3. His Advice in the beginning of that 
Chapter, is to direct us unto the Mortifiration of Sin, 
which he expreſly en _ in, verſe 5. Mortifie there- 
fore your Members, which are upon the Earth. Prevent 
the working and deceit of Sin, which wars in your 
Menibers. To prepare us, to enable us hereunto, he 


your Affections upon heavenly things, this will en- 
able you to mortifie Sin; fill them with the things 


that are above, let them be exerciſed with them, and 
ſo enjoy the chiefeſt place in them. There are above, 


bleſſed + 
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blefſed and ſuitable Objects, meet for, and anſwer- 
ing unto our AﬀeRions. God himſelf, in his Beauty 
> Glory 3 the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is Me s 
lovely, the chiefeft of ten thouſand; Grace and Glory, 
the "Myſteries revealed in the Goſpel, the bleſſed- 
nels promiſed thaw: Were our Affections filled, 
taken up, and poſſeſſed with theſe things, as it is 
our Duty that they ſhould be, it is our Happineſs 
when they are; what acceſs could Sin with its 
painted Pleaſures, with its ſugred Poyſons, with its 


envenomed Baits, have unto our Souls? How ſhould - 


we loath all its Propoſals, and ſay unto them, Get 


ye hence as an abominable thing? For what are the 


vain tranfitory Pleaſures of Sin, in compariſon of the 
exceeding Recompence of Reward, which is propoſed 


unto us? Which Argument the Apoſtle preſſes, . 


2 Cor. 4. 18. 


7 pecial : 
- hatly an exceeding Efficacy towards the 
ment 0 the 7 Fel, . 95 6. 
14. God forbid that ould glory, ſave in the Croſs 0 
— Lord Fejus, whereby the World is crucified 4 
ge, and I unto the World. The Croſs of Chriſt he 
gloried and rejoyced in; this his Heart was ſet u 
on, and theſe were the Effects of it; it crucified 
the World unto him, made it a dead and undeſirable 
thing. The Baits and Pleaſures of Sin, are taken all 
of them out of the World, and the things that are 
in the World, namely, the Lu/# of the Fleſh, the 
Luft of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life. 'Theſe are the 
things that arc in the World; from theſe doth Sin 


take all its Baits, whereby it enticeth and 2 | 


roſs - 


our Souls. If the Heart be filled with the 
of Cori, it caſts Death and undeſirableneſs upon 
them all, it leaves no ſeeming Beauty, no appearing 
Pleaſure or Comelineſs in them. Again, faith he, 
It crucifieth me to the World; makes my Heart, my 
Affections, my Deſires dead unto any of theſe things. 


It roots up corrupt Luſts and Atfections, leaves na 


Principle to go forth and make proviſion for the 
, EC 3 


Secondly, As to the Object of your AﬀeFions in an 1 
. let it be the C7 of Cores which 


int- 


| 
l 
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Fleſh; to fulfil the Luſts thereof. Labour therefore 


to ir your Hearts with the Croſs of Chriff. Conſider 
the So 


rrows he underwent, the Curſe he bore, the 
—_ he ſhed, the Cries he put forth, the Love 
at was in all this to your Souls, and the Myſtery 
of the Grace of God therein. Meditate on the vile- 
neſs, the demerit, and puniſhment of Sin, as repre- 
ſented in the Croſs, the Blood, the Death of Chriſt: 
Is Chriſt crucified for Sin, and ſhall not our Hearts 
be crucified with him unto Sin? Shall we give En- 
tertainment unto that, or hearken- unto its Dallianees, 
which wounded, which pierced, which' flew our 
dear Lord jeſus? God forbid. Fill your Affections 
with the 9 Chriſt, that there may be no room 
for Sin. The World once put him out of the Houſe in- 
to a Stable, when he came to fave us; let him now turn 
the World out of doors, when he is come to ſanctifie us. 
Secondly, Look to the Vigour of the Affections to- 
wards heavenly * if they are not conſtantly attend- 
ed, excited, directed, and Warned, they are apt to de- 
cay, and Sin lies in wait to take every advantage againſt 
them. Many Complaints we have in the Scripture of 


thoſe who loft their fr/# Love, in ſuffering their Af- 
fections to decay. And this ſhould make us jealous * 


over our own Hearts, leſt we allo ſhould be over- 
taxen with the like backſliding Frame. Wherefore be 
jealous over them, often ſtrictly examine them, and call 
them to account, ſupply unto them due Confiderations 
for their exciting and ftirring up unto Duty. 


CHAP. XII. 


The Conception of Sin through its Deceit. Wherein it 
conjiſteth. The Conjent of the Will unto Sin. The 
Nature thercf. Ways and Means whereby it is ob- 
tained. Other Advantages made uſe of by the Deceit 
of Sin. Ignorance, Errors. | a 


THe third Succeſs of the Deceit of Sin in its Pro- 
gretuve work, is the Conception of actual 8 
* N When 


W 


to conceive ä | 
When it hath drawn the Mind off from its Dnty, 


and entangled, the Aﬀections, it proceeds to rornceive 


| Luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth Sin. Now the 
Conception of Sin, in order unto its Perpetration, can 


there is nothing in the Soul to hinder its actual 
= Accompliſhment. God doth indeed by various Ways 
and Means fruſtrate the bringing forth of theſe adül- 
terate Conceptions, cauſing them to melt away in 
the Womb, or one way or other prove .abortive, ſo 
that not the leaſt part of that Sin is committed 
© which is illed or conceived 3 yet there is nothing in 
the Soul it ſelf that remains to give Check urito it, 
when once the Vill hath given its Conſent. Oft- 
times when a Cloud is full of Rain, and ready to 
fall, a Wind comes and drives it away. And when 
the Will is ready to bring forth its Sin, God diverts 


of Rain as if it had fallen, and the Soul as full 
of Sin as if it had been committed. 

Tris conceiving 0 2 or Sin then, is its Preva- 
lency in obtaining the 


© d D ner DB io 0 > 0 I 


we muſt obſerve, 


Seat and Cauſe of Obedience and Dijſobedience. Mo- 


it Truth of old who faid, Omme percatum eff aded vo- 

be lunmtarium, ut non fit peccatum 51 fit voluntarium. 

2 Ever Sin is js voluntary, that if it be not voluntary it is 

eit not Sin. It is moſt true of u,“ Sins. The Formali 
of their Iniquity ariſeth from the Acts of the Will in 

| them, and concerning them. I mean, as to the Per- 

ro- ſons that commit them; otherwiſe in it ſelf the formal 

in. aaſon of Sin is its N from the Lato of God. 

nen k 


Secoudly, 


"8 


it by one Word or other; but yet the Cloud was 
28 fan 


onjent of the Will unto its 
Sollicitations. And hereby the Soul is deflowered of 
its | Chaſtity towards God in Chriſt, as the Apoſtle ' 
intimates, 2 Cor. 11. 2, 3. To clear up this Matter 


Firf, Tuna the Will is the Principle, che next 


ral Actions are unto us, or in us, ſo far good or evil 
as they partake of the Conſent of the Will. He ſpake © 
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8 
Sin, in order to the bringing of it forth. Then when 


be nothing but the ay 7 of the Will: For as with- | 
out the Conſent of the Will, Sin cannot be commit- * 
ted; ſo where the Will hath conſented unto it, 


— 
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1 1 © Secondly, THERE is a Two-fold Conſent of the 
Vill unto Sin. : | | 

\ . Fir, Thar which is full, abſolute, compleat, and 

upon Deliberation. A prevailing Conſent, the Con- 

victions of the Mind being conquered, and no Prin- 

ciple of Grace in the Will to weaken it. With this 


> _ 
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before the 
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tions ſuſpended actually, throug 
| of the Te 


Zonjent the Soul goes into Sin, as a Ship 
Wind with all its Sails diſplayed, without any check 
or {top. It ruſheth into Sin, like the Horſe into the | 
attle. Men thereby, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Giving Mi 
themſelves over to Sin with greedineſs, Eph. 4. * At 
Thus Abab's Will was in the Murthering of Naboth, 
he did it upon Deliberation, by Contrivance, , with 
a full Conſent; the doing of it gave him ſuch fa- 
tisfaction, 5 that it cured his Malady, or the Dit- 
temper of his Mind. This is that Canſent of the Will, 
which is acted in the finiſhing and compleating of 


Sin, in unregenerate Perſons, and is not required 


do the ſingle bringing forth of Sin, whereof we 
. Second ), THERE is a Conſent of the Will, which 


is attended with a ſecret Renitency and Volition of 


the contrary. Thus Peter's Will was in the denying 
of his Matter. 
done it; it was a %o/untaryi Action, that which he 
' Thoſe to do at that Seaſon. 


His Vill was in it, or he had not 


Sin had not been 
brought forth, if it had not been thus concçit ed. 
But yet at this very Time, there was a Relident in 
his Will, a contrary Principle of Love to Chriſt; | 

„ and Faith in him, which utterly failed not. 
The Efficacy of it was intercepted, and its Opera- 
the violent urging 
emptation that he was under; but yet it 
was in his Mill, and weakned his Conſent unto Sin, 


though it conſented: It was not done with Se//- 


pleaſing, which ſuch full Acts of the Will do 


produce. 


\ . Thirdly, Al rnouon there may be a predomi- 
nan Conſent in the Will, which ma 
Conception of particular Sins; 


ſufſice for the 
yet there cannot be an 


abſolute, tolal, full Conſent of the Will of a Believer 
unto any Sin: For, 


2 


| all good. And. this in general is prevalent againſt the 
"rinciple of Sin, ſo that the Vi is denominated 


and compleat. 
in conſenting unto Sin. It is true, the Soul is not 


Spirit, or ReluQtancy of the Principle of Grace in the 


Will, but Sin luſts againſt it; although that luſting 


ſenſible in its Operations, yet it is enough to kee 


tween the Spiritual Renitency of the Principle of 


that are given the Soul by Conſcience upon Con- 


Riß, Tur is in his 7s Principle fixed on » 
ood, on all good, Rom. 7. 21. . He zvould do good. 
The Principle of Grace in the H#/7//; inclines him to 


from thence. Grace hath the Rule and Dominion, 
and not Sin, in the Vill of every Believer. Now 
that Conſent unto Sin in the Will, which is contrary 
to the Inclination and generally prevailing Principle 
in the fame Will, is not; cannot be total; abſolute 


Secondly, T wer is not only a general, ruling, 
N Principle in the Will againſt Sin, but there 
s alſo a ſecret Reluctancy in it againſt its own Act 


ſenſible ſometimes of this Reluctancy), becauſe the pre- 
of Conſent carries away the 3 Act of the 
20, and takes away the Senſe of the Laſting of the 


ill. But the general Rule holdeth in all things, at 
all times, Gal. 5: 17. The Spirit luſteth againſt the 
Fleſh: It doth ſo actually, though not always ta the 
fame Degree, nor with the ſame Succeſs. And the 

revalency of the contrary Principle in this, or that 
eee Act, doth not diſprove it. It. is ſo on the 
other ſide. There is no Acting of Grace in the 


be not made ſenſible in the Soul, becauſe of the pre- 
valency of the ey 1 of Grace, yet it is 
enough to keep thoſe Actings from Perfection in their 
kind. So is it in this Renitency of Grace againſt 
the Acting of Sin in the Soul; though it be not 


that Act from being full ahd compleat. And mut 
of ſpiritual Wiſdom lies in diſcerning aright be- 


Grace in the Will againit Sin, and the Rebukes 


viction for Sin. | EE | 
Fourthly, OBssRvE; that reiterated repeated 
Acts of the Conjent of = Will nnto Sin; may be- 
| | "0 gat 
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| p 4:42) i» "Wi 
"Or Het 2 Diſpoſition and Inclineableneſs in it unto the 
f ke Acts, that may bring the Will unto a prozeneſs 
and readineſs to conſent: unto Sin upon eaſie Sollicita- 
tions, which is a Condition of Soul dangerous, and 
greatly to be watched againſt. 125 

Fifthly, THIS Conſent of the Will, which we have 
thus defcribed, may be confidered two Ways. 


Cauſes, Means and Inducements unto Sin. Secondly, 
As it reſpects this or that actual Sin. In the firſt 
Senſe, there is a virtual Conſent of the Vill unto 
Sin in every Inadvertency unto the Prevention of it, 
in every neglect of Duty that makes way for it, in 
every hearkning unto any Temptation leading to- 
wards it. In a word, In all the Diverſions of the 
Mind from its Duty, and Entanglements of the 'Af- 
fections by Sin before mentioned. For where there 
is no Act of the Will formally, or virtually, there is 
no Sin. But this is not that which we now ſpeak 


this or that actual Sin, ſo far as that either Sin is 
committed, or is prevented by other ways and 
means not of our preſent Conſideration. And here- 
in conſiſts the conceiting f Sin. | 
Tu ESE Things being ſuppoſed, that which in the 
next place we are to conſider, is the Way that the 
Deceit of Sin proceedeth in, to procure the Conſent 
of the Will, and ſo to conceive actual Sin in the 
Soul. To this Purpoſe obſerve, 
Firſt, ThaT the Will is 4 rational Appetite; 
Rational as guided by the Mind; and an Appetite 
as excited by the Affections; and ſo in its Opera- 
I} captive Actings hath reſpect to both, is inſluenced 
* 0 ä | 
| Sanelz, Ir chuſeth nothing, conſents to nothing, 
} but /ub fatione boni, as it hath an appearance of good, 
ſome preſent good. It cannot conſent to any thing 
under the Notion or Apprehenſion of its being en 
in any kind. Good is its natural and neceſſary Ob- 
jet, and therefore whatever is propoſed unto it 
for its Conſent, muſt be propoſed under an Appear- 
| | | ance 


Firſt, As it is exerciſed about the Circumſtances, 


of. But in particular, the Conſent 14 the Will unto 


E 


3 


| Reaſoning, that Grace, zs exalted ; 


| fold Myſtery o 
of coming unto God. And the great Deſign of Sin 
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ance of being either good in it ſelf, or good at 
the 


preſent unto Soul, or good fo circumſtantiate as 
it js: So that, | | 
Thirdly, Wx may ſee hence the Reaſon why the 
2 of Sin is here placed as a Conſequent of the 
Minds being drawn away, and the Afections being en- 
tangled. Both theſe have an Influence into the Con- 
fent of the Will, and the Conception of this or that 
actual Sin thereby. Our way therefore here is made 
ſomewhat plain. We have ſeen at large how the 
Mind is drawn away by the Deceit of Sin, and how 
the Affections are entangled, that which remains is 


but the proper Effect of theſe Things; For the Dif- 


covery Whereof we mult inſtance in ſome of the ſp 
cial Deceits, corrupt and fallacious Reaſonings before 
mentioned, and then ſhew their Prevalency on the 
Hill to a Conſent unto Sin. | 


Firſt, Tye Will is impoſed upon by that gorrupt [x 


n Pardon; and that 
lercy is provided for Sinners. This firſt as hath 
been ſhewed, deceives the Mind, and that opens the 
way to the Wills Conſent, by removing a ſight of 
Evil which the Will hath an n unto. And 
this in carnal Hearts prevails ſo far, as to make them 
think that their Liberty conſiſts in being Servants of 
Corruption, 2Pet. 2. 19. And the Poyſon of it doth 
oftentumes taint and vitiate the Minds of Believers. 


_ themſelves ; whence we are ſo cautioned againſt it in 


the Scripture. To what therefore hath been ſpoken 
before, unto the uſe and abuſe of the Doctrine of 
the Grace of the Goſpel, we ſhall add ſome few 
other Conſiderations, and fix upon one place of Scrip- 
ture that will give light unto it. There is a TwWo- 

Gracez of walking with God, and 


is to change the Doctrine and My#tery of Grace in 
reference unto thele things, and that by applying 
thoſe Conſiderations unto the one, which are proper 


| unto the other, whereby each part is hindered, and 


the Influence of the Doctrine of Grace into them 
for their furtherance defeated; Sce 1 John 2. 1, 2. 
K 3 | 72 
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144 The Power of Sin in the Will . 
ge things write I unto you, that ye Sin not. And 
if any Man Sin, we have an Adooate with the Father, 
Fejus Chriſt the righteous; And he is the Projitiation 
for our Sins. Here is the whole Deſign and Uſe of 
the Goſpel briefly expreſſed, Theſe things, faith he, F 
write unto yes; What things were thele? Thoſe men- 
tioned, - Chap. 1. 2. The Life was manifeſted, and rot 
kave ſeen it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew- unto you that 
eternal Life which was with the Father, and was ma- 
rifefted unto us: That is, the Things concerning the 
— Perſon and Mediation of Chriſt: And verſe 7. that 
Pardon, Forgiveneſs and Expiation from Sin is to be 
attained by the Blood of Chrift. But to what End 
and Purpoſe doth he write theſe things to them? 
ö What do they teach? What do they tend unto? 
An univerſal abſtinence from Sin; 7 zwrite unto yen, 
; faith he, that ye ſin not. This is the pooger, only, 
genuine End of the Doctrine of the Goipel. But to 
' abſtain from all Sin, is not our Condition in this 
World, Chap. 1. 8. If we ſay that we have no Sin, 
we deceive our ſelves, and the Truth is not in us. What 
then ſhall be donc in this Caſe? In Suppoſition of 
Sin, that we have ſinned, is there no Relief provided 
for our Souls and Conſciences in the Goſpel? Ve, 
faith he, JF any Man ſin, we hate an Advocate with 
the Father, Fems Chrift the rightetus: And he is the 
Propitiation fir car Sins. There is full Retief in the 
Propitiation and Interceſhon of Chriſt for us. This 
is the Order and Method of the Doctrine of the Goſ- 
% and of the Application of it to our own Souls: 
irſt, To keep us from Sin; and then to relieve us 
againſt Sin. But here entereth the Deceit of Sin, and 
puts this co Mine into old Bottles, whereby the 
Bottles are broken, and the Wine periſheth as to our 
Benefit by it. It changeth this Method and Order 
of the Application of Goſpel- Truths. It takes up the 
laſt firſt, and that excludes the Uſe of the firſt utter- 
ly. If any Man Sin, there is Pardon provided, is 
all the Che that Sin would willingly ſuffer to abide 
on the Minds of Men. When we would come to 
God by believing, it would be preſſing the former 
| 8 | part 
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7 ing our ſelves from Sin. 


Effect of the 


* #9 conceive Sin. | 145 

| of being free from Sin; when the Goſpel pro- 
poſeth the kicker Liter ally, or the Pardon of Sin for 
dur Encouragement, When we are come to God, 
and ſhould walk with him, it will have only the 
EF hitter propoſed, 8 there ger 0 Sin, Down 

Goſpel principa ropoſeth the former, of kee 

_ Neves from Si. he Grace of God bring 
ing Salvation, having appeared unto us to that Ene 
and Purpoſe. Now the Mind being entangled with 
this Deceit, drawn off from its Watch by it, di- 
verted from the true Ends of the Goſpel, doth ſe- 
veral ways impoſe upon the ili to obtain its Con- 


ſent. * 

Firſt, By a ſudden Surprizel in Cafe of Lempta- 
tion. Temptation is the Repreſentation of a thing as 
a preſent good, a particular good, which is a real evil, 
A þ coll evil. Now when a Temptation armed 
with Opportunity and Provocationz befalls the Soul, 
the Principle of Grace in the Vill riſeth up with a 
Rejection and Deteſtation of it. But on ga ſudden 
the Mind being deceived by Sin, breaks in upon the 
Will, with a corrupt fallacious Reaſoning from Goſ- 
pel-Grace and Mercy, which firſt ſtaggers, then 
abates the Wills Oppoſition, and then cauſeth it to 
caſt the Scale by its Conſent on the ſide of Tempta- 
tion, preſenting ' evil as a preſent good; and Sin in 
the ſight of God is conceived, though it be never. 
committed. Thus is the Seed of God facrificed to 
Moloch, and the Weapons of Chriſt abufed to the 
ſervice of the Devil. Fe 

Secondly, Ir doth it inſenſibly. It inſinuates the 
Poy ſon of this corrupt Reaſoning by little and little, 
until it hath greatly prevailed. And as the whole 

Bodtrine of the Goſpel, in Holineſs and 
Obedience, conſiſts in the Souls being caſt into the 
Tg — 232 N. 8 200; 6. 17. = * whole 
of Aps rom the Goſpel, is prinei the calt- 
ing of ne Soul into the Mould 55 this Kae Reaſon· 
ing, that Sin may be indulged unto upon the ac! 
eount of Grace and Pardon. Hereby is the Soul gra- 
tified in Sloth and Neg] 8 and taken off front its 


Care, 
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Care, as to particular Duties, and avoidance of 


Garden of Herbs, theretore 1 muſt have it. 


Advantages and 


The Power of Sin in the Will 

2 2 parti 
cular Sins. It works the Soul inſenſibly off from the 
Myftery of the Law of Grace, to look for Salvation, 
as if we had never performed any Duty, being after 
we have done all, unprofitable Servants, with a reſt- 
ing on Sovereign Mercy through the Blood of Chrilt, 
and to attend unto Duties with all Diligence, as it 
we looked for no Mercy; that is, with no leſs Care, 
though with more Liberty and Freedom. This the 
deceirfulneſs of Sin endeavoureth by all Means to 
work the Soul from, and thereby debaucheth the 
de when its Conſent is required unto particular 
INS. 

Secondly, Tu deceived Mind impoſeth on the 
Will to obtain its Conſent unto Sin, by propoſing 
unto it, the Advantages that may accrue and ariſe 
thereby, which is one Medium whereby. its {elf allo 
is drawn away. It renders that which is a&/o/utely 


evil, a preſent appearing good. So was it with Eve, 


Gen. 3. laying aſide all Conſiderations of the Law, 
Covenant, and threats of God, ſhe all at once re- 
flects upon the Advantages, I'leaſures and Benefits 
which ſhe ſhould obtain by her Sin, and reckons 
them up to, ſollicite the Conſent of her Will: 7 
zs, faith ſhe, gecd for Food, pleaſant to the Eves, and 
to be deſired to make one wife. What ſhould ſhe do 
then but cat, it; her Will conſented, and the did ſo 
accorduigly.. Pleas for Obedience are laid out of the 
way, and only the Pleaſures of Sin are taken undcr 
Cenlideration.) So faith Aa, I Kings 21. 2. Na- 
let's Vincyard is neer my Hour, and 1 may make 1 4 
ele 
Conlidcrations a deceived Mind impoſed on his 73 
until it made him obſtinate in the purſuit of bis 
Covetouinels through Perjury and Murther, to the 
utter ruin of himielf and his Family. hus is the 
guilt and N of Sin, hid under the Covert of 
leaſures, and ſo is conceived or re- 


ſolved on in the Soul. 
Secondly, As the Mind being ' wvitharagzpn, ſo the 


great! 
— 


Ag «61;:ns being enticed and entangled, do 


themſelves ſtirred up, incited, and drawn forth by +. . 


— 


t conceive Sin. » I 


— 


3 


2 


further the Conception of Sin in the Soul, by che —— 


Conſent of the Will; and they do it two Ways. 
Heß, 25 * ſome haſty Impulle and Sarprizal being 


ſome violent Provocation, or ſuitable Temptation, 


was the 


they put the whole Soul (as it were) into a Com- 
E buſtion, and draw the Will into a Conſent unto what 


they are 8 unto and entangled withal. So 


by of that fooliſn Churle, ſtirs him up to Wrath 
an 


RS 
3 


Revenge, 1 Sam. xxv. 13. He relolves upon it, 
to deſtroy an whole Family, the Innocent with the 


Guilty, verſe 33, 34. Self- revenge, and Murther, 
were for the ſeaſon conceived, reſolved, conſented un- 
to, until God graciouſly took him off. | 


W tangled, provoked Aﬀections, ſurprized his Vill to 


His en- 


conſent unto the Conception of many bloody Sins. 
The Cale was the fame with 4/a in his Anger, when 
he ſmote the Prophet; and with Peter in his Fear, 
when he denyed his Maſter. Let that Soul which 


would take heed of -conceiving Sin, take heed of en- 
tangled Affections. For fin ma 


ſuddenly obtained, which gives the Soul a fixed 


guilt though the Sin it {elf be never actually brought 


orth. 


Secondly, EnTicxy Affections procure the Conſent 
of the Will by Fern Sollicitations, whereby they get 
ground inſenſiblyß upon it, and Enthrone them- 
telves. Take an Inftance in the Sons of Jacob, 
Ger. 37. 4 They hate their Brother, becauſe their 
Father loved him. Their Aﬀettions being en- 
ticed, many new Occaſions fall out to entangle them 
further, as his Dreams, and the like. This lay 
rankling in their Hearts, and never ceaſed ſollicit- 
ng their Wills, until they reſolved upon his Death. 
The unlawtulneſs, the unnaturalneſs of the Action, 
the grief of their aged Father, the guilt- of their 
own Souls, are all laid aſide; that Hatred and Envy 
that they had conceiyed againſt him ceaſed not, until 


y be ſuddenly con- 
ceived, the prevalent Conſent of the Will may be 


ale of David in the Matter of Nabal. A 


violent Provocation from the extream unworthy Car- 


— 
„ 


they 


* Re Thy 


Means are Multitudes of Sins concerve 


\ partial Darkneſs abiding Kill in Believers; * they Aust 


148 The Power of Sin in the Will | 
they had got the Conſent of their Wills to his 
Ruin. This -gradual Progreſs of the Prevalency of 


corrupt Aﬀe&tians to ſollicite the Soul unto Sin, the 


. Wiſe Man excellently deſcribes, Prov. 23. 31, 32, 


33» 34, 35. And this is the common. way of Sins 
rocedure in the Deſtruction of Souls, which ſeem tp 
have made ſome good _ ements in the ways of 
God. - When it hath entangled them with one Te 

tation, and brought the Will to ſome liking of 1t, 
that preſently becomes another Temptation, either to 
the neglect of ſome Duty, or to the refuſal of more 
Light; and commonly that whereby Men fall off 


utterly from God, is not that wherewith they are 


firſt entangled. And this may briefly ſuffice for the 
third Progreſſive Adt of the Deceit of Sin. It obtains 
the Wills Conſent unto its CARON and by this 
in the Heart, 
which very little leſs defile the Soul, or cauſe it to 
contract very little lels Guilt, than if they were 
actually committed. 
 UxTo what hath been ſpoken concerning the 
deceitfulneſs of Indevelling- Sin in general, which great- 
ly evidenceth its Power and Efficacy, I ſhall add as a 
cloſe of this Diſcourſe, one or two particular Ways 
of its deccitſul Actings, conſiſting in Advantages that 
it maketh uſe of, and Means of relieving it ſelf againſt 
that Diſquifition which is made after it by the Word 
and Spirit for its Ruin. One Head only of each fort 
we ſhall here name | 
Fir, Ir makes great Advantage of the Darkneſs 
of the Mind, io work out its Deſign and Intend- 
ments. The Shudes of Mind totally dark, that is, 
devoid utterly of taviny Grace, are the proper Work- 
ing-place of Sin. Hence the Effects of it are called, 
the Works of Darknejs, Eph. 5. 11. Rom. 13. 12. as 


by t clp of it. The working of Luſt under the 


| Covert of a dark Mind, is (as it were) the upper 


Region of Hell; for it lies at the next Door to it 
for Filth, Horror, and Confuſion. Now there is a 


but 


| 1 ag from thence. Sin works and brings forth 
8 


Koi we eee ene oel = 


// | Abd Be Ref: 


to conceive Sin. 1 
art, 1 Oor. 13. 12. Though there be in them 


but in 

al A Principle of ſaving Light, the Day-ftar is riten 
in their Hearts; yet all the ſhades of Darkneſs are 
not utterly expelled out of them in this Life. And 


9 


there are two Parts, (as it were) or ee Effects 


of the remaining Darkneſs that is in Believers. Fin, 
Tenorance, or a Neſcience of the Will of God, either 
Juris or Facti, of the Rule and Law in general, or 
of the reference of the particular Fact that lies before 
the Mind unto the Law. Secondly, Error and Mil- 
takes, poſitively taking that for Truth which is 
Falſhood, and that for Light which is Darkneſs. 
Now of both theſe doth the Law of Sin make 


great Advantage for the exerting of its Power in the 
Sou ; 


Firf, Is there a remaining Ignorance of any 
thing of the Will of God, Sin will be ſure to make 
uſe of it, and improve it to the uttermoſt. "Though 
Abimelech were not a Believer, yet he was a Perſon 
that had a moral Integrity with him in his Ways and 
Actions; he declares himſelf to have had Ho, in a 
ſolemn appeal to God, the ſearcher of all Hearts, 
even in that wherein he miſcarried, Gen. xx. 5, 
But being Ignorant that Fornication was a Sin, or io 
great a din, as that it became not a morally honeſt 


Man to defile himſelf with it, Luſt hurries him in» 


to that Intention of Evil in reference unto Sarah, 
as we have it there related. God complains that 
his People periſhed for lack of Knowledge, Hoſea 4. 6. 


Being Ignorant of the Mind and Will of God, they 


ra{ſh'd into Evil at every command of the Law of 
Sin. Be it as to any Duty to be performed, or as to 
any Sin to be committed, if there be in it Darkneſs 
or Ignorance of the Mind about them, Sin will not 
loſe its Advantage. Many a Man being Ignorant 
of the Duty incumbent on him for the Iuitruction of 


his Family, calting the Whole weight of it _ : 
Din 


the publick Teaching, is by the deceitfulneſs of 

brought into an habitual Sloth and Negligence of 

Duty. So much Fee of the Will of G 

Duty, fo much Advantage is given to the Law of 
Sin. 
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„ „ The Power of Sin in the Will 

Sin. And hence we may ſee what is that true 
Knowledge which with God is acceptable ; how 
exactly doth many a poor Soul, who is low as to 
notional Knowledge, yet walk with God. It ſeems 
they know ſo much, as Sin hath not on that ac- 


\ count much Advantage againſt them; when others 


High in their Notions, give Advantage to their 


Luſts, even by their Ignorance, though they know 


1 ö it not. 


\ Secondly, ER R Oo R is a worſe Part or Effect of 


the Minds Darkneſs, and gives great Advantage to 
the Law of Sin. There 1s ap ot. Ignorance in every 
Error, but there is not Error in Ignorance, and 
j ſo they may be diſtinguiſned. I ſhall need to ex- 
emplifie this but with one Conſideration, and that 
is, Of Men, who being zealous for ſome Error, da 
| Teck to — and perſecute the Truth. Indwel- 
eſires no greater advantage. How will 

it every Day, cvery Hour pour forth Wrath, Re- 
; vilings, hard Speeches; breathe Revenge, Murther, 
Deſolation, under the name perhaps of Zeal. On 
[ this account we may ſee poor Creatures pleaſing 
/ themſelves every Day, as it they vaunted in their 
; Excellency, when ghey are foaming out their 
own Shame. Under their real Darkneſs and pre- 
" tended Zeal, Sin fits ſecurely and fills Pulpits, 
Houſes, Prayers, Streets, with as bitter Fruits of 
Envy,. Malice, Wrath, Hatred, evil Surmiſes, falſe 
Speakings, as full as they can hold. The common 
Iiſue with ſuch poor Creatures, is, The holy bleſſed 
meek Spirit of God - withdraws from them, and 
leaves them viſibly and openly to that evil, fro- 
ward, wrathful, worldly Spirit, which the Law of 
Sin hath cheriſhed and heightned in them. Sin 
dwells not any where more ſecure, than in ſuch a 
Frame. Thus, I fay, it lays hold in icular of 
Advantages to practile upon, with its itfulneſs, 
and therein alſo to exert its Power in the Soul, 
whereof this ſingle Inſtance of its improving the 
ro, of the Mind unto its own Ends, is a ſuf- 
'hctent Evidence. 8 
Scconaly, 
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| Secondly, Ir uſeth Means of relieving it ſelf a 
ainſt the. purſuit that is made after it in the Heart, | 

y the Word and Spirit of Grace. One alſo of its. I 
Wiles, in the way of Inſtance, I ſhall name in this 

kind, and that is the Alleviation of its ou Guilt. It FY 
leads for it ſelf, that it is not ſo bad, ſo filthy, ſo 

Fatal as is pretended 3 and this Courſe of Extenuati- 0 
on it proceeds in two Ways. Firſt, Abhſolutely; man — 
ſecret Pleas it will have, that the evil which it —__ 

unto is not ſo pernicious as Conſcience is perſwaded * 

that it is, it may be ventured on without Ruin. | 
Theſe Conſiderations it will ſtrongly urge, when 

it is at work in a way of Surprizal, when the Soul | 
hath no Leiſure or Liberty to weigh its Sus eſtions 

in the Balance of the Sanctuary, and not ſeldom is 
the Will impoſed on hereby, and Advantages got- 

ten to ſhift it ſelf from under the Sword of the 

Spirit. It is not ſuch, but that it may be let alone, 

or ſuffered to die of it ſelf, which probably within F 

a while it will do; no need of that 9 which 

in Mortification is to be offered; it is time enough 
to deal With a Matter of no greater Importance here- 
after; With other Pleas like thoſe before mentioned. 
Secondly, Comparatively, and this is a large Field for 
its Deceit and Subtilty to lurk in. Though it is an 

evil indeed to be relinquiſhed, and the Soul is to be ; 


made watchful againſt it; yet it is not of that Mag- 
nitude and Degree, as we may fee in the Lives of 
others, even Saints of God, much Jeſs ſuch as fome + 
Saints of old have fallen into. By theſe and the like 
Pretences, I ſay, it ſeeks to evade and keep its abode 
in the Soul, when purſued to Deſtruction. And how 
1 Portion of its deceitfulneſs is it that we have 
eclared. 


Ni Fides to conceived Sin. 


* 1 —_ a6 


Several ways "whereby the bringing forth of conceives 
Sin is obftrufted. * 


we ſhall take occaſion from what hath been de- 
livered, to divert unto one Conſideration that offers 
it ſelf from that Scripture, which was made the Bot- 
tom and Foundation of our Diſcourſe of the general 
weceitfulneſs of Sin; namely, James 1. 14. The 
Apoſtle tells us, that Luft tonceibing, brings forth Sin; 
ſeeming to intimate, that look what Sin is conceived, 
that alſo is brought forth. Now placing the Con- 
ception of Sin, as we have done, in the Conſent 0 
the Will unto it, and reckoning, as we ought, the 
bringing forth of Sin to conſiſt in its actual Com- 
miſſion, we know that theſe do not neceſſarily follow 
one another. 'There is a World of Sin conceived in 
the Womb of the Wills and Hearts of Men, that is 
never brought forth. Our preſent Buſineſs then ſhall 
5 to enquire whence that comes to paſs. I anſwer 
then; 8 


i 


7 


nor the Law of it. What it conceives, it would 
bring forth; and that it doth not, is for the mo 


15 


nothing wanting on Sins part, that 3 conceived 
b 


hw. * 
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Errors we proceed to the remaining Evidences 
- of the Power and Efficacy of the Law of Sin, 


Hirt, Tar this is not fo, is no thanks to Sin 


rt but a ſmall abatement of its guilt. / A determi 
date Mill of actual ſinning, is actual Sin. There is 


Sin is not actually accompliſhed. The Obſtacle anc 
Prevention lies - on another hand. 

Secondly, THERE are two Things that are .ne- 
ceſſary in the Creature that hath ' conceived Sin, for 
the, bringing of it forth. Firlt, *Pozver.. Secondly, 
Continuance in the Will of ſinning, until it be per- 
petrated and committed. Where theſe two are, 

Sin will unavoidably enſue. It is evident 
. | therefore 


* 


therefore, That that which hinders conceived Sin front 
being brought forth, muſk affect either the Power, or 
the WII of the Sinner. This muſt be from God. 
And he hath two Ways of doing it. Firff, By his 
Providence, whereby he obſtructs the Power of ſinning. 
Secondly, By his Grace, whereby he diverts or 
changes the Will of ſinning. I do not mention theſe 
ways of God's Diſpenſations thus diſtinctly, as though 
the one of them were always without the other: 
for there is much of Grace in Proving Admi- 
niſtrations, and much of the Wiſdom of Provi- 
dence ſeen in the oy, r of Grace. But 
I place them in this Diſtinction, becanſe they 
appear molt eminent therein. Providence in out- 
ward Acts, reſpecting the Power of the Creature, 


Grace. common or 15 cial in internal . 


„ re- 
WT ing his Will. nd we ſhall begin with the 
rf 


Firſt, Wu Sin is conceived, the Lord ob- 
ſtructs its Production by his Providence in taking 
away, or taking ſhort that Pozver which is abſo- 
lately neceſſary for its bringing forth or accom- 
pliſhment. As, 2 | | 

Firſt, Li k is the Foundation of all Power, the 
Principle of Operation. When that ceaſeth, all 
Power ceaſeth with it. Even God himſelf, to 
evince the everlaſting Stability of his own Power, 
gives himſelf the Title of the Living God. Now he 
frequently obviates the Power of exerting Sin 
actually, by cutting ſhort and taking away the 
Lives of them that have (conceived it. Thus he 
dealt with the Army of Senacherib, when according 
as he had purpoſed, ſo he threatned that the Lord 
ſbould not atliver Jerafalem out of his Hand, 2 Kings 
18. 35. God threatens to cut thort his Pozer, that 
he ſhould not excute his Intendment, Chap. 19. 28 
which he performs accordingly, by taking awa 
the Lives of his Soldiers, verſe 35. without whom it 
was impoſſible that his contelved Sin ſhould be 
brought. forth. This providential Diſpenſation in 
the Obſtruction of conceived Sins, ' Myjes ang 


OHñructiont iden to conceived din. 


l f is 2 ae oe” 
ww 


mn Tets forth 


long ſoever a wicked Man lives, yet he dies jadicialiy, 


Milli given to conceived Sin. 
in the Caſe of Pharaob, Exod. xv. 9, 10. 
The Enemy faid, I will purſue, I will overtake, I 
« will divide the Spoil; my Luſts ſhall be fatisfied 
© upon them: I will draw my Sword, my Hand 
© ſhall deſtroy them. Thou didſt blow with thy 
© Wind, the Sea covered them, they ſank as Lead in 
© the mighty Waters. Sins Conception is fully ex- 
weſlſed, and as full a Prevention is annexed unto it. 
In like manner he dealt with the Companies of 
Fifties and their Captains, who came to apprehend 
lijah; 2 Kings 1. 10, 11. Fire came down from 
Heaven and conſumed them, when they were ready 
to have taken him. And ſundry other Inſtances of 
the like nature might be recorded. That which is 
of univerſal Concernment, we have in that great pro- 
Vidential Alteration, which put a Period to the Lives 
of Men. Men living Hundreds of Years, had a long 
Seaſon to bring forth the Sins they had conceived 3 
thereupon the Earth was filled with Violence, In- 
Juſtice, and Rapine, and all Flt corrupted their ways, 
Gen. 0. 12, 13. To prevent the like Inundation of 
Sin, God ſhortens the Courſe of the Pilgrimage of 
Men in the Earth, and reduces their Lives to a much 
ſhorter Meaſure. Befides this — Law, God daily 
thus cuts off Perſons, who had conceived much Mit- 
chief and Violence in their Hearts, and prevents the 
Execution of it. n and deceitful Men do not 
live out half their Days. They have yet much work 
to do, might they have but ſpace given them to 
execute the bloody and ſinful Purpoſes of their Minds. 
The Eſaliniſi tells us, Plal. 146. 4. In the Day that 
the Breath of Man goeth forth, his Thoughts periſp : 
He had many Contrivances about Sin, but now tt * 
are all cut off. So alſo, Ecclef. 8. 12, 13. Thoug 
© a Sinner do evil an hundred times, and his * 


be prolonged; yet ſurcly I know that it ſhall 


well with them that tcar God, which fear before 
© him. But it ſhall not be well with the wicked, 
neither ſhall he prolong his Days, which are as a 
© ſhadow ; becauſe he teareth not' before God. How 
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id ſhall not abide to do the evil he hid conceived. 

Bur now ſeeing we have granted, that even Be- 
Revers themſelves may conceive Sin through the power 
and the deceitfulneſs of it, it thay be enquired, whe- 
ther God ever thus ebviates its Production and Ac- 
compliſhment in them, by cutting off and taking away 
their Lives? as that they ſhall not be able to per- 
form it? I ànſwer, 3 ; 
Hi, TRAT God doth not judiciall cut off and 
take away the Life of any of his, for this End and 
Purpoſe, that he may thereby prevent the Execution, 
er bringing forth of any particular Sin that he had 
conceived, and which without that taking away he 

would have perpetrated. For, „ 
Be Tr1s is directly contrary to the very de- 
elared End of the Patience of God towards them, 
2 Pet. 3. 9. This is the very End of the Long: ſa fering 
of God towards Believers, that before they depart 
hence, they may come to the Senſe, Acknowledgment, 
and Repentance of every known Sin. This is the 
conſtant and unchangeable Rule of God's Patience 
in the Covenant of Grace; which is fo far from 
wo". Ho them an Encouragement unto Sin; that it 
is a Motive to univerſal Watchfulneſs againſt it, of the 


' fame nature with all Goſpel-Grace, and of Merc 


in the Blood of Chriſt. Now this Diſpenſation where- 
of we ſpeak, would ly in a aireef Contradiction 


Secondly, T nts alſo flows from the former, that 
whereas conceived Sin contains the whole Nature of it, 
as our Saviour at large declires, Matth. 5. And to be 
cut off under the Guilt of it, to prevent its further 
Progreſs, argues a continuance in the Purpoſe. of it 
without Repentance; it cannot be but they muſt 
9 4 for ever, who are fo judicially cut off. But 

od deals' not ſo with his, he caſts not off the Peo- 
ple whom he did fore-know. And thence David 
prays for the Patience of God, before-mentioned, that 
it might not be ſo with him, Pfal. 39 13. O ſpare 
me, that I may recover ſtrength, before I go bence, and 
be ne more. But yet, | | 

| | Second, 


1 
* 


3 
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FSecondiy, TE REH are ſome Caſes wherein God, 
may, and doth take, away the Lives of bis oon, io 
prevent the Guilt that otherwiſe they would be 
,nvolved in: As, | | 151 

Hirt. Tx the coming of ſome great Temptation 
and Trial upon the World. Go 2 ving that 
fuch and ſuch of his would not be able to with- 


; fland it, and hold out azainſt it, but. would dif-- 
22 him, and defile themfelves, he may, and 
doubtleſs often doth take them -out of the World, to 
take them out of the way oe it, Ia. 57. 1. The 
4 4 1 2 ; 


evil to come; Not 


nidhtecus is taken 1 from tb Not 
ment, and Judgment, but the 


only the evil of Puniſ 


cvil of Temptations and Trials, which oftentimes, 
praves much the worſe of the two. Thus 2 C 

tain in War will call off a Soldier from his; Watch 
and Guard, when he knows that he is not able, through 


— 


; 
' 
: 
£ 


not knowing of his 


ſome Infirmity, to bear the Streſs and Force of the 
Enemy that is coming upon him., : 1 
Secondly, I& cale of their Engagement into any 
way not acceptable to him, through Ignorance, . or 
| Mind and Will. 1 his ſeems to 

have been the Caſe of Fofah. And doubtleſs the Lord 
doth vftentimes thus proceed With his. When any 
of bi own are engaged in ways that pleaſe him not, 


through the Darkneſs and Ignorance of their Minds, 


that they may not proceed to further Evil or Miſ- 
chief, he calls them off from their Station and Em- 
Aoyment, and takes them to himſelf, where they 
err and miſtake no RE: + But in ordinary 
Cafes, God hath other ways of diverting his. 2 | 
from Sin, than by killing of them, as we ſhall ſes 


afterwards. 


Secondly, G o p providentially hinders the bringing 


forth of conceived Sin, by taking away, and cutting 


; ſhort the Power of them that had comceived it; ſo that. 


though their Lives continue, they ſhall not have that, 
Porver, without which it is impoſſible for them to 
exrcute what they had intended, or to bring forth | 


what they had conceived. Hereof alſo we have 


ſundry ' Inflances. Thus was the Caſe with the Build- 
5 e. 
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* ers of Babel, Gen. 11. Whatever it were in particu- : 
hr that they aimed at, it was in the purſuit of a 
a Deſizn of Apoſtaſie from God. One thing requiſite 
to the accom 5 what they aimed at, was the 

a 


L Oneneſs of their Language; fo God fays, verſe 6. 
t They have all one Language, and this they begin 
8 * to do, and now nothing will be reſtrained from 
_— them that they have imagined to do. In an ordi- ; 
4 nary way they will accompliſh their wicked Deſign. 4 
0 What Courſe doth God now take to obviate their 
£ conceived Sin? Doth he bring a Flood upon them 
Mt to deſtroy them, as in the old World ſometime be- 
e fore? Doth he ſend his Angel to cut them off, like 
3, the Army of Senacherib afterwards ? Doth he by any 
5 Means take away their Lives? No, their Lives are 
h. continued, but he confounds their Language, fo that 
h they cannot go on with their Work, verſe 7. Takes 
ie | away that wherein their Power conſiſted. In Ike 
manner did he proceed with the Sodomites, Gen. 19. 
y 11. They were engaged in, and ſet upon the pur- 
or ſuit of their filthy -Luſts. God ſmites them witk 
to Blindneſs, ſo that they could not find the Door where 
rd they thought to have uſed Violence for the compaſling 
wW of their Ends; their Lives were continued, and their 
't, - Will of finning; but their Power is cut ſhort and 
ds, abridged. His dealing Ye eroboam, 1 Kings 13. 4. 
i . was of the ſame nature. ' He /tretched out his Hand to 


8 5 hold of the Prophet, and it withered and became 
uſeleſs. And this is an eminent way of the effectual 
ry -- Acting of God's Providence in the World, for the 
vn ſtopping of that Inundation of Sin, which would 
ſes overflow all the Earth, were every Womb of it 
0 opened. He cuts Men ſhort of their mora/ Power, 
ing whereby they ſliould effect it. Many a wretch that 
ing hath conceived Miſchief againſt the Church of God, 
hat, I hath by this Means been diveſted of his Power, 
hat whereby he thought to accompliſh it. Some have 
to their Bodies ſmitten with Diſeaſes, that they can no 
4 more ſerve yo _ ak accompany 3 a. * 
ve rpetrating of Folly. Some are deprived of the In- 
og” — | hereby” * would work. There — 
L 2 
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been for many Days, Sin and Miſchief enough con- 
ceived, to root out the Generation of the Righteous 
from the Face of the 2 had Men Strength and 
Ability to their Will, did not God cut off and 
ſnorten their Power, and the Days of their Preva- 
lency. Pfal. 64. 6. They ſearch out Iniquities, they ac- 
compliſb a >) A ſearch: both the imward Thought of 
every one of them, and the Heart is deep. All things 
are in a readineſs, the Deſign is well laid, their Coun- 


ſels are deep and ſecret. What now ſhall hinder 


them from doing whatever they have imagined tj 
do? Verſe Fa 8. But God fhall ſhoot at them with an 
Arrow, ſuddenly eee they be wounded. So they [hail 
male their own Tongue M fall upon themſelves.' God 
meets with them, brings them down, that they ſhall 
not be able to accompliſh their Deſign. And this 
way of God's preventing Sin, ſeems to be at leaſt 


ordinarily, peculiar to the Men of the World God 
deals thus with them every Day, and leaves them 
10 pine away in their Sins. They go all their Days 


big with the Iniquity they have. conceived, and. are 


really burdened that they cannot be delivered of it. 
e 


rophet tells us, that they practiſe Iniquity that 
they bad — becauſe. it * the 3 * their 


hand, Micah 2. 1. If They, Java pores for it, they 
„20 


will accompliſh it, Ezek. 22. their Potuer they 
fed Blood. This is the Meaſure of their ſinning, 
even their Power. They do many of them, no more 
Evil, they commit no more, Sm than they can. 


Their whole Reſtraint lies in being cut. ſhort in 


Power, in one kind or another. Their Bodies will 
not ſerve them for their contrived Uncleanneſſes; 
nor their Hands for their Revenge and: Rapine, nor 
their Inſtruments for Perſecution ; but they go bur- 


dened with conceived Sin, and are diſquieted and 


tortured by it all their Days. And hence they be- 
come in themſelves, as well as unto others, a troubled 


| Seca that cannot reft, If. 57. 20. 


Ir may be alſo in ſome Caſes, under ſome violent 
Temptations, or in Miſtakes, God may thus obvi- 
ate the Accompliſkment of conceived Sin in his * 

+ 5 \n 
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neſs that the 


them to conſider their Condition, 
are doing, and ſo conſumes Sin in the Womb, by the 
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And there ſeems to be an Inſtance of it in his deal- 
ing with Fehoſpaphat, who had deſigned * the 
ind of God to joyn in Affinity with Ahav, and to 
ſend his Ships with him to TarſhiÞ; but God 
breaks his Ships by a Wind, that he could not 
accompliſh what he had deſigned. But in God's 
dealing with his in this way, there is a differ- 
_-w from the fame Diſpenſition towards others; 
or, ; 
Firſt, IT is fo only in Caſes of extraordinary Tems- 
tation. When through the Violence of Temptation, 
and Craft of Satan, they are hurried from under 
the Conduct of the Law of Grace, God one way 
or other takes away their Power, or may do ſo, 


| that they ſhall not be able to execute what the 
had *r But this is an ordinary way of deal- 


ing wi 


wicked Men. This Hook of God is upon 
them in the whole Courſe of their Lives; and they 
ſtruggle with it, being as a wild Bull in a Net, 
La 51. 20. God's Net is upon them, and they are 

ed with Fury, _ they cannot do all the wicked- 
would. 

Secondly, Gov doth it not to leave them to 
wreſtle with Sin, and to attempt other ways of its 
Accompliſhment on the failure of that which they 
were engaged in, but by their Diſappointment awakens 
and what they 


ways that ſhall afterwards be inſiſted on. Some 
Mens Deprivation of Power for the committing of 
conceived, contrived Sin, hath been ſanctified to the 
changing of their Hearts from all Dalliances with that, 
or other Sins. | Ks 
Third, Go p providentially hinders the bringing 
forth of conceived Sin, by oppoſing an external 
hindering Power unto Sinners. He leaves them their 
Lives, and leaves them Power. to do what they 
intend, only he raiſeth up an oppoſite Power to 
coerce, forbid, and reſtrain them. An Inſtance here- 
of we have, 1 Sam. 14. 45 Saul had ſworn that 
Fonathan ſhould be put to Death, and as far as ap- 
L3 Pcars 
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Mount Sion, to judge 
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pews went on reſolutely to have ſlain him; God 
irs up the Spirit of the People, they 4,5 them- 
ſelves to the Wrath and Fury of Saul, and Jonathan 
is delivered. So alſo, 2 CHhron. 26. 17. 18, 19. 
hen King Uzziah would have in his own Per- 
on offered Incenſe contrary to the Law, Erghiy 
Men of the Prigſts reliſted him, and drove him out 
of the Temple, And to this Head are to be re- 
ferred all the Aſſiſtances which God ftirreth up for 
Deliverance of his People, againſt the Fury of Per- 
ſecutors. He raiſeth 75 Sat'iours or Deliverers on 
the Mount of Edom; So Rev. 
12. 16. The Dragon, and thoſe h under him, 
ney by him, were in a furious Endeavour for 
the Deſtruction of the Church; God ſtirs wp the 
Earth to her Aſſiſtance, even Men of the World, 
not engaged with others. in the Deſign of Satan, 
and by their Oppolition hinders them from- the 
Execution of their defigned Rage, Of this nature, 
ſeems to be that dealing of God with his own 
People, Heſca 2. 6, 7. They were in the purſuir 
of their Iniquities, following after their Lovers; 
God leaves them for a while to act in the Folly 
of their Spirits, but he ſets a Hedge, and a Hall be- 
fore them, that they ſhall not be able to fulfil their 
Deſigns and Luſts. 


Haurtlh. Go obviates the Accompliſhment of 
conceived Sin, by removing, or takmg away the 


Oljects on whom, or about whom, the Sin conceived 
was to be committed, Ads 12. 11. vields us a fig- 
nal Inſtance of this Iſſue of Providence: When 
the Day was coming wherein Hersd thought to 
have ſlain Peter, who was ſhut up in Priſon, God 
ſends and takes him away from their , Rage and 
lying in wait. So alſo was our Sari9ur himſelf 
taken away from the murderous Rage of the TFeeve 
before his Hour was come, Jen 8. 59. Chap. 10. 39. 
Both Primitive and latter Times are full of Stories to 
this purpoſe: Priſon-doors have been opened, and 
poor Creatures appointed to die have been frequently 


| reſcued from the Jaws ot Death.” In the bt 
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| ſelf, amongſt the Men thereof, Adulterers and Adul” 
tereſſes, the Sin of the one is often hindered and 


3 ſtifled by the taking away of the other. So Wire; 
: were given to the Woman ta carry her into the Wil- 
* derneſs, and to diſappoint. the World in the Execur 
hiy tion of their Rage, BY: 12. 14 1 
re | Fifthhy, Gon doth this by ſome eminent Diver- _ 
hi ion, of the Thoughts of Men who had © conceived 
63 Sin; Gen. 37. 24. The Brethren of Feſepb caſt him 
You into a Pit, with an intent to famith , him there; 
xM whilſt they were, as it ſeems, pleaſing themſelves 
Fo with what they had done, God orders a Company 
ly of Merchants to. come by; and diverts their 'Thoughts 
* with that new Object from the Killing, to the ſelling 
thts of their Brother, ver/e 26, 27. And how far therein 
na, © they were ſubſervient to the infinitely wiſe - Counſel 
tn. of God, we know. Thus alſo when Saul was in the 
22" purſuit of David, and was even ready to prevail 
ER againſt him to his Deſtruction, God ſtirs up the PH. 
—_—_ tines to Invade the Land, which both diverted his | 
2 houghts, and drew the Courſe of his Actings ano- | 
ure ther way, 1 Sam. 23. 27. | 
mn = Ax p thele are Jome of the Ways whereby God is 
bo | Pleaſed to hinder the bringing forth of conceived Sin, 
ne — oppoſing himſelf and his Providence to the Poroer \ 
| o the ſinning Creature. And we may a little in our 
wy; aſſage, take a brief View of the great Advantages 
8 to Faith, and the Church of God, which inay be 
ved found in this Matter. As, | 
fie Firſt, Tuis _ give us a little Inſight into the 
* ever to be adored Providence of God, by thele and 
to dhe like Ways in great Variety obſtructing the break- 
3 ing forth of Sin in the World. It is he who makes 
wg” | thoſe Dams, and ſhuts up thoſe Flood-gates of cor- 
Molf . rupted Nature, that it ſhall not break forth in a De- 
Wiki luge of filthy Abominations, to overwhelm the Crea- 
tion with Confuſion and Diſorder. As it was of old, 
i} ſo it is at this Day; Evnery' Thought and Imagination 
3 of the Heart of Man 1s evil, and that continually. 
a That all the Earth is not in all Places filled with 
g J Violence, as it was of old, is meerly from the mighty 
; OE I Hand 


of Sin. From hence alone it is, that the High-ways, 
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Hand of God working effectually for the obſtructing 


Streets and Fields, are not all filled with Vi 


ks 
Blood, Rapine, Uncleanneſs, and every Villany tha 
the Heart of Man can conceive. O the infinite Beau- 


ty of Divine Wiſdom and Providence in the Go- 


vernment of the World! For the Conſervation of it 


| aſks daily no leſs Power and Wiſdom, than the firlt- 
making of it did require. | 


Secondly, Ir we will look to our own Concern- 


ments, they will in a ſpecial Manner inforce us to 


adore the Wiſdom and Efficacy of the Providence 
of God, in ſtopping the Progreſs of conceived Sin. 
That we are at peace in our Houſes, at reſt in our 
Beds, that we have any quiet in our Enjoyments, is 


from hence alone: Whoſe Perſon would not be de- 


filed, or deſtroyed? Whoſe Habitation would not be 


ruined? Whole Blood almoſt would not be ſhed, 
if wicked Men had Power to perpetrate all their con- 
ceived Sin? It may be the Ruin of ſome of us hath 
teen conceived a thouſand Times. We are behold- 
ing to this Providence of cbitruftting Sin, for our 


Lives, our Families, our Eſtates, our Liberties, for 


w hatloever is, or may be dear unto us. For may 
we not ſay lometimes with the FEſaſmiſt, Pal. 57. 4. 
Ny Soul is among Lions, and I lie even among them 
that are jet on Fire, even the Sons of Men, whoſe 
Treth are Spears and Arruws, and their Tongue a ſharp 
Sword. And how is the Deliverance of Men con- 
trived from juch Perſons? Pal. 58. 6. God breaks 
their Yeeth in their Muuths, even the great Teeth of the 
yeung Lions, He keeps this Fire trom burning, or 
uencheth it when it is ready to break out into a 
Thame. He breaks their Spears and Arrows, ſo that 
{on etimes we are not ſo much as wounded by them; 
Some he cuts off and deſtroys, ſome he cuts ſhort 
in their Power, ſome he deptives of the Inſtruments 
whereby alone they can work; ſome. he prevents 


- of their deſired Opportunities, or diverts by other 


Cbiceis for their Luits, and oftentimes cauſeth them 
tg ipend them among themſelves, ong u pon . 
N | | £ 0 
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And with the Prophet, Hoſea 14. 9. 
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We may fay therefore with the P/a/mift, Pal. civ. 24. 
Lora, 

Os mak them all: the Earth is full of thy Riches. 

Wha is wiſe, 


and he ſpall underſtand theſe things ? prudent, and be 


ſhall know them? all the Ways of the Lerd are right, 


and the 2 ſhall wall in them ; but the Tranſereſſors 
foal fa therein. 5 1 
irdl, Ir theſe and the like are the Ways where- 
by God obviates the bringing forth of conceived Sin 
in wicked Men, we may learn hence how miſer- 
able their Condition is, and in what perpetual Tor- 
ment for the moſt 2 ſpend their Days: They 
are like a froubled Sea, ſaith the Lord, that cannot 


them, the Will of ſinning is not taken away: They 


have a Womb of Sin, that is able to far Mon- 
ſters every Moment. Yea, for the molt Ju they 
* 


are forging and framing Folly all the long: 
One Luſt or other they are contriving how to ſatis- 
fie; they are either devouring by | 
venge, or vitiating by Uncleanneſs, or trampling on 


, by Ambition, or ſwallowing down by Covetouſneſs 
2 


that ſtand before them. Many of their Follies and 
Miſchiefs they bring to the very Birth, and are in 
Pain to be delivered; but God every Day fills them 
with Diſappointment, and ſours up the Wan of Sin. 
Some are filled with Hatred of God's People all 
their Days, and never once have an O N to 
exerciſe it. So David deſcribes them, Pit 59. 6, 7. 
They return at Evening: they make a Noije like 4 
Dog, and go round about the C in. They go up and 
doꝛon, and belch out toith their Months : Sam, are 
in their Lips; And yet are not able to accompliſh 
their Deſigns: What torture do ſuch poor Creatures 
live in? Envy, Malice, Wrath, Revenge, devour 
their Hearts by not getting vent. And when God 
hath exerciſed the other Acts of his wiſe Providence 
in cutting ſhort their Power, or oppoling a 5 


reater 
OWer 


how manifold are thy Works! in Wiſdom haſt 


hee a — 


eſt. As they endeavour that others may have no 
| Peace, fo it is certain, that themſelves have not any; 
the Principle of Sin is not impaired nor weakned in 


alice and Re- 


* 
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Power to them, when nothing elſe will do, he cuts 


them off in their Sins, and to the Grave they go 
full of Purpoſes of Iniquity, Others are no leſs hur- 
ried and diverted» by the Power of other Luſts, 


; which they are not able to fatisfie: This is the fore 
travail they are exerciſed with, all their Days. It 
they accompliſh their Deſigns, they are more wicked 


and helliſh than before; and if they do not, they 


, are filled with Vexation and Diſcontentment. This 
is the Portion of them who know not the Lord, 


nor the Power of his Grace. Envy not their Con- 
dition, notwithſtanding their outward glitterin 


Sheu/, their Hearts are full of Anxiety, Trouble an 


Sorrow. : | 
Fourthly, Do we ſee ſometimes the Flood-gates 


of Mens Luſts and Rage ſet open againſt the Church, 85 


and Intereſt of it, and doth revalency attend them, 
and, Power is for a Scaſon on their Sid 


and effectual Ways for the /ifling of their Conceptions, 
to give them dry Breaſts, and a miſcarrying Womb. 
He can ſtop their Fury when he pleaſeth; Swre/y, 
faith he Pya/mift, the wrath of Man ſhall praije thee: | 
the remainder 4 wrath fhalt thou reſtrain, Yſal. 76. 10. 
When ſo much of their Wrath sis let out, as ſhall 


exalt his-Praiſe, he can when he pleaſeth, ſet up a 


Power greater than the combined Strength of all ſin- 
ning Creatures, and _ reſtrain the Remainder of the 
Wrath that they had conceived. He ſhall cut of the 
Spirit of Princes: he is terrible to the Kings of the 

arth, verie 12. Some he will cut off and deſtroy, 


fome he will terrifie and afright, and prevent the 
Rage of all. He can knock them on the Head, or 
break out their Teeth, or chain up their Wrath. 


and who can oppoie him? 
Fitthly, Taos: who have received Benefit by any 
of the Ways mentioned, may know to whom they 
owe their Pieicrvation, and not look on it as a com- 
mon thing. When you have conceited Sin, hath God 
weakned your Power for Sin, or denied you Oppor- 
tunity, or took away the Object of your Luſts, or 
| diverted 


e, let not the 
Saints of God deſpond. He hath unſpeakably various 
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erted your Thoughts by new Providences, know 
40 uredl That you got 7 received Mercy thereby. 
Though God deal not theſe Providences always m a 


ſubſerviency to the Covenant of Grace, yet there is 
always Mercy in them, always a Call in them to con- 


ſider the Author of them. Had not God thus dealt 


with you, it may be this Day you had been a Ter. 


ror to your ſelves, a Shame to your Relations, and 


under the Puniſhment due to ſome notorious Sins | 


which you had conceived. Beſides, there is common- 


ly an additional Guilt in Sin brought forth, above 


What is in the meer Conception of it. It may be 
others would have been ruined by it here, or drawn 
into a Partnerſhip in Sin by it, and ſo have bee 
eternally ruined by it, all Which are prevented by 
theſe Providences, and Eternity will witneſs, that 
there is a Singularity of Mercy in them. Do not 
look then on any ſuch things as common Accidents, 
the Hand of God is in them all; and that a mer- 
ciful Hand, if not deſpiſed: If it be, yet God doth 
good to others by it, the World is the better, and you 
are not ſo wicked as you would be. 985 
Sixthly, WE may allo ſee hence the great Uſe of 
Magiſtracy in the World, that great Appointment of 
God. Amongſt other things, it is peculiarly ſubſer- 
vient to this holy Providence, in obſtructing the 
bringing forth of conceived Sin; namely, By the Ter- 
ror of him that bears the Sword. God fixes that on 


the Hearts of evil Men which he exprefſeth, Rm. 


13. 4. If thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for 
the ower beareth not the Sword in vain: for he is 
the Miniſter of God, a revenger to execute Wrath on 
them that do evil. God fixes this on the Hearts of 
Men, and by the Dread and Terror of it c/o/eth the 
Womb of Sin, that it ſhall not bring forth. When 
there was zo King in Iſrael, none to put to Rebuke, 
and none of whom evil Men were afraid, there 
Was woful work and havock amongſt the Children 
of Men made in the World, as we may, ſee in the 
laſt Chapters of the Book of Judges. The greateſt 
Mercies and Bleflings that in this World we are 


made 


5 
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made partakers of, next to them of the Galpdl 
and Covenant of Grace, come to us through this 
Channel and Conduit. And indeed, this whereof we 
have been ſpeaking, is the proper work of Magi- 
frag, namely, To be ſubſervient to the Providence 
of God, in obſtrufting the bringing forth of con- 
ceived Sin. | | | 
Tus E then are ſome of the Ways whereby God 
providentially prevents the bringing F rring of Sin, by 
oppoſing Obſtacles to the Power of the Sinner. | 
by them Sin is not conſumed, but ſhut up in the 
Womb. Men are not burthened for it, but 22th it; 
not laden in their Hearts and Conſciences with its 
Guilt, but perplexed with its Power, which they 
are not able to exert and fatisfie. | 
THE way that yet remains for Conſideration 
whereby God obviates the Production of conceived 
Sin, is his working on the Will of the Sinners, ſo 
making Sin to conſume away in the Womb. 
THERE are two Ways in general, whereby God 
thus prevents the bringing forth of conceived Sin, 
b * * on the Will of the Sinner; and they are. 
Firſt, By Keſtraining Grace: Secondly, By Renewing 
- Grace. He doth it ſometimes the one way, ſome- 
times the other. The firſt of theſe is common to 
© Regenerate and Unregenerate Perſons, the latter pe- 
cultar to Believers; and God doth it variouſly as to 
articulars by them both. We ſhall begin with the 
ſt of them. | 
Firſt, Gop doth this in the way of Reſtrainin 
Grace, by ſoine Arrow of particular Convittion, fix 
in the Heart and Conſcience of the Sinner, in rete- 
rence. unto the particular Sin which he had con- 
ceived. This ſtaggers and changes the Mind, as 
to the particular intended, cauſech the Hands to 
hang down, and the Weapons of Luſt to fall out of 
them. Hereby conceived Sin proves abortive. How . 
God doth this Work, by what immediate Touches, 
Strokes, Blows, Rebukes of his Spirit; by what Rea- 
ſoningz, Arguments, and Commotions of Mens 
own Conſciences, is not for us throughly to find 
| | GUT. 
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wut: It is done, as was faid, in fm [ms Variety, 
and the Works of God are paſt finding out. But as 


ol to what Light may be given unto it from Seri 

15 ture Inſtances, after we have manifeſted the gene- 

e ; 2 way of God's Procedure, it ſha nſiſt- 
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LY Tavs then God dealt in the Caſe of Eſau and 

* * Eſau had long conceived his Brothers Death, | 
e comforted himſelf with the Thoughts of it, and | 


d Reſolutions about it, Gez. 27. 41. As is the manner 
* of profligate Sinners. Upon his firſt Opportunity | 
d he comes forth to execute his intended Rage, an 

e Jacob concludes that he would ſnite the Mother 

2 with the Cbilaren, Gen. 32. 11. An Opportunity is 
ts preſented unto this wicked and profane Perſons 

y to 1 that Sin that had lain in his Heart now 

2 


ceny Years; he hath full Power in his Hand to 
n perform his Purpoſe. In the midft of this Poſture 
of Things, God comes in upon his Heart with omg | 
m1 ſecret and effectual working of his Spirit and 
Power, changeth him from his Purpoſe, cauſeth 
d | his conceived Sin to melt away, that he falls upon 
_ the Neck of him with embraces, whom he thought 
e, to have ſlain. "7 
8 Or the ſame nature, though the way of it was 
2 peculiar, was his dealing with Laban the Syrian, in 
0 reference to the ſame Jacob, Gen. 4˙0 215 B 
e- Dream, a Viſion in the Night, God hinders him 
0 from ſo much as ſpeaking roughly to him. It was 
e with him, as in Micab 2. 1. he had deviſed evil on 
his Bed, and when he thought to have practiſed it 
£ in the Morning, God interpoſed in a Dream, and 
hides Sin from him, as he ſpeaks, Jeb 33- 15, 16, 
e- 17. To the tame purpoſe is that of the P/almift, ' 
* concerning the People of God, Pſal. 106. 46. He 
* made them to tbe pitied of all theſe who carried them 
0 captives. Men wlagally deal in Rigour with thoſe 
of whom they have taken captive in War. It was the 
3 way of old to rule captives with Force and Cruelty. 
EE Huc God turns and changes their Hearts, not in 
a- general unto hinklt, bnt to this particular of Reſpect 
3 x : to 
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to his People. And this way in general, doth God 
| __ 4 the bringing forth of a World 
of Sin en Arrows of Conviction upon the 
Spirits of Men, as to the particular that they are 
engaged in: Their Hearts are not changed as to 
"1 Sin, but their Minds are altered as to this or that 
Sin. They break, it may be, the Veſſel they had 
f faſhioned, and go to work upon ſome other. Now 
that we may a little ſee into the ways whereby God 
. doth accompliſh this Work, we muſt premiſe the 
enſuing Conſiderations. 
Fit, Tuna the general Medium wherein the 
Matter of Reſtraining Grace doth conſiſt, whereb 
God thus prevents the bringing forth .of Sin, doth 
ly in certain Arguments and Reaſonings, preſented 
to the Mind of the Sinner, whereby he is induced to 
deſert his Purpoſe, to change and alter his Mind, 
Nas to the Sin he had conceived. Reaſons againſt it 
are preſented unto him, which prevail ps him 
to i his Deſign, and give over his Pur- 
Ppoſe. This is the general way of the working of 
9 eſtraining Grace, it is by Arguments and Reaſon- 
( _— riſing up againſt the Perpetration of conceiv- 
ed Sin. 
© Secondly, THAT no Arguments or Reaſonings, 
as fuch, materially conſidered, are ſufficient to ftop 
or hinder any Purpoſe of finning, or to cauſe con- 
ceived Sin to prove abortive, if the Sinner have 
Power and Opportunity to bring it forth. - They 
| are not in themſelves, and on their own account 
Reftraining Grace; for if they were, the Adminiſtra- 
| tion and Communication of Grace, as Grace, were 
| left unto every Man who is able to give advice 
| 
| 


_ Sin. Nothing is nor can be called Grace, 
| ugh common, and ſuch as may periſh, but with 
, reſpect unto its peculiar Relation to God. God by 
| the Power of his Spirit, making Arguments and 
Reaſons effectual and prevailing, turns that to be 
Grace; I mean, of this kind, which in it ſelf, and in 
its own nature, was bare Reaſon. And that Efficacy 
of the Spirit, which the Lord puts forth in theſe 


Per- 


99 2 W 2 = dd 


n Ines 


* „„ 


, A 4} Ak AE. AS. xa. cn W 


Haan, I. 1 kill hitvsr they People will tumultuate, 


tion of it. God raiſed this Conſideration in, Rib * ; 
of 
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Perſwaſions and Motive, is that which we call , © 


Reftraining Grace. Theſe: Things being premiſed. * 
we ſhall now conſider {6me of the Arguments which 
we; find that he hath made-uſe of to this End and 
rh: 0 4 -14Þ/- eee gk HE ee ; 
Hy, Go ſtops many Men in their Ways upon 
the Conception of a by gebe vel Jog _ owe: "a 
the Dificulty, it not Impoſſipility vof doing that the; 
aim os They have a Nia unto it, but God ar "RE #:. 
an Hedge and a Wally before them, that they ſhall hy 
judge it to. be ſo hard and difficult to accompliſh» =» _- | 
what they intend, that it is better for them to let 
it alone, and give over. Thus Herod would have O 
put Jobn Bapliſt to Death upon the firſt Provoca- Y 
tion, but he feared the Multitude, becauſe they ac - 
counted him as a' Prophet; Matth. 14. 5 He had > 
conceived his Murder, und was free for che Exeeu- 


he hath a great Party amongſt them, and: Sedition - 

will ariſe that may coſt nie my Life, or Kingdom. 

He feared. the Multitude, and durſt not exebute the 
wickedneſs he had conceived, becauſe of the D, 
feulty he fore-law he ſhould. be entangled withal. . 
And God made the Argument effectual for the 
Seaſon; ſor otherwiſe Wwe know that Men will ven- 
ture the utmolt Hazards: for the ſatisfaction of their 
Luſts; as he allo did afterwards. The Phariſaes were 
in the very ſame State and Condition, Matr. 21. q 
26. They would fain have decried the Minittery of 1 > ? 
Fobn, but duiſt not ſor fear of the People: Ad 
verſe 40. of the ſame Chapter, by the tame Argus ' | +, 
ment were they deterred from Kling our Saniours © _ 1, Þ 
who had highly provoked them by a Parable, ſetting 
out their dcierved and approaching Deſtruction- i 
They durit not do it for fear of 4 Jan among 
the People, fecing they looked on him as 4 Pro: 
phet. Thus God over-awes the Hearis of innumer- 
able Perſons in the World every Day, and cauſeth 
them to deſiſt from attempting to bring forth the 
Sins which they had conceived. Diff cultins hey j 
5 | | 1al 
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ſhall be fure to meet withal; yea, it is likely, if 
they ſhould attempt it, it would prove impoſlible 
for them to accompliſh. i/We owe much of our 
8. in this World, unto the Efficacy given to this 
onſideration in the Hearts of Men by the Holy 
Ghoſt: Adulteries, Rapines, Murders, ' are obviated 
and ſtifled by it. Men. would engage into them 
_—_ but that they judge it impoſſible for them to 
, fulfil what they aim at. | : 
' Secondly, Go n doth it by an Argument taken 
| ab incommodo, from the Inconveniencies, Evils, and 
Troubles that will befall Men in the purſuit of Sin. 
If--they follow it, this or that ee will 
enſue; this Trouble; this Evil, Temporal or Eternal. 
And this Argument, as managed by the Spirit of 
God, is the great Engine in his Hand whereby he 
calts- up Banks, and gives Bounds to the Luits of 
Men, that they break not out to the Confuſion 'of ' 
al] that Order and Beauty which yet remains 0 
the Works of his Hands. Paul gives us the general 
import of this Argument, Rom. 2. 14, 15. Fr when 
the Gentiles -cohich bave, not the Law, do Be the 
things contained in the Law, theſe having not the 
Lam, are 'a' Law, unto themſelves; Which fhew the 
Hunt of the Law written in their /Hearts, their Con- 
ſcience alſa bearing witneſs, and their Thoughts the 
mean while ante, or elſe excuſing one another. If 
any Men in the World may be thought to be given 
up to purſue and fulfil all the Sins that their Luſts 
can conceive, it is thoſe that have not the Law, to 
whom the written Law of God doth not de- 
nounce the evil that attends it. But though they 
have it not, faith the Apoltle, they /hew forth the 
Work of it, they do many things which it requir- 
eth, and forbear or abſtain from many things that 
it forbiddeth, and ſo ſhew forth its Work and Effi- 
eacy. But whence is it that they do ſo? Why 
their Thoughte accuſe or excuſe them. It is from the 
Conſideration and Arguings that they have within 
themſelves about Sin, and its Conjequents, which 
prevail upon them to abltain from many "ow 
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chat their Hearts would carry them out unto. For 

Conjcience is a Man's pr 
ſpect unto the future 

Felix was ſtaggered in his purſuit of Sin, when he 
trembled at Paul's preaching 
Judgment to come, Atts xxiv. 25. 


ejudging of himſelf, with 
udgment of God. 


Thus 


of Righteouſneſs and 


Job tells us, 


that the Conſiderätion of Puniſhment from God, hath 


a ſtrong Influence on the Minds of Men to kee 
them from Sin, Chap. xxxi. 1, 2, 3. How the Lor 


4. 


makes uſe of that Conſideration, even towards his 
own, when they have broken the Cords of his Love, 
and caſt off the Rule of his Grace for 'a Seaſon, 


I have before declared. 
Thirdly, Gov doth this fame work, b. 


making 


effectual an Argument, ab inutili, from the unpro- 


fitableneſs of the thing that Men are e 
By this were the Brethren of 7 
ing him, Gen. xxxvii. 26, 27. 


aged in. 
m ſlay- / 


ofit is it, ſay, 
they, if we ſlay our Brother, and conceal his Blud? 
We ſhall get nothing by it, it will bring in no ad- 


vantage or ſatisfaction unto us. 


And the Heads of 


this way of God's obſtructing conceived Sin, or the 
Springs of theſe kinds of Arguments, are ſo many and 
various, that it is impoſſible to inſiſt particularly upon 
them. There is nothing preſent, or to come, nothing 
belonging to this Life, or another, nothing deſirable, 
or undeſirable, nothing good, or evil, but at one time, 
or another, an Argument may be taken from it for 


the obſtructing of Sin. 


Fourthly, G o v accompliſheth this work, by Argu- 
ments taken, as boneſto, from what is good and honeſt; 
what is comely, praiſe-worthy, and acceptable unto 
himſelf. This is the great Road wherein, he walks 
with the Saints under their Temptations, or in their 


Conceptions of Sin. 


He recovers effectually upon their 


Minds a Conſideration of all thoſe Springs and Mo- 
tives to Obedience, which are diſcovered and pro- 

ſed in the Goſpel, ſome at one time, tome at ano- 
t He minds them of his own Love, Mercy, and 
Kindneſs; his eternal Love, with the Fruits of it, 
whereot chemſelves 1 made Partakers. He 


minds 
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minds them of the B of his Son, his Croſs, Suffer- 
ings, tremenduous Undertaking in the Work of Me- 
diation, and the Concernment of his Heart, Love, 
Honour, Name, in their Obedience. Minds them of 
the Love of the Spirit, with all his Conſolations, which 
they have been made Partakers of, and Priviledges 
wherewith by him they- have been entruſted. Minds 
them of the Goſpe/, the Glory and Beauty of it as 
revealed unto their Souls. Minds them of the Excel- 
lency and Comelineſs of Obedience, of their Perfor- 
mance of that Duty they owe to God, that Peace, 
Quietneſs, and Serenity of Mind that they have en- 
joycd therein. On the other ſide, he minds them of 
being a Provecation by Sin unto the Eyes of his Glory, 
ſaying in their Hearts, Do not that abominable thing 
zohich my Soul hateth. Minds them of their wounding 
the Lord Chriſt, and putting him to ſhame ; of their 
grieving the holy Spirit, whereby they are ſealed to 
the Day of Redemption ; of their nut, dwel- 
ling-Place. Minds them of the Reproach, Diſhonours, 
Scandal which they bring on the Goſpel, and the 
Profeſſion thereof. Minds them of the Terrors, Dark- 
neſs, Wounds, want of Peace, that they may bring 
upon their own Souls. From theſe, and the like Con- 
{iderations, doth God put a ſtop to the Progreſs of the 
Law of Sin in the Heart, that it ſhall not go on to 
bring forth the evil which it hath conceived I could 
give Inſtances in Arguments of all theſe ſeveral kinds 
recorded in the Scripture, but it would be too long 
a. work for us, who are now engaged in a Deſign 
of another nature. But one or two Examples may 
be mentioned. Fojcph reſiſts his firit Temptation on 
one of theſe accounts, Gen. xxxix. 9. How can J do 
' this great wickeaneſs, and fin againſt Gd? The evil 
of fryning againſt God, his God, that Conſideration 
alone detains him from the leaft Inclination to his 
* 'Femptation. It is Sin againſf God, to whom I owe 
all Ol cdicnce, the God of my Lite, and of all my 
Mercics, I will not do it. The Argument whete- 
(yu Abigail prevailed on David, 1 Sam. xxv. 31. to 
*with-hold him from Se{-revenge and Murder, was 4 

the 


deſpi 5 
his Brother, and fo utterly ſlighted it, it is not 
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the fame nature, and he acknowledgeth that it was 
from the Lord, ver/e 32. I ſhall add no more, for 
all the Scripture Motives which we have to Duty, 
made effectual by Grace, arc Inſtances of this way 
of God's Procedure. Gs 12 5 8 

SOMETIMES, I' confeſs, God ſecretly works the 
Hearts of Men by his own Finger, without the 
Uſe and Means of ſuch Arguments as thoſe inſiſted 
on, to ſtop the Progreſs of Sin. So he tells A5izze- 
lech, Gen. 20. 6. I have withheld thee from finning 
againſt me. Now this could not be done by any of 
a 4 Arguments which we' have inſiſted on, becauſe 
Abimelech knew not that the thing which he in- 


| tended was Sin; and therefore he pleads, that in 


the Integrity of bis Heart, and Innocency 15 his Hands 


be did it, verſe 5. God turned about his Will and 
Thoughts, that he ſhould not accompliſh his Inten- 
tion; but by what Ways or Means is not revealed. 


Nor is it evident, what Courſe he took in the 
change of Ejau's Heart, when he came out againſt 
his Brother to deſtroy him, Gen. 33. 4. whether 
he ſtirrd up in him a freſh Spring of natural At 
fections, or cauſed him to conſider what Grief by 
this Means he ſhould bring to his aged Father, 
who loved him ſo tenderly; or whether being 
now Fay great and wealthy, he more and more 

ed the, Matter of Difference between him and 


known. It may be, God did it by an immediate 
powerful Act of his Spirit upon his Heart, without 
the actual intervening of any of theſe, or the like 
Conſiderations. Now thoug 
are in themſelves at other times Sm and weak 
yet when they are managed by the Spirit of God 
to ſuch an End and Purpoſe, they certainly be- 
come 'Effe4ual, and are the Matter of his Prevent- 
ing Grace. | : | 

Secondly, Gop prevents the N forth of 
oonceived Sin, by teal ſpiritual ſaving Grace, and that 
either in the firit Converſion of Sinners, or in the 


following Supplics of * a This is one Part of the 
| 2 


Myſtery 


Y er „ Jes P . 


the things mentioned 


| 
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Myſtery of his Grace and Love. He meets Men 
ſometimes in their higheſt Reſolutions for Sin, with 
the higheſt Efficacy of his Grace. Hereby he ma- 
nifeſts the Power of his own Grace, and gives the 
Soul a further experience of the Lato of Sin, when 
it takes ſuch a farewell of it, as to be changed, in 
the midſt of its Reſolutions to ſerve the Luſts there- 
of. By this he melts down the Luſts of Men, cauſeth 
them to wither at the Root, that they ſhall no more 
ſtrive to bring forth what they have concerved, but 
be filled with Shame and Sorrow at their Concepti- 
on. An Example and Inſtance of this Proceeding 
of God, for the Uſe and Inſtruction of all Genera- 
tions, we have in Paul. His Heart was full of Wick- 
edneſs, Blaſphemy, and Perſecution ; his Conception 
of them was come unto Rage and Madneſs, and a 
wy 8 of exerciſing them all to the utmoſt; S: 
o the 


tory relates it, As 9. So himſelf declares 


the State to have been with him, As 26. 9, 10, 


11, 12. 177. 1. 13. In the midſt of all this vio- 
lent purſuit of Sin, a Voice from Heaven ſhuts up the 
Womb, and dries the Breaſts of it, and he cries, 
Lord, what wilt thou have me to de? Acts ix. 9 
The fame Perſon ſeems to intimate, that this is the 
way of God's Procedurg with others, even to meet 
them with his Concerting Grace in the height of their 
Sin and Folly, 1 Tm. 1. 16. For he himje!f, he ſays, 
was a Pattern of God's dealing with others; as he 
deilt with him, ſo alſo would he do with ſome &* 
ſuch like Sinners: For this cauſe I obtained Mercy, 
* that in me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhew forth al] 
Long: ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which ſhould 
© hereafter believe on him to Life everlaſting. And 
we have not a few Examples of it in our own Days. 
Sundry Perions on ſet Purpoſe going to this or that 
Place, to deride and ſcoff at the Dilpenſation of the 
Word, have been met withal in the very Place where: 
in they deityned to ſerve their Luſts and Satan, and 
have cen cult down at the Foot of God. This way 
af God's dealing with Sinners, is at large ſet forth, 
Job 33. 15, 16, 17, 18. Diomſius the Arcopagite is 

8 another 


zuſeth 
more 
„but 
cepti- 
eding 
enera- 
Wick⸗ 
ption 
BY A 
moit ; 


clares 3 
. 10, 1 


$ vio- 
p the 
cries, 
X. 9 


s the 


mee C 
their 
ſays, 


as he 
ſome 


neſs of the 


ing with Believers in this Caſe. 
through the deceitfulneſs of Sin, may be carried 
on to the conceiving of this, or that Sin, was be- 
puts a ſtop to their Progreſs, 
or rather to the Prevalency of the Law of Sin in 
them ſpecial 
rvation and Deli- 
verance. As David ſays of himſelf, Pſal. 73. 2. His 
Feet were almoſt gone, his Steps had well nigh flipt; He 
brink of unbelieving deipüring 
Thoughts, and Concluſions about 
dence in the Government of the World ; 
he afterwards 
clares. So is it with many a Believer, he is often- 
times at the very brink, at the very door of ſome 
Folly or Iniquity,' when God puts in by the Effi- 
cacy of actually Afſiſting Grace, and recovers them to 
And this 1s a 
ultar Work of Chriſt, wherein he manifeſts and 


TM Nas e 9 
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another Inſtance of this Work of God's Grace and 


Love. Paul is dragged either &y him, or before him, 
to plead for his Life, as a ſetter forth of frange Goas, 


which at Athens was Death by the 


Law. 


In the 


midſt. of this Frame of Spirit, God meets with him 
by Converting Grace, Sin withers in the Womb, and 


11. 7, 8, 9, 10. . 
more Inſtances of this Obſervation. 


he cleaves to Paul and his Doctrine, As 17. 18.---34. 
| The like Diſpenſation towards 1/rae/ we have, Ho/ca 
But there is no need to inſiſt on 


God 1s 


to leave no Generation unconvinced of this 


leaſed 
ruth, 


if they do but attend to their own Experiences, and 


Grace. 
Secondly, Go v 


fore declared. God 
them, and that by giving in pnto 
Aſſiſtances needful for their Pref: 


was at the very 


whence he was recovered, as 


an obediential Frame of Heart again. 


God's 


| the Examples of this Work of his Mercy amongſt 
# them. Every Day, one or other, 1s taken in the ful- 
| urpoſe of his Heart to go on in Sin, in 
this or that Sin, and is ſtopt in his Courſe by the 
Power of Convertin 
oth it by the ſame Grace, in the 
renewed Communications of it, that is, by ſpecial A, 
fiſting Grace. This is the common way of his deal- 
'That they allo 


Provi- 
from 


de- 


— 2 — 


exerts his Faithfulneſs towards his own, Heb.. 2. 18. 


He is able ts juccour them Ln are tempted. It is not 
an 


_— 
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an abſolute Power, but a Power clothed with 
Mercy, that is intended. Such a Power as is put 
forth from a Senſe of the Suffering of poor Be- 
levers under their 'Temptations. And how doth 
he exerciſe this merciful Ability towards us? Chap. 
4. 16. He gives forth, and we find in him Grace 
to help in time of need; Seaſonable Help and Af 
ſiſtance for our Deliverance, when we are ready to 
be over-powered by Sin and Temptation When 
Luſt hath conceived, and is ready to bring forth, 
when the Soul lies at the brink of ſome Inijquity, 
he gives in r Help, Relief, Deliverance, and 
Safety. Here lies a great Part of the Care and Faith- 
fulneſs of Chriſt towards his. poor Saints; He will 
not ſuffer them to be worried with the Power 
of Sin, nor to be carried out unto Ways that ſhall 
diſhonour the Goſpel, or fill them with ſhame and 
reproach, and ſo render them uſeleſs in the World; 
but he ſteps in with the ſaving Relief and A/ifance 
of his Grace, ſtops the Courle of Sin, and makes 
them in pine more than Conquerors. And this Al- 
ſiſtance lies under the Promile, 1 Cor. 10. 13. * There. 
\ © hath no Temptation taken you, but ſuch as is com- 
mon to Man: but God is faithful, who will not 
' © {uſfer you to be tempted above that ye are able: 
© but will with the Temptation allo make a way to 
* eſcape, that ye may be able to bear it. Temptation 
ſhall try us, it is for our god; many holy Ends 
doth the Lord compaſs and bring about by it. But 
when we are tricd to the utmoſt of our Ability, fo 
that one Aſlault more would over-bear us, a way 0 
eſcape is provided. And as this may be done ſeveral 
ways, as I have elſewhere declared; ſo this we are 
now upon, 1s one of the moſt eminent, namely, By 
— of Grace, to enable the Soul to bear up, re- 
fiſt, and conquer. And when once God begins to 
deal in this way of Love with a Soul, he will not 
ceaſe to add one Supply after another, until the whole 
Work of his Grace and Faithfulneſs be accompliſh- 
ed. An Example hereot we have, 4/a. 57. 17, 18. 
Poor Sinners there are ſo far captivated te the m—_ 
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of their Luſts, that the firſt and ſecond Dealings of 


God with them are not effectual for their Delivery; 
but he will not give over, he is in the purſuit of a 
Deſign of Love towards them, and fo ceaſeth not un- 
til they are recovered. Theſe are the general Heads 
of the ſecond Way whereby God hinders the bring- 
ing forth of conceived Sin, namely, By working on 
the Will of the Sinner. He doth it either by cn 
non Conviftions, or ſpecial Grace, ſo that of their own 
accord they ſhall let go the Purpole and Will of 
ſinning, that they are riſen up unto. And this is no 
mean way of his providing for his own. Glory, and 
the Honour of his Goſpel in the World, whole Pro- 
feſſors would ſtain the whole Beauty of it, were they 
left to themſelves to bring forth all the evil that ts 
conceived in their Hearts. . | 
BEsipks theſe general Ways, there is one yet more 
ſpecial, that at once worketh both upon the Pozer 
and Will of the Sinner; and this is the Way of 
Aﬀiions, concerning which one Word ſhall cloſe 
this Diſcourſe. Afittions, I ſay, work by both theſe 
Ways, in reference unto conceived Sin. They work 
providentially on the Power of the Creature. When 
a Man hath conceived a Sin, and is in full Purpoſe 
of the purſuit of it, God oftetitimes ſends a Sicknef 


and abates his Strength, or a Lo/s cuts him ſhort in 


his Plenty, and ſo takes him off from the purſuit of 
his Luſts, though it may be his Heart is not weaned 
from them. His Power is weakned, and he cannot 
do the evil he would. In this Senſe it belongs to 
the firſt Way of God's obviating the Production of 
Sin. Great Affictions work ſometimes, not from their 
own nature immediately and directly, but from the 
racious Purpoſe and Intendment of him that ſends 

em. He inlinuates into the Diſpenſation of them, 


that of Grace and Power, of Love and Kindneſs, 


which ſhall effectually take off the Heart and Mind 


from Sin, Paal. cxix. 67. Before I was afflited, I went | 
rg: but now have learned thy Commandments. 


in this bg + + becauſe of the Predominancy of 
{ting Grace, they belong unto the 


Renewing and 
M 4 latter 
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latter Means of preventing Sin. 1 | 

AND theſe are ſome of the Ways, whereby it 
mga God to put a ſtop to the Pre % Sin, 

th in Believers and Unbelievers, which at preſent 
we ſhall Inſtance in; and if we would endeavour 
further to ſearch out his Ways unto Perfection, yet 


we mult ſtill conclude, that it is but a /ittle portion 
which we know of him. 


Mao am 2 
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CHAP. XIV. 


The Power © Sin further demonſtrated the Effetts 
it hath 2 in 15 Lives 0 2 F t 15 


actual Sins. Second] y, In habitual Declenſions. 


17 E are now to proceed unto other Evidences 
of that ſad Truth, which we are in the De- 
monltration of. But the main of our Work 

being paſt through, I ſhall be more brief in 
the M-nagement of the Arguments that do re- 
main. | 

THAT then which in the next Place may be 

fixed upon, is the Demoniiration which this Law 
of Sin hath in all Ages given of its Power and 
Efficacy, by the wofu] fruits that it hath brought 
forth, even in Believers themſelves. Now thele 
are of two Sorts. Fir/t, The great afual Eruptions 


Declenſians from the Frames, State and Condition of 
Obedtence and Communion with God, which they 
had obtained, both which by the Rule of Fames - 
tefore unfolded, are to be laid to the account of this 
Law of din, and belong unto the fourth Head of its 
Progrels, and are both of them convincing Evidences 


of its Power and Efficacy. 


Fir/l, CONSIDER the fearful Eruptions of actual 


Sins that have been in the Lives of Believers, and 


we fhull nud our Polition evidenced. Should 1 
go 


CELLO 
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go through at large with this Conſideration, T muſt 
recount all the. ſad and ſcandalous Failings of the 
Saints that are left on record in the Holy Scripture. 
But the particulars of them are known to all; a, 
that I ſhall not need to mention them, nor the many 
Aggravations that in their Circumſtances they are at- 
odd vvith: Only ſome few things things tending 
to the rendering of our preſent Conſideration of them 
uſeful, may be remarked. As, © Z 

Firſt, Fun x are moſt of them in the Lives of 
Men that were not of the /ow4/? form, or ordinary 
ſort of Believers, but of Men that had a peculiar 
Eminency in them, on the account of their walkin 

ith God in their Generation. Such were Noah, 
Lot, David, Hezekiah, and others. They were not 
Men of an ordinary ſize, but higher than their Bre- 
hren by the Shoulders and upwards in Profeſſion, 
bvea, in real Holineſs. And ſurely that muſt needs 

bh of a mighty Efficacy, that could hurry ſuch Giants 
in the Ways of God, into ſuch abominable Sins 
tas they fell into. An ordinary Engine could 
never have turned them out of the Courle of their 

Obedience. It vvas a Poyſon that no Athletic Con- 
3 of ſpiritual Health, no Antidote could with- 

nd. 
= Secondly, Ax p theſe very Men, fell not into 
their great Sins at thay beginning of their Feen 
when they had had but little Experience of the 
# Goodneſs of God, of the Sweetnels and Pleaſant- 

neſs of Obedience, of the Power and Craft of Sin, 
of its Impulſions, Sollicitations and Surprizals, but 
after a long Courſe of walking with God, and Ac- 
quaintance with all theſe Things, together with in- 
numerable Motives unto Watchfulne/s. Noah accord- 
ing to the Lives of Men in thoſe Days of the World, 
had walked uprightly with God ſome Hundreds of 

Years, before he was ſo ſurprized as he was, Gen. 

8 Lot ſeems to have been towards the End 

of his Days, &er he defiled himſelf with the Abo- 

minations recorded. David in a ſhort Life, had as, 
much Experience of Grace and Sin, and as much 


cloie 
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cloſe ſpiritual Communion with God, as ever had 
any of the Sons of Men, before he was caſt to the 
Ground by this Law of Sin. So was it with Heze- 
kiab in his Degree, which was none of the mean- 
eſt. Now to ſet upon ſuch Perſons, fo well ac- 
quainted with its Power and Deceit, ſo armed and 
rovided againſt it, that had been Conquerors over it 
for ſo many Years, and to prevail againſt them, it 
ues a Power and Efficacy too mighty for ever 
thing, but the Spirit of the A/mighty to withſtand. 
Who can look to have a greater Stock of Inherent 
Grace, than thoſe Men had; to have more Experi- 
ence of God, and the Excellency of his Ways, the 
Sweetneſs of his Love, and of Communion with him, 
than they had? Who hath either better Furniture to 
oppoſe Sin withal, or more Obligation ſo to do, than 
they? And yet we ſee how fearfully they were 
vailed againſt. | 
Thirdly, As if God had permitted their Falls on 


ſet Purpoſe, that we might learn to be wary of this 


4 on Enemy, they all of them fell out when they 
ad newly received great and ſtupendious Mercies from 
the Hand of God, that ought to have been ſtron 
Obligations unto Diligence and Watchfulneſs in cloſe 
Obedience. Noah was but newly come forth of that 
World of Waters, wherein he ſaw the ungodly World 
periſhing for their Sins, and himſelf preſerved b 
that aſtoniſnable Miracle, which all Ages muſt ad- 
mire: Whilſt the Worlds Deſolation was an hourly 
Remembrancer untd him of his ſtrange Preſervation 
by the immediate Care and Hand of God, he falls 
into Drunkennejs. Lot had newly ſeen that which, 
every one that thinks on, cannot but tremble. H 
ſaw, as one ſpeaks, Hell coming out of Heaven upon 
unclean Sinners, the greateſt Evidence, except the 
Croſs of Chriſt, that God ever gave in his Provi- 
dence of the Judgment to come. He ſaw himfelt and 
Children delivered by the ſpecial Care and miracu- 
lous Hand of God; and yet whilit theſe ſtrange 
Mercies were freſh upon him, he fell into Drunken- 
neſs and liiceſt. David was delivered out of all his 
| | Troubles, 


* 
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d Troubles, and had the Necks of his Enemies given 


* him round about, and he makes uſe of his Peace 
25 from a World of Trials and Troubles tq contrive 
a- Murder and Adultery. © Immediately, it was, after He- 
C- ⁊etiab's great and miraculous Deliverance, that he 
id Malls into Nis carnal Pride and Boaſting. I ſay, their 
It Falls in ſuch Seaſons, ſeem to be permitted on ſet 


it Tapas to inſtruct us allfin the Truth that we have 


4 in Hand; ſo that no Perſons, in no Seaſons, with 
d. what Furniture of Grace ſoever, can promiſe them- 
2 ſelves Security from its Prevaleney, any other Ways, 
11- than by keeping cloſe conſtantly to him, who hath 
he Supplies to give out, that are above its reach and 


m, efficacy. Me-thinks, this ſhould make us look about 
to us. Are we better than Neab, who had that Teſti- 
an , mony from God, that he was a perfe# Man in his 
ere Generation, and walked with God? Ate we better 
than Lot, whoſe righteous Soul was vexed with the 

on evil Deeds of ungodly Men, and is thereof com- 
his mended by the Holy Ghoſt? Are we more Holy, 
134 Wile, and RY than David, who obtained this 
2M Teſtimony, that he was a Man after God's own 
mg Heart? Or better than Heze#iah, vvho appealed to 
8 God himſelf, that he had ſerved him uprightly vvith 
hat perfect Heart? And yet vvhat Prevalency this 
5 of Sin vvrought in and over them, we ſee. 

by And there is no end of the like Examples; they 
are all ſet up as Bucys, to diſcover unto us the Sands, 
rly the Shelves, the Rocks, whereupon they made their 


ion Shipwrack, to their Hazard, Danger, Loſs, yea, and 
alls would have done to their Ruin, had not God been 
ich, pleated in his Faithfulneſs graciouſly to prevent it. 
He. And this is the firſt Part of this Evidence of the 
pon Power of Sin, from its Effects. | 
the Second/y, Ir manifeſts its Power in the , habitual 
V1- Declen/ions from Zeal and Holineſs, from the Frames, 
and State and Condition of Obedience and Communion 
1cu- with God, whereunto they had attained, which 
nge are found in many Believers. Promiſes of Growth 
10 and Improvement are many, and precious; the 
$ 


Means excellent and effectual; the Benefits o_ 
an 
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and unſpeakable: Yet it often falls out, that- in- 
ftead hereof, Decays and Declenſions are found 
upon Profeflors, yea, in and upon many of the 
Saints of God. Now whereas this muſt needs prin- 
cipally and chiefly be from the ſtrength and efficacy 
of Indwellling-Sin, and is therefore a great Evidence 
thereof; I ſhall firſt evince the Obſervation it ſelf 
to be true; namely, That me of the Saints them- 
felves do oftentimes ſo decline from that Growth and 
Improvement in Faith, Grace and Holineſs, which 
might juſtly be expected from them; and then ſhew, 
That the Canſe of this evil lies in that, that we are 
treating of. And that it is the Cauſe of ola! Apo- 
fiafie in unſound Profeſſors, ſhall be after declared. 
But this is a greater Work which we have in Hand. 
The prevailing upon true Believers unto a ſinful De- 
clenſion and gradual Apoſtgſie, requires a putting forth 
of more ſtrength and efficacy, than the prevailing 
upon unſonnd Profeſſors unto total Apeſtaſie. As the 
ind which will blow down a dead Tree that hath 
no Root, to the Ground, will ſcarcely ſhake or bow 
a living well rooted Tree. But this it will do. There 
is mention made in the Scripture of the ft ways 
of Dawid, and they are commended above h:s later, 
2 Chron. 17. 3. The Ja ways, even of David, were 
tinted with the Power of [ndwelling-Sin. Though 
we have mention only of the actual Eruption of Sin, 
yet that Uncleanneſs, and Pride, which was working 
in him, in his Numbering of the People, were cer- 
tainly rooted in a Declen/ion from his firſt Frame. 
'Thoie Ruthes did not grow without Mirc. David 
would not have done fo in his younger Days, when 
he followed God in the Wilderneſs of Temptations 
and Trials, full of Faith, Love, Humility, brokenneſs 
of H Zeal, tender Affection unto all the Ordi- 
nances Bf God, all which were eminent in him. But 
his ſtrength is impaired by the efficacy and deccit- 
fulneſs of Sin; his Locks cut, and hg becomes a Prey 
to vile Luſts and Temptations. We have a notable 
Inſtance in moſt of the Churches that our Saviour 
awakens to the Conſideratiox of their Condition, Fs 
. c 
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the Revelations: We may fingle out one of them: 
Many good Things there were in the Churoh of 
Ephejus, Chap. 2. 2, 3. for which it is greatly com- 
mended ; but yet it is charged with a Decay, a De- 


clenſion, a 3 falling off and Apoſtaſie, Verſe 4, 5 


Thou haſt left thy firſt Love, remember therefore from 
whence 1202 75 allen, and de thy firff Works. There 


was a Decay both imoard in the Frame of Heart, 


as to Faith and Love, and -outzward as to Obedience 
and Works, in compariſon of what they had for- 
merly, by the Teſtimony of Chriſt himſelſ. The 
fame alſo might be ſhewed concerning the reſt of 
thoſe Churches, only one or two of them excepted. 
Five of them are charged with Decays and Declen- 
fions. Hence there is mentioned in the Scripture 
of the 2 of Youth, of the Love of Eſpouſals, 
with great Commendation, Ter. 2. 2, 3. of our 
fit Faith, 1 Tim. 5. 12. of the beginning of our 
Confidence, Heb. 3. 14. And Cautions are given, that 
we /ofe not the tbings that we have wrought, 2 2 | 
8. ver. But what need we look back, or ſearch for 

Inftances to confirm the Truth of this Obſervati- 
on? An habitual! Declenſion from firſt Engagements 
unto God, from firit Attainments of Communion 
with God, from firſt Strictneſs in Duties of Obe- 
dience, is ordinary and common amongſt Profeſſors. 
Might we to this Purpoſe, take a general View 
of the Profeſſors in theſe Nations, among whom the 
Lot of the beſt of us will be found in part, or in 


Whole, in ſomewhat, or in all, to fal, we might be 


plentitully convinced of the Truth of this Obſervati- 
en. Is their Zea! for God as warm, living, vigor- 
ous, effectual, ſollicitous, as it was in their firſt giv- 
1g themſelves unto God? Or rather, is there not a 
common, ſlight, ſelfiſh Frame of Spirit in the room 


of it, come upon moſt Profeſſors? Iniquity hath 


abounded, and their Love hith waxed cold. Was 
it not ot old, a burthen to their Spirits, to hear the 
Name, and Ways, and Worſhip *of God blaſphemed 
and profaned? Could they not have faid with the 
Pjalm/t, Plal. exix. 136. Rivers of Waters run down 

| n 
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our Eyes, becauſe Men heep not thy Law? Were not 
their Souls ſollicitous about the Intereſt of Chriſt 

in the World, like Eli's about the Ark? Did they 

. Not contend earneſtly for the Truth once delivered 
to the-Saints, and every Parcel of it; eſpecially 
wherein the Grace of God, and the Glory of the 
Goſpel was eſpecially concerned? Did they not 
labour to judge and condemn the World, by. an 
'boly and /Jeparate Converſation? And do now the 
3 of Profeſſors abide in this Frame? Have 
they grown, and made Improvement in it? Or is 
there not a coldneſs and indifferency grown upon 
the Spirits of many in this thing 7 ea, do not 
many deſpiſe all theſe things, and look upon their 
own former Zeal, as Folly? May we not ſee many; 
who have formerly been of Eſteem in Ways of 
Profeſſion, become daily & Scorn and Reproach 
through their Miſcarriages, and that juſtly to the 
Men of the World? Is it not with them, as it 
was of old with the Daughters of Sion, (Ila. 3. 24. 
when God judged them for their Sins and Wan- 
tonneſs? Hath not the World, and Ses, woe f 
ruined their Profeſſion ? And are they not regard- 
leſs of the Things wherein they have formerly de- 
clared a ſingular Concernment? Yea, are not ſome 
come partly on one Pretence, partly on. another, 
to an _ Enmity unto, and Hatred of the Ways 
of Sod? They pleaſe them no more, but are evil 
in their Eyes. But not to mention ſuch open Apo 
fates any further, - whoſe Hypocriſie the Lord eur 
Chriſt will ſhortly judge; How is it with the beſt? 
Are not almoſt all Men grown cold and lack as to 
thele things? Are they not leſs concerned in them 
than formerly? Are they not grown weary, ſelfiſh 
in their Religion, and ſo things be indifferent well 
at home, ſcarce care how they go abroad in the | 
World? At leaſt, do they not prefer their Eaſe, | 
Credit, Safety, ſecular Advantages before theſe things? | 
| A Frame that Chriſt abhors, and declares, that thoſe 
in whom it prevails, are none of his: Some indeed | 
ſeem to retain a good Zeal for Truth, but wherein 


they 


T_T *. / 


sx the Liver of Profſrs., 1g 
they make the faireſt Appearance, therein will they 


be found to be moſt abominable: They cry out 


againſt Erro not for Truth, but for Parties and 
Intereſts fake. Let a Man be on their Party, and 


fee their Intereſt, be he never ſo corrupt in his 


dgment, he is embraced, and it may be admired. 
ls bs not Zeal for God, but for a Man's ſelf. It 
is not the Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up, but, 


Maſter, forbid them, becauſe they follow not with us. 


Better it were, doubtleſs, for Men never to pretend 
unto any Zeal at all, than to ſubſtitute ſuch wrathful 
ſelfiſnneſs in the room of it. 7 

Secondly, Is Mens Delight in the Ordinances and 
Worſhip of God, the fame as in former Days? Do 
they find the fame Sweetneſe and Reliſb in them, as 


— 


they have done of old ? How precious hath the Word 


been to them formerly? What Joy and Delight have 
they had in Attendance thereon? How would they 


have run and gone, to have been made Partakers of 
it, where it was diſpenſed in its Power and Purity, 


in the Evidence and Demonſtration of the Spirit? Did 
| they not call the Sabbath their Delight, and was not 


the approach of it, a real Joy unto their Souls? Did 
they not long after the Converſe and Communion 
of Saints? And could they not undergo manifold Pe- 
rils for the Attainment gf it? And doth this Frame 
{till abide upon them? Are there not Decays aud De- 


2 clenſtons to be found amongſt them? May it not be 


faid, Gray Hairs are here and there upon them, and th 
perceive it not? Yea, are not Men ready to fay wi 
them of old, What a Wearineſs is it? Mal. 1. 13. 
It is even a Burthen and a Wearineſs to be tied up to 
the Obſervation of all theſe Ordinances. What need 
we be all out ſo ſtrift in the Obſervation of the Sab- 
bath? What need we hear ſo often? What need 
this Diſtinction in hearing? Inſenſibly a great difre- 
ſpect, yea, even a contempt of the pleaſant and ex- 
cellent Ways of Chriſt, and his Goſpel, is fallen upon 
many Proſeſſors. 

Thirdly, Mav not the ſame Conviction be fur- 
ther carried on, by an Enquiry into the axiver/al 
Courſe 
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Courſe of Obedience, and the Performance of Duties 
that Men have been engaged in? Is there the ſame 
conſciencious tenderneſs Fa mmning abidingt in many, as 
was in the Days old? The fame exact performance 
of private Duties? The ſame Love & the Brethren ? 
The fame readineſs for the Croſs? The ſame Humility 
of Mind and Spirit? Thé fame Self-denial ? The 
Steam of Mens Luſts, wherewith the Air is tainted, 


will not ſuffer us fo to fay. 


Wx need then go no further than this wretched Ge- 
neration wherein we live, to evince the Truth of the 
Obſervation laid down, as the Foundation of the In- 
ſtance infiited on; The Lord give Repentance before 
jt be tao late. | 

Now all theſe As ee all theſe Decays that 
are found in ſome Profeſſors, they all proceed from 
this Root and Cauſe, they are all the Product of In- 


e 


— 


1 
t 


Aevelling-Sin, and all evince the exceeding Power and 


Efficacy of it. For the Proof whereof, I ſhall not 


need to go further than the general Rule, which out 
of James we have already conſidered ; namely, That 
Luft, or Indwelling-Sin, is the Cauſe of all adlual Sin, 
and all habitual Declenſions in Believers. This is that 
which the Apoſtle intends in that Place to teach and 
declaie. I ſhall therefore handle theſe two Things, 
and ſhew, Firſt, That this doth evince a great Eff- 


racy and Power in Sin. Setondly, Declare the Ways 


and Means whereby it brings forth, or brings about 


this curſed effect; all in deſign of our general End, 
in calling upon and cautioning Believers to avoid it, 


to oppole it. i 
| 5 Ir appears to be a Work of great Porver 
end Efficacy, from the Proviſion that is made againſt 
it, which 1t prevails over. There is in the Covenant 
of Grace, plentiful Proviſion made, not only for the 
828 of Declenſions and Decays in Believer, 
ut alſo for their continual carrying on towards Per- 
fection. As, x | 
Firſt, Tue Word it ſelf, and all the Ordinances 


of the Goſpel, are appointed and given unto us for 


this end, Epb. 4. 11, 12, 13, 14, 13. That which 
a 13 


| 
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5 is the end of giving Cop Officers to the Church, 
0 is the end of giving all the Ordinances to be 
* ad miniſtred by them. For r UP iven Hr the 
= or of the Miniſry; that is, for the Adminiſtration 
7 of the Ordinances of the Goſpel. Now what is, or 
* what are theſe Ends? They are all for the prevent- 
4 ing of Decays and Brel in the Saints, all for 
l, the carrying Nom on to Perfection; fo it is ſaid, 
verſe 12. In general, it is for the perfecting of ” ; 
* Saints, carrying on the Work of Grice in them, an 
* the Work of _— 2 beg, b i or 
n. or the edifying of the Beay © riſt, their buildin 
he = in an an M4 of F 10 and Love, even of . 


true Member of the Myſtical Body. But how far ue | 
at they appointed thus to carry them on, thus to buil 


m them up? Hath it Bounds fixed to its Work? Doth 
n- Wit carry them ſo far, and then leave them? No; 
or Eith the Apoſtle, verſe 13. The Diſpenſation of the 
ot BY 


ord of the Goſpel, and the Ordinances thereof, is 
ut deſigned for our Help, Aſſiſtance, and FutQherance, 
ut until the whole Work of Faith and Obedience is 
ns Wconſumniate. It is appointed to perfe# and compleat 
at that Faith, Knowledge, and Growth in Grace and 
nd WW Holineſs, which is allotted unto us in this World: 
5s Bus what and if Oppolitions and Temptations do ly 
H- Min che way, Satan and his Inſtruments working 
ys with great Subtilty and 'Deceit ? 9 verſe 14. 
ut cheſe Ordinances are deſigned for our Safe-guarding 
ad, Wand Deliverance from all their Attempts and Aſſaults, 
it, that ſo being preſerved in the Uſe of them, or /peat- 
ing the Truth in Love, we may grow up unto him in all 

ver Wthings, who is the Head, even Chrift Fejus. This is in 
init general the uſe of all Goſpe/ Ordinances, the chief and 
ant I main End for which they were given and appointed 
the of God; namely, To prelerve Believers from all De- 
er, ch, of Faith and Obedience, and to carry them on 
der- Iſtill towards Perfection. Theſe are Means which God; 
the good Huſbandman makes uſe: of, to cauſe the Vins 
aces Ito thrive and bring forth Fruit. And I could allo 
for Fwanifeſt the ſame to be the eſpecial End of them 
nich iſtinctly. Briefly, the PRE is Milt and ftrong Meck 
1 | | on 


* 


t 
LO — N - 
ww » 
3 * * hon Ps — as 


—— * — 


ks 188 * Porrer n diſcovering * elf 


for the nouriſhihg, and ſtrengthning of all Sorts, and 
all Degrees of Believers. It hath both Seed and Wa- 
ter in it, and Manuring with it, to make them fruit- 
ful. The Ordinance of the Supper is appointed on 
purpoſe for the ffrengthning of our Faith in the re- 
membrance of the Death of the Lord, and the Exer- 
ciſe of Love one towards another. The Communion 
of Saints is for the edifying each Other in Faith, 
ve, and Obedientre. 3 
Scronay, THERE is that which adds weight to 
this Conſideration. God ſuffers us not to be unmind- 
ful of this Aſſiſtance he hath afforded us, but is con- 
tinually _ upon us to make uſe of the Means a 
inted for the attaming of the End propoſed. He 
ews them pynto us, as the Auel ſhewed the Water- 
Spring to Hagar. Commands, Exhortations, Promiſes, 
1 hreatnings are multiphed to this purpoſe ; ſee them 
ſummed up, Heb. 2. i. He is continually ſaying to us, 
Why coill you die? Why gill you wither and decay 5 
Come to the e rote 2 or you, and your 
Souls ſhall live, If we fee a Lamb run from the Fold 
into the Wilderneſs, we wonder not if it be torn and 
rent of wild Beaſts: If we ſee a Sheep leaving its 
Fee Paffures and Water. courſes, to hide in dry 
arren Heaths, we count it no marvel, nor enquire 
further, if we ſee him lean and ready to periſh. But 
it we ſmd Lambs wounded in the“ P, we wonder 
at the boldneſs and rage of the Beaſts of Prey, that 
durſt ſet upon them there, If we ſee Sheep pining 
in full Ph ares, we judge them to be diſeaſed and un- 
found. It is indeed no marvel that poor Creatures, 
who forſake their o Mercies, and run away from the 
Paſture and Fold of Chriſt in his Ordinances, are 
rent ard torn with divers Luſts, and do pine away 
with Hunger and Famine. But to ſee Men living un- 
der, and enjoy ing all the Means of ſpiritual Thr1wineg; 
vet to decay, not to be fat and flonrithing, but rather 
GMily to pine and Wither, this argues ſome ſecret: 
powerful Diſtemper, whoſe poilonous and noxious 
Qualities hinder- the Vertue and Efficacy of the Means 
they enjoy. This is Jndwtlling-Sin. So wonderfully" 
. N FS $$ povverful, 
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in the Lives of Prefeors, 139 
powerful, ſo effectually goiſonous it is, that it ein brin 
e on che Foal by Men in the migſt_ of a 
precious Mgans of growth. and flouriſhing. It may 
well make us tremble to ſee Men living under, and 
in the uſe of the Means of The Goſpel, preaching, 
praying, adminiſtration of Sacraments, and yet grow 
colder every Day, than othen in Zeal for God more 
ſelfiſh and worldly, even habitually to + decline, as to 
the Degrees of Holineſs, which they, had attain . 


unto. en Soo ny eee 

Thirdly, ToGzTutR with the. Diſpenſation of 
the outzoard Means of Tpiritnal Grovvth, or Improve- 
ment, there are alſo Supplies, of Grace continually | 
afforded the Saint? from 5 their Head, iſt Jeſus. 


He is the Head of, all che Saints. And he s a ling 
us, 
by: becarſe he liveth, we ſhall live alſo, John 14. 19. He 
communicates of piritual Life to all that are his. In 
him is the Fountain of our Life, vvhich is therefore 
aid to be hid with hin 1 Gta, Col. 3.2. And this 
Liſe he gives unto b 


cad, and ſo a living Head, as that he tells us, that 


his, Sajnts, by quiczzing”- of them 


by his Spirit, Nen And he continues it unto | 
5 


them, by the Supplies of //iv/ag Grace, vvhick he com- 
municates unto them. Ero theſe we, 17 chning 
of us, and continually giving out Supplies ife unto 


4, he is laid to live-in us, Gal, 2. 20. J 1775 yet" not 
J. but Chrift liveth in me. The Spiritual * e Which 
elf was it 


1 hare is not mine on, nor from my | 
educed, nor by my {elf is it maintained,, bat it is 
meerly and foldy the Work of Chriſt; {6 that. it is 
not / that lite, but he lives in me, the Whole of my 
Lite being from him alone. Neither doth this /iring 
Head communicate only 5 bare Life unto "Believers, 
hat they ſhould meerly lire and no more, 4 poor, 
weal, dying Life, as it were, but he gives out ſuffi- 
ciently to afford them a ftrong, vigorous, thriving, 
flouriſhing Life, John 10. 10. He comes not ous 
that his Sheep may have Life, hut that they may have. 
it more abundantly; that is, in a plentiful manner, 
lo as that they may flourith, be fit and fruitful. 
Thus it is with the- whole Body of Chriſt, and every 
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190 Power of Sin diſcovering it ſelf 
Member thereof, Eph. 4. 15, 16. Whereby it grows 25 
into him in all things, which is the Head, even Chriſt ; 
From whom the whole Body fitiy jcyned together, and 
compacted by that which every Foynt ſupplieth, accord. 
ng to the elfectual woghing in the meaſure of every 
part, maketh * of the Body, unto the ediſhiag of it 
Self in Lope. The End of all Communications of 
Grace and Supplies of. Life froth this living and 
_ bleſſed Head, is the Increaſe of the whole Body, and 
| every Member af it, and the edifying of it ſelf in 
Love. His N of Grace are unſéarchable, his 
Stores inexhatſtible. His Life, the Fountain of ours, 
full andFeternal, his Heart bounteous aud large, his 
Hand open and liberal; fo that there is no doubt, 
but that he communicates..Supplies of Grace for their 
: Increaſe in Holineſs dy unto all his Saints. 
Whence then is it, that they do not all flouriſh and 
thrive accordingly ? As you may ſee it oftentimes in 
a natural Body, fo is jt lere. hough the Seat and 
Riſe' of the Blood and Spirits in. Head and Heart be 
excellently good and found, yet there may be a ronther- 
org 8 in the Bodys ſomewhat intercepts the 
Influences; of Life unto it. So that though the Heart 
and Head dg perform their Office, in giving of Sap- 
dies no Tels to that, than they do to any other 
Aember, yet all the Effect produced, is meerly to 
keep it "From. utter.” e it grows weak and 
ecays every Day. The withering and decaying of 
any. Member in . Chriſt's Myſtical ody, is not for the 
want of: hs, Communication of Grace for an abun- 
dant Life, but from the powerful Interception that 1s 
made of the, Efficacy of it, by the Interpoſition and 
Oppoſition of 1:dwe/ling-Sin. Hence it is, that where 
Lip grows ſtrong, a great deal of Grace will but 
keep the Soul alive, and not give it any Eminency 
in Euitfalneſs at all. Oftentimes Chriſt gives very 
much Grace, where not many of its Effects do ap- 
ſis It ſpends it Strength, and Power, in With- 
ding the continual :Aiſaults of violent \ Corrupt!- 
ans and Lufts, ſo that it cannot put forth its proper 
Virtue towards further Fruitſulneſs. As a 11. 
0 a £alfiNt's 


that he is a N 
ready prepared and willing) to ſucccur them that are 
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Medicine, that is fit both to check vitious and noxi- 
ous Humours, and to comfort, refreſh and ſtrengthen 
Nature; if the eil Humour be ſtrong and greatly 
prevailing, ſpends its whole Strength and Virtue in 
the ay og and corretting of it, contributing much 
leſs to the Relief of Nature than otherwiſe it would 
do, if it met not. with ſuch Oppoſitions: So is it 
with the Eye-/alve, and the healing Grace which we 
have abundantly from the Wings of the Sun of Righte- 
euſneſs, It is forced oftentimes, to 2 fofth its Virtue 
to oppoſe and contend againſt, and in any Meaſure 
ſubdue prevailing Luſts and Corruptions: That the 
ul receiveth not that Strengthning unto Duties and 
Fruitfulneſs which otherwiſe it might receive by it, 
is from hence. How ſound, healthy and flouriſhing, 
how fruitful and exemplary in Holineſs, might many 
a Soul be, by and with that Grace which is conti- 
nually communicated to it from Chriſt, which now 
by Reaſon of the Power of [ndwelling-Sin is only not 
4 but weak, withering. and ufeleſs? And this, if 
any thing, is a notable Evidence of the Efficacy of 
Indivelling- Sin, that it is able to give ſuch a ſtop, and 
check to the mighty and effectual Power of Grace, 
fo that notwithſiznding the bleſſed and continual Sup- | 
lies that we receive from our Head, yet mg Be- 
evers do decline and decay, and that habitually, as 
to what they had attained unto; their 4 ways not 
anſwering their ff This makes the Vineyard in 
the very Huitſul Hill to bring forth ſp many wild 
Grapes. This makes ſo many Trees Larken in fer- 
tile Fields. | | 
... Fourthly, Bes1Dts the continual Supplies of Grace 
that conitantly (according to the Tenure of the Cove- 
nam) are communicated unto Believers, which keeps 
them that theytthirſt no more as to 4 total Indigence, 
there is moreover, 4 readine/i in the Lord Chriſt to 
yield peculiar Succour to the Souls of his, according 
as their e ſhall require. The Apoſtle tells us, 
ciſul High-Prieft, and able, ( that is, 


temptea, Heb. 2. 18. And we are on that Account 
| N 3 invite 


L 
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" 192 Fr Power of Sin diſcorering it felf 
! invited to come with heldnefs to the Throne of Gra 


t me of necd; that is, Grace ſufficient, ſeaſonable, ſuit- 
able unto any ſpecial Trial or Temptation that we 
may be exerciſed withal. Our merciful High- Prieſt 


Importance, ſucks is the Power and Efficacy of Jn- 


- Remedies can prevail againſt it, ought to be regard- 


tat toe may obtain Mercy, and find Grace ts help in 


is ready to give out this eſpecial. ſeaſonable Grace, 
ever and above thoſe conſtant Communications of Sup- 
lies of the Spirit, which we memioned before, Be- 
ides. the "ner'er-failing Springs of ordinary Covenant- 
Grace, he hath alſo peculiar refreſhing Showers for 
Times of Drought. And this is exceedingly to the 
Advantage of the Saints, for their Preſervation and 
Growth in Grace; and there may very many more 
of the like nature be added. But now, I fay, not- 
withſtanding all theſe, and the Reſidue of the like 


grwelling-Sin, fo great its Deceitfulne/s and Reſtleſneſs, 
ſo many its Wiles and Temptations, it often falls out 
that many of them for whole Growth and Improve- 
ment all this Prot iſion is made, do yet as was ſhew- 
ed, go back and gecline, even as to their Courle of 
walking with God. Sajor's Strength fully evidenced 
it ſelf, when he brake jeren new. I iths, and jeven new 
Cords, wherewith he was bound, as burning Tow, ani 
4 Thread. The noxious Humour in the Body which 
is ſo ſtubborn, as that no uſe of the moſt ſoveraign 


cd. Such is this Indevelling-Ciu, it not watched over: 
It breaks all the Cords made to bind it; it blunts 
the Inſtruments appointed to root it up; it refitis.all 
RTE Medicines though never ſo ſoveraign, and & 
therefore aſſuredly of exceeding efficacy. Beſides, Be- 
hevers have innumerable Obligations. upon them from 
the Love, the Command of God, to grow in Grace, 
to preſs forward towards Perfection, as they have 
abundant Means provided for them: ſa to do. Their 
doing fo, is a Matter of the greateſt Advantage, Pro- 
nt, Sweemeſs, Contentment unto them in the World: 
It is the burden, the trouble of their Souls, that they 
do not ſo do, that they are not more, holy, more 
zcalous, uſeful, fruntul 3 they deſue it above Liſc it 


3 


es, | in the Lives" of Profeſrs. iag | 
in ſelf; they know it is their Duty 79 Watch Aga int 
He- this Enemy, to fight againſt it, to pray againſt it, and 
we ſo they do. They more deſire his eier, than 
ioſt the. Enjoy ment of all this World, and all that it can 


ce, afford. And. yet notwithſtanding all this, ſuch is the 
up- Subtilty, and Fraud, and Violence, and Fury, and Ur 
Be- gency, and Importunity of 'tliis Adverfary, that it fre- 
nt- quently prevails to bring them into the woful Condi- 
for tion mentioned. Hence it is with Beljevers ſometimes, 
the as it is With Men in ſome Places at Sea: They have 


ind a good and fair Gale 75 Wind, it may be, all Night 

ong's they ply their Tack/irg, attend diligently their 
Buſineſs, and it may be, take great Contentment to 
conſider how they proceed in their Voyage: In che 
Morning, or after a Seaſon, coming to meaſure what | 
Way they have made, and*whart Progreſs they have 
had, they find that they .are don. backward of | 
what they were, inſtead of getting one Step for- 
goarg ; falling into à ſwift Tide, or Current againſt 
them, it hath Vuſtrated all their Labours, and 


ced rendred the Wind in their Sails almoſt © uſeleſs} | 
109 ſomewhat. thereby they have born up againſt the 
an Stream, but have made no Progreſs. So is it with 
ich \Believers: They have a good Gale of Snpp/ies ot 
ign the Spirit from above, they attend Dulie dili- 
ard- gently, pray conſtantly, hear attentively; and omit | 
ver: . —_— that may carry them in their '//oyage to- 
ints wards Eternity. But after a while, coming ſeriouſſy 
all to conſider by the Exumination of their Hearts and 
d is Ways, what Progreſs they have made, they find that 
Be- all their Aſſiſtance, and Duties, have not been able 
tom to bear them up againſt ſome /treng Jide, or Current 
Are, of Indwelling-Sin. It hath kept them indeed, thut 
lave they have not been driven and ſplit on Rech and 
heir Shelves; it hath preſerved them fm groſs, {andal- 
Dro- ous Sins, but yet they have Joſt in 255 ſbiritual 
rid: Frame, or gone ba kwards, and ares entangled under 
hey m_ wotal Decays; which- is a abt Evidence 
ꝛore of the Life of Sin, about which we ate treating. 
c it Now bocauſe the end of our diſcovering this Peter 
elf; of Sin, is, „I bat we may, be. caretul® to Obe iate and 


3 prevent 


194 Dec in Grace | 
xevent it in its Operation, and-: becauſe of all the 
Picks that it produceth, there is none more danger- 
ous, or pernicious, than that we have laſt inſiſted on, 
namely, That it prevails upon many Profeſſors unto 
an habitual Declenſion from their former Ways and 
Attainnts, notwithſtanding all the ſweetneſs and ex- 
cellency which their Souls haye found in them, I ſhall, 
as was ſaid, in the next Place conſider by what Ways 
and Means, and through what Aſſiſtance it uſually pre- 
vails in this kind, that we may the better be inſtructed 
to watch againſt it. gs = PA 
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CHAP. xv. 


Decay, in Degrees of Grace 4 ed Indivelli Six. 
| The Ways of its fre you to 4 2 oſe.. T 


T HE Ways and Means whereb Indrvelling· dir 


prevaileth on Believers unto habitual Declen- 


Pons and Decays, as to Degrees ꝙ Grace and Holineſs, | | 


is that now which comes under ConſYecration, and 


are ma 


ny. a , 31 
Firſt, 0 ox the r Converſion and calling of Sin- 
ners unto God and Chriſt, they have uſually many 


reſp Springs breaking forth in their Souls, and refreſh- 
ing Showers coming 1 them, which bear them 
up to an bigh Rate of Faith, Love, Holineſs, Fruit- 
ſulneſs and Obedience. As upon a Land. ſicod when 
man leſſer Streams run into a River, it {wells over 
its bounds, and rouls on with a more than ordinary 
tulneſs. Now if theſe Springs be not kept open, if thoy 
prevail not for the continuance. of theſe Showers, they 
muſt needs decay and go backwards. We ſhall name 
4 uy of mem. 1 : 5 - 
irſt, Tuty have a freſh, vigorous Senſe of Parden- 
ing-Mercy. According as this * the of „ ſo wall 
its Love and Delight in God, fo will its Obedience 
bc. As, I fayf93s the Senſe of Goſpel-Pardon, fo _ 


of N W Of robom I am chief, lies next their 
Heart. 


from the Prevalenty of Sin. _195 
be the Life of Goſpel-Love. Luke 7. 47. 1 ay wnts 
thee, faith our Savieur of the poor Woman, Her Sins, 
which were many, are forgiven z; for ſbe loved much > 
but to whom little is forgiven, the ſame loveth little. 


Her great Love, was an Evidence of great Fargive- 


zeſs, and her great Senſe of it. For our Saviour is 


it were for her Love, but of her Love, that it was, 
becauſe of her Forgiveneſs. . in the foregoing 
Parable, from verſes 38. and onwards, convinced th 
Phariſees, with whom he had to do, that he to whom 
maſt was forgiven, would love moſt, as Verſe 43. 
thence gives an Account of the great Love of the Wo- 
man, ſpringing from the Senſe ſhe had of the great 
Forgiveneſs, which ſhe_had ſo freely received. Thus 


Sinners at their firſt Converfion, are very ſenſible of 


his greatly ſubdues their Hearts and S 

unto all in God, and quickens them unto all Obedi- 
ence ; even that ſuch poor curſed Sinners as they were, 
ſhould ſo r be delivered and pardoned. The 
Love of for 

ly conquers and conſtrains them to make it their Bu- 

f 


od and of Chriſt in their forgiveneſs, high- 
1 1 * * . } 
econdly, I ns freſp taſte t ave had of ſpiritue 
Things, * up «4 a | Au Br reliſh. of them in 
their Souls, as that worldly Contentments whereby 
Men are drawn off from cloſe walking with God, 
are rendered ſapleſs and undeſirable unto them. Hau- 
ing taſted of the Vine of the Goſpel, they deſire no 
other, for they ſay, This is beſt. 5 was it with the 
Apoſtles upon that Ofion offered them as to a de- 
8 from Chriſt, upon the Apoſtaſie of many falſe 
rofeſſors; Vill ye alſo go away? John 6. 67. They 
anſwer by Peter, Lord, to whom (hall we ge; thou 
haſt the Words of eternal Life, Verſe 68, They had 
ſuch a ſreſb ſaver and relith of the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, and the Grace of Chriſt upon their Souls, 
that they can entertain no Thoughts of declining 
trom 1t. As a Man that hath been long kept in a 
Dungeon, if brought. forth on à ſudden into the Lig 
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not rendering a Reaſon of her Forgivengſe, as though 


105 e | 
gf the Sun, finds ſo much Pleaſure and Contentment 


ad pt — 


the 
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in it, in the Beauties of the old Creation, that he 
thinks he can never be weary of it, nor ſhalt ever be 
contented' on any account to be under Darkneſs again. 
So is it with Souls, when firſt tranſlated into the 
marvellous Light of Chriſt, to behold the Beauties of 
the New Creation. They ſee a new G/ory in him, that 
hath quite ſullied the deſirableneſs of all earthly -Diver- 
ſions. And they fee a new guilt' and filth in Sin, that 
gives. them an utter abhorrency of its old del 


in the Souls of converted Sinners, they conſtrain them 
to a vigorous active Holineſs. They can never 4s 
enough fer God; ſo that oftentimes their Zeal, as Saints, 
tuffers them not to eſcape without ſome blots on their 
Prudence as Men, as might be inſtanced in many of 


he Martyrs of old. 


Tuts then is the 771 at leaſt one Way whereby In- 
deve ling- din prepares len for Decays and Declenlions 
in Grace and Obedience: It endeavours to Hep, or 
taint theſe Springs. And there are ſeveral Ways where- 
by it bringeth this to paſs. 2 + 

Firſt, Ir works by Shth and Negligence. 
yajls in the Soul to a neglect of firring up continual 
Thoughts of, or about the things that ſo powertully 
Influentè it unto ſtrict and fruitful Obedience. If Care 


- 


be not taken,” if Diligence and Watchfulneſs be not 


uſed, and all Means, obſerved that are appointed of 

God, 10 keep a quick and living Senſe of them upon 

the Sul, =y will dry up and decay, and conſequent- 

by that Obedience that ſhould (ring from them will 
0 


ſo alſo. auc digged Wells, but the Philiftines ſtopt 


them, and his Flocks had no Benefit by . Let 
Heart never ſo little diſuſe it ſelf to gracious. Soul-, 
affecting Thoughts of the Love df God, the Croſs. 


of Chriſt, the greatneſs and excellency of Goſpel- 
Mercy, the-Beauties of Holmeß, they will quickly, 
be as much 'e/ftranged to a'Man, as in ke ia 
them. ' He that ſhuts his Eyés for a Scalon in the 
Sun, when he opens them again, can ſee nothing at 


# @ —& % 


; ights and 
pleaſures; and fo of other things. . 
Now hilft theſe and the /i4#e Springs are kept open 
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| It pre- | 


he can be to 


. from the Prevalency. of Sin. * 1 
all. And ſo much W a Man loſeth of Faith. towar 


heſe things, ſo much will they loſe of Power! towards 
Rin. They can do little ding upon him, be- 


cauſe of his Unbelief, which formerly were fo e weed. 


| ingly effectual towards him. So was i Wich 


Spouſe in the Canticles, Chap. 5. 2. Chriſt calls uni 
fler n 1. with a marvellous ig and © $racte 
Invitation unto Communion with himſelf: '* She'who 
had formerly been 7aviſved at the firſt 7 cnt 
an 


Second hy, By unframing Fg 950) fo that it call 
have formal, weary, porberleſ Thoughts af choſe 
things, which ſhould prevail with it unto Dikgence 
in thankful Obedience. The Apoſtle cautions us, that 
in dealing with God, we ſhould 'u/e Reverence and 
godly Fear, becauſe of his Purity, Holineſs, and Ma- 
elty, Heb. 12. 28, 29. And this is that Which the 

ord himſelf ſpake in the Deſtruction of Nadab and 
Abihu, I will be janttfied in them that come nigb me, 
Levit. 10. 3. He will be dealt 'withal in an àwfal, 
holy, reverent manner. So are we to deal with All 
the things of God, wherein, or ei lte 
Communion with him. The Soul is to uv a Rat 
Reverence of God in them. When Men begiftsto 
take thein into „light and rormon Though nat ons 
and improving them unto the utmoit, fort dhe Hide 
whereunto they are appointed, they "we alli Their 
Beauty, and Glory, and Power towards them. Wien 
we have any thing to do wherein Faith & Hoe to- 
wards God is to be exerciſed, we mull do (it ww 

; \ ET e e beer enn, 
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all our Hearts, with all our Minds, Strength th and Souls, 
not "Lightly, and perfun@orily, which Go abhors; 3 he 
2 th not only require that we bear his Love and 
race. jn en but that, as much as in us 
lieth, 2 1 Lak * accor ding to the worth and excel 
2 frthem. It was the Sin of Hexebiab, that he 
25264 not ain, 8 to the Benefits done to him, 
ig 32. 25. So whilſt we conſider Goſpel- 
1 uttermoſt * of the Soul ought 
t we may ray. into the ſame 
Tags o 1 2 Cor. 3 That is, that they 
0 their full —44 js” Effect upon us. 
Ot erwiſe James tells us, what our deholding the 
_ Glory, of. the Lord in a Glaſs, there mentioned by the 
Apollle, that is, reading or hearing the Mind of 
Cb in Chriſt revealed in the Goſpel, comes unto, 
p- 1, Verſe 23, 24. I is but like unto a Man be. 
4% 75 his natural Face in 4 8 3 for he bebolaeth 
\Simſelf, and goeth his 750, and ſtraightway forgetteth 
. _— my of Mag he was. It makes no Impreſ- 
him, — — no Idea nor Image of his 
Likene in his Imagination, becauſe he doth it only 
145 and with a tranſient look. So is it with | 
t will indeed think of Geſpe/-Truths, but in a 
2 t Manner, — * endeavouring with all their 
arts, * 4 Strength, to have them ingrafted 
upon their Souls, and the E Effects of them pro- 
nced in them. Now this is the Way of Sinners, in 
_ their firſt Engagements unto God. They never think 
of Pardening-Mercy, but they labour to affect their 
Whole Sauls with it, and do ſtir up themſelves unto 
Gag Sons and Returns of conſtant Obedi- 
hey think not of the Excellency of Chri/?, 
7 $45" {pi 1 Things, now newly diſcovered unto them 
ar ving Light, but they preis with all their might 
4 x r a further, a fuller "Envoy ment of them. '1 his 
Kk them Humble and Holy, k this makes them 'Thank- 
| ful and Fruitful. But now if the utmoſt Diligence 
and Carefulneſs be not uſed to improve and grow in 
- hs 'Witdom, to keep up this Frame, Jnde//ing-Sin 
working by the Yanity of the Mina; of jigs will 


;ofenkibly 


* 


ſpiritual Thin 


| the ſtoppin 
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ſtopt or tainted, the Streams will not run ſo 92213 ys. 
at leaſt not ſo ſweetly as formerly. Some by this 
Means under an uninterrupted Profeſſion, 1 80 
wither almoſt into nothing. They talk of Religio 
and ſpiritual Things as much as ever they did in their 
Lives, and , perform Duties with as much conſtancy, 
as ever they did, but yet have poor lean qa | 
Souls, as to any real and effectual Communion with. 
God. By the Power and Subtilty of Indtvelling. Sin, 
they have grown formal, and learned to deal about 
| in an overly manner, ' whereby they 
have loſt all their Life, Vigour, Savour, and Efficacy 
towards them. Be always /erious in ſpiritual Things, 
if ever you intend to be bettered by them, 
Thirdly, INDWELLING-SIN oftentimes prevails to 
of theſe Springs of Goſpel-OQbedience, 
by falſe and fobliſh Opinions, corrupting the Simpli- 
city of the Goſpel. Falſe Opinions are the works of the bl 
Fla. From the Vanity and Darkneſs of the Minds 
of Men, with a mixture moregor leſs of corrupt A. 
fections, do they moſtly Proched The Apoſtle was 
jealhas over his Corinthiaus in this Matter, he was 
afraid leſt their Minds ſhould by any means be corragted 
From the Simplicity that is in Chri/t, 2 Cor. 11. F 3. 
Which he knew wonld be attended by a Oey andy 
Declenſion in Faith, Love, and; Obedience.. And thus 
Matters in this Cafe often fall out. We have ſeen 
ſome, who after they have received 3 ſweet Tafe of 
the Love of God in Chriſt, of the Excellency of Par- 
d1zing-Mercy, and have walked humbly with God for 
many Years, in the Faith and Apprehenſion of the 
Truth, have by the en Jen of their Minds from 


the Simplicity that is in Qhriti, by talſe and fooliſh 
Opinione, elpiled all they own Experiences, and 
rcjxeetcd all the Efficacy ot Truth, as to the fuxther- , 

ance 


ibly. 
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ance of their Obedience. Hence Jobs cautions the 
El:# Lady and her Children, to take heed they were 
not ſeduced, 1% 4 23 leſe the things that they 
had twtought, Second Epiſtle of John, Verſe 8. Le 
they ſhould themſelves caſt away all their former Obedi- 
ence as loft, and a thing of no value. We have innu- 
merable. Inſtances hereof in the Days wherein we live. 
How many are there, who not many Years ſince put an 
1 value on the Pardon of Sin in the Blood 
I Ch. 


i, who delighted in Goſpel-Diſcoveries of ſpi- 
ritual Things, and walked in Obedience unto God on 


the account of them, who being beguiled and turned 
alide from the Truth as it is 323 do deſpiſe theſe 
Springs of their own former Obedience ? And as this 
is done greſy and openly in ſome, ſo there are more 
ſecret and more Hanes Inſinuations of corrupt Opi- 
nidns,. tainting the Springs and Fountains of Goſpel- 
Obediente, and through the Vanity of Mens Minds, 
which is a principal Part of [ndwelling-Sin getting 
ground upon them. Such are all thoſe that tend to 
the extenuation of 22 Grace in its Freedom, and 
Efficacy, and the Advancement of the Wills, or the 
Endeavours of Men in their ſpiritual Power and Abi- 
lity: They are all zwo of We Fleſh, and howſoever 
ſome may pretend an ulefulneſs in them to the Pro- 
motion of Holineſs, they will be found to taint the 
Springs of true Evangelical Obedience, inſenſibly to 
turn the Heart from God, and to bring the whole 
Soul Into a ſpiritual Decay. 

AND this is one Way whereby —— de. 
produceth this pernicious Effect, of drawing Men 
off from the Power, Purity, and Fruitfulneſs at- 
tending their firſt Converſion, and Engagements 
unto God, bringing them into hahitual Declenfiong 
at leaſt as unto Degrees of their. Holineſs and Grace. 
There is not any thing we ought to be more 
watchful againſt, if we intend etteCtually to deal 
with this hy and ſubtil Enemy. It is no 
ſmall part of the Wi/dem off Faith, to obſerve whe- 
ther Goſpel-Truths continue to have the ſame Sg- 
Four unto, and Efficacy upon” the Soul, as — 

| . rney 
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they, have had; and whether. an Endeavour be 
maintained to improve them continually. as at t 

fi A. Commandment that is always practiſed, 
is always new, as Fobn ſpeaks of that of Love. 
4 And he that really improves Goſpel-Truths, though 
he hears them a thouſand times, they will*be always 
vt and freſh unto him, becauſe they put him on 
neteneſt of Practice. When to another that grows 
common under them, they are burthenſome com- 


4 vun unto him; and he even loaths the Manna that 


a he is ſo accuſtomed unto. A nig govt gt - 
of Secondly, Innw ELLING-SIN doth this; &y taking Men 
J off from their Watch againſt" the Returns of Satan. 
8 en our Lord Chtiſt comes firſt to take Poſſeſ- 
* ſion of any Soul for, himſelf, he binds. that. Prong 
* Man, and jpoils bis Gagds ; he deprives him of al 

0 his Power, Doppinion and Intereſt. Satan being 
N thus diſpoſſeſt and fruſtrated in his Hopes and Ex- 
1 pectations, leaves the Soul, as finding it newly _ 
5 mortified to his Baits. So he left our Sayiour upp 

8 his firit fruitleſs 3 But it is aid, He ff 
4 bim only for a Seaſon, Luke 4: 13. He jntended to 
= return again, as he ſhould ſee his advantage. So ris it 
wy > with Believers alſo. Being out from his Intereſt 
4 in them, he leaves them for a Seaſon, at, leaſt com- 
in puatively he doth ſo. Freed from his Aſſaults and per- 
5 . Temptations, they proceed vigorouſly in the 
4d Courſe. of their Obedience, and ſo flouryh in the Ways 
of God. But this holds not; Satan returns again, and 
* if the Soul ſtands not continually upon his Guard 
againſt him, he will quickly get ſuch Advantages, ad 
wy ſhall put a notable Interruption upon his Fruitfulneſs 
"= and Obedience. Hence ſome, after they have ſpent 
t= eme Time, it may be, ſome Years, in chearful exempla- 
= } ry walking with God, have upon Satan's return, con- 
60 {umed all their latter Days in wreſtling with perplex- 


g Temptations, wherewith he hath entangled them. 
7 Others _, Plainly fallen under the power of hi 
aſtaults. It is like a Man, who having for a While 
Iived fe amongft his Neighbours, done good, and 
communtcated according to his A>ility, diftribuung .' 
” | e 
y 


the Poor, and helpin all round about him, at length 
Falling into the Ha 
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0 the Hands of vexatious, 2 opprel- 
ſive Men, he is forced to ſpend his whole Time and 
Revenue in defending himſelf againſt them at Law, 


and ſo becomes uſeleſs 8 the Place where he lives. 


So is it with many a Believer; aftcr he hath walked 
in a fruitfal Courſe of Obedience to the Glory of God, 


'and Edification of the Church of Chriſt, being afreſh 


Tet upon by the return of Satan in ene way or other, 
he hath enough to do all the Remainder 9 his Life 
to keep himſelf alive; in the mean time as to many 
races, wofully decaying and going backward., Now 
this alſo, though Satan hath an hand in it,. is. from 
Tnawtlling-Sin : I mean, the Succeſs is ſo which Sa- 
tan doth obtain in his undertaking. This encourageth 

im, maketh way for his return, and gives entrance 


to his Temptations. Vou know hob it is with them; 
. out of, whom. he is caſt only by Geſpel. Conwiction; 
/ after he hath wandred and waited a while, he faith, 


7 
Y 1 
: 


| 


'He will return to his Howſe from whence he was 
jecked. And what is the Iſſue? . Carnal Luſts have 
prevail over the Man's Convictions, and made his 
ul fit to entertain returning Devils. It is ſo-as to 
the Meaſure of Prevaleney; that Satan obtains againſt 
Believers, upon Advantages adminiſtred unto him, b 
* diſpoſing tlie Soul unto an obnoxiouſneſs to his 
emptations. 5 ; 7 
NOW the Way and Means wheteby Indwelling- 
Cin doth give Advantage to Satan for his Return, are 


all thoſe which diſpoſe them towards a Declenſion, 


which ſhalt afterwards be mentioned. Satan is a dili- 
gent, watchful, and crafty» Adverſary, he will neglect 
o Opportunity, no Advantage that is offered unto 
him /herein then ſoever our ſpiritual Strength is 
paired by Six, or which way ſoeves our Luſts preſs, 
Satan falls in with that Wealeneſs, and preſleth to- 


wards that Ruin. So that all the Achngs of the 

Law of Sin, are ſubſervient to this End of Satan. 

I ſhall . therefore only at preſeng mention one or 

ny that ſeem principally to invite Satan to attempt 
eturn. 


Fi}, 
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Firſt, Ir entangleth the Soul in the things of the 
| World, all which are ſo many Purveyors for Satan. 
When Pharaoh had let the People go, he heard after 
2 while, that they 'were entang/ed in the Wilderneſs, 
and ſuppoſeth that he ſhall therefore now overtake 
them, and deſtroy them. This ſtirs him up to purſue 
after them. Satan finding thoſe whom he hath been 
caſt out from, entangled in the things of the World, 
by which he is ſure to find an eaſie acc unto them, 
is encouraged to attempt upon them atreſh ; as the 
Spider to come down upon the ſtrongeſt Flie that is 
entangled in his Web. For he comes by his 'Tempta- 
tions only to impel them unto that whereunto by 
their own Luſts they are enclined, by adding Poz/or | 
to their Luſts, and Painting to the Oljects of them. 
And oftentimes by this Advantage he gets ſo in upon 
the Souls of Men, that they are never well free of 
him more whillt they live. And as Mens Diverſions 
encreaſe from the World, ſo do their Entanglements 
from Satan. When they have more to do in the 
World than they can well manage, they ſhall have 
more to do from Satan than they can well with- | 
ſtand. When Men are made ſpiritually faint, by deal- 
ing in and with'the World, Satan ſets on them, as 
{malck. did on the faint and weak of the People that 
ame out of Egypt. | 
Secondly, Ir produceth this Effect, by mating the 
doul Negligent, and taking it off from its Watch. We 
have before ſhewed at large, that it is one main Part 
pt the effeftual deceitfulneſs of Indwelling-Sin, to make 
Q he Soul Inadvertent, to turn it off from the diligent 
vatchful Attendance unto its Duty, which is requir- 
d. Now there is not any thing in reference where- 
G nto Diligence and Watchfulneſs is more ſtrictly en- 
Poyned, than the returning A//aults of Satan, 1 Pet. 
ks $: 8. Be faber, be vigilant; and why ſo? becauſe 
your Adverſjary the Devil. Unleſs you are exceed- 
ng Watchful, at one time or other he will Surprize 
11 ou. And all the Injunctions of our bleſſed Saviour, 
P* P Patch, are ſtill with reference unto him, and his 
5. Temptations. Now * the Soul is made Careless 
an 
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and Inadvertent, forgetting what an Enemy it hath ta 
deal withal, or is lifted up with the Sacceſſes it hath 
newly obtained againſt him, then is Satan's time to 
attempt a Re- entrance of his d Habitation ; which 
if he carinot obtain, yet he makes their Lives un- 
comfortable to themſelves, and unfruitful to others, in 
weakning their Root, and withering their Fruit through 
his = oning Temptations. He comes down upon 
dur uties of Obedience, as the Fowls upon Abraham's 
Sacrifice, that if we watch not, as he did, to drive 
them away, (for by Reſiſtance he is overcome and 
put tv flight ) he will t them. 
Thirdly, INDWELLING-SiN takes Advantage to put 
forth its Efficacy and Deceit, to withdraw Men from 
their Primitive Zeal and Holineſs, from their * 
Faith, Love, and Works, by the evil Examples of Pro- 
Ffeſſors amongſt whom they live. When Men firſt 
engage into the Ways of God, they have a reverent 
E/tzem of thoſe whom they believe to have been 
made Partakers of that Mercy before themſelves j 
| theſe, they love and honour, as it is their Duty. But 
after a while, they find many of them walking in 
many things wnevenly, crookedly, and not unlike the 
Men of the World. Here Sin is not wanting to it 
advantage. Inſenſibly it prevails with Men to a Com 
pliance with them. This Way, this Courie of Walk 
ing, doth well enoyggh with others, why may it no 
do ſo with us alſo? Such is the inward Thought 
of many, that works effectually in them. And ſ 
through the Craft of Sin, the Generation of Profeſſo 
corrupt one another. As a Stream ariſing from 1 
clear Spring or Fountain, whilſt it runs in its owr 
; peculiar Channel, and keeps its Waters unmixed, pr: 
| ſerves its Purity and Cleanneſs, but when it falls i. 
its Courſe with other Streams that are furbid an 
_feul, though — „ the ſame way with it, it be 
comes muddy and diſcolaured alſo. So is it in thi 
Caſe. Believers come forth from the Spring of the 
New-Birth, with ſome Purity and Cleanneſs, this fo 
a while they keep in the Courſe of their private walk 
ing with God; but now when they come ſometime 
| | | i 
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to fall into Society with others, whoſe Profeſſion flows 
and runs the fame way with theirs, even towards 


the World, w are often corrupted with them; 
by them, and ſo F 


of any who ſhall read this Diſcourſe, I ſhall add ſome 


Mien take heed, how they give themſelves / up untd 
a Conformity to the Profeſſors they meet withal, leſt 
Inſtead of Saints and the beſt of Men, they ſome- 


to them who bear the Image of God, they conform 
_ themſelves unto thoſe, who bear the Image of 


be they are under ſome peculiar Deſertion from God, 


their burthen, that you know not of; and for any 


| ſuffice in others, whoſe Diſtempers they know not, 
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Heaven, but yet are muddied and /ullied with Sin and 


an 
decline from their grit Purity, Faith, 
and Holineſs. Now left this may have been the Caſe 


few Cautions that are nece/ary to preſerve Men from 
this Infection. V : | 

Firſt. Ix the Body of Profeſſors, there is a great 
Number of Hypocrites. Though we cannot. fay of hit 
or that Man, that he is fo, yet that ſome there are, 
is moſt certain. Our Saviour hath told us, that it 
will be ſo to the End of the World. All that have 
Oy/ in their Lamps, have it not in their Yeſe/s. Let 


times propoſe for their example Hypocrites, which are 
the worſt; and when they think they are lite un- 


Satan. | To 
' Serondly, You know not what may be the preſent 
Temptations of thoſe whoſe Ways you obſerve. It may | 


and fo are withering for a Seaſon, until he ſend them 
ſome Refreſving Showers from above. It may be they 
are entangled with ſome /pecial Corruptions, which 18 


voluntarily to fall into ſuch a Frame, as others are 
caſt into by the Power of their Temptations, or to 
think that will ſuffice in them, which they fee to 


is Folly and Prefumption. He that knows /uch or 
uch a Perſon to be a living Man, and of an healthy 
Conſtitution, if he ſee him go crawling up and down 
about his Affairs, feeble and weak, ſometimes falling, 
ſometimes ſtanding, and making ſmall Progreſs in any 
thing, will he think it ſufficient for himſelf to do ſo 
allo? Will he not 9 whether the Perſon he 

. - — ſees. 


my 


ter, be all glorio 
able it may 
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ſees, have not lately fallen into ſome, Difemper, or 
Sickneſs, that hath weakned him, and brought him 
into that Condition? Aſſuredly he will ſo;do: Take 
heed, Chriitians, many of the Proſeſſors — * whom 
ve do converſe? are ſick, and wounded ; the wounds 
of ſome of them do ftink, and are 7 becauſe, of 
their Folly. If you have any ſpiritual Health, do not 
think their weak and uneven walking will be acce Fed. 
at your Hands; much leſs think, it will 133 or 


you to become ſict, and to be wounded allo. 


 _ Thirdly, REMEMBER that of many of the beff 
. Chriftiazs, the worſt only, is known and ſeen. Many 
ho keep up preciqus 


] iqus Communion with God, do yet 
oftentimes by their natura/ Tempers of Freedom or 
Paſſion, not carry ſo glorious Appearances. as others, 


who perhaps comb ſhort . of them in Grace, and 


the Power of Gadlineſs. In reſpect of their out- 
ward Converſatiorf it may ſeem they are ih, 
Javed, when in refpe& of their Faith and Love the 
may be eminent. / They may, as the King's Day 

s within, though their C/oaths be not 
altoays of wrought Gold. Take heed then that you 
be not infefted/ with their worſt; when ye are not 
to imitate them in their 4%: But 


to return, 2 ; n 49:3. off + 
Fourthly, Six doth this Work by cheriſhing ome 
ſecret particular Luſ? in the Heart. This the Soul 


' contends againſt faintly. It contends againſt, it upon 
the account of Sincerity, it cannot but do ſo; but it 


. doth not make thorough-work, vigorouſly to mor- 


unto God, Pal. 


tific it by the ftrength and, povver of Grace. Novv 
HE it is thus —_ a Soul, an ine! Decleution 
as to Holineſs vvill aſſuredly enſue.  Dgnid. thevvs 
us, hovv in his YH: © — his Heart: cloſe 

18. 23. I was upright before him: 
and I kept. my ſelf from mine Iniquity. His great care 


vvas, leit any one Luft ſhould: prevail in; him, or 


upon hin, that might be called i, Iniguity in a 
P 7 gs 


peculiar manner. The fame Courſe iteer'd Pa 
1 Cor. Q. 27. He vvas in daug e. ta be lifted mp Dy 
11s 


his ſpiritual Revelations, and” Enjoyments. 
. makes 
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makes him keep his Body in Suljectian, that no car- 
nal Reaſonings or vain Imagination might take 
place in him. But where Tadtvelling-Sin hath pro- 
voked, irritated, and given ſtrength unto a Fg 
it proves aſſuredly a Principal Means of a ge- 
neral Declenſion. For as an Infirmity and Weak- 
nels in any one Vital Part, will make the whole 
Body = eee ſo will the Weakneſs in any one 
Grace, which a. perplexing Luſt brings with it, 
make the Soul. It every. way weakens ſpiritual 
ſtrength. It weakens Confidence in God, in Faith and 
Prayer. The Knees will be feeble, and the Hands. 
will hang down in dealing with God, where a gall- 
ing and unmortified Luft Js in the Heart. It will 
take ſuch hold upon the. Soul, that it ſhall not be able 
2 Mal. 40. 12. It darkens the Mind by 
inuumerable fooliſh Imaginations, which it ſtirs up to 
make Proviſion for its ſelf. It ga//s the Conſcience 
with thoſe Spots and Stains, which in and by its 
Actings it brings upon the Soul. It contends in the 
Will for Rule and Dominion: An active ftirring 
Corruption would have the commanding. Power in the 
Soul, and it is ever and anon ready to take the 
Throne, It difturbs the Thoughts, and ſometimes 
will even frighten the Soul from dealing with it by 
Meditation, leſt corrupt Affections being entangled b 
it, Grace loſes ground inſtead of prevailing. It Se 
out oftentimes into ſcandalous Sins, as it did in Da- 
Vid, and Hezekiah, and loads the Sinner with Sor- 
row and Diſcouragement. By theſe, and the like 
Means, it becomes- to the Soul, like a Meth in a Gar- 


ment, to eat up and deyour the ſtrongeſt Threcds of 
it, ſo that though the whole han 12 together, it is 


cally torn in pieces. Though the Soul with whom 
it is thus, do for a Seaſon keep up a ſar Profei/ion, 
et his ſtrength is ſecretly devoured; and every 
Temptation tares and rents his Conſcience at plea- 
ſure. It becomes with ſuch Men, as it is with tome 


who have for a many Years been of a found ftrong - 
Atbletichk Conltitution. , Some ſecret Hectical Diſtmnper | 


ſcizeth on them: For a Soma they take ng ng 
v 2 3 0 
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of it; or if they do, they think they ſhall do well 
enough with it, and caſily ſhake it off when they 
have a little leaſure to attend unto it: But for the 
preſent, they think as Samſon with his Locks cut, 
they will do as at other times. Sometimes it may 
be they complain, that they are not tell, they know 
not what aileth them, and it may be riſe violently 
in an Oppoſition, to their Diſtemper; but after a 
while frruggling m vain, the, vigour of their Spirits 
and Strength failing them, they are forced to yield to 
the power of a Conſumption. And now all they can 
do, is little enough to keep them alive. It is ſo with 
Men brought into ſpiritual Decays, by any ſecret per- 
plexing Corruption. It may be they = had a" vi- 
gorous Pringiple of Obedience and Holineſs; Indeuell. 
| ing-Sin wate ing its Opportunities, by ſome Tempta- 
. tion or other, hath kindled and enflamed ſome parti- 
) cular Luſt in them. For a while it may be they 
p take little notice of it. Sometimes they complain, but 
| think they will do as in former Times, until being 
wang; > weakned in their RO Strength, they 
have Work enough to do in keeping alive what re- 
mains, and is ready to die, He/ea 5. 13. I ſhall not 
add any thing here as to the prevention and obviat- 
ing this advantage of Indtoelling-Sin, having elſew here 
treated of it peculiarly apart. | 
i Fifthly, Ir. Works by cpligence of private Commu- o 
nion with Ged in Prayer and Meditation. I have ſhew-' 
ed before, how 1nawelling-Sin puts forth its deceitful- 
nes, in diverting the Soul from Watchfulneſs in and 
unto theſe Duties. Here if it prevails, it will not 
fail to induce an Habitual Declenſion in the whole 
Courſe of Obedience. All neglect of private Duties 
is principled by a toearineſt of God, as he complain- 
eth, Iſa. 43. 22. Thou haſt not called upon me, thou 
haſt} been weary of me. Neglect of Invocation pro- 2 
ceeds from Wearineſs. And where there is Wears- 
neſs, there will be withdrawing from that whereot 
we are weary. Now God alone being the Foun- 
tain and Spring of ſpiritual Life, if there be a Wears- 
ne of him, and withdrawing from him, it is - 
powmuoe 
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poſſible but that there vvill à decay in the Life en- 
Ge. Indeed vvhat Men are in theſe Duties, I mean, 
as to Faith and Love in them, that they are and no 
more. Here, lies the Root of their Obedience, and 
if this fail, all Fruit will quickly fail. You may ſome- 
times ſee 3 Tree flouriſhing with Leaves and Fruit, 
goodly and pleaſant. After a while the Leaves be- 
gin to decay, the Fruit to wither, the whole ta 

Search, and you ſhall find the Root, where- 
by it ſhould draw in Moiſture and Fatneſs from the 
Earth, to ſupply the Body and Branches with Sap 
and Juice for Growth and Fruit, hath received 3 
Wound, is ſome way periſhed, and doth not perform 
its Duty, ſo that though the Branches are flouriſhing | 
a while with what they had received, their Suſte- 
nance being interoepted, they muſt decay. So it is 
here. Theſe Duties of private Communion with 
God, are the Means of receiving Supplies of /piritual 
Strength from him; of Sap and Fatneſs from Chriit 
the Vine and Olive. Whilſt they do ſo, the Con- 
- verſation and Courſe of Obedience flouriſheth, and is 
fruitful, all outward Duties are chearfully and regular- | 
Yy S But if there be > Wound, a Detett, a 

ng in that which ſhould firſt take in the ſpiritual 
radical Moiſture, that ſhould be communicated ynta 
the whole, the reſt may for a Seaſon maintain their 
Station and Appearance, but after a while, Profeſſion 
will wither, Fruits will decay, and the whole be 
ready to die. Hence our Saviour lets us know, 
Matth. 6. 6. What a Man is Bjer of in theſe. pri- 

t 


< 


vate Duties, that he is in the Eyes of God, and no 
more. And one Reaſon amongſt others is, Becauſe 
they have à more vigorous Acting of wwmixed Grace, 
than any other Duties whatever. In all or molt par- 
- ticular Duties, beſides the Influence that they may 
have from carnal Reſpects, which are many, and, the 
Ways of their Inſinuation ſubtile, and imperceptible, 
there is an Alliy of Gifts, which ſometimes even de- 
vours the pure Gold of Grace, which ſhould be the 
Chief and Principal in them. In theſe, thera is im- 
mediate Entercourſe __ God, and that which 4 
4 ® 


them from bearin 
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_ Seaſon become alike. ug them: Have. th 
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F 


 Gputing about.,them, all is well. 
Sin, it 1 6 


of himſelf in the Soul. If once Sin by its Prein 
| fro 
diligent Attendance unto Communion with God, — 


that are continually, 78 © f 


4 s- 


conformable .unto, them, they generally learn ſo to 
formerly nown, ' Which, were 


ſometimes, inlaid in their Hearts with more Efficacy 
and Power., This hath... proyed, if Pet 
e. 


in theſe Dazs of Light 
7 Ned 1 from June. cloſe 
«4lkjng, many have winhered: into, an empty, barrgn, 
All things almolt have in a ſhort 

eme alike ur ave . they  bgen 

true or falſe, ſo they, might be; eating of them, and 
ti. 8s Food or 

atcheth, encreaſeth, it, and, is, realed 1 


: 
s. 


it. A notable way: at is for, the Vanyy, that, is in the 


DE THIN, yeh 


- Mind, to exert, it, ſelf, without a Rebuke, from Con- 


{cience. Whilit Men are talking, and writing, and 
K and hearing Preaching, it 


Rudying about Rel! EY | 
may be, with great de/ight, as thole in Ezcite/, 
(> Chap. 
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from the Prevalenty of Sin. 211 

Chap, 33. 32. Conſcience, unleſs throughly awake 
and . pect, and furniſhed with ſpiritual Wiſſom 
and Care, will be _ well pacified, and enter no 
Rebukes or Pleas againſt the way that the Soul is in. 
But yet all this may be nothing but the acting, of 
that natural Vanity which lies in the Mind, and 18: a 
principal Part of the Sin we treat of. And generally 
this is fo, when Men content themſelves, as Wass 
ſaid, with the ; Notions of Truth, without labouring: | 
atter an Experience of the Power of them in their: 
Hearts, and the 0 forth the Fruit of them in. 
their Lives, on which a decay mult needs enſue. . 
. Seventhly, GRowTn ix carnal; Wiſdom, is another 
help to Sin, in producing this ſad effect. Thy Wi 
dom and thy Knowledge, faith the Prophet, bath per- 
verted thee, Iſa. 47. 10. So much as carnal Wi 
encreaſeth, ſo much Faith decays. The proper Work 
of it is, to teach a Man ta tru/# to and-in_bimſelf, 
of Faith to truſt wholly in another. 80 it labaurs 
to deſtroy the whole Work of Faith, by''canfmg the 
Sou! to return into a _— fulneſt of his on. 
We have woful Examples of the Preyaleney A this 
Principle of Declenſion in the Days wbereim Wwe 
live. How many a poor, humble, broken hearted 
Creature, who followed after God in Simplicity and 
Integrity of Spirit, have we ſeen, through the Ob- 
tervation of the Ways and Walkings-of others, and 
cloling with the "Temptations to Craft and Subtilty, 
which Opportunities in the World have adminiſtred 
unto them, come to be dipt in a worldly carnal * 
Frame, and mls to wither in their Profeſfivn? 
Many are ſo ſullied hereby, that they. are not- to be 
known to be the Men they were. 3 
Eigbibly, So uE great Sin hing long in the Hea 
and Conjcience unrepented of, or not repented of as it 
ought, and as the Matter requires, furthers Iadwelling- 
S/z in this Work. Ihe great turn of the Lite of 
David, whence his firff Ways carried the Reputation, 
was in the harbouring his great Sin- in his Conſci- 
ence, without ſuitable Repentance. It was otherwiſe 
we know with Peter, he had. another Iifue. A 

| | grear 


212 De Power of Sin 
t Sin will certainly give a t turn to the Life 
2 Profeſſor. If it be bel 2 in the Blood of P 
Chriſt, with that Humiliation which the Goſpel re- e 
quires, it often proves a Means of more Watchful- 1 
neſs, Fruitfulneſs, Humility, and Contentation, than | 
| « ever the Soul before obtained. If it be neglected, it 
certainly hardens the Heart, weakens ſpiritual Strength, 
- enfeebles the Soul, diſco uraging it unto all Commu- 
nion with God, and is a notable Principle of a gene- 
ral decay. So David complains, Pfal. 38. g. 

Wounds ſtink, and are corrupt: becauſe of my Fooliſb- 
neſs. His preſent Diſtemper was not fo much from 
his Sin, as his Folly; not ſo much from the Wounds 
| he had received, as from his negle& to make a time- 
ly Application for their Cure. It is like a 6roken 
Bone, hich being well ſet, leaves =} oy ſtronger 
than before; if otherwiſe, makes the Man a Cripple 
all his Days. Theſe Things we do but briefly name, 
| and ſundry. other Advantages of the like nature that 
i| Sin makes uſe of to produce this Effect, might alſa 
be inſtanced in; but theſe may ſuffice unto our pre- 
| ſent Purpoſe. Whatever it uſeth, it ſelf is ſtill the 
Principle; and this is no {mall Demonſtration of its 

Efficacy and Power. | 


8 
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4 e Strength of Indevelling-Sin, manifeſted from itt 
N Power and Effects in Perſons Unregenerate. 
| 


T. is of the Power and Efficacy of Indwelling-Sin, 
28 it remains in ſeveral * in Believers, that 
we are treating. Now | have elſewhere ſhewed, 


(ol That the Nature and all the natural Properties of it 
4 do ſtill remain in them: Though therefore we can- 
| not prove directly, what is the Strength of Sin in 
uo them, trom what its Pozer is in/ thoſe, in whom it 
| ts only checked, and not at all weakned; yet may 


we 


# 0 
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in Perſons Unregenerate.” 2113 | 
awe from an Obſervation thereof, caution Believers . 
the real Power of that martal Enemy, with dre 
they have to do. : YT he 
5 75 5 the Plague do violently rage in one City, de- 
ſtroying Multitudes, and there be in anotber àn In- 
fection of the ſame kind, which yet ariſes not unto 
that height and fury there, by Reaſon of the Cvr reg. 
on that it meets withal from a better Air, and Re- 
medies uſed; yet a Man may demonſtrate unto the 
Inhabitants, the Force and Danger of that Infection 
t in among them, by the Efes that it hath, and 
doth produce among others, Who have not the Bene 
fit of the Preventives and Preſervatives which they 
enjoy; which will both teach them to value the 
Means of their Preſervation, and be the more watch 
ful againſt the Power of the Infection that is amon 
them. Ir is fo in this Caſe. Believers may be taugh 
what is the Power and Efficacy of that Plague 
Sin, which is in and among them, by the Efe the 
fame Plague produceth in and among others, wha 
have not thoſe Corre#ions- of its Polſon, thoſe 
Preſervatives from Death, which the Lord Jeſus hath 
furniſhed them withal. - a e e 
Having then fixed on the Demonſtration of 
the Power of Sin, from the Efe#s it doth pro- 
duce, and having given à double Inſtance hereof 
in Believers themſelves, I ſhall no further evidence 
the ſame Truth, or ' purſue the fame Evidence of it, 
by ſhewing ſomewhat ' of the Power that it acteth 
in them, who are Unregenerate, and ſo have not the 
— 2 againſt. it, which Believers are furniſhed 
witnal. e PIP | 
I ſhall not handle the whole Power of Sin in Un- 
regenerate Perſons, which is a very large Field, 
and not the Buſineſs I have in hand; but only by 
ſome fer Inſtances of its Effects in them, intimate, 
as | "rs unto Believers, what they have to deal 
withal. | t Rr 
phe. then, it appears in the Violence it offers to 
the Nature of 7 compelling them unto Sins, 
fully contrary to all the Fin ple of the reaſon- 
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W ther ow. niet. fam 
Us aer — of G Gol kath i in ug Creation, 
4 


aw of ee implanted in it, 8 is the 
N of all that pr — 9 from it, of all that if 
ow, Sf 2 own accord. So the Fire aſcends: 
wards, 8, B * that are weighty and 1 en 
Water flows, each apcording Fl 


rinc 
of their; e which give them Aae 605 
Oferatian. That which hinders Bug e 
wan, - Force and V olence, as that * hinders 
2,Soge from deſcending, - or. 


ie. Fire from , gol 
ops That which, 12 the 9 


em to move con- 
o;,the Law of their Nature, as a Stone to = 


wp ox the Firę to deſcend, is in its kind 
W 4 ja of which * Degrees are endleſs. 
= at which ſhould take 45 great M; pit | 
- and, fling it . into the Air, all woul 
7 to be a Matter of wonderful Force, P owe, 


Te AN We hath his Law of oe, and Wark- 
* with; him. And this may be con- 


ays; either, 8 * 5 7 en to 
Him Ek DEE Creatures : Or, Second, ecaliars 
With d unto that ſpecial End 957 5 which, h 

Some. things are, I fay, in this Low 
of Nats ae, commul 4 i; an , goith other £ Features. 3. as 
to Nn their 2 eine live 994 2 y . they 
of me , Race them 3 


and fol low alter. ieh is good - tor "= 


an; t t. State an 8 WI N chey are 
cx Theſe are things Which all rute liring 


. we. in the Law of cir Nature, as My. 


an. thhecial © anner to give Glory to 
tional. and Moral Obedience, 4 45 to obtain a 
Po; in the Enjoyment of, him; There are many 
4 — in the Lao of his Creation that are peculiar 


"4B _ things, Man being, . 
Od, U 


40 him; as to /ove God afvue, all, to ſeek the Enjoy- 


ment of him as his chieſeſt Good and. laſt 38 10 
Will, and to yield Obe- 


Ace, 


* 


1 Perſons Unregenerate. .. . 215 
dience, and the like. All vvhich are Part of the 


v, of his Nature. 


NOW. theſe Things are not diſtinguiſhed + "4 . 2 5 


though a Man might perform the Actions of the 


Law of his Nature, which are common to him witlt - 


other Creatures, meerly from the Principle | off his 
Nature, as they doz but the Law of his Dependance 
upon God and doing all Things in Obedience unto 
him, paſſeth on them all alſo. He can never be con- 


2 : 
”7 eo. a 


— 


ſidered as a meer Creature, but as a Creature made for 


the Glory of God, by N 
Rational, becauſe by him choſen, and performed, with 


Reaſon; and Moral, becauſe regulated by a Law, 


whereunto Reaſon doth attend. : | 
Fox Inſtance; It is common to Man with other 
Creatures, to take care for the nouriſhing of his Chil- 
gren, of the young helpleſs Ones that receive their 
being, by hin! There is implanted in him, in the 

them, 2 


rinciples of his Nature concreated with 


Love and Care ſor them; ſo is it with other living 


this I- 


Creatures. Now. let other Creatures anſwer 
inſt them 


4 


inch aud Inclination, and be not hardned a 

ike the Ae, a Men J 9 God: aath, = 
Imparted this natural  Wildem, 7% 39.16, 17. -4 hey 
fally anſwer the Larw. of their Creation. Wah Man 


it is not ſo; it is not enough for him to anſwer 
the Inſtinct and ſecret Impulſe and Inelination of 
his Nature and Kind, as in the Nouriſhing, of his 
Children; but he muſt do it allo in Sbjection 
% Gd, and obey him therein, and doing it unto 
his Glory; the Law of Moral Obedience: paſſing 
over all his whole Being, and all his Operations; 
but in theſe things ly (as it were) the wwho/e'of 2 
Man, namely, in the things which are implanted 
in his Nature as a Creature, common to him with 
all other living Creatures, feconded by the Com- 
mand or Will of God, as he is a Creature capable 
of yieldeng Marul Obedience, and doing all things for 
his Glory. e | ELK p 
Luar then, which ſhall drive and compel à Man 
10 trantgrels this Law of his Nature, which 1s _ 
only 


Rational, Moral Obedience: 


— 
1 
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m6 The Power of Sin 
only as to throto  Miſflones upward, to drive Suk 
7 taking care of Her Young, to take from Cattle 
of the ſame kind the herding of themſelves in quiet- 
Neſs, but moreover, to caſt off what lies in him, his 
Fadamental Dependance on God, as a Creature made 
to yield him Obedience; muſt needs be eſteemed of 
great Force and Efficacy. - 
NOW this is frequently done by ſndwelling-Sin; 
wy Perſons Unregeneraie. Let us take ſome few In- 
ces. ie: 9h 
Firſt, Taznrs is nothing that is more deeply 
inlaid. in the Principles of the Natures of all living 
Creatures, and ſo of Man lumfelf, than a Love un- 
£0, and a Care for the Preſervation and Nouriſhing 
of their 13 Many brute Creatures will die for 
them, ſome feed them with their own Fleſh and 
Blood; all deprive themſelves of that Food which 
Nature directs them to as their beſt, to impart it to 
them; and acting in their behalf to the utmoſt of 
their Power. 1 . 
NOW ſuch is the — Power, and Force of 
Indtvelling-Sin in Man; an Infection that the Nature 
of other Creatures knows nothing of, that in many 
it prevails to 0 this Fountain, to beat back the 
Stream of natural Affections, to root up the Prin- 
ciples of the Law of Nature, and to drive them un- 
to a Neglect, a Deſtruction of the Fruit of their own 
Loins. Paul tells us of the old Gentiles, that they 
were aſorgoi, Rom. 1. 31. without natural Affection; 
That which he aims at, is that barbarous cuſtom 
among the Romans, who oft- times to ſpare the 
trouble in the Education of their Children, and to be 
at liberty to ſatisfie their Luſts, deſtreyed their own 
| Chilaren from the Womb: S$o far did the ſtrength of 
Sin prevail to obliterate the Law of Nature, and to 
* the force and power of it. | 
XAMPLES of this nature are common in all 
Nations; amongſt our ſelves, of Women murdering 
their own Children, through the deceitful reaſoning 
of Sin. And herein Sin turns the ſtrong Current of 
Nature, darkens all the Light of God in the Soul, 
Bios 


the Sacrifice 


in Perſons Unregenerate. © 


But yet 
this evil hath, through the efficacy of Sin, — 
a fearful aggravation. Men have not only ain, but 
cruelly jacrzficed their Children to fatisfie their Luſts. 
The Apoſtle reckons d and ſo conſequently 
all Superſtition, among the Wor 


in. Now from hence it is, that Men have offered 
that horrid and unſpeakable Violence to the Law. 
of Nature mentioned. So the P/a/mift tells us, 
= 106. 37, 38. The fame is again mentioned, 
al. 7. 31. and in ſundry other places. The whole 
manner of that abomination I have -elſewhere de- 
clared. For the preſent it may ſuffice to intimate, 
that they took their Children and burnt them to. aſbes 
in a ſoft Fire; the wicked Prieſts that a in 
affording them this relief, that they 
made a Noiſe and Clamour, that the vile wretches 
might not hear the woful Moans. and Cries of 
the poor dying tormented Infants, I ſuppoſe in this 
Caſe we need no further Evidence. Naturalifts can 


ive no rational Account, they can only admire , 
"hs ſecret Force of that little Fiſh, which, they | 


fay, will ſtop a Ship in full Sail in the 
of the 


7 


Sea. And we muſt acknowledge, that it is 
beyond our Power to give an Account of that e- 
cret Force, and unſpeakable Deceit that is in this 
inbred Traitor, Sin; that cannot only flop the 
Courſe of Nature, when all the Sails of it that carry 
ed, as they are in that of Al- 


it forward are ſo fill 
fections to Children; but alſo drive it backward with 
ſuch a Violence and Force, as to cauſe Men ſo to 
deal with their own Children, as a good Man would 
not be hired with any Reward to deal with his 
Dog. And it may not be to the diſadvantage of the 
25 to know and conſider, that they ca that 
about them, in them, which in others hath pro- 
duced theſe Effects. | 
THe like may be ſpoken of all other Sins 
againſt the prime Diftates of the Law of 2 
| t 


| | 4 ory 
Tontrols all natural Principles, influenced with the 
Power of the Command and Will of God 


ks of the Fleſh, Gal. 
$ 20. That is, the Fruit and Product of Indwelling- 
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that Mankind is, or hath been ſtained and defamed 
vvithal. Murder of Parents and Children, of Wives 
and Huſbands. Sodormy, Ince/t, and the like enor- 
mities; in all which, Sin prevails in Men againſt 
2 whole Nature of their Being and Dependance upon 


W Maur ſhould I ecki i the Murders of Cain 


and Abel, the Treaſon of Fadas, with their Aggra- 
. rations; or remind the filth and villany of Nero, 
in whom Sin ſeemed to deſign an Inſtance of what 
it could deba/e the: Nature of Man unto? In a Word, 
all the ſtudied, premeditated Perjuries; all the de- 
» ſigned, bloody Keverges ; all the filth and unclean- 
nels ; all the Enmity to God and his Ways that is 
— the World, is Fruit growing from this Root 
Alone. ; 2 
* ons, Ir evidences its efficacy in keeping 
Men off from &-/ieving under the Diſpenſation of 
: _ 122 This Evidence muſt be a little further 


cleared. | | 
Firſt, Uxp ER the Diſpenſation of the Gofpol, 
there are but few that do believe. So the Preachers 
of it complain, '//a: 53: r. Who hath believed our 
Report? Which the Apoſtle: interprets of the Pau- 
: s/ty of | Believers, John 12. 38. Our Saviour Chrilt 
- himſelf tells us, that many are called; the Word is 
- preached unto many, but e are choſen. And ſo 
the Church complains of its Number, Micah 6. 1. 
Few there be who enter the narrow Gate, daily Ex- 
perience confirms this woful Obſervation. How 
many Villages, Pariſhes, yea, Towns may we go 
unto, where the Goſpel, it may be, hath been 
. preached many Years, and perhaps ſcarce meet a 
true Believer in them, and one who ſhews forth the 
Death of Chriſt in his Converſation? In the belt 
Places, and moſt eminent for Profeſſion, are not ſuch 
- Perions like the Berries after the ſhaking of an Olive- 
Tree, two or three in the top of the upmoſt Boughs, 

and four. or five in the higheſt Branches? 
Secondly, THERE is propoſed to Men in the 
Preaching of the Goſpel, as Motives unto Believing, 
every 


wt 7 


G 
A 
V 
It 
? 
fi 
ti 
Pe 
ec 
7 
v 
80 
th 
A 
of 
th 
of 
e 
04 
P 
v 
of 
3 
l 


- AT 7 WW uid - 


ee &@ i 1 v Aw 4a 


1 


1 „ HW A% 1» 


2 
w 


<< v0 


.S 6 Rs TUWwsYu 


m # Perſons Unregenerate. ous 7 
efery thing in Conjunction, that /evera/ly prevail with 
Mey to do whatever elſe they do -_ their Lives. 
Whatever any one doth with Conſideration, he doth 
it either, becauſe it is reaſonable and good for him fo 
ta do, or profitable and advantagious, or pleaſant, or 

y. Neceſſary for the avoidance of evil; whatever, 

| ſay, Men do with Conſideration, whether it be 
_ or evil; whether it be in the Works of this 
Fake, or in things that lead to another; they do it 
from one or other of the Reaſons or Motives men- 
tioned. And, God knows, oft-times they are ver 
poor and mean in their kind, that Men are prevail- 
ed upon by. How often will Men for a very /ittle - 
Pleajare, à very little Profit, be induced to do that 
which ſhall imbitter their Lives, and damn their 
Souls. And what Induſtry will they uſe to avoid 
that which they apprehend evi or grievous to them. 
And any one of theſe is enough to / the Wheels 
af Mens utmoſt Endeavours, and ſet Men at work to 
the purpoſe. Z | 
Bur now theſe Things centre in the Propoſal 
of the Goſpel, and the Command of Believing ; and 
every one of them in @ Kind, that the whole World 


can propoſe nothing like unto it. 


IT is the moſt reaſonable thing that can be pro- 
poſed to the Underitanding of a Man; that he 
who through his own. default hath loſt that my 
of bringing glory to God, and faving his own Sou 
(for which ends he was made) that he was firſt 
* in, ſhould accept of, and embrace, that other, 
leſſed, eaſie, ſafe, excellent way, for the attain- 
ing of the Ends mentioned, Which God in infi- 
nite Grace, Love, Mercy, Wiſdom, and Righte- 
no oy found out, and doth propoſe unto 
him. And, | 

Secondly, Ir is the profitableft w__ that a Man 
n poſſibly be invited unto; if there be any Profit, 
vor Benefit, any Advantage in the forgiveneſs of Sins, in 
he Love and Favour of God, in a bleſſed Immorta- 
ty, in eternal Glory. And, ä | 
Fxrrdly, Ir is maſt pleaſant allo; ſurely it is a 

| P | pleaſant 


{ Blezſant thing to be brought ant of D 


* 


T4 
4 


| arkntſs ind 
ight,, out of 2 2 1 unto a Throne, from 
Captivity and Slavery to Satan and curſed Luſts, to 


the glorious Liberty of the Children of God, with a 


+ 


tioned. And, FT ITT, GD | 
Furth, Ir is ſurely neceſſary, and that not only 
from the Command ef God, who hath the Supream 
Authority over us, but alſo indiſpenſibly ſo for 
the avoidance of eternal ruin. of Body and Soul, 


thouſand heavenly ſeveerngſſes not now to be men- 


Marth. 16. 16. It is conſtantly propoſed under 
. theſe Terms, Believe, or you periſtt under the 


weight of the Wrath of the great God, and that for 


© evermore. 


Bur now noticing that all theſe Con- 
ſiderations are preached unto Men, and preſſed upon 
them in the Name of the great God, from Day to 
Day, from one Year to another, yet, as was be- 
fore obſerved, very few there are, who ſet their 
Hearts unto them, ſo as to embrace that which the 
lead unto. Tell Men ten thouſand times, that this 
is Wiſdom, yea, Riches, that all their Profit lies in 
It, that they will alfuredly and eternally periſh, and 
that it may be within a few Hour, if they receive 
not the Goſpel; aſſure them that it is their on/y In- 
tereſt and Conce nment, let them know that God 
himſelf ſpeaks all this unto them; yet all is one, they 
regard it not, ſet not their Hearts unto it, but ( as it 
were) plainly ſay, We will have nothing to ds with 
theſe things; they will rather periſh in their Luſts, 
than accept of Mercy. . 

Thirdly, Ir is Indæelling- Sin that both diſenableth 
Men uiito; and hinders them from believing, and 
that alone: Blinaneſs of Mind, Stubbornneſs of the 


Will, Senſuality of the AﬀeCtions, all concur to 


keep poor perithing Souls at a diſtance from Chhriſt. 
Men are made #/ind by Sin, and cannot fee his Ex- 
cellencies, o/tinate, and will not lay hold of his Rights 
onineſs, */en/elc/s, and take no notice of their own 
eternal Concernments. 


NOW certainly that which can prevail 22 


-Y to ni 


on 
ledge of the Lord and Savieur Fejus C 
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Men wife and ſober, and prudent in other things 
0 ect and deſpiſe the Love of God, the Blood 
of Chriſt, the eternal Welfare of their own Souls, 
upon weak and worthleſs Pretences, muſt be acknow- 
ledged to have an aſtoniſhable Force and Efficacy ac- 
Dy 200 4. It. C 

„ Wuos E Heart, who hath once heard of the Ways 
of God, can but bleed to ſee poor Souls eternally pe- 
riſhing under a thouſand gracious Trvitations, to accept. 
of Mercy and Pardon in the Blood of Chrif.? And 
can we but be. aſtoniſhed at the Power of that Prin- 


ciple from whence it is, that they run 7 to 
em 


[their own Deſtruction? And yet all this befalls t 

from the Power and Deceit of Sin that dwelleth 
in chem. FF 8 
3. IT is evident in their fofal Apoſiafies. Many 
Men. not really converted, are much wrought upon 
by the Word. The Apoſtle, tells us, that, they do 
ran eſcape them that ' live in Error, 2Pet. 2. 18. 
They ſeparate themſelves from Idolatry and falſe 
"Worſhip, owning and profeſſing the Truth; and 
they all eſcape the Pollutions of the World, verſe 20. 
That is, the Corruption that is in the World through 
Luft, as he expreſſeth it, Chap. 1. FYerſe 1. Thoſe 
; filth N and unclean ways, which the Men 
of the World, in the purſuit of their Luſts, do 
walk and live in; theſe they gſcape from, in the 
amendment of their Lives, and ordering of their 
Converſation according to the Convictions which 
they have from the Word. For, ſo he tells us, 
that all this is brought about, hr ugh the Know- 
7; That is, 

by the preaching of the Goſpel 3 they are ſo far 
_ wrought upon, 47 0 2 all ways of falſe Wor- 
ſhip, to profe/s the Truth, to reform their Lives, and 
t are upon 


— walk aniwerable to the Convictions tha 
em. | | | 
By this Means do they gain the Reputation of 
Profeſſors, They have a Name to live, Rev. 3.1. and 
are made Partakers of ſome, or all of thoſe Pri- 
@ilcages of the Goſpel, that are numbred by the 
| Re P 2 Apoltle, 


222 De Power of Sit 
Apoſtle, Heb. 6. 4, 5. V 
IIx is not my preſent Buſineſs to ſhew Bes fat, 
er wherein a Man may be efeAually wrought upon 
by the Word, and yet not be really wrought over 
to cloſe with Chriſt; or what may be the utmoſt 
bounds and limits of a common Work of Grace upon 
Unregenerate Men: It is on all hands confeſſed, 
that it may be carried on ſo far, that it is very 
difficult to diſcern, between its Effects and Pro- 
ductions, and thoſe of that Grace which is ſpecial 
and faving. ; of n i fig 

Bur now, notwithſtanding all this, We ſee 
many of theſe daily Vall o 7 * Cod, utterly and 
wickedly ; ſome into Debauchery and Uncleanneſe, 
ſome to Worldlineſs and Covetouſneſs, ſome to be 
Periecuters of the Saints, all to the Perdition o 
their own Souls. How this comes about, the 
Apoſtle declares in that place mentioned; they 
are, ſaith he, entang/ed again; to entice and entangie, 
as I have ſhewed before, from Fames 1. 14, 14. is 
the proper work of [ndwe/livg-Sin; it is that alone 
which entangles the Soul; as the Apoſtle | 
verſe 18. 750 are allured from their. whole Pro- 
A 4 into curſed Apoſtaſie, through the Luſts of 
T 7852 
Ir prevails upon them through its Deceit and 
Power, to an utter Relinguiſhment of their Profeſſions 
and [hit - Whale Engagement unto God: And this 
ſeveral ' ways evinces the greatneſs of its ſtrength 
and . efficacy :., 
1. Ix that it giveth ſtop or control unto that 
exceeding greatneſs of Power which is put forth in 
the, Word, in their Conviction and 6 Faw wwe 

Ne ſee it by Experience, that Men are not eaſily 
wrought upon by the Word; the moſt of Mon can 
live under, the Diſpenſation of it all the Days of 
their Lives, and continue as ſenſeleſs and ſtupid as 
the Seots they lit, upon, or the Flint in the Rock 
of Stone. Mighty Difficulties, and Prejudices mult - 
be conquered, great Strotes muſt be given to the 
Conſciguce, betyrs this can be brought about. It 
v5 | 15 
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If as the ſtopping of a River in his Courſe, and 


ver turning his Streams another way; the hindering 
olk of a Stone in his falling downwards, or the turn- 
an ing . of the wild Aſs, when furiouſly ſet to 
CY. purſue his way, as the Prophet N "4 2. 24+ 
ery to turn Men from their corrupt Ways, Sins and Plea- 
ro- ſures, to make them pray, faff, bear, and do man 
cial things contrary to the Principle of the Fleſh, which 
. is ſecretly predominant in them, er and glad- 
ſoe ly; to cauſe them to profe/s sf and the Goſpel, 
and it may be under ſome Trials and Reproaches, to give 
els them Light to ſee into ſundry Myſteries, and G:fds 
be for the diſcharge of ſundry Duties; to make dead, 
7 blind, ſenſeleſs Men, to wall, and falt, and do all the 
the outward Offices and Duties of living and healthy Men, 
hey with the like Attendencies of Conviction and Refor- 
ole, mation, are the Effefts and Products of mighty Pow- 
2 is er and Strength. Indeed the Power that the Holy 
oue Ghoſt puts forth by the Word, in the Raggering and 
aks, conciction of Sinners, in the zwaktening of their Conſci- 
576. ences, the enligbining of their Minds, the «hanging 
of © of their Affections, the awing of their Hearts, the 
hy | reforming of their Lives, and compelling them to Du- 
ad ties, is unexpreſſible. | 


Bur now, unto all theſe is there check and con 


ons : bw ge | n 
trol given by , Indwelling-Sin. It prevails againſt 

6 this zohole Work of the Spirit by he Word, * ch 

go all the Advantages of Providential Diſpenſations, in 

that Afflictions, and Mercies, wherewith it is attended. 

2 1 When Sin is once enraged, all theſe things become 

ey but like the Withs and Cords wherewith Sam/or * 

ifily was bound before. his Head was Shaven: Cry but 


to it, The Pphiliſtines are upon thee; here is a /ub- 


2 file, a ſuitable Temptation, now ſhew thy Strength 
* and Efficacy, all theſe things become like Joo that 
3 bare ſnelt the Fire. Conſcience is ſtifled, Reputation in 
ul - the Church of God deſpiſed, Light ſupplanted, the 
tho Impreſſions of the Word caſt off, Ci digeſted, 
9 Heaven and Hell are deipiſed; Sin makes its way 


15 through all, and utterly turns the Soul from the 
good and right Ways - God. Sometimes it _ 
4 3 a t 


2:4 Ve Power of Sin 
this ſabtilly, by imperceptible Degrees, taking off all. 
force of former Impreſſions from the 15 by the 
Word, ſullying Conſcience b rees, hardning the 
Heart, and making ſenſual the Affections by vari- 
ous workings, that the poor hack/lider in Heart ſcarce 
knows what- Ie is doing, until he be come to the 
very bottom of all Impiety, Profaneneſs, and Logs.” : 
2 God. Sometimes falling in Conjunction with 
ome vigorous Temptation, it ſuddenly, and at once 
Bu the Soul into a Courſe of Alienation from 
God, and the Profeſſion of his Ways. 
2. Ir takes them off from thoſe Hopes of Heaven, © 
which upon their Convictions, Obedience, and 
temporary Faith, or believing. they had attained, : 
There is 'a general Hope of Heaven, or at leaſt of 
the eſcaping of Hell, of an antroubleſome Immorta- 
lity in the moſt ſottiſn and ſtupid Souls in the 
World, who either by Tradition or Inſtruction © 
from the Word, are perſwaded that there is ano- 
ther State of Things to come after this Life; but 
it As in uncontinced, unenlightned Perſons, a dull, 
ſenſeleſs, unaffecting thing, that hath no other 
hold upon them, nor power in them, but only 
to keep them free from the trouble and perplexity 
of contrary Thoughts and Apprehenſions. The 
Matter is otherwiſe with them, who by the 
Word are ſo wrought upon, as we have before 
declared; their Hope of Heaven, and a bleſſed Im- 
mortality, is oft-times accompanied with 5 
Foys, and Exultations, and is a Relief unto them, 
under and againſt the worſt of their Fears and 
Trials; It is ſuch, as they would not part toitbal 
' for all the World; and upon all Occations they, 
3 in their Minds unto it, for Comfort and 
elle. | 
NOW all this by the Power of Sin are they pro- 
vailed withal to forego. Let Heaven go if it Will, 
a bleſſed Immortality with the Enjoy ment of God 
himſelf, Sin muſt be ſerved, and proviſion made to 
ſulfil the Luſts thereof. 5 ' 


IF'a Man, in the things of this World, had 
: 2 8 | fuck - 


Ul 


cannot be fathomed. 


Q 
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Fach. a hope of a large Inberitance, of a Kingdom, 
as wherein he is fatisfied that it will not fail him, 
but that in the Iſſue he ſhall ſurely enjoy it, and 
Yead an happy and a glorious Life in the Poſleſſion 
of it many Days; if one ſhould go to him and tell 
him, It is true, the | Kingdom you. look for is an 
ample and honourable ' Dominion, full of all good 
things defirable, and you may attain it; but come, 
caſt away all Hopes and Expectations of it, and come 


joyn with me in the Service and Slavery of ſuch or 


ſuch' an 2 Tyrant. You will eaſily grant, he 
muſt have ſome ſtrange bewitching power with him, 
that ſhould prevail with a Man in his Wits to fol- 
low his Advice. | 55 


Ver thus it is, and much more ſo in the Caſe 


we have in hand. Sin it ſelf cannot deny, but that 
the. Kingdom of Heaven, which the Soul is in hope 
and expectation of, is glorious and excellent, nor doth . 
it go about to convince. him, that his Thoughts of 
it are vain, and ſuch as will deceive him; but plain- 
ly prevails with him to caſt away his Hopes, to 
eſpiſe his Kingdom that he was in expectation of, 
and that upon na other Motive, but that he may 
ſerve ſome worldly, cruel, or filthy and ſenſual Luft ; 
Certainly here lies a ſecret efficacy, whoſe depths 
Tu Apoſtle manifeſts the Power of the En- 
tanglements of Sin in and upon Apoſtates, in that it 
turns them off from the tv of Righteouſnejs, after 
they have known it, 2Pet. 2. 21. It will be found 
at the laſt Day an evil thing and a bitter, that Men 
live all their Days in the ſervice of Sin, Self, and 
the World, refuſing to make any Trial of the Ways 
ef God whereunto they are invited; though they have 
no Experience of their Excellency, Beauty, Pleaſant- 
neſs, Safety, yet. having Evidence brought unto them 
from God himſelf, that they are ſo, the reſuſal of 
them will, I ſay, be &#terne/s in the Latter-end. But 
their Condition is yet far worſe, who as the Apoſtle 
2 having #nown the way of Righteouſneſs, are by 
he power of Indivelling-Sin turned aſide from the 
P 4 | holy 


TIO. 


holy Commandment. To leave God for the Dev, 
after a Man | hath made ſome Trial of im and his 
Services Heaven for Hell; after a Man hath had 
ſome cheering, refreſhing TIGERS of it; the Fellow- 
ſhip of the Saints, for an Ale-houſs, or a Brothel- 
houſe; after a Man hath been admitted unto their 
Communion, and taſted of the Pleaſantneſs of it, ta 
leave walking in pure, clear, ſtraight Paths, to wat- 
low in mire, draughts and filth, this will be for a. La- 
mentation; Yet this doth Sin prevail upon Apofates 
unto 3 and that againſt all their Light, Conviction, 
Experiences, Profeſſions, Engagements, or whatever 
may be ſtrong upon them, to keep them up to the 
known ways of Righteouſneſs. | : 

4. IT evinces its ſtrength in them, by . prevail 
ing with them unto 4 total Renunciation 9 Gd, a8 
revealed in Chriſt, and the Power of all Goſpel- 
Truth, in tbe Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt. I do not 
_ now N determine, what is the Sin againſt the 
Holy Get; nor wherein it doth conſiſt. . There are 
different Apprehenfions of it; all agree in this; that 
by it an end is put to al! dealings between God and 
Man in 4 way of Grace. It is a Sin unto Death. 


And this doth the hardneſs and blindneſs of many 


Mens Hearts bring them to; they are * them at 
They | 


length ſet out of the reach of M 2 chuſe to 
beve no more to do with God; and God ſwears that 
they ſhall never enter into his Reſt. So Sin brings 
ferth Death. A Man by it, is brought to renounce 
the End for which he was made; wi/fu/ly to re- 
ject the Means of his coming to the Enjoyment of 
God, to provoke him to his Face; and ſo to periſh 
in his Rebellion. 

J have not mentioned theſe things, as though 
J hoped by them to ſet ont to the full the power 
of Indrvelling-ſin in Unregenerate Men; only by a 
dew Inſtances I thought to give a * e of it. 
He that would have a fuller view of it, had need 
enly to 2 his Eyes, to take a little view of that 
wickednels which reigneth, yea, rageth all the 
World over. Let him conſider the proving 
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Flood of the things mentioned by Paul, to be the 
Fruits of the Habs gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. That is, 
among the Sons of Men, in all Places, Natio 

Cities, Towns, Pariſhes; and then let him ad 

thereunto but this one Conſideration, That the 
World, which is full of the ſteam, filth, . aud blood 
of theſe abominations, as to, their qutward acting 
of them, is a Pleaſant Garden, a Paradiſe, com- 
pared to the Heart of Man, wherein they are all. 
conceived, and hourly Millions of more vile abo- 
minations, which being ſtifled in the Womb, by 
ſome of the ways before inſiſted on, they are 
never able to bring forth to light. Let a Man, 
1 uſing the Law for his Light and Rule, take 
this Courſe, and if he have an ſpiritual diſcern- 


| ws, he may quickly attain JatisfRtion in this 


tter. « 5 | 
ty 22 D I ſhewed in the entrance of this Diſcourſe, 
how =_ Conſideration doth fully confirm the Truth 
Propoied. . 39 1 e | 
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_ CHAP. XVII. 


The Strength. of Sin Evidenced from its Refitance unts 
the Piney A the Law. - 2 2 


HE Meaſure of the Strength of any Perſin, 

or defenced City, may be well taken from 

the Oppoſition that they are able to withſtand, and 

not be prevailed againſt. If we hear of a City 

that hath endured 4 long Siege from a potent Ene- 

my; and yet is not taken or conquered, whoſe 

alls have endured great Batteries, and are not 

demoliſhed, though we have never ſeen the Place, 
yet we conclude it /?rong, if not impregnable. 

AND this Conlideration will alſo evidence the 


power and ſtrength of Indwelling-/in; it is able 10 
bold out, and not only to live, but alſo to ſecure its 


reign 
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reign and dominion againſt very ſtrong Oppoſition that 
JCͤͤö'w OL a i Phe . . 

I ſhall Inſtance only in the Oppoſition that is mad. 
anto it, by the Law, which is oft-times great and 
terrible, always fruitleſs; all its Afaults are born 
by it, and it is not prevailed againſt, There are 
fandry things wherein the Law oppy{tþ it {elf to. Sin, 
and the  power-of it. As n 
Fin, IT diſcovers it; Sin in the Soul, is like A 
| ſecret hefical Diſtemper in the Body; its being a#- 


' prevalency. Traitors in a Civil State, 
Deſign. The greateſt pari Men in the World, 
know nothing of this Sickneſs, Yea, Death of their. 
Souls. Though they have been taught ſomewhat 
of the Do#rine of it, yet they know nothing of its 
Power. They know it not ſo, as to deal with it as 


cannot be ſaid to know, that he hath an Hectical 
Fever, if he love his Life, and ſet not himſelf to flop 
its Progreſs. | Me 
Tunis then the Law doth, it diſcovers this Ene- 
; t convinceth the Soul, that there is ſuch 
"raitor harbouring in his Boſom, Rom. 7. 7. 
© had not known Sin, but by the Law: for I had 
© not known Luſt, except the Law had faid, Thou 
« ſhalt not covet. I had not known it, that is, fully, 
clearly, diſtinctiy. Conſcience will ſomewhat tumuͤl- 
tuate about it; but a Man cannot know it clearly 
and diſtinctly from thence. It gives a May ſuch a 
light of it, as the blind Man had in thèé Goſpel, 
upon the firſt touch of his Eyes, He '/aw Men lite 
Trees walking, obſcurely, confuledly ; but when the 
Law comes, that gives the Soul a- diſtinct fight of 
this Induvelling-Sin. Again, 1 had not known it, that 
is, the Depths of it, the Root, the habitual Inclina- 


tion of my Nature to Sin, which is here called 
Luſt; as it is by James, Chap. 1. 14. I had not 
known it, or not known it to be Sin, but by the 

Tuns 


* 


Law. 
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+ &nown and. unperceived, is one great means of its 


Tas 
whilſt they lie hid, they 4 carry on their 
part o 


their mortal Enemy. As a Man, whatever he be told, 
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him, diſcovered 


greatly ſurprized. 


conſidering his Con 
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TuIS then the Law doth, it, draws out this 
Traitor from its ſecret lurking Places, the intimate 
Receſſes of the Soul. A Man when e Law. eo 
is no more n of his N . if, r | 
E 7 00 

e cannot bu aw. 10 

Nn unto him, yea, and iſed a 

Concourſe -about bim in the Soul of various Affecti 
ons, as an oy doth, that doth, that diſcovers 4 
4 . or calling out for Aſſiſtance to appre- 

en 

Secondly, TH 2 Law- not onl erer, Si Sin, but 
diſcovers it to be a very 0 1 Inmate,” 1 | 
yea, pernicious to. the Soul, Rom. 7. 13. 67 
that which is 5 $409, J. that is, che Law } made Deat 
unto me % farbid. ' But Sin, that it might ap: 
pear Sin, 2 Death in me. by that which is good ; 
that Sin by the Commandment might become exceeding 


ſinful. There are many things in this verſe, where- 


in we are not at preſent concerned; that which. 
I only aim at, is, The Manifeſtatian of Sin by the 
Law ; it appears d be Sin; and the Manifeſtation - 
of it in its own Colours; it a to be exceed; 
ing ſinful. The Law gives the Soul to know the 
filth and guilt of this arc, in, how great they 
are, how vile it is; what an a gon, what an 
enmity to God, how hated of him; the Soul ſhall 
never more look” u n it as a /mall Ro what 
Thoughts ſoever it. "Bad of it bete whereby it 1s 


*- 
As a Man that finds -himſelf ſomewhat diſtem- 
pered, ſending for a Phyſician of ſkill, when he 
comes, requires his Jocgment of his Diſtemper. He 
lition, tells him, Alas! I am 
eo for you, the Caſe, is far otherwiſe with you 
you imagine, your. Diſeaſe. is mortal, and it hath 


roceeded fo far profing, 3 your Spirits, and in- 


ing the whole your Blood, that I doubt 


unleſs moſt effectual ele be uled, you will live. 
but a very few Hours. 


So it is in this Caſe, a Man! may have ome Ty 
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in his Mind and Conſcience about Indtvelling-ſin: 
he finds all not well, as it ſhould be with him, 
more from the Ef#4s of Sin, and its continual 
Eruptions, than the Nature of it, which he hope! 
to wreſtle withal: But now when the Lam comes, 
that lets the Soul know, that its Diſeaſe is deadly 


and mortal, that it is exceeding ſinful, as being the 


Root and Cauſe of all his Alienation from God ; and 
thus alſo the Law pong againſt F 
.. © Thirdh, Tax L- 
Sinner . plainly know what he is to _ upon the 
account of this Sin. This is the Laws proper 
Work, _ "ts. diſcovering Property 1s but Preparative 
to its Bucht. The Law is it ſelf, when it is in 
the Throne. Here it minceth not the Matter with 
Sinners, as we uſe to do one with another, but 
tells him A Thou art the Man, in whom 
this exceeding ſinful Sin doth dwell, and you 
muſt anſwer for the guilt of it. And this, Me- 
thinks, if any thing, ſhould rouze up 4 Man to ſet 
Himſelf in Oppoſition to it, yea, utterly to deſtroy 
at. The Law lets him know, that upon the ac- 
count of this Sin, he is obnoxious to the Curſe 
and Wrath, of the great God againſt him; yea, 
Pronounceth the Sentence of 'ever/a/ting Condemna- 
Zion upon him upon that account: Abide in this 
State and periſh, is its Language. It leaves not the 
Soul without this Warning in this World, and will 
leave it without Excxſe on that account, in the 
r 

Fourthly, Tux Law fo follows on its Sentence, 
that it di/quiets and afrights the Soul, and ' ſuffers 
It not to enjoy the leaſt 7% or quietneſs in har- 
bouring its ſinful Inmate. henever the Soul hath 


indulged to its commands, made proviſion for it, 
immediately the Law flies upon it, with the Wrath 
and Terror of the Lord, makes it quake and trem- 
ble: It ſhall have no reſt, but is like a poor Beaſt 
that hath a deadly Arrow ſticking in its Sides, 
that makes it reſtleſs where-ever it is, and What- 
ever it doth. | : 


 Fifthly, 


e ee 
judgeih the Perſon, or lets the 


. 2. er.. er erer wrAcGt mM) eee Serre r .es 
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hy, Tus Law ſtays not here, but alſo it 


fa the Soul, Rom. 7. 13. That is, by its Convicti- 


on of the Nature, Power, and Deſert of this Indtell. 
ing-Sin ; it deprives him in whom it is, of all that 
Life of n hteouſneſs and Hope, which formerly he 
ſuſtained himſelf withal: It leaves him, as a poor, 
dead, 2 F hopeleſs Creature. And all this in the 
dart of that Oppolition- that it makes againſt this 
in. May we not now expect, that the Power of it 
will be quelled, and its Strength broken; that it will 
die away before | theſe Strokes of the Law of God? 
But the Truth is, - ſuch is its Power and Strength, 
that it is quite otherwiſe; like him whom the Poets 
ſeign to be born of the Earth; when one thought to 
ſlay him by caſting him on the Ground, by every 
fall he recovered new ſtrength, * and was more vi- 
gorous than formerly: So is it with all the falls 
and repulſes that are given to [ndwelling-Sis by the 
Law. For, | | OE : . 
 Firft, Ir is not conguered. A conqueſt infers two- 
Things in reſpect of the conquered: Firſt, Lo/s of 
Dominion: And, Seconly, Le of Strength. Where- 
ever any one is conguered, he is diſpoiled of both 
theſe. He loſeth both his Authority and his Power. 
So the ſtrong Man armed; being prevailed againſt, 
he is bound, and his Goods are Soiled: But now 
neither of theſe befalls Indtvelling-Sin by the! aſ- 
ſaults of the Law; it loſeth not one jot of its 
Dominion nor Strength by all the Blows that are 
iven . unto it. The Law cannot do this thing, Rom. 
S. 3. it cannot deprive Sin of its Power and Do- 
minion ; for he that is under the Law, is alſo under 
Sin; that is, whatever power the Law gets upon 
the Conſcience of a Man, ſo that he fear to Sin, left 
the Sentence and Curſe of it ſhould befall him, yet 
Sin ſtill reigns and rules in his Heart. Therefore 
laich the Apoltle, Rom. 6. 14. Sin ſhall not have 
* dominion” over you: for ye are not under the 
Law, but under Grace; Intimating plainly, that 
thotigh a Perſon be in never ſo much Subjection to 
the Authority of the Law, yet that will not _— 
an 


4 * 
: 
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and acquit him from the Dominion of Sin. Ves, 

the Law by all its work 7 — the ul, inſtead 

of n. and acquitting it from the reign of Sin, 

and bondage unto it, doth accidentally greatly in- 

n Oar and Bondage 3 As the Sentence 

of the Judge on the Bench againſt a Malefactor 

adds to his Miſery. The Soul is under the Domi- 

nion of Sin, and it may be, abides in its woful Con- 
dition in much Security; fearing neither Sin nor 

. The Law ſetting upon him in this Con- 
dition by all the ways forementioned, brings him 

into great Trouble and N Fear and Terror, 

but delivers him not at all. So that it is with the 

Soul, as it was with the Hraelites when Moſes had 

delivered his Meſſage unto Pharaoh, they were 

{ far from getting Liberty by it, that their Bon- 

dage was increaſed, and they found that they were 

in a vety evil Caſe, 8 17. Yea, and we ſhall 

51 hor Sin doth like Pharaoh 9 its ns 

iſturbed; it grows more gutrag ou rive, ) and 
doubles the Bondage of their Souls. Pri 0 

then che work of the Law to deſtroy Sin, or de- 

prive it of that Dominion which it hath by na- 


: Nox doth it by all theſe Strokes of the Law, loſe 
q any thing of its firength. It continues both its 
A Authority, and its Force; It is neither deſtroyed, 
: nor weakned. Yea, : 


= Secondly, Ir is fo far from being conguered, that 
| it is only exraged. The whole Work of the Law, 
| doth on * rovoke and enrage Sin; and cauſe it, 
as it ha City, to put out its ſtrength with 
| more power and vigour, and force than formerly. 
4 This the Apoſtle ſhews at large, Rom. 7. 9, 10, 11, 
| 32, 13. | . 5 | 
| B £ r you will ſay, Do we not ſee it by Ex- 
Perience; that many are wrought upon by the 
preaching of the Law, to a Relinquiſhment of many 
Sins, and Amendment of their Lives, and to 4 
| great Contending againſt the Eruptions of thoſe 
4 other Corruptions Which they cannot yet * 


'T anſwer, 
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and it cannot be denyed, but that great is the 
Power and Effic 


of the Law; when ' preached 
and applyed to the Conſcience in a due manner? 
Firſt, IT is acknowledged, that- ts Hoot and 
effectual is the Power of the Law of . Great 
are the Effects that are wrought by itz and it 
ſhall ſurely accompliſh _ every EAd for which of 
God it is appointed. But yet the'/ubduing of Sin, 
is none of its work; it is not deſigned of God 
unto that purpoſe; and therefore it is no diſhonour, 
1 it __— 4 that which is not its proper work, 
r EY 151 
| Second Wu ATE VIA Effects it have upon 
Some, yet we fee that in the mf, ſuch is the 
Power and Prevalency of Sin, that it takes no Im- 
preſſion at 'all upon them. May you not ſee every 
where, Men living many Years in Congregations 


Where the Law is powerfully W and applyed 


unto the Conſciences, as to all the Ends and Pur- 
poſes for which the Lord is pleaſed to make uſe 
of it, and not once be moved by it; that receive 
no more Impreſſion from the Strokes of it, than 
Blows with a Straw would give to an Adamant. 
They are neither convinced by it, nor terrißed, nor 
awed, nor inſtructed, but continue deaf, ignorant, 
ſenſeleſs, ſecure, as if they had never been told of 
the Guilt of Sin, or Terror of the Lord. Such as 
theſe, are Congregations full of, who proclaim the 
2 Power of Sin, over the Piſpenſation of 
e Law. 


Thirdly, WHEN any of the. Effects mentioned 
are wrought, it is not from the Power of the 
Letter "a the Law, but from the actual Efficacy 
of the Spirit of God, putting forth his Vertue and 
Power for that End and Purpoſe; And we deny 
not, but that the Spirit of the Lord is able to re- 
ſtrain and quell the power of Luſt when he * 
eth; and ſome ways whereby he is pleaſed io to 
do, we have formerly conſidered. But, 

Fuurthly, NoTtwiTHSTANDING all that may 
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be obſerved of the Power of the Law upon the 
Souls of Men, yet it is moſt evident, that Luſt 
- not conguered, not ſubdued, nor mortified by it. 
Or, : % 3 : 
Fit, TuougGn the Courſe of Sin may be re- 
pelled for a Seaton by the Diſpenſation of the Law, 
yet the Spring and Fountain of it, is not dryed up 
thereby. Though it withdraws and hides it ſelf for 
a Seaſon, it is, as I have elſewhere ſhewed, but to 
Gili out of à Storm, and then to return again. 
a Traveller, in his jos meeting with a violent 
Storm of Thunder and Rain, immediately turns 
out, of his Way, to ſome Houſe or Tree for his 
Shelter; but yet this cauſeth him not to give over 
his Journey; ſo ſoon as the Storm is over, he re- 
turns to his Way and Progreſs again. So is it with 
Men in Bondage unto Sin: They are in a Courſe 
f purſuing their Luſts; the Law meets with them 
In a Storm of Thunder and Lightning from Hea- 
ven, terrifies and hinders them in their Way; this 
turns them for a Seaſon out of their Courſe 3 
they will run to Prayer or Amendment of Life, 
for ſome Shelter from the Storm of Wrath which 
is feared coming upon their Conſciences. But is their 
Courſe ſtopped, are their Principles altered? No not at 
all; So ſoon as the Storm is over, that they begin 
to wear out that Senſe, and the Terror that was upon 
them, they return to their former Courſe, in-the Ser- 
vice of Sin again. This was the State with Pharaob 
once and again. 

Secondly, I xn ſuch Seaſons Sin is not conguered, but 
diverted. When it ſeems to fall under the Power 
of the Law, indecd it is only turned into a new 
Channel, it is not dryed up. If you go and ſet a 
Damm againſt the Streams of a River, that you ſuffer 
no Water to paſs in the old Courſe and Channel, but 
it breaks out another way, and turns all its Streams 
in a new Courſe, you will not ſay, You have dryed 
wp that River; though ſome that come ang look in- 
to the 0/4 Channel, may think perhaps, that the Wa- 
ters are utterly gone: So is it in this o_ the 

team 


f 


* 
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Streams of Sin, it may be run in © —. 
itiouſn the 


8 the Law ſets a Daum againſt theſes: 

Courles ; nſcience is terrified, and the Man dares 
not walk in the Wa ys wherein . he hath heen for- 
merly  enga ged 3 His" —_ anions in Sin not- find- 


mg — U his o/d N. in to laugh at him, as 
ne o_ » covered, * owing preciſe ; Profeſ> 
os gra ves begin to. be a hes ed, that the Work 


of is upon 1 fi Heart, py ne they ſee His old 
—.— dryed up but if there have been only a 
Work of the Law upon him, there is a Damm put 
to his . bas the Spring of Sin is not d ryed 
VP, only the Streams of it are turned another way; 
20 — Man is fallen u 9771 other more 
pry or more Hiritual Sins; or if he be beat from 
them alſo, the whole ſtrength of Luſt and Sin 
will take up its Reſidence in _ -righteouſneſs, and 
pour out thereby as filthy Streams as in any 
other way . bans — notwithſtanding the 
whole Work of . the Souls of Men, 
indwelling-Si; WI 1 — in them ſill, . which * 
— 1 14 vidence ! of is great | Power and 
F ) 
A yet touch u upon ne other Evidences of 
ts fame ; ruth, that * 1 N Conſideration; 
but I ſhall be forte in the In the next place then, 
the great e naearcurs of; norant of the Righte: 
eujne/s of Chrift, for EEE e f of 
— w ich are a els, do evidence the great 
hi ge tr * Ja $i t 
EN, who ve no t again in, ma ve * 
made Fr utle — 2 of Sin. es | 


; "the, Go . ; ch 5 cannot avoi 
not a thing in their cho 


ice; Whether 5 

r no, they can e wy of 
it ſuch an * as renders them obnoxious to 

udgment of Gov. Qu. galls the Minds and 


r 
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Conſclences,of ſome ſo far, as that they are kept 
in awe, and dare not Sm as they would. Being 

awed with 2 Senſe of the Guilt of Sin, and the 
Terror of the Lo Rx D, Men begin to endeavour 

to ab/tain from Sin, at leaſt; from ſuch Sins as 
they have been moſt terrified about. Whilſt they 


CT have this 6 Deſign in Hand, the Strength and Pow- 


er of Sin begins to diſcover it ſelf unto them 3 
They begin to find that there is ſomething in them, 
that is not in their own Power; for' notwithſtand- 
— their Reſolutions and Purpoſes, they Sin fill; 
an 


that ſo, or in ſuch a nner, as that their 


Conſciences inform them that they muſt therefore 
periſh eternally. This puts them on SefFendeas 
Yours. to ſuppreſs the Eruption of Sin, becauſe they 
cannot be quiet: unleſs ſo they do; nor have any. 
reſt or peace within. Now being ignorant of that” 
only. way whereby Sin is to be mortified, that is, 
by the Spirit of Chriſt, they fix on many ways in 
their own ſtrength to ſuppreſs it, if not to ſhy it; 
ag being. ignorant of that only way whereby Con- 
' ſczences burthened with the Guilt of Sin may be 
paeiſied, that is, by the Blood of CxrisT; they 
endeavour by many other ways to accompliſh that 
' Fad in vain; for no Man by any SelFendeavours. 
can obtain Peace with Gp. Some of the ways 
hereby they endeavour to ſuppreſs the Power of 
in, Which caſts them into an unquiet Condition, 
ri) their inſufficiency. for that end, we” mult look 
n 15 430 oi.) at Tis. | 
Hirt, Tazy will promiſe and bind themſdves-b; 
705 from thoſe. Sins, 'which they have bien mo 


: ” 


liable unto, and ſo have been moſt perplexed with 
all. The Pſalmiſi ſhews this to be one great En- 


cine whereby falſe and hypocritical Perſoms do en- 
eavour to extricate and deliver themſelves out of 
Trouble and Perplexity: They make Promiſer to 


Plal- 78. 30. So is it in this Caſe; being fr 


er df their Temptations, they, it may be, have fre- 
WE N queutly 


K 


Gol; which he calls, flattering him with the 41 


4 


1 
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uently been overtaken. in, they vow and promiſe, 
that at leaſt, for ſome ſuch Space of Time as they 
will limit, they will not commit that Sin again; 
and this Courſe of 'Proeceeding is preſcribed unto 
them by ſome who pretend to direct their Con- 
ſciences in this Duty. Conſcience of this, now makes 
them watch over dan ſelves as to the outward Act 
of the Sin that they are galled with; and ſo it 
hath . one of theſe two Effects; for either they do 
abſtain from it for the time they have prefixed, or 
they do not: If they do not; as ſeldom they do, 
_ eſpecially if it be a Sin that hath a peculiar” Root 
in their. Nature and Conſtitution, and is improved 
by Cuſtom into an Habit, if any ſuitable Tempta- 
tion be preſented unto them; their Sin is enereaſ- 
ed, and therewith their Terror, and they are wo- 
fully diſcouraged in making any Oppoſition to Sin; 
and therefore for the moſt part, after «ne or two 
vain Attempts, or more, it may be, knowing no 
other way to mortifie Sin, but this of veroing a- 
— it, and keeping of that Vow in their own 


wholly the Servants of Sin, being bounded only 
by outward Conſiderations, without any ſerious En- 
deavours for a Recovery. Or, Secondly, Suppoſe that 
they have Succeſs in their Reſolutions, and, do ab- 
ſtain from actual Sins, their appointed Seaſon z com- 
monly one of theſe two- 'Things enſue ; either they 


think that they have tel diſcharged their Duty, and 


o may a little now, at leaſt, for a Seaſon, indulge 
to their Corruptions, and Luſts, and ſo are entang- 
led again in the ſame Snafes of Sin as formerly; 
or elſe _ reckon that their Veto and Promiſe hath 
preſerved them, and fo gecrifice to their own Net and 
Dregge, ſetting up a Righteouſneſs * of their own 
againſt the Grace of Gop ; which is ſo far from' 
weakning Indtvelling-Sin, that it ſtrengthens it in the 
Root and Principle, that it may hereafter reign in 
the Soul in Security. Or at the molt, the beſt 
Suceels that can be imagmed unto this way of deal- 
ing with Sin, is but the reſtraining of tome out- 
— 2 Q 2 ward 
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ength, they give over a// Contejts, and become 


- 
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ward 'Eruptions of it, which tends nothing to the 
weakning of its Power; and therefore ſuch Perſons 
by all their Endeavours, are very far from beiug freed 
from the inward foiling, burning, diſquieting, per- 
rap Power of Sin, And this 1s the State of moſt 
Men that are kept in Bondage under the Pewer of 
Conviftion; Hell, Death, and the Wrath of God, are 
continually - preſented unto : their Conſciences 3 this 
makes them labour with all their ftrength againſt - 
that in Sin, which moſt enrageth their Confciences, 
and moſt encreaſeth their Fears; that is the atual 
Eruption of it; for, for the moſt part, while they are 
_ freed from that, they are ſafe; though in the mean 
time, Sin ly tumultuating in and defiling of the Heart 
.continualiy. As in running , Sores, outward repelling 
Medicines may ſkin them over, and hinder their - Cory 
ruption from coming forth; but the Iſſue of them is, 


that they cauſe them to fefer inwardly; and fo 


prove, though it may be not ſo noiſome and offen- 
tive as they were before, yet far more dangerous; $0 
3s it with this repelling of the Power of Corruption 
by Mens Vows, and Yromiſes againſt it; external 
N are, it may be, reſtrained for a Seaſon; but 
the intvard Root and Principle is not weakned in 
the leaſt. And moſt commonly this is the Iflue of 
this way; that Sin having gotten more 2 
and being enraged by its Reſtraint, breaks all its 
Bounds, and captivates | the Soul unto all filthy Abo- 
minations; which is the Principle as was before ob- 
erved, of moſt of the ciſible Apoſtaſies which we have 
in the World, 2 Pet. 2. 190 0. 6 0: 
Tux Holy Ghoſt compares Sinners, hecauſe of the 
o dious, fierce, poylonous nature of this Indevelling: ſin, 
unto Liens, Bears and Alps, 1ja. 11. 6, 7, 8, g. Now 
this is the excellency of Goſpel-Grace, that at 
changes the Nature and inward Principles of theſe 
otherwiſe paſſionate and untamed Beaſts; making the 
Wolf as the Kid, the Lion as the Lamb, and the Bear 
as the Cow. When this is effected, they may ſafely 
be truſted in; a little Child may lead them: But 
theſe Se//-cndearours do not at all change the Na- 


ture, 


B SET APRERY PUs nm ET 


not ſpeak o 


rant of the Righteouſneſs of God, to give a Check 


; the horrible Sloth and Negligence of the moſt of them, 


” a 
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ture, but reſtrain their ontward Violence: He that 
takes a Lion, or a Wolf, and ſhuts him up from 
Ravenings whilſt yet his inward Violence remains, 
may well expect chat at one time or other they will 
break their bonds, and fall to their former ways of 


Rapine and Violence. However, ſhutting them u 
doth not as we ſee, change their Natures, but only 
reſtrain their Rage from doing open Spoil. 80 it 18 
in this Caſe; it is Grace alone that changeth the Heart, 
and takes away that Poyſon and Fierceneſs that is in 
them by nature ; Mens Se/F-endeavours do but coerce 
them as to ſome outward Eruptions. But, 
wy; BEYOND bare Yows ang Promiſes, with 

ſome Watchfulneſs to obſerve them in à rational Uſe 
of — „Men have put, and ſome do yet 
t themſelves on extraordinary Ways of mortifying 
in. This is the Foundation of all that hath « ſhetu 
of Wiſdem and Religion in the Papacy; their Hours 
of Prayer, F _— their Immuring, -and Cloyitering 
themſelves, their Pilgrimages, Penances, and 'Self-tor- 
turin I ſpring all from this Root. I ſhall 
. the innumerable Evils that have attended 
theſe Self-invented Ways of Mortification, and how 
they all of them have been turned into Means, Oc- 
caſions, and Advantages of ſinning; nor of the hor- 
rible Hypecrifie which evidently cleaves unto the moſt 
of their Obſervers; nor of that Super/tition which 
— Life to them all, being a thing riveted in the 
atures of ſome, and their Conſtitutions, fixed on 
others by inveterate Prejudices; and the fame by 
others taken up' for. ſecular Advantages; but I will 
ſuppoſe the beſt that can be made of it, and it will 
be found to be 4 Se/finvented Deſign of Men, igno- 


to this Power of Indivelling-Sin whereof we ſpeak. 
And it is almoſt incredible, what fearful Se/F-macera- 
7101s, and horrible Sufferings this Deſign hath carried 

Men out unto: And undoubtedly their b/ind Zeal 
and dee ares will riſe in Judgment, and condemn 


to whom the Loxp hath granted the ſaving Light 
Q3 | of 
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of the Goſpel. But what is the End of theſe; Things? 
The Apoſtle in brief gives us an Account, Rom g. 
31. 32. They attain net the Ri becomfae aimed at: 
they come not up unto a Conformity to the Law; 
Sin is not mortified; no, nor the Power of it weakned ; 
but what it loſeth in ſenſual, in carnal Pleaſures, it 
takes up with great Advantage, in Blindneſs, Darkneſs, 
Guperſiition, Se! righteous, and Soul-pride, con- 
tempt. of the Goſpel, and the Righteouſneſs of it, and 
reigns no leſs, than in the molt profligate Sinners in 
the World. : | 
. Laſth, Tas r Efficacy and Power of this 
Law of Sin, may, be further evidenced from its Life, 
and In-being in the Soul, notwithſtanding the Wound 
that is given unto it, in the firſt Converſion of the 
Soul to Gop ; and the continual Oppoſition that is 
made unto it by Grace. But this is 'the Subject and 
Deſign of another Endeavour. PS SE OY. 


Ir may now be expected, that we ſhould here add 
the eſpecial Cs of all this Diſcovery that hath been 
made of the Potoer, Deceit, Prevalency and. Succeſs, 

of this great Adverſary of our Souls. But as for what 
*- concerns that Humility, Selt-abaſement, Watchfulneſs, 
Diligence, and Application unto the LORD CHRIST 
for Relief, which will become thoſe who find in 
themſelves by Experience the Power of this Law of 
Sin, have been occaſionally mentioned and inculcated 
through the whole preceeding Diſcourſe; ſo for what 
concerns the actual Mortificat ion of it, I ſhall only re- 
commend unto the Reader for his Direction, another 
ſmall Treatiſe written long ſince unto that purpoſe, 
which 1 ſuppoſe he may do well to conſider toge- 
ther with this, if he find theſe Things to be his 
Concernment. | E 1 
To the Only Wiſe God our Saticur, be Glory and 
$7 Dominion, and Power, both Net und 


er. Amen. 
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